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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

 

Arthur Stamps extracted his Ph.D. from U.C. Berkeley in 1980.  The work focused on 

statistics (done in the psychology department), philosophy (in the Graduate School of 

Business), and futures research (Department of City Planning). He has published over 

100 articles and made seminal contributions on the topics of environmental simulation, 

scaling, scientific protocols for performing design review, demographic effects on 

environmental preferences, spatial permeability and enclosure, the mystery and prospect 

and refuge theories of environmental preference, contextual design, information theory, 

environmental preference and exploration, and peer review. He serves on the editorial 

boards of several major journals and works at the Institute of Environmental Quality in 

San Francisco. 

 

 

EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 

Ph.D., University of California, Berkeley, 1980 

M.A. Arch., University of California, Berkeley, 1973 

A.B. (Architecture), University of California, Berkeley, 1971 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

 

1. Permeability theory and Palace Athena.  Perceptual and Motor Skills, in press, 2013 

2. Simulating designed environments.  In: Gifford, R. (Ed.) Research methods for 
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enclosure. Perceptual and Motor Skills, 2011, 13, 1-4. 

8. Distance mitigates perceived threat.  Perceptual and Motor Skills, 2011, 113, 3, 1-13. 

9. Validation of computer simulations for effects of eye gaze, sex, facial expression, and 

posture on perceived threat.  Perceptual and Motor Skills, 2011, 112, 3, 1-8. 
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10. Commentary on the entropy of Lego.  Environment and Planning B. 2012, 183-187. 

11. Atmospheric permeability and perceived enclosure.  Environment and Behavior, 44 

(3), 2012, 427 - 446. DOI 10.1177/0013916510393277 
12. Use of static and dynamic media to simulate environments: a meta-analysis.  

Perceptual and Motor Skills, 2010, 111 (2) 1-12. 
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Journal of Urbanism, 2011, 4 (1) 7-24. 

14. Effects of area, height, elongation, and color on perceived spaciousness. Environment 

and Behavior, in press. 
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16. Effects of permeability on perceived enclosure and spaciousness.  Environment and 

Behavior, 2010, 42 (6), 864-886. 

17. Nasar, J. L. & __________.  Infill McMansions:  style and the psychophysics of size. 

Journal of Environmental Psychology, 2009, 29, 110-123.  
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standardized mean contrasts (d) or correlations (r).  10 August 2008 

http://InstituteOfEnvironmentalQualilty.org  
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21. Some findings on prospect and refuge theory I.  Perceptual and Motor Skills, 2008, 

106, 147 - 162. 

22. Entropy and environmental mystery.  Perceptual and Motor Skills, 2007, 104, 691-

701. 

23. Evaluating spaciousness in static and dynamic media. Design Studies, 2007, 28 (5) 
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24. Interior prospect and refuge.  Perceptual and Motor Skills, 2006, 103, 643 - 653. 
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34. Visual permeability, locomotive permeability, safety and enclosure.  Environment 
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99. Are environmental aesthetics worth studying?  Journal of Architectural and Planning 

Research, 6 (4) (1989): 344-355. 
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104. Teaching to think, Architecture, the AIA Journal, 73 (10), Oct 84: 8 
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106. Teaching Design Ethics, Architectural Technology, May/June 1986: 17 

107. On the Improvement of Design Judgment, Ph.D. Dissertation, University of 

California, Berkeley.  Ann Arbor: University Microfilms. 

108. Consider the Amoebae.  Isaac Asimov Science Fiction Magazine. 1988 

109. Biology is nice work if you can get it. Journal of Irreproducible Results, vol. 33 (4): 

10 (Mar/Apr 1988) 

 

SHOWS, EXHIBITIONS, & CONFERENCES 
 

Review of research on enclosure.  Paper for the 33
rd

. Annual Meeting, Environmental 

Design Research Association, Community: Evolution or Revolution?, Philadelphia, May 

22 - 26, 2002. 

Entropy and environmental aesthetics.  Paper for the 109
th

. Annual Convention of the 

American Psychological Association, San Francisco, August 24-28, 2001. 

Is this interesting or what?  Paper for the 31
st
 Annual Meeting, Environmental Design 

Research Association, Building Bridges, connecting people, research, and design, May 

10 - 14, 2000, San Francisco. 

Attributes of building facades. Paper for the 29
th

. Annual Meeting, Environmental Design 

Research Association, People, places and public policy, March 4 - 8, St. Louis. 

Indefinite and definite concepts in contextual urban design.  Paper for the 15
th

. Annual 

Meeting, International Association for People-Environment Studies, Changing roles in 

policy, research, and design July 14 - 17, Eindhoven, The Netherlands. 

