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1  April 2011
COD1 0 3 7 1 1 .FE

Dem ocrat ic Republic of  the Congo:  Process for  applying  for  or  renewing a passport
Research Directorate,  I m m igrat ion and  Refugee Board  of  Canada,  Ot tawa

Radio Okapi,  the United  Nat ions radio stat ion in the Dem ocrat ic Republic of
the Congo (DRC) ,  interviewed a spokesm an for  the Departm ent  of  Foreign Affairs
(m inistère des Affaires ét rangères)  by telephone for  a 22 October  2009  art icle.
During the interview,  the spokesm an reportedly  indicated  that  applicants applying
for  the DRC's new biom et r ic passport  m ust  [ t ranslat ion]  “br ing their  voter card,
US$150 for  the passport  and  US$20  for  the form ”  (Radio Okapi 22 Oct . 2009) .  I n a
telephone interview with  the Research Directorate on  16 March  2011, a
representat ive at  the Em bassy  of  the DRC in Ot tawa explained that  the new
biom etr ic passport  entered  circulat ion  in April 2009;  he also  said  that  to  apply,
applicants m ust  provide their  current  passport  or  nat ionality  cert ificate,  their
residency  card  or  a valid dr iver’s licence,  and  pay  C$250.

The sam e em bassy  representat ive also  said, in a telephone interview with  the
Research Directorate on  7  March  2011, that  the new passport  is valid for  five years
and  that  it  is not  renewable;  unlike  previous passports,  the new passport  does not
include a page for  passport  extension.

This Response was prepared after  researching  publicly  accessible inform at ion
current ly  available to  the Research Directorate within  t im e const raints.  This
Response is not , and  does not  purport  to  be,  conclusive as to  the m erit  of  any
part icular  claim  for  refugee protect ion.  Please find below the list  of  sources
consulted in researching  this I nform at ion Request .

References

Dem ocrat ic Republic of  the Congo (DRC) .  16 March  2011. Em bassy  of  the
Dem ocract ic Republic of  the Congo (DRC)  in Ot tawa.  Telephone interview with  a
representat ive.

_____.  7  March  2011. Em bassy  of  the Dem ocract ic Republic of  the Congo (DRC)  in
Ot tawa.  Telephone interview with  a representat ive.

Radio Okapi.  22  October  2009. “Kinshasa :  bientôt  la fin  de la validité des anciens
passeports.”  < ht tp: / / radiookapi.net / sans-categorie/ 2009/ 10/ 22/ kinshasa-bientot - la-
fin -de- la-validite-des-anciens-passeports/ # m ore-23003>  [ Accessed 7  Mar.  2011]

_____.  N.d.  “À propos.”  < ht tp: / / radiookapi.net / a-propos/ >  [ Accessed 7  Mar.  2011]

Français Home Contact Us Help Search canada.gc.ca

Hom e >  Research >  Responses to  I nform at ion Requests

RESPONSES TO I NFORMATI ON  REQUESTS ( RI Rs)

New  Search |  About  RI Rs |  Help  

Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada

www.irb-cisr.gc.ca



Response to Information Request COD103711.FE

file:///I|/country_ip/canada_coi/dem%20rep%20of%20congo/COD103711.htm[9/11/2013 7:36:24 AM]

Top  of  Page
I m portant  Not ices

Proact ive Disclosure

Addit ional Sources Consulted

Oral sources: At tem pts to  reach  respresentat ives at  the em bassies of  the
Dem ocrat ic Republic of  the Congo in Brussels,  Lusaka and  Paris were unsuccessful.

I nternet  sites,  including:  Afr ik.com ;  AllAfr ica.com ;  La Conscience [ Kinshasa] ;
Digitalcongo.net ;  I nfoSud Belgique ( I nfoSud) ;  Keesing's Reference System s;
Panapress (PANA) ;  Le Phare [ Kinshasa] ;  Le Potent iel [ Kinshasa] .

The at tached reproduct ion  is a  copy  of  an officia l  w ork  that  is published  by

the Governm ent  of  Canada.  The  reproduct ion  has not  been  produced  in

affiliat ion  w ith,  or  w ith  the  endorsem ent  of  the  Governm ent  of  Canada.


