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White Earth tribal officials gath-
ered to celebrate an historic occasion
May 10.  

Just two days after Tribal
Chairwoman Erma J. Vizenor signed
a contract with the U.S. Department
of Agriculture, making White Earth
the state’s first tribal conservation
district, she was on hand to celebrate
the groundbreaking for the new trib-
al headquarters building.

“There are a lot of good things
happening for us,” Vizenor said in
an interview after the groundbreak-
ing, noting that bids will be let for a

new White Earth community center
later this month, and improvements
to the White Earth Powwow
grounds are set to begin immediate-
ly after this June’s celebration con-
cludes.

But on May 10, the celebration
was centered around the start of con-
struction on the new White Earth
Reservation Tribal Administration
Building.

The $14.1 million building will
feature two stories and 80,000 square
feet, and is scheduled for completion
by September 2008 “at the latest,”

according to Ron Valiant, executive
director of the White Earth tribe.

“We start the earth work next
week,” he added.

The new tribal headquarters will
be located west of the
Biimaadiiziiwiin Senior Apartments,
near White Earth Village.

“This dream really got started in
2000,” noted Kenneth “Gus” Bevins,
the tribal council’s District III repre-
sentative, adding some brief com-
ments about the other tribal projects
currently in the works. “It just shows
what can be done if we work togeth-

er.”
Vizenor also emphasized the

importance of collaboration in her
interview, noting that because
“money is at its leanest” right now in
terms of grant and loan funding, the
tribe has had to partner with other
entities to make some of its dreams
happen — such as a new nursing
program at the White Earth Tribal
College, which held its grand open-
ing celebration May 9.

“We already have our first class

Council breaks ground for new $14 million tribal headquarters

From left: Architect Harry
Halvorson, USDA Area Director
Dan Labat,  Sharon Josephson
representing U.S. Rep. Collin
Peterson, USDA RUS/CF
Specialist Andrew Gag, Andy
Martin representing U.S. Senator
Amy Klobuchar, District Rep. I
Irene Auginaush, Chairwoman
Erma J. Vizenor, Spiritual Elder
George “Joe Bush” Fairbanks,
Secretary-Treasurer Bud Heisler,
White Earth Project Manager Roy
LaVoy, District III Rep. Gus
Bevins, District II Rep. Terry
Tibbetts, Executive Director Ron
Valiant, Architect Leo Grobe.

Photo by Gary W. Padrta

See Groundbreaking Page 22

White Earth, Clearwater County sign law enforcement agreement

Photo by Gary W. Padrta

Secretary-Treasurer Bud Heisler signs a Cooperative Law Enforcement
Agreement with Clearwater County on May 23 in Rice Lake as District I
Representative Irene Auginaush looks on.

By Gary W. Padrta
Anishinaabeg Today

After two years in the making,
White Earth and Clearwater County
officials, along with Ken Bergeron of
the U.S. Department of Justice
Community Relations Service gath-
ered together to sign a Cooperative
Law Enforcement Agreement May
23 at the Rice Lake Community
Center.

“On behalf of the White Earth
tribe I want to say welcome to a very,
very exciting day.  This day will
ensure that we will have seamless
law enforcement in a cooperative
manner,” said White Earth
Chairwoman Erma J. Vizenor.  “The
community of Rice Lake and the
portion of Clearwater County within
the exterior boundaries of the reser-

vation will be covered cooperatively
between Clearwater County and and
the White Earth Tribe.”

“It’s been a long process to get
here but I believe that the results will
be worth the time that it has taken,”
said John Nelson Clearwater County
Commissioner and Chairman of the
Board.  “I want to thank everyone
for the effort they put into this agree-
ment.” 

Clearwater County Sheriff Mike
Erickson said, “It doesn’t matter
how many people we have at this
table or who signs the agreement,
it’s not going to work unless the
deputies and the police officers work
together.  That’s what is going to
make it happen.  We do have a good
relationship with tribal officers

See Agreement Page 21
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By Jill Doerfler

In the last article I explained how non-
Indians thought about identity during the early
1900s. While blood quantum and racial under-
standings of identity were common among non-
Indians, American Indians had very different
ideas at this time. In fact, Anishinaabeg at White
Earth understood identity in a variety of ways
that differed from racial identities pushed by the
federal government.  

During the early 1900s White Earth was the
center of a national scandal due to fraudulent
and illegal sales of land allotments. In The White
Earth Tragedy, Melissa Meyer carefully details the
fraud and corruption at White Earth. Meyer
identifies the two primary political and cultural
fractions at White Earth during this time as “con-
servative” and “progressive.” She found that
“conservative Anishinaabe bands located at a
distance from fur trade outposts maintained a
more subsistence-oriented way of life” while
progressives “participated more fully in the mar-
ket economy.” The conservative fraction would
eventually be known as “full-bloods” and the
progressives as “mixed-bloods.” It is important
to note that these labels were reflective of cultur-
ally determined values and practices, not biolog-
ical or racial ancestry. 

During this time the federal government
needed to determine who was “mixed-blood” as
legally defined by U.S. courts to decide which
land sales were legal. Those who were “mixed-
blood” were allowed to sell their allotments but
“full-bloods” were not.  U.S. courts ruled that
legally a “mixed-blood” was person who had

any amount of white blood, no matter how
small. So, “mixed-blood” was legally a racial and
biological term that was not tied to culture. There
was an investigation in the 1910s during which
many Anishinaabeg were asked questions about
ancestry, blood quantum, and physical charac-
teristics so that the government could officially
decide who was a “mixed-blood.” Many
Anishinaabeg insisted that they did not use the
categories of “mixed-blood” and “full-blood” to
define an individual’s identity or if they did use
the categories they insisted the designations
were cultural and not racial. 

Several witnesses were confused by the
investigators use of the terms “mixed-blood”
and “full-blood” because racial categories based
on biology did not make any sense to many of
the Anishinaabe witnesses. For example, Nah-
wak-coming-skunk a sixty-year-old woman
from Pine Point was called to testify. An investi-
gator asked, “It is the practice or custom among
Indians to talk about blood relations of other
Indians and to distinguish the mixed bloods
from the full bloods?” She said that she had
never heard of anything like that. Jack Rabbitt
who was born at Ottertail Lake but moved to
White Earth around 1880 testified that it was not
the practice of the tribal government to distin-
guish between “full-bloods” and “mixed-
bloods.” Ah-nah-me-ay-gah-bow noted that
Anishinaabeg had not paid any attention to the
categories of “mixed-blood” and “full-blood”
until very recently. He said, “. . we were foolish,
didn’t pay attention to things. I have heard said

Anishinaabeg Understandings of Identity in the 1910s

See Identity Page 23

Chairwoman - Erma J. Vizenor

Recently, the Rainy River First Nations of
Canada hosted the White Earth Department of
Natural Resources (DNR) and a group of White
Earth tribal members on their Reserve north of
Fort Francis, Ontario. The event was Fish Week
at Rainy River First Nations.  

I had the wonderful opportunity to spend
one day at Rainy River with our White Earth
DNR, spiritual elder George “Joe Bush”
Fairbanks, other elders, and youth.  The rest of
the White Earth group spent three days at
Manitou Rapids, Rainy River First Nations.

We were treated very well by Rainy River
people.  We toured their fish hatchery, participat-
ed in spiritual sturgeon release ceremony on the
Rainy River, toured their sawmill business, and
visited their ancient burial mounds.  There were
feasts and a pow-wow throughout our visit.
Rainy River tribal leaders were also with us.  

Me-qwitch, Rainy River First Nations. 
The White Earth Tribe and Rainy River First

Nations have a partnership on sturgeon stocking
of our lakes on the White Earth Reservation.
Rainy River hatches the sturgeon, and White
Earth stocks our lakes with their fingerlings.

Last October along with their spiritual lead-
ers and elders, Rainy River First Nations came to

White Earth Reservation for the stocking of stur-
geon in Round Lake and White Earth Lake.  

I was present at the Feast of Fish and wild
rice for our Rainy River partners held at Pine

Submitted photo

From left: Joe Hunter, Director – Sustainable
Sturgeon Culture, Emo, Ontario; White Earth
Chairwoman Erma J. Vizenor; Chief Jim Leonard
– Rainy River First Nations, Ontario, Canada.

See Chairwoman Page 24
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Supplemental Youth Services Program 
((FFoorrmmeerrllyy SSuummmmeerr YYoouutthh EEmmppllooyymmeenntt PPrrooggrraamm))

Applicants And Parents: 

It is time to begin the application process for summer
employment.

Notice for Social Security Benefits Recipients:

Due to new Social Security guidelines, Summer Youth
applicants, parents and/or guardians, are now respon-
sible for completing the Social Security Consent Form
and mailing the form in to the Social Security Office for
verification of the type and amount of Social Security
Income you receive.

We are no longer able to request this information for
participants in accordance with the new Social Security
guidelines.

Application turned in without the required Social
Security will be considered incomplete and return to
the applicant.

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY

Notice of Availability is hereby given for an advertised
Environmental Assessment. The proposed project is
named: White Earth Community  Center and Pow
Wow Grounds Expansion. The proposed project has a
legal description as follows; Township 142 N., Range
41W., and the Northeast quarter of the Southwest quar-
ter of the Northwest quarter of the Southwest quarter
of the Southwest quarter, Section 23 of White Earth
Township, Becker County, Minnesota and the
Community of White Earth, Minnesota.