Using science to evaluate magnitudes of aesthetic effects. Paper for the 15
th

. Annual 

Meeting, International Association for People-Environment Studies, Changing roles in 

policy, research, and design, July 14 - 17, Eindhoven, The Netherlands. 

Measuring success or failure in urban design controls.  1997 American Collegiate 

Schools of Architecture Southwest Regional Meeting, Albuquerque, New Mexico, 31 

October - 1 November 1997. 
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Meta analysis in environmental research.  Paper for the 28
th

. Annual Meeting, 

Environmental Design Research Association. 

Effect sizes as a lingua frança of environmental aesthetics.  Paper for the 27th. Annual 

Meeting, Environmental Design Research Association. 

Using a scientific dialectical brief in peer review. 1996 Annual Meeting, American 

Association for the Advancement of Science, Baltimore, 9 February 1996. 

Coping with design review.  Seminar for the 1996 Annual Meeting, American Institute of 

Architects, Minneapolis, 10 - 13 May 1996. 

Significant visual impact: is it or isn't it?,  1996 meeting, Design Decision Support 

Systems, Spa, Belgium, 18 - 21 August 1996. 

Design review under Dolan:  architecture in the era of public aesthetics.  37th. Annual 

Western Social Science Association, Oakland, 26-29 April 1995. 

Dolan, Daubert & contextual urban design principles, and Beauty is in...?  26th. Annual 

Meeting, Environmental Design Research Association. 

Validating contextual urban design principles.  International Association for People-

Environment Studies Conference 13, Manchester:  UK July 13 - 15, 1994. 

Beauty is in...?  Variance components of environmental preference.  Western Social 

Science Association 36th. Annual Conference, Albuquerque, April 20 - 23. 

Daubert and peer review.  Poster paper, Annual Meeting, American Association for the 

Advancement of Science.  San Francisco, February 18 - 23, 1994. 

An alternative design studio.  The Design Studio in the 21st. Century.  1992 ACSA West 

Region Annual Meeting.  Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo, October 22 - 25.1992   

All buildings great and small:  design review from high rise to houses.  Invited paper, 

International conference on design review.  Cincinnati:  University of Cincinnati, October 

8 - 11, 1992. 

Simulation effects on environmental preference.  Environmental Design Research 

Association Conference.  Boulder, CO:  University of Colorado, April 9 - 11, 1992. 

Neighborhood design review: a case study.  Paper for the Ninth International Making 

Cities Livable Conference, San Francisco, February 26 - March 2, 1991. International 

Making Cities Livable Conferences, PO Box 7586, Carmel, CA 93921. 

Some notes on the liberal education of architects.  Paper for symposium on the liberal 

education of architects, University of Kansas, Nov. 8,9, 1990. 

Exhibition of five pieces of art, Art by Architects show, American Institute of Architects, 

San Francisco, 21 May - 21 July, 1990. 

Perceptual and preferential effects of environmental representation with photomontage 

simulations: some preliminary findings.  Conference on representation and simulation in 

architectural research and design, University of Minnesota, 31 March - 1 April, 1990. 

Exhibition, AIA/SF Gallery, Thumbnail Sketches, 15 June - 31 July; design drawing for 

Zampieri Residence 

Conference on neighborhood design review, SPUR, San Francisco, California 

A studio which uses design drawing and iterative feedback.  5th. National Conference on 

the Beginning Design Student.  University of New Mexico 

Television show on design review, Pacifica Community Television, Channel 6 

Exhibition of photographs, East Bay Chapter, AIA 
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ACTIVITIES AND MEMBERSHIPS 

2000 - 2002 Member, American Psychological Association 

1999 - 2002 Member, American Planning Association 

1992  -  Associate Editor, Perceptual and Motor Skills 

1991 - 92   Consulting reviewer for environmental studies, Perceptual and Motor Skills 

1991 -  94 Member,  Aesthetics and Urban Design Committee, American Society of Civil 

Engineers 

1989-  Member, Community Boards of San Francisco 

1973-  Member, American Association for the Advancement of Science 

1990  Member, American Institute of Architects Advisory Design Review Committee 

1989  Staff, American Institute of Architects Design Charrette on zoning changes 

proposed by San Francisco's City Planning Department 

1988-1989  Member, East Slope Committee of the Concerned Bernal Citizens 

1987  Founded Institute of Environmental Quality 

1986-1988  Member, East Slope Bernal Heights Neighborhood Design Review Board 

1984  Developed evaluation guidelines for the Mock Design Examination, San Francisco 

Chapter, AIA 

1984  Lecture for East Bay Chapter, AIA, on passing the architectural license exam-

ination 

1984- 1987   Member, AIA committee for architects in education 

1983  Task force on Indoor Pollution, California Chapter, AIA 

1983  Professional member, International Conference of Building Officials 

1981-1983  Technical documents committee, San Francisco Chapter, Constructions 

Specifications Institute 

1981-1982  Member, New York Academy of Science 

1977-1988  Committee on continuing education, San Francisco Chapter, AIA 

 

DESIGN  EXPERIENCE 

 

Stamps, as in Postage: Works of Art, 2004, Valhalla, N.Y.: mypublisher.com. 