Summary: The White Earth Tribe in conjunction with
United States Rural Development and Housing and
Rural Development are proposing to construct a new
Community Center and Pow Wow Grounds
Expansion. The project is located within the
Community of White Earth, Minnesota. The under-
taking is established by the use of Federal funding.

Any party adversely affected by, or wishing to com-
ment on the proposed project may do so prior to June
11, 2007. Comments or concerns can be directed to:

Mr. Jamison Wark
Attn. White Earth Community  Center
White Earth Natural Resources Department
2209 271st  Ave. Unit #2
Mahnomen, MN 56557

The White Earth Nation

PROCLAMATION

Whereas,    The White Earth Nation has been established pursuant to a treaty
entered into by the United States of America and the White Earth Band of Ojibwe;
and

Whereas,     The treaty was entered into on June 14, 1867; and

Whereas,    The people of the White Earth Nation have celebrated the signing of the
treaty between the United States of America and the White Earth Nation in June of
each year; and

Whereas,     The signing of the treaty has been celebrated by holding a pow wow on
the third Friday in June in recent years.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Erma J. Vizenor, Chairwoman of the White Earth Nation, do
hereby proclaim that the third Friday in June, shall be called "Treaty Day." I further
proclaim that 'Treaty Day" shall be a holiday for the people of the White Earth
Nation.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Great Seal of
the White Earth Nation to be affixed at the Tribal Government Center this 31 day of
July, 2006

Erma J. Vizenor, Chairwoman

Dispatch: (218) 983-3201
Cops Line: (218) 983-2677

Clark graduates from Mayo Medical School
Patricia Clark graduated with her

Doctorate of Medicine May 17 from Mayo
Medical School in Rochester, Minn.

Tricia was honored to stand among her
40 classmates as they were individually
introduced as doctors for the first time, were

hooded, and then
received their
diplomas. 

In a small cer-
emony among
Tricia's family she
was robed with a
Pendleton blanket
entitled "Spirit
Quest." It was a
gift from Dr.
Judith Kaur, Mayo
Clinic Oncologist
and the medical
director for the
Native American
Programs of the
M a y o
Comprehensive
Cancer Center. Dr.

Kaur is one of only two Native American
Oncologists in the country and has been a
mentor to Tricia throughout her time at
Mayo. Tricia was accepted to the Mayo
Clinic College of Graduate Medical
Education to continue her training in
Obstetrics and Gynecology.

She graduated from Waubun High
School in 1999 and received a Bachelor of

Science Degree in Zoology from North
Dakota State University in 2003.

Tricia is the daughter of Eugene Jr. and
Grace Clark of Ogema. Her grandparents are
Eugene Sr. and Catherine Clark of Waubun.

Submitted photos

Dr. Patricia Clark received this Pendelton
blanket from Dr. Judith Kaur.
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By Winona LaDuke
White Earth Land Recovery Project

After a three-year battle at the legislature
and a long set of meetings with the
University of Minnesota, manoomin, or wild
rice, finally received protection, and, is, once
again recognized, as not only the most
sacred food of the Anishinaabe or Ojibwe
peoples, but also the cherished state grain.  

On May 8, 2007 Governor Tim Pawlenty
approved the Omnibus Environment and
Natural Finance Bill(H 2410/ S 2096),
included in this bill was protection for wild
rice. Andrea Hanks, the Wild Rice Campaign
coordinator for the White Earth Land
Recovery Project expressed great relief that
the bill had passed, thanking all of those
who supported it, “Protection for wild rice
has been a long time coming for
Anishinaabeg communities, many people
on all levels contributed to moving this leg-
islation, the tribes of Minnesota, tribal lead-
ers, allied organizations, citizens and  legis-
lators, I’m thankful for the help and support
that was given.” 

Spurred initially by the work at the
University of Minnesota to map the DNA
sequence of wild rice, the Anishinaabeg
became concerned about possible genetic
modification of wild rice in 2002.
Anishinaabeg concerns were heightened
when scientists revealed that ancient vari-
eties of corn, deep in Mexico had been cont-
aminated by genetically engineered seed
varieties hundreds of miles away.  

The White Earth Land Recovery Project,

joining with all members of the Minnesota
Chippewa Tribe, and in 2005, the Red Lake
Tribal Council (which grows paddy rice, but
opposes genetic engineering) lobbied the
University of Minnesota to forgo it’s right to
genetically engineer wild rice. That contro-
versy has been ongoing, since the University
of Minnesota has the “test plots” which
would be the most likely site for this type of
seed modification. The University opposed
the Ojibwe proposals as a limitation to “aca-
demic freedom,” frustrating much of the
Ojibwe leadership and the wild rice har-
vesters.  White Earth Tribal Chairwoman
Erma J. Vizenor also requested a moratori-
um on genetic engineering at the University
of Minnesota, underscoring the value of
wild rice to the White Earth reservation, one
of the largest producing tribes. 

Unable to secure an agreement with the
University,  legislation was introduced at the
Minnesota legislature to protect wild rice
and secure a moratorium on genetic engi-
neering . The initial legislation intended
would have been a 10 year moratorium pro-
hibited any genetic engineering of wild rice,
over the years this was reduced to a two-
year ban. At the start of the 2007 legislative
session, Rep. Frank Moe (DFL- Bemidji)
rewrote the bill, subsequently,  HF 1662 and
HF1663 combined they would become SF
2103 (Sen.Satveer Chaudhary).

Testifying this spring, George Goggleye
Jr., Chairman of Leech Lake tribal govern-
ment urged, “the committee to honor the

Minnesota’s manoomin gets protection

Welcome To White Earth

Photo by Gary W. Padrta

Chairwoman Erma J. Vizenor, along with RTC staffers and community members wel-
comed USDA State Director Steven Wenzel, left, and USDA Farm Service Agency State
Executive Director Perry Aasness to an informational meeting May 16 at the Shooting Star
Casino Event Center.  The tribe made a presentation on the cultural importance of wild rice.

See Manoomin Page 19

All non-paid articles submitted to the
Anishinaabeg Today will be run on a 

space-available basis.
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Rez Briefs

RTC Offices Closed
White Earth RTC offices throughout the reservation

will be closed Friday, June 15 for Treaty Day and will
reopen on Monday, June 18 at 8 a.m.

World War II Veterans
There will be a bus trip provided for WW II vets and

their spouses to the dedication of Minnesota's World
War II Veteran's Memorial in St. Paul on June 9.
Expenses will be paid. The bus will leave from the
Mahnomen Legion at approximately 6 a.m. Pick-ups
will be made in Waubun and Ogema if necessary. For
additional information, call Mahnomen County
Veterans Service Officer, Neil Toso at (218) 935-5062
Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. - noon. Please
leave a message if Neil is not in.

Blood Pressure/Blood Sugar Clinic At Callaway
The next blood pressure/blood sugar clinic at

Native Harvest in Callaway is Friday, June 8 from 10:30
to 11:30 a.m.

Native Harvest Open House
The White Earth Land Recovery Project and Native

Harvest will have an open house to celebrate the
Callaway Centennial on June 16 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
We will give tours of our new facility (the former
Callaway school building) and answer questions.
Refreshments will be served.

June MICOE Meeting
The June Minnesota Indian Council of Elders meet-

ing will be held at the White Earth ENP site (Congregate
Living Facility) on Monday, June 4. Lunch is served at
11:30 a.m. with meeting following. Andrea Athman
Luksik, RN, from White Earth Home Health will be giv-
ing a presentation on Emergency Preparedness. For
more information please call John Buckanaga, MICOE
Chairman at (218) 573-3104 or Carol Fabre, ENP
Coordinator at (218) 983-3285 Ext. 1266.

Callaway Centennial/Reunion
The Callaway Centennial and All School Reunion

will be held June 15-16. The All School Reunion and
Dinner will be on June 15 at 5 p.m. at the Community
Center. June 16 events include a craft fair, kiddy parade,
pageant, carnival, blow up games, softball tournaments,
bean bag, horseshoe tournaments, and food venders.
Native Harvest (old school) will be open for tours. The
Firefighter’s Street Dance, rain or shine, will be at 9 p.m.
Looking for craft vendors and food vendors, please con-
tact city hall at (218) 375-4691.

ALS Board of Directors Meeting
The Anishinabe Legal Services Board of Directors

meeting will be held Saturday, June 2 at 10 a.m. at the
ALS office is Cass Lake. Please call Carol at (218) 335-
2223 for more information. The public is invited.

Diabetes Bingo
Diabetes Bingo will be held in Rice Lake on June 8,

Mahnomen on June 11, and Elbow Lake on June 14.
Bingo will begin after the noon elder nutrition meal.
Bingo at Mahnomen will begin at 1 p.m. at Valley View
Apartments.  All are welcome to play.

Photo by Wendy Johnson 

Fond du Lac Tribal Chairwoman Karen Diver (right) shares a Susan G. Komen "Promise
Ring" with White Earth District I Representative Irene Auginaush.

Fond du Lac Reservation 
is first to host 'Koman on the Go' bus tour

Nine years ago, DeAnna Finifrock went
in for her very first mammogram. She
admits she was somewhat reluctant to go
through with it, but because she is a public
health nurse who spends her time urging
other women on the Fond du Lac
Reservation to safeguard their health, she
felt she really had to.

“You were the ones who forced my hand
because I felt guilty,” Finifrock admitted to
an audience made up primarily of women
during a convocation at the Fond du Lac
Gymnasium on May 15.