1994  Residence, Mr. & Mrs. Simonetti, San Francisco 

1993  Dental office, Linda Angin, San Francisco 

1993  Residential remodeling,  Nick Leonoudakis, South San Francisco 

1992  Residential remodeling, Chris Leonoudakis, San Francisco 

1991  Residential remodeling, Phil Bartlett, Tiburon 

1990  Residence, Steve Leonoudakis, San Francisco 

1989  Residential remodeling, Phil Bartlett, Tiburon 

1989  Residential remodeling, Joe Atturio, Bernal Heights San Francisco. 

1989  Photomontage of proposed retirement center, Greater West Portal Neighborhood 

Association 

1988  Consultant, National Peace Garden, Inc., Berkeley, California: planning and 

writing grant applications for an international design competition. 

1988  Residential remodeling feasibility study, David Robins, Bernal Heights, San 

Francisco 

1988  Residential remodeling feasibility study, Janet Zampieri, Montcalm Street, Bernal 

Heights San Francisco 
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1987  Consultant to San Francisco Department of City Planning on submission re-

quirements and protocols for the annual Office Building Competition 

1986  Residential remodeling, G. Kimmerling, San Francisco 

1987  Solar Residence, Bernal Heights 

1986  Draft of generic solution to issue of converting large residential structures into 

multiple units, for the Board of Permit Appeals, City of San Francisco 

1987  Peace Park, Crissy Field, design consultant 

1985  Jesse Street Peace Park, design consultant 

1981 - 1987  Participated in over 40 architectural projects, most of which were retail 

commercial buildings or multiscreen theaters.  Duties ranged from simple drafting to 

complete architectural services. 

 

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE: 

 

1990  On educating the complete individual: integrating the liberal arts into design, and 

vice-versa. 

1990 On the replacement of discourse by scientific procedures in academic peer review 

1989  Study of photographic and simulation variables on environmental preferences. 

1988 Case study of neighborhood design review boards: reasoning and cross validation of 

judgment with other populations 

1987  Demographic and media effects in comparative preference studies of office 

buildings 

1986  Study of accuracy of photomontages for simulating buildings 

1986  Visual impact study of creating historically correct housing in existing air rights in 

neighborhood commercial districts 

1986  Preference study of high rise buildings 

1977  Grant proposal on hazards and life safety, Assistant Specialist II, Department of 

Architecture, U.C. Berkeley 

1977  Sociotechnological feasibility analysis of a proposed solar energy research 

institute, Sr. Architectural Associate III, Academic Vice President's council on Energy 

and Resources, University of California. 

1975  Visual impact study of national parks, Research Assistant, Department of 

Landscape Architecture, U.C. Berkeley 

1972  Designs for resource conserving cities, Research Assistant, Institute of Urban and 

Regional Development, U.C. Berkeley 

 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
 

1985 Lecturer, California College of Arts and Crafts, Department of Architecture:  

courses on office management and designing for different lifestyles 

1984 - 1985 Lecturer, Cogswell College, Department of Architecture, courses on 

elementary design, design development, codes, and specifications. 

1980  Reader, Department of Business Administration, U.C. Berkeley, assisting in class 

on philosophy of design 

1980  Associate, Department of Architecture, U.C. Berkeley, assisting in class on 

feasibility analysis for new technologies 
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1977  Research Assistant, Computer Center, U.C. Berkeley, teaching a class on 

FORTRAN 

1975 - 77  Associate, Department of Architecture, U.C. Berkeley, assisting in a class on 

elementary structural design 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE EXPERIENCE 

2000 Scheduling and editing proceedings for the 2000 Annual Meeting of the 

Environmental Design Research Association. 

1996  Organizing and chairing a session on environmental aesthetics, 1996 Annual 

Meeting of the Environmental Design Research Association. 

1996  Guest editor, special issue on peer review research, Science and Engineering Ethics 

1994 - 96  Organizing and chairing a session on peer review for the 1996 Annual Meeting 

of the American Association for the Advancement of Science 

1988 -  President and Chairman of the Board for the Institute of Environmental Quality, 

Inc. 

1976 Description and policy development for the Ph.D. program in Architecture, U.C. 

Berkeley. 

1976 Management of a fire safety research conference, Department of Architecture, U.C. 

Berkeley 

Ph.D. Research Seminar Coordinator, Department of Architecture, U.C. Berkeley 

 

COMPETITIONS/AWARDS 

"Whalebox", AIA Photo Contest, published in 1990 AIA Calendar 
 