Finifrock went on to relate that when she
had the mammogram, doctors discovered
she had breast cancer, though the tumor was
still small enough to remove and treat suc-
cessfully with radiation and a six-year regi-
men of Tomoxifin.

“And you know what?” she posed. “I
am alive! And I’m now one proud grandma
to six grandchildren. I discovered it is well
worth getting a mammogram every year,
because now I plan on being around for a
long, long time – and possibly even long
enough to get to know my great-grandchil-
dren someday!”

Finifrock now represents the Fond du
Lac Reservation on the first-ever Susan BG.
Komen for the Cure American
Indian/Alaska Native National Advisory
Council formed a year ago, and her experi-
ence with that group gave her the opportu-
nity to learn about the Susan B. Komen
Foundation’s “Komen on the Go” bus tour.
And this week, Fond du Lac became the first
reservation ever to host the tour, which
Tribal Chair Karen Diver termed “a wonder-
ful honor.”

“I want to commend the excellence of
our health and human services for helping
to make this happen,” commented Diver,
“and for showing real innovation in helping
combat the anguish that breast cancer brings
into families.”

As part of the “Komen on the Go” tour, a
team of representatives from the Susan B.
Komen for the Cure organization was on
hand at the reservation Tuesday and
Wednesday, taking part in the convocation
and the cookout that followed and hosting
visitors at the state-of-the-art pink display
trailer that features surround-sound speak-
ers, interactive displays and a long bank of
personal computers with headphones so vis-
itors can navigate through a program on
breast cancer detection, treatment and pre-
vention at their own pace.

Susan G. Komen for the Cure was
founded in 1982 on a promise Nancy Brinker
made to her dying sister, Susan G. Komen,
that she would do everything in her power
to end breast cancer forever. The initiative
has now become the world’s largest grass-
roots network of breast cancer survivors and
activists, investing nearly $1 billion so far to
help fulfill that promise.

The Komen tour is an innovative off-
shoot of that movement, with two mobile
exhibits that travel to some 150 locations
throughout the country each year promoting
awareness of early detection of breast cancer
at the community level.

Finifrock explained that four years ago
the Fond du Lac Reservation submitted and
received a grant to help fund a comprehen-

See Rings Page 24
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White Earth Tribal Council answers
questions regarding TERO Ordinance

This is the construction season,
and many people have questions
about White Earth’s Tribal
Employment Rights Ordinance
(TERO).  

Individual tribal members who
are seeking work on construction
projects, and tribal members who are
contractors each have preference to
work on construction projects on the
reservation.  

For tribal member-owned con-
tractors, the amount of the prefer-
ence depends upon the size of the
project as measured by the lowest
responsible bid.  The smaller the pro-
ject, the higher the percentage above
the low bid that is permitted a tribal
member owned contractor; and the
larger the project, the smaller the
percentage above the low bid that is
permitted the tribal member- owned
contractor.  The schedule of percent-
age preference from the White Earth
TERO Ordinance illustrates the
range of preference for tribal mem-
ber-owned contractors.

The White Earth TERO
Ordinance previously included a
provision which permitted tribal
member-owned contractors to

match the low bid, regardless of how
high the tribal member’s bid was
above the lowest responsible bid.
This provision was referred to as a
“trump card,” because it permitted a
tribal member-owned contractor to
match the low bid even if the bid
grossly exceeded the low bid.

Because this feature of the TERO
Ordinance resulted in a major reduc-
tion in bids being submitted on trib-
al projects, the Tribal Council
removed the provision from the
TERO Ordinance.  Before the Tribal
Council amended the TERO
Ordinance, it surveyed various other
Tribe’s TERO Ordinances, and could
not find any other Tribe that permit-
ted a tribal member-owned contrac-
tor to match the lowest responsible
bid.  

The TERO representatives from
the other Tribes verified that they
did not permit this practice because
it greatly diminished the number of
competitive bids submitted; and
because the practice drove up the
cost of tribal projects.  A chart show-
ing a comparison of various other

When the lowest responsive
Bid is less then $100,000

When the lowest responsive bid is:

At least $100,000 but less than
$200,000;

At least $200,000 but less than
$300,000;

At least $300,000 but less than
$400,000;

At least $400,000 but less than
$500,000;

At least $500,000 but less than
$1 million;

At least $1 million but less than
$2 million;

At least $2 million but less than
$4 million;

At least $4 million but less than
$7 million;

$7 million and over;

White Earth 
Schedule of Percentage Preference

10% preference upward is allowed;

9% preference upward is allowed;

8% preference upward is allowed;

7% preference upward is allowed;

6% preference upward is allowed;

5% preference upward is allowed;

4% preference upward is allowed;

3% preference upward is allowed;

2% preference upward is allowed;

1 1/2% preference upward is allowed.

See TERO Page 24
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The Pine Point School/Mahnomen Elementary
School/Naytahwaush Elementary School is participating
in the Summer Food Service Program.  Meals will be pro-
vided to all children up to the age of 18 without charge.
Acceptance and participation requirements for the pro-
gram and all activities are the same for all regardless of
race, color, national origin, gender, age or disability, and
there will be no discrimination in the course of the meal
service.  Meals will be provided at three different sites and
time as follows:

Pine Point Public School District #25
Ponsford, MN

Monday through Friday
Breakfast Snack
9 a.m. – 9:15 a.m.

Lunch
12:15 p.m. - 1 p.m.

Mahnomen Elementary School District #432
Mahnomen, MN

Monday through Friday
Breakfast Snack
8 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.

Lunch
12:15 p.m. - 1 p.m.

Naytahwaush Community Charter School District #4155
Naytahwaush, MN

Monday through Friday
Breakfast Snack
8:30 a.m. – 9 a.m.

Lunch
12:15 p.m. - 1 p.m.

June 4, 2007 to June 29, 2007

Any person who believes he or she has been discrim-
inated against in any USDA-related activity should write
or call immediately to:

USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W,
Whitten Building, 14th & Independence Avenue, S.W.,

Washington, DC 20250-9410 
(202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD)

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Summer Food Service Program

Submitted photo

White Earth elders, youth and Natural Resources staff get a tour of the Rainy Rivers First
Nation Manitou Forest Product Saw Mill May 18.

WE Nation represented at Rainy River First
Nations Lake Sturgeon Release and Fish Fry

White Earth elders, youth, staff of
Natural Resources Department and
Chairwoman Erma J. Vizenor attended the
Rainy River First Nations Lake Sturgeon
Release and 36th Annual Manitou Fish Fry
from May 16-18.

During their visit, people went to the
Lake Sturgeon Hatchery, Manitou Forest
Product Saw Mill, Kay Nah Chi Wah Nung
Historical Centre, tour the Cultural Centre
and Burial Mounds site. 

The group was welcomed by the com-
munity with a welcoming feast and opening
remarks from Tribal Chief Jim Leonard II, Joe
Hunter – Hatchery Manager and Willy
Wilson – Tribal Elder. They then toured the
fish hatchery where the Lake Sturgeon are
stripped and hatched. More than 13,000 Lake
Sturgeon will be coming to White Earth in
the fall for stocking in White Earth and
Round Lakes. 

On the second day, the group participat-
ed in a ceremony in releasing Lake Sturgeon
Fry back into Rainy River. To the Rainy River
First Nation and all Anishinabe people, we
believe if we take something out of nature,
we must give thanks and put something
back. 

The group went on tours of the Rainy
Rivers First Nation Manitou Forest Product
Saw Mill, Kay Nah Chi Wah Nung Historical
Centre, the Cultural Centre and Burial
Mounds site.   

People had a chance to meet actor,
Gordon Tootoosis, well known for his role as
Albert from the TV series “North of 60.” He
is acting in the up coming HBO special,
“Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee” on May
27. Gordon spoke to area schools and youth
of his experience growing up on the reserve,
not able to speak his own language “Cree,”

drug and alcohol abuse, and telling youth to
follow their dreams.

The group finished the second day with
supper with Gordon Tootoosis, and drum-
ming and dancing at their Round House.

On the final day, the group attended
Gordon speaking to the schools and youth.

Submitted photo

Gerald “Jeep” Roberts (partially hidden)
and White Earth elder John Buckanaga check
out a sturgeon during a visit to Rainy River
First Nations in Canada.

See Fish Page 24
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Student of the Year
Jessica R. Goodwin

Graduate Student Speaker
Mary Tenorio Farly

WETCC Graduates
Associate of Arts Degree

Patricia Moran - Native Studies,
Mary Tenorio Farely - Education,
Lisa Zornes - Native Studies

MSCTC/WE Carpentry Program
Jeffery Butcher, Keith Clark, Mike
Keezer Jr., Brian Sargent Sr.,
Nathanial Sargent, Joseph
Thompson

Certified Nursing Assistants
Amanda Alger, Ashley Bailey,
Susie Ballot, Amy Beaulieu,
Tammy Bellanger, Evelyn Boswell,
Sarah Bunker, Shari Burnette,
Alice Clark, Mary Edwards,
Barbara Engdahl, Jessica
Frederick, Michelle Frederick,
Angela Gonzalez, Randi Harluk,
Linda Johnston, Audrey Jones,
Karen Jones, Naomi Jones, Nora
Jones, Connie LaFriniere, Evelyn
Lang, Adrianne Levy, Page
Lhotka, Cheyenne Manypenny,
Sheree Millage, Angela Murray-
Whirlwindsoldier, Roxann

Trujillo, Shashana Raithel, Victoria
Seymour, Sheila Stevens, Natalie
Suleiman, Mary Sullivan, Holly
Thompson, Christin Van Nett,
Denise Vargas, Tammy Wadena,
Heather Williams

White Earth 
Adult Education Graduates

Latoya Auginaush, Kayla
Bachmeier,  Jimmy Ballek, Cindy
Bellanger, Richard Bevins, Amber
Bjerk, Anthony Blue, Erica Brown,
Cheyenne Bunker, Sarah Bunker,
Roger Burnette, David
Christensen, Aaron Dahl, Ana
Encina, George Favorite, Kenneth
Folstrom, Carla Gale, Colt
Germain, Thomas Giard, Roger
Gilbert, Brittnay Heinonen,
Benjamin Heisler, Brian Helgeson,
Felicia Helm, Beth Hill, Lynette
Hill, Sunshine Hvezda, Audrey
Jones, Eric Keezer, Rebecca
Keezer, Andrew LaFriniere, Carla
Littlewolf, Lorraine Londo,
Megan Mahoney, Janelle
Oppegard, Jordon  Oppegard,
Sonny Porter, Tina Rock, Alvin
Sargent, Brian Sargent, Tyler
Simon, Dianne Somero, Jamie
Stevens, Azalea Stone, Paige
Wark, Jessie Warren, Michael
Warrior.

White Earth Tribal and Community College
Class of 2007

May 15 - Shooting Star Casino Event Center

Photos by Gary W. Padrta

From left: Graduating from the White Earth Tribal and Community College
with an Associate of Arts Degree are Pat Moran - Native Studies, Lisa Zornes
- Native Studies, Steve Dahlberg (Instructor), and Mary Tenorio Farley -
Education.

White Earth Tribal and Community College Student of the Year Jessica
Goodwin speaks to graduates and those in attendance.

Dr. Robert “Sonny” Peacock, White Earth Tribal and Community College
President shakes hands with graduates after the Traveling Song, which was
performed by the Little Red Tail Drum Group.

Members of the Adult Basic Education get ready to receive their diplomas
during commencement exercises May 15 at the Shooting Star Casino Event
Center.
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Charles W. LaDue
Attorney at Law

(White Earth Enrollee)

● Personal Injury ● Insurance

Coon Rapids, MN

Call Toll Free 1-866-784-6384

7:45 am ~ Registration: Coffee/Rolls

8:15 am ~ Opening: White Earth Spiritual
Advisor

8:30 am ~ Welcome: Erma J. Vizenor, White
Earth Tribal Chairperson

8:45am ~ Welcome/History of ACLU-MN and
The Greater MN Racial Justice Project: Mr.
Charles Samuelson, Executive Director, ACLU -
MN

9 am ~ Keynote: Redditt Hudson, Eastern MO
ACLU-MN, Racial Justice Mgr. "How Can You, as
Professionals, Address Racial Disparity Within the
System," from the perspective of a person that
was within.

10 am ~ Questions/Answers

10:15 am ~ Morning Break

10:30 am ~ Video: "This is How We See It" 20
minutes, local Native viewpoints.

10:50 am ~ Formation of Group Discussion

Tables

11 am ~ Group Table Discussions; viewpoints
on Racial Disparity within community and pro-
fessional work.

12:30 pm ~ Lunch

l:30 pm ~ Video: "The Solutions, In Community
Eyes" 15 minutes, local Native solutions for the
problem of racial disparity.

2 pm ~ Group Table Discussions; solutions for
Racial Disparity

3 pm ~ Presentation of Solutions/Ideas

4 pm ~ Closing: Audrey Thayer, Coordinator,
GMRJP, ACLU-MN "Where Do We Go From Here
and Who Will Do It?

Questions, and to RSVP, please call Lorna
Lague at (218) 983-3285 (White Earth) or Gina
Walters at (218) 444-2285 at GMRJP (Bemidji), or
email gwalters@aclu-mn.org.  

Application will be made for two elimina-
tion of bias CLE credits.

Conference Agenda
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NOTICE OF FILING DATES FOR ELECTION
TO THE SCHOOL BOARD INDEPENDENT
SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 25 PONSFORD,

MINNESOTA

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the period for fil-
ing affidavits of candidacy for the office of school board
member of Independent School District No. 25 shall
begin on July 3, 2007, and shall close at 4 p.m. on July
17, 2007.

The general election shall be held on Tuesday, Nov.
6, 2007.  At that election, four members will be elected
to the School Board for terms of four years each.

Affidavits of Candidacy are available from the
school district clerk, P.O. Box 8, Ponsford, MN 56575.
The filing fee for this office is $2.  A candidate for this
office must be an eligible voter, must be 21 years of age
or more on assuming office, must have been a resident
of the school district from which the candidate seeks
election for 30 days before the general election, and
must have no other affidavit on file for any other office
at the same general election.

The affidavits of candidacy must be filed in the
office of the school district clerk and the filing fee paid
prior to 4 p.m. on July 17, 2007.

BY ORDER OF THE SCHOOL BOARD

Submitted photo

Honored graduates from left are: Kayla Iverson, Brieana Thompson, Chelsey Martine,
Jessica Frederick, Briana Goodwin, and Brodie Camp. Not pictured are Brandon Coyle, April
Hvezda, Jacob Klostermeier and Isaiah Pemberton.

Bagely Native American banquet a success
The Bagley High School Title VII, JOM,

and the Success For the Future programs
organized a recognition banquet to honor all
Title VII Native American descendant
seniors on May 16 in the commons area of
the Bagley High School. 

There was a great turn out.  The
Anishinaabe team members and friends, led
by Carol Bliss, decorated the Commons Area
in traditional Native colors, and made a spe-
cial candle for each of the graduates. Lou
Iverson helped with registration, dissemi-
nating needs assessments, and collecting
names for door prizes to be awarded that
evening. 

Janice Goodwin opened the evening
with a welcome prayer to bless the gradu-
ates and the pot luck meal. The Eagle Spirit
drum group sang a Welcome Song.  After a

delicious pot luck feast, Tracy Clark had an
inspirational message for the seniors.
District I Representative Irene Auginaush
and White Earth Education Director Joan
LaVoy congratulated each senior present
and presented them with plaques and cer-
tificates. Everyone followed in a circle to
shake hands and congratulate each senior as
the drum group sang an Honor Song.   

Door prizes were donated by the
Shooting Star Casino, the Bagley High
School, Leech Lake Palace Casino, and the
Seven Clans Casino. 

Kathy Clark was the emcee for the
evening, and everyone had a great time
waiting to see if they had won a door prize.
The Eagle Spirit Drum Group played a
Traveling Song to end this celebration.

District I Representative
Irene Auginaush, left,
looks on as White Earth
Education Director
Joan LaVoy hands
Bagley High School
senior Brodie Camp a
plaque and certificate at
a recognition banquet
that honored all Title VII
Native American
descendant seniors on
May 16 at Bagley High
School.

Submitted photo

Does it take too long to get the Anishinaabeg
Today at home? You can read the paper online
at whiteearth.com the same day it is printed.  

Plus, you can read back issues!



1122 AAnniisshhiinnaaaabbeegg TTooddaayy WWeeddnneessddaayy,, MMaayy 3300,, 22000077



WWeeddnneessddaayy,, MMaayy 3300,, 22000077 AAnniisshhiinnaaaabbeegg TTooddaayy 1133

Women 40-60 years old, you are invited
to a Breast Health Program and Dinner

June 14, 2007 from 5:30-7 p.m.
at the 

Naytahwaush Sports Complex Elders Dining Area

Speakers will discuss the importance of mammograms
and early detection. Please bring a friend, sister, mom or
grandmother along. 

Pre-registration (seating is limited) is required by
June 8, 2007.

To register call Kim Turner at the White Earth Community
Health Education Program at (218) 983-3285 Ext. 1359. 

This event is co-sponsored by the White Earth
Community Health Education Program and the Local

American Cancer Society

Alex Kent, a 7th grader from Waubun
School, was recognized for his work in the
18th edition of Student Originals, a creative
contest of The (Fargo) Forum Newspapers in
Education Service, which was sponsored by
Pepsi Americas and The Forum.

This contest showcased a sample of the
talent and creative abilities of youth in the
areas of editorial writing, editorial cartoon
and advertisement design.
The Forum received close to
5,000 entries from schools
throughout Fargo, West Fargo
and surrounding schools in
Minnesota and North Dakota.

Area businesses invested
in this project by purchasing
adverting space for students
to design their ads.  Business
sponsors looked over the stu-
dent created entries and chose
their ads.

Alex took second place in
the advertisement design ad
for the Fargo Theatre. He
received a certificate, $20 cash
and recently attended a ban-
quet held in honor of the 45
winners at the Holiday Inn in
Fargo.  His ad appeared in
The Forum on April 26.

“I am really proud of my
son and he is very excited
with his accomplishments,”
said Alex’s mon, Nicole Kent.

The following Waubun-
Ogema students received

honorable mention in the advertisement
design category: Sarah Lyons, grade 7, and
Kelsey Corcoran, grade 7.  That is three stu-
dents from Waubun-Ogema School that
either placed or were honorable mention.

They did not get an invite to the ban-
quet, but their ads ran in the The Forum on
April 26.

Alex Kent takes second place in contest

Big Elbow Lake Fishing Pier

Submitted photo

The Big Elbow Lake community held a ribbon cutting ceremony for their newly con-
structed fishing pier during Families First Night on May 9. From left are Mary Hansen,
Pam Annette, Pat Cobb, White Earth Natural Resources Director Mike Swan, District III
Representative Gus Bevins, Secretary-Treasurer Bud Heisler, Chairwoman Erma J.
Vizenor, Carla Soyring and Mary Farley. Hansen, Annette, Cobb, Soyring and Farley are
on the Big Elbow Lake Area Community Council.

NNeeww HHoorriizzoonn RReessoorrtt && LLooddggee
on Beautiful White Earth Lake

(218) 473-2138

OOppeenn ffoorr tthhee SSuummmmeerr SSeeaassoonn!!
Monday Thru Saturday 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

FFrriiddaayy NNiigghhtt FFiieessttaa
All Mexican Menu Fridays 5-9 p.m.

SSaattuurrddaayy NNiigghhtt SSppeecciiaal 
BBQ Ribs or Coconut Shrimp 5-9 p.m.

SSuunnddaayy BBrruunncchh BBuuffffeett 
Every Sunday from 9 a.m. till 2 p.m.

Closed Sunday after 2 p.m.

WWeeddnneessddaayy NNiigghhtt WWaalllleeyyee aanndd WWiilldd RRiiccee BBuuffffeett

Starts May 30th!
From 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. during the summer

On the North end of White Earth Lake
218-473-2138

White Earth Land Recovery Project 
is seeking a Development Director to create and imple-
ment the annual development plan in coordination with
Executive Director and Deputy Director, create and sub-
mit funding proposals including government contracts,
and complete funding proposal reports.

Qualifications: A Bachelor’s degree in English,
Business or other applicable degree, experience with
grant writing and foundation budget reporting.   Salary
commensurate with experience, superb benefits pack-
age.

Send resumes by Friday, June 1, 2007 to Leah
Prussia, WELRP, 607 Main Avenue, Callaway, MN,
56521 or lprussia@welrp.org

Photo illustration

Alex Kent, a 7th grader from Waubun School, won second
place for this ad he designed for a contest sponsored by The
(Fargo) Forum.
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Andy Auginaush

Raymond Auginaush Jr.

Janelle Bigbear

William Fasthorse

Sarah Fox

Johnathan Jackson

Harry Kettle III

Jessica Lopez

Rachel Stevens

Stacey Stevens

Alaina Thompson

Andrea Thompson
Photos by Gary W. Padrta

Class of 2007 - Clockwise from lower left: Andy Auginaush, Rachel
Stevens, Janelle Bigbear, Jessical Lopez, William Fasthorse, Harry Kettle
III, Johnathan Jackson, Sarah Fox, Stacy Stevens, RJ Auginaush, Alaina
Thompson. Not pictured: Andrea Thompson.

Circle of Life School staffer Sue Brekke pins a flower on senior Sarah Fox
before graduation begins May 18.

Family, friends, school staff and community members take turns congratulat-
ing graduates in the reception line.

Class Colors
Red, Black,
Silver

Class Flower
Red Rose

Class Motto
“In our hands we
hold today; in our
dreams we hold
tomorrow; in our
hearts we hold

forever.

Circle of Life School Class of 2007
May 18, 2007 - Circle of Life School

Awards

Robert Butcher Memorial - RJ Auginaush Jr.

Rita Burnette Memorial - Stacey Stevens

Arvig Memorial Scholarship - RJ Auginush Jr.

SoDak Scholarship - Janelle Bigbear and
Stacey Stevens

Presidential Education Award: Alaina
Thompson

MCT & White Earth Tribal Council Awards -
Andy Auginaush, Raymond Auginaush Jr.,
Janelle Bigbear, William Fasthorse, Sarah Fox,
Johnathan Jackson, Harry Kettle III, Jessica
Lopez, Rachel Stevens, Stacey Stevens, Alaina
Thompson, Andrea Thompson

Don Goodwin gives Stacey Stevens a hug
after she received her diploma.



WWeeddnneessddaayy,, MMaayy 3300,, 22000077 AAnniisshhiinnaaaabbeegg TTooddaayy 1155

Photos by Gary W. Padrta

White Earth Village Parade - May 10
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1222 1st Street ~ Waubun

Daily Lunch Specials & Hand-Made Pizza’s

Bingo on Mondays & Fridays @ 6 p.m. 
Be Early!

Fridays WAMO Meat Raffle @ 5:30 p.m.

Call (218) 473-2700 for Take Out

Monday ~ Saturday 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Sunday 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Pappy’s is a Smoke-Free Restaurant

Dispatch: (218) 983-3201
Cops Line: (218) 983-2677

Congratulations tribal member/descendant graduates
The following members

of a federally recognized
tribe and descendants have
graduated from area high
schools.

Fosston High School
Curtis Campbell
Aaron Cymbaluk
Levi Coyer
Ashley Loftstrand
Cassandra Olson
Rebecca Olson
Trisha Solmon
Chelsea Winter

Bagley High School
Brodie Camp 
Brandon Coyle
Jessica Frederick
Briana Goodwin 
April Hvezda
Kayla Iverson
Jacob Klostermeier
Chelsey Martine
Isaiah Pemberton
Brieana Thompson

Circle of Life School
Andy Auginaush
Raymond Auginaush Jr.
Janelle Bigbear
William Fasthorse
Sarah Fox
Johnathan Jackson
Harry Kettle III
Jessica Lopez
Rachel Stevens
Stacey Stevens
Alaina Thompson
Andrea Thompson

Park Rapids High School
Cassandra Cloud
Jacqueline French
Derek Goodman
Trenton Greenlee
Winona Long
Jennifer Moran
Jessica Smith
Tyler Thompson

Waubun High School
Tara Bailey
Cory Bellefeuille
Heather Carrabou
Thomas Covington
Shauna Donner 
Andrew Frigen
Dusty Hagen
Jana Ingebrigtson
Allison Kemper
Jennifer Ladd
Chelsey McArthur
George Pederson
Andrew Short
Brittany Tibbetts
Ryan Warren
Sasha Munnell

Bemidji High School
Mitchell Anywaush
Tammi Beaulieu
Melvin Bush
Erica Busse
Luisa Gonzalez-Rivera
Andrea Goodwin
Zach Graham
Shalane Graves
Danielle Greenleaf
Stacie Johnson
Jasmin Larson
Zach Lemon
Ivan MacDonald
Danielle Manzi
Christopher Marotta
Clarissa Martin
Beverly May
Christopher Michaud
Lydia Ninham
Katie Northbird
Savannah Osborn
Ray Parsons Jr.
Shauna Perrault
Jamie Randberg
Derek Smith
Alice Storey
Amy Storey
Zachary Tanner
Abgail Theroux
Pearl Walker
Cynthia White
Timothy White

Mahnomen High School
Kaleb Accobee
Tasha Bellanger
April Bevins
Rachel Brunner
Joe (Levi) Bush
Ruben Espinoza
Jessica Genis
Heather Hanson
Nathan Ihry
James Jurina
Derek LaFriniere
Shauna LaFriniere
Victoria LaFriniere
Donny LaGue
Stephanie Longfield
Andy Lundon
Ian McArthur
Tyson McArthur
Kelsey Pavek
Dustin Roy
Travis Roy
Christopher Strong 
Matthew Tibbetts
Cody Turner
Curtis VanWert
Holli  Zortman

Detroit Lakes High School
Whitney Accobee
Gabriel Avery
Hannah Bakke
Melyssa Belland
Steven Carpentier
James Conner
Chaz Dodd
Faron Fingalson
Jena Fingalson
Emily Greene
Michelle Heinonen
Richard Heinonen
Timothy Hoverson
Andrew Jasken
Catherine McDougall
Amber McKenzie
Megan Meyer
Daniel Nelson
Sarah Piche
Marisa Schlauderaff

- Crystal Arnold, BA in Biology

- Jacky Carlson, BA in Sociology and
Accounting

- Margaret Claymore, MS in Reading

- Tara Claymore, BS in Health Services
Administration

- Rachel Gunderson, BS in Administration

- Amy Halvorson, MS in Counseling and
Student Affairs, Community Counseling

- Frank Johnson, BA in Biology and

Chemistry

- Samantha Jones, BS in Accounting

- John Leaf, BS in Computer Science

- Verna Olson, BA in English

- Joseph Perrault, BS in Social Studies
Education

- Rachel Sang, BS in Chemistry

- Sherry Vanata, BS in Finance

- Jessica Wanna, BS in Geosciences

MSU Moorhead 2006-07 American Indian graduates
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June WIC Calendar
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

4 65

1211 13 14 15

22201918 21

26 27 28 2925

1

7 8

Pine Point
Clinic

9:30-1:00

Naytahwaush
Clinic

9:00-3:00

Rice Lake
Community

Center
9:30-1:00

Gonvick
Community 

Center
10:00-3:00

Bagley 
Elementary

School
9:30-3:00

Bagley 
Elementary

School
9:30-3:00

WIC
(218) 983-6232 or
1-800-477-0125

White Earth
Health Center 

8:00-4:00

White Earth
Health Center 

8:00-4:00

White Earth
Health Center 

8:00-4:00

Closed 
for 

Treaty Day

Mahnomen
Riverland Apts

11:00-5:30

Mahnomen
Riverland Apts

9:00-3:00

Bagley 
Elementary 

School
9:30-3:00

June Food Distribution Calendar
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

4 65

11 12 14 15

2220 21

25

7 8

18 19

27 2826

1

Detroit Lakes,
Congregate

Home Delivery
No Distribution

Bagley, RL,
Ponsford, NTW, 
Naytahwaush 
Home Delivery

Diabetes
Screening

w/Cheryl S.

Office hours:  M-F  8-4:30 
Distribution hours: M-Th  9-3:30
Lunch:  Noon to 1 p.m.
Phone: (218) 935-2233 
Fax: (218) 935-2235

Mahnomen
Waubun,

White Earth
Home Delivery

Nutrition
Demo

w/Colleen B.

13

29

Inventory
No

Distribution

Closed for 
Treaty Day

No
Distribution

Inventory
No

Distribution

No
Distribution

Nutrition
Demo

w/Colleen B.

Nutrition Demo
w/Colleen B.

Diabetes Screen
w/Cheryl S.

Navajo Code Talkers

Submitted photo and photo illustration

Bev Johnson, who works at White Earth Dispatch, met
three Navajo Code Talkers April 26 in Albuquerque, N.M.
Bev accompanied her daughter who was in town for a
teacher’s convention. She noticed the three veterans at a
table among the craft and display booths and she had a con-
versation with them.  She said one of the many interesting
stories was the Japanese trying to figure out the Navajo lan-
guage.  One example was the Navajo phrase “Dibe binaa
naadzii,” which means “Mt. Suribachi is secured.”  Bev said
the Japanese translation was “Sheeps eyes is cured.”
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June Diabetes Project Calendar
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

6

12 13 14 15

22

74 5 8

1

18

11

20 21

2925

19

27 2826

Monte Fox - Coordinator
Cheryl St.Claire - Program Nurse
Gail Gardner - IHS Nutritionist
Phone: (218) 983-3285 

Nutrition
Education 
@ Ranch 

Nutrition
Education 
@ Ranch 

Diabetes 
Bingo @

Valley View
Apartments - 1

Diabetes
Bingo @  

Rice Lake
after lunch

Dr. Ung @
White Earth

Wisdom Steps
Conference at

Hinckley

Wisdom Steps
Conference at

Hinckley

Wisdom Steps
Conference at

Hinckley

Nutrition Ed &
BP, BS 

@ Ranch 
10-12, 1-2

BP, BS 
@ Ranch 
10-12, 1-2

Nutrition Ed @
Ranch

Diabetes Bingo @
Elbow Lake  after

lunch

Dr. Ung @
Naytahwaush/

Rice Lake

Closed 
for 

Treaty Day

Classified Ads

Compact Discs, DVD & Stereo Systems - Audio, Video &
Musical Accessories.  The Sound Shop, Detroit Lakes 1-800-
240-8901.

Lot for sale: 0.92 acre lot, leveled and graded with frontage
on Co. Rd. 4, mid-central Naytahwaush near busy 4-way
stop intersection.  Perfect for C-Store, laundry, off-sale, or?
City water & sewer.  Carrie Graham, owner, (218) 935-5903.

Wanted: Ojibwe language teacher a private daycare facility,
part-time, two hours every other Saturday.  Must be fluent
speaker, knowledgeable about Native American communi-
ty, traditions and culture.  Salary: $25 an hour. Contact
Cleone Thompson, Nokomis Daycare, at (612) 722-2116.

House for sale: Well maintained cozy 1 1/2 story 4 bedroom
home with historic charm in Waubun.  Recently renovated,
many updates to include new windows, roof and fresh
paint throughout house.  Sits on two acres of land. Features
2-stall garage, and 40x40x12 Foltz shop w/dual heat, bath-
room, hot/cold water, phone, cable - $143,000.  Call (218)
473-2341 for private showing.

For sale: 1997 Ford 150 Lariat, extended cab, 4x4, PW/S/B,
air, stereo, cassette, 147,000 miles, runs good, new tires. Plus
2000 Sportsman 500 ATV, low miles, well kept - both for
$6,000.  Call (218) 573-2048.

Wanted to buy:  Leeches, blood suckers, snapping turtles,
painted/mud turtles, and snakes.  Call Eric at (218) 758-2097
or 1-800-630-7654.

MUST SELL: Suzuki Quadzilla 500cc ATV, fresh engine,
excellent condition, very fast - $1,500. Call (651) 503-4392
and ask for Pat.

Lawn mower repair and sales:  Call Don V. at (218) 936-
3638.

For sale: 1996 Toyota T100, 1/2 ton, 4x4, V6, 183,000 miles,
maintenance records, good condition, low book price -
$6,100, will negotiate. (218) 573-3687.

For sale: 1981 Schultz Trailer - 14 x 70.  Trailer comes with
gas range and refrigerator, propane furnace. Good condi-
tion.  Must move from current location.  Asking $5,000 obo.
Call (218) 473-3102 evenings ask for Doug.

Beadwork for sale:  Bracelets, barrettes, ID holders, check-
book covers and more. Great anytime gifts for graduation,
give away’s, raffles, holidays. Call for more information:
(218) 935-5860, or for sample pictures e-mail me at 
anishinaabecrafts@yahoo.com

first people of this state by letting this pass.”
“Wild rice is integrated into our lives,”
added Bois Forte Tribal Chairman Kevin
Leecy in his testimony. Leecy is also chair of
the Indian Affairs Legislative Council.
“History has shown that it is hard to contain
these things in test plots, Leecy explained,
noting, “ supposed improvements in white
rice led to ( genetic contamination) which
cost the white rice industry $l00 million in
the southern US.” In turn, the bill was
opposed by biotech lobbyists Thomas
Kelliher and Phil Griffin, arguing that the
state’s soybean and corn crops would be
impacted by requiring an environmental
impact statement and other precautions for
wild rice, recognizing that the majority of
these fields are genetically engineered.   The
University of Minnesota did not oppose the
legislation, and a number of senators ( Steve
Dille, R-Dassel) and others suggested that
they would just prefer to just make the use
of genetically modified wild rice seed illegal.  

The final bill was a merger of several
efforts:  HF 1662, asked to implement a
study of the environmental threats to natur-
al wild rice stands including development
pressure, water levels, pollution, invasive
species, and genetic strains, the study would
have to include recommendations for the
state to act to increase natural stands of wild

and future protection. HF 1663, amended
state statute to require an environmental
impact statement be conducted in advance
of open-air tests of GE wild rice and puts the
matter under the authority of the
Environmental Quality Board. The
Environmental Quality Board would also be
required to notify the state’s wild rice indus-
try, the Legislature and federally recognized
tribes within Minnesota if a permit to release
genetically engineered wild rice was issued
anywhere in the United States.

These bills were amended to be com-
bined into one bill HF 1663 and SF 2103 and
included in Omnibus Bill S2096 H2410. “The
decision to drop the two-year moratorium
and go with the revised legislation was a
gamble but both bills combined protect wild
rice,” Allen Richardson, a WELRP intern
with the Organizing Apprenticeship Project
explained, after his second year of working
on the legislation.  Richardson is hopeful,
noting, “this bill establishes a precedent to
protect wild rice I hope it encourages other
states such as Wisconsin to consider seeking
legislation to protect wild rice.” 

The next steps for wild rice are to con-
vene a committee to begin studying the span
of threats to wild rice, including lake shore
development, habitat decline and genetic
engineering. This report is due back in 2008.

Manoomin from Page 4

In honor of their special day

Joyce Dakota &
Gordon Bellanger

Invite all family and friends
to attend their wedding on
Saturday, July 7 at 1 p.m.

Ceremony and reception to
be held at the couple’s home 

(No gifts please)

All submissions to
the

Anishinaabeg
Today must be

lleeggiibbllee!
Submissions that
cannot be read
will not be
accepted. 
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Horizons Spruce Up Callaway

Submitted photo

Horizons is a nonprofit organization affiliated with the Northwest Area
Foundation that seeks small communities to assist in raising up local leader-
ship to address the issue of poverty. Sitting Bull College administrates the local
area. Meetings are open to all residents of Callaway.  This is a recent com-
munity activity project done by Horizons participants in Callaway. Pictured
from left are: Eric Albrecht, Harold Hagan, Jean Bakka, Ted Winter, Ramona
Somdahl, Carol Erickson (Lake Park) and Dolores Struthers.

139th Annual White Earth Celebration
Princess and Brave Contest 

June 15-17, 2007

Princess and Brave
Request for Application Packet

Request for Application Must be Postmarked by June 15, 2007

1. Participants must pledge to live a drug and alcohol free lifestyle at all
times.
2. Participants (male and female) may not have any pregnancies past,
present or during the year that the participant holds the title of Princess
or Brave.
3. Must be an enrolled member or descendant of White Earth, docu-
mentation required.
4. Must live on or within 25 miles of White Earth Reservation, docu-
mentation required.
5. Participants must be age 9-12 for the Junior title. Participants must be
age 13-17 for the Senior title.
6. Participant cannot hold any other title of royalty while applying or
holding the title of White Earth Princess or Brave.
7. White Earth Celebration Princess and Brave title will only be award-
ed once in a lifetime.
8. Reigning Princess’ and Braves’ must agree to have their photograph
taken and agree to have their picture displayed at the White Earth RTC
or other building designated by the White Earth Celebration
Committee. Photographs will be taken immediately on site after the
titles are awarded.
9. Request for application must be completely filled out.
10.  The White Earth Celebration Committee must verify Request for
Application Packet information. Request for Application Packet will
be denied if information cannot be verified.

Please Print Clearly

Name______________________________Birth Date__________________

Address___________________________________Phone #_____________
Street/P.O. Box City Zip Code

School____________________White Earth Enrollment#_______________

Descendants parent or grandparent name and enrollment #
_____________________________________________________________

I, __________________________ understand and comply with the above
stated conditions for application to the White Earth Princess/Brave
Title. My Parent/Guardian and I understand and agree to have the
above information verified by the White Earth Celebration Committee.
This form gives the above named School and the White Earth RTC per-
mission to release and verify information entered on this form.

___________________________________________________
Participant Signature Parent/Guardian Signature

An application packet will be mailed when the above information
is verified.  You will not be registered to compete for the

Princess/Brave title until the White Earth Celebration Committee
receives the completed application.  Mail to: P.O. Box 418, White

Earth, MN 56591 Attention: Dennis Hisgun.
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BAR BINGO - MONDAY & FRIDAY NIGHTS ~ 6:00 p.m

PULL TABS/SLOT MACHINES

PHONE: 983-3228

2007 Seamless Summer Food Program
The Circle of Life School announces its participation in the federally funded Seamless
Summer Food Program. Under the program, nutritious meals are provided to all children
18 years and under free of charge at the following site:

❖ Circle of Life School, 36274 County Hwy. 21, P.O. Box 447, White Earth, MN  56591
❖ Breakfast: 8-9 a.m. (Monday through Friday)
❖ Lunch: Noon-1 p.m. (Monday through Friday)
❖ Meals Service Dates: June 4, 2007-June 29, 2007

Persons interested in receiving more information should contact: Circle of Life School,
White Earth, MN 56591 Telephone: (218) 983-4180 or 983-3258

The Circle of Life School has participated in the Summer Food Program for 10 years and
serves approximately 125 children per meal.

In accordance with Federal law and the U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this insti-
tution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age,
or disability.

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room
326-W., Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410
or call (800) 795-3272 or (202) 720-6382 (TTY). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and
employer. 

already and we’re looking forward to enhancing that and
working on schedules so that the community is always cov-
ered with an available officer.”

District I Representative Irene Auginaush said, “Today
is very good day - one of my campaign promises when I was
elected by the people was public safety.  I have to let you
know that since Sheriff Erickson came on board there have
been more visibility of Clearwater County in our communi-
ty,” said Auginaush.  “And I believe that this visibility has
held down some crime.”

In addition to Clearwater, White Earth has Cooperative
Law Enforcement Agreements with Becker and Mahnomen
Counties.
The purposes of this agreement

a.     Coordinate, define, and regulate the provision of
law enforcement services and to provide for mutual aid and
cooperation between the reservation and the county relating
to enforcement of the laws of the State of Minnesota, and
laws of the White Earth Reservation, on that portion of the
White Earth Reservation that lies within Clearwater County.

b.    Establish a process by which the reservation and the
county will work together cooperatively to enhance public
safety efforts on the White Earth Reservation.

c.    Preserve the parties' respective jurisdiction on the
White Earth Reservation so that neither the Reservation nor
the County is conceding any claim to jurisdiction by enter-
ing into this cooperative agreement.

Agreement from Front Page

WWhhiittee EEaarrtthh PPoolliiccee DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt 
Dispatch: (218) 983-3201  - COPS Line (218) 983-2677
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Groundbreaking from Front Page
Thank You

The family of Marvin “Monk” Kier would like to
thank White Earth Maintenance and Naytahwaush
Sports Complex for the use of the kitchen, the women
who helped in the kitchen - Leah, Dolly, Loris, Eileen,
and for all the food donations and cards.  Monk will be
missed dearly by his family.

Thank you,
The Kier Family 

The SOS Committee would like to thank everyone
for participating in the Families First Week activities in
May. We would also like to thank the Tribal Council for
their support during this week and the Community
Councils for helping make this such a big success. A spe-
cial thank you to the White Earth Police Department for
the bike rodeo's and give aways, the Natural Resource
Department for providing the staff and activities. We
would also like to thank FASD Project for providing
information at each community. We would also like to
acknowledge a few community members for their assis-
tance during this week-Bev Karsten, Sherri Mitchell
their help was truly appreciated.

Kimberly Turner
Health Education Program

Jennifer Doerfler of Mahnomen was a member of the
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance program (VITA) at Bemidji
State University.

Doerfler is a senior majoring in accounting.
VITA is a program sponsored by the Internal Revenue

Service to provide free basic tax return preparation for eligi-
ble taxpayers. Eligible customers are persons with an
income under $35,000 and have basic, uncomplicated
returns. 

Volunteers are students that have completed tax prepa-
ration courses and want to use what they have learned to
help others in a process that is sometimes intimidating.

Student News

of 25 students for the LPN program, and 20
students for the RN program,” Vizenor said.
The program is being operated in partner-
ship with Northland Technical College in
Thief River Falls.

The $14.1 million price tag for the new
administrative building, however, will be
funded through tax-exempt bonds, which
will be paid off over a period of 15 years.

“The bonds are sold on the open mar-
ket,” Valiant noted.

Roughly 120 different tribal offices will
be housed in the new facility, including
human resources, law enforcement, tribal
courts, tribal council headquarters, the
finance department and “pretty much all of
our administrative services,” Valiant said.

Previously, the tribe’s different govern-
mental departments have been “scattered,”
with some offices housed in White Earth,
others in Mahnomen, and still others in
some of the reservation’s other small com-
munities, Vizenor noted.

“It will bring all (or most) of our pro-
grams together under one roof,” Vizenor
said. In addition, the building’s semi-circu-
lar design will leave room for future expan-
sion, in the form of “pods” that can be added
to the original structure to eventually “com-
plete the circle.”

“The tribe is growing so rapidly … we
have to find a way to accommodate that,”
she added.

White Earth Health Services (not to be
confused with the privately operated White

Earth Health Center), which has also grown,
will make use of the present headquarters
building for health programming, Vizenor
noted.

“They can use all the space,” she added.
Valiant noted that while the original con-

cept of a new tribal headquarters was first
discussed in 2000, it wasn’t until about two
years ago that the tribal council began work-
ing in earnest to put the funding in place.

The tribal council itself will oversee the
project instead of a general contractor;
“mostly local” sub-contractors will be hired
to complete the various aspects of the pro-
ject, such as earth work, cement work, car-
pentry, mechanical and electrical.

“We hope to put some of our own (i.e.,
native) people to work on this,” Valiant
added, noting that American Indians would
be given hiring priority where feasible.

“It’s going to be a beautiful building,”
Vizenor said, adding that one of the more
exciting aspects of the project is that there
will be a wind turbine constructed nearby to
provide supplemental electrical energy for
the state-of-the-art facility, making it “ener-
gy efficient, innovative and progressive,”
she said,, addressing the crowd of about 200
or so area residents who came to the site for
the groundbreaking.

Hunter-Grobe of Fargo was the Fargo
architectural firm that drew up the design
and specifications for the construction pro-
ject. - Detroit Lakes Newsapers

Top: District III
Representative Gus Bevins
welcomes those who attend-
ed the groundbreaking for
the new $14.1 tribal govern-
ment building on May 8.
The site is located southwest
of the White Earth Health
Center. Left:  Jean Dakota
and Mike LaChapelle load
up a plate during the com-
munity feast held after the
ceremony. 

Photos by Gary W. Padrta

White Earth enrollee Victoria J. Prince will be receiving
her masters degree in Education. She will be graduating
Suma Cum Laude from St. Mary's University on June 3.
Victoria graduated from Bemidji in 2002, with her under-
graduate degree in Education. She received a teaching
license for K-8 with a math
specialty. She also graduat-
ed with a 4.0 GPA Suma
Cum Laude.

Victoria presently teach-
es at Madison Elementary
School in Blaine, Minn. She
is the proud mother of two
children, Robbie and
Samantha.

Victoria is the daughter
of Merlin Sr. and Mary Ann
Williams of Coon Rapids,
Minn., and the granddaugh-
ter of the late Margaret and
James Williams of White
Earth.
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Congratulations to Mya King, an enrolled member of the
White Earth Band for being selected as 2006 Razamataz
Dancer of the Year for 1st,
2nd, and 3rd grade stu-
dents from the Razamataz
Dance Studio in Bemidji.
Mya has performed many
choreographed dance rou-
tines throughout the year
with her Dance team.
Some of the places she per-
formed were at Paul
Bunyan Mall, Bemidji High
School, and Eckles Town
Hall all in Bemidji.  Mya is
finishing up 2nd grade at
Lincoln Elementary. 

that there was a French mixed-blood, --an
English mixed-blood—just lately heard
that.” The testimony of these Anishinaabeg
witnesses show us that the categories of
“mixed-blood” and “full-blood” were new
and had been introduced by the U.S. gov-
ernment.

Investigators also asked many questions
about physical features, especially skin
color. Despite their attempts to make skin
color a primary factor in deciding if a person
was a “mixed-blood,” Anishinaabe witness-
es frequently noted that skin color varied
and was not necessarily indicative an indi-
vidual’s racial ancestry. For example, Bay-
bah-daung-ay-yaush did not correlate the
darkness of one’s skin with a specific degree
of blood. He was asked, “Wasn’t she light
complected? And replied, “Yes, she was
light. Some Indians are light, but she was an
Indian.” In this case Bay-bah-daung-ay-
yaush’s use of the term Indian was a way of
telling the investigators that the two cate-
gories of identity were Indian and non-
Indian, not “mixed-blood” and “full-blood.” 

Investigators continued to press the wit-
nesses about the skin color of others but the
Anishinaabeg held firm that skin color alone
was not a way to establish if a person was a
“mixed-blood.” For example, when asked if
an individual was “pretty white” Mak-ah-
day-wub responded that he had “never
taken particular notice” Refusing to answer
the question was a way to show that Mak-
ah-day-wub did not think it was important
or appropriate. When asked a similar ques-
tion Shin-ow-waince testified, “I could not
say whether he was lighter than the others
because it is so long ago. I cannot recollect. I
used to see him swallow bones about that
long (indicating) in his incantation for elim-
inating sickness among other fellow men. Is

this the practice of a mixed blood?” In this
case not only could Shin-ow-waince not
recall the “lightness” of the person in ques-
tion he actually turned the question on the
investigator. These testimonies establish a
pattern of resistance and refusal to accept
the racial and biological definitions of “full-
blood” and “mixed-blood” that the investi-
gators were pushing. 

After his attempt to say he could not
remember the skin color of Ke-che-o-dah-
num was not accepted by the investigators
Ain-due-e-geshig (Andrew Daily) took
another route to avoid using the terms the
investigators wanted. He was asked,  “Was
Ke-che-o-dah-num, the second wife of Mah-
no-me-ne-kay-zhe, a full-blood Indian?” He
answered, “I do not know, because she was
an elder person than I am, and even some of
her children were older than I was; I could
not tell who she was.” The investigator
pushed him further, “You used to see her?”
Ain-due-e-geshig replied, “Yes sir, I did see
her. You mean Ke-che-o-dah-num?” The
investigator tried again to get him to talk
about Ke-che-o-dah-num’s skin color, “Yes.
Judging from her appearance, what would
you say she was?” Ain-due-e-geshig
answered, “There are some Indians real dark
and some not as the others, but she was a
medium shade—she was not very dark. I do
not say that she was light or dark.” Ain-due-
e-geshig refused to use the simple categories
of light and dark set forth by the investiga-
tors, instead emphasizing the diversity of
skin color that existed among the
Anishinaabeg. 

The next article will go into more detail
about how Anishinaabeg at White Earth
were thinking about identity by giving more
examples from the testimonies taken in the
1910s.

Identity from Page 2

Conservation from Page 28

Rey was also enthusiastic about the cel-
lulosic ethanol project, noting that there is a
proposal in the 2007 Farm Bill that includes
$2.1 billion in loan guarantees to help devel-
op the commercialized   production  of
ethanol from "mixed cellulosic feed stocks."

"We may someday be back here to cut
the ribbon on a new ethanol plant for the
tribe," he said.

The new White Earth Tribal
Conservation District will have an elected
governing board that includes chairwoman
Dawn Kier; vice chairman William Bement;
secretary/treasurer Leah Prussia, and oth-
ers: Edward Snetsinger, pesticide coordina-
tor; Curtis Bevins and Everett Goodwin III,
agriculture department; Leslie Fain,
Anishinaabe Center; Earl and Kathy
Hoagland, Sah-Kah-Tay Indigenous
Preservation Society; and Stephanie
Williams, USDA Extension agent for the

White Earth Tribal College.
The mission statement of the new con-

servation district, which was distributed at
Tuesday's ceremony, states: "There are sever-
al reasons we have formed this conservation
board. First is we are located within three
different counties, which have existing soil
and water conservation districts that may or
may not be providing the necessary assis-
tance or communication to the tribe on their
set priorities."

The new tribal conservation district will
not have a different set of priorities for each
of the three counties: Rather, its priorities
will be the same for all parts of the reserva-
tion.

One of its biggest priorities, according to
the mission statement, will be "to raise
awareness of the natural resources we have,
and how to preserve them for generations to
come." - Detroit Lakes Newspapers

In Memory

In Memory of Isabell Stewart
Aug. 24, 1926 to June 2, 2005

Mother, you’ve given so much through the years, in
so many wonderful ways. You’ve given such kindness
and comfort and cheer, such warmth and encouraging
praise.  You’ve given your time and given your love,
and mother, in giving all these, you give so many bright
moments to others and so many... dear memories.  We
miss you, mom.

Your kids,
Gary, Russell, Charles, Sonny, Susie, Linda and Nancy

Jerome Gabriel Buckanaga
“Son Buck”

Dec. 31, 1962- June 5, 1995

It’s been 12 years since you left us behind. There has-
n’t been a day gone by that we haven’t thought of you.
Remember son-we miss your smile and you playing the
blues. You will always be in our memories and forever
in our hearts. You will always will be missed and loved.

Love Mom (Sandy), Sisters (Carmen, Kim, & Kris)
Nieces, Nephews, & Great-nephew (Kaden)

Congratulations

Congratulations Polly and Marsha on earning your
Associates of Science Degree in Early Childhood!



Rings from Page 5
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sive cancer prevention program on the reser-
vation. Part of the mission of that program is
to build partnerships, one of which was with
the Komen for the Cure Foundation. Among
those instrumental in arranging for this
week’s “Komen on the Go” visit to Cloquet
were Fond du Lac Health Educator Deb
Johnson-Fuller and Outreach Worker Deb
Susienka, along with a six-member event
planning committee.

“This is an excellent way to reach women
and educate them about the risks of breast
cancer,” said Diver during Tuesday’s convo-
cation.

Diver then displayed her personal Susan
B. Komen “Promise Ring,” designed to rep-
resent a wearable reminder of the promise to
work toward totally eradicating breast can-
cer. The rings are distributed in pairs, so each
woman can keep one for herself to wear and
then give one away to someone else, thereby
spreading the “promise.”

Diver chose to give hers to Irene
Auginaush, a tribal council member from the
White Earth Reservation who, along with Joe
Moose of the Mille Lacs Band, was a special
guest at the event.

“Partnering will lead to great advances
in the treatment and prevention of cancer,”
stated Auginaush. She went on to say cancer

is the leading cause of deaths among Indians
in Minnesota, often because it is not detected
until it is late in its progression – and by then
is often fatal.

“We have to change that fact,” she said,
“by seeking more funding, getting our peo-
ple to screenings and adhering to proper
exercise and diet.”

She went on to talk about the need for
“culturally appropriate” programs to edu-
cate Indian women about the importance of
regular mammograms and physicals, point-
ing out that many – especially of her moth-
er’s and grandmother’s generations – are
very modest and reluctant to talk to their
doctors about “female” issues.

Sam Moose, the commissioner of health
and human services for the Mille Lacs Band,
thanked Fond du Lac for “bringing this
much-needed resource” to the people and
stated the hope that Mille Lacs might one
day do the same.

Nick Blake of the “Komen on the Go”
group told those gathered that since breast
cancer knows no limits on age, gender or
race, it is important to “stop the silence about
breast cancer” and develop not only aware-
ness and education – but also empowerment.
- (Cloquet) Pine Journal

John W. Fetzer graduated from North Dakota State
University on May 11. John received his Bachelor of Science
Degree in Political Science. He was a member of the
National Society of Collegiate Scholars, and a member of the
National Political Science Honor Society, Pi Sigma Alpha.
From February to June 2005, Fetzer studied Political Science
overseas in Maastritch, Netherlands. In summer 2006 he
was selected as a Morris Udall Intern and worked in
Washington, DC. He had the pleasure of meeting presiden-
tial candidate Barack Obama of Illinois.

Fetzer is presently working on the staff of Senator Kent
Conrad of North Dakota in the Fargo office.

He is a White Earth enrollee, son of Clair and Nita Fetzer
of Bemidji, and the grandson of John and Donna Buckanaga
of Ice Cracking.

Submitted photos

Top: White Earth enrollee John Fetzer is the grandson of
John and Donna Buckanaga. Bottom: Fetzer met presiden-
tial candidate Barack Obama while working as an intern in
Washington, D.C.

Fetzer working for Senator Conrad

Chairwoman from Page 2

TERO from Page 6

Point on the White Earth Reservation.  An
awards ceremony also was a part of the
evening.   

I am a strong proponent for relationships
with other tribal nations.  Together we can
help one another, learn from one another,
support one another, strengthen our sover-
eignty, and  share our spirituality and cultur-
al ways of life.  Together we will become
stronger Nations.

The sturgeon fish swim freely from First
Nations waters in Canada to our waters in
Minnesota, USA, and vice versa. The fish
know no boundaries. 

Long ago, we the Anishenabe Tribal
Nations in USA and Canada were like the
fish, going freely back and forth.
International borders and boundaries did
not separate us. We need to go back to those
days, free exchange of our friendship and
trading of our resources.   

Me-qwitch to Mike Swan, Director of
White Earth Department of Natural
Resources, and his staff, to Joe Bush, our
spiritual elder, our elders, and our youth for
taking the three day trip north to celebrate
with Rainy River First Nations.  I was hon-
ored to be with you. 

Tribes’ TERO Ordinance provisions illus-
trates how other tribes permit tribal mem-
ber-owned contractors to have preference on
tribal construction projects.

The Tribal Council left fully intact the
Indian preference provisions for tribal mem-
ber-owned contractors, so long as their bids
are within the schedule of percentage prefer-
ence included on the attached schedule.  The

Tribal Council is fully supportive of Indian
preference for projects on the reservation for
both individuals seeking to work on the pro-
jects, and for tribal member-owed contrac-
tors. 

For more information about the TERO
Ordinance call Darrell Winter at (218) 983-
4306.

From there, they headed out to the 36th
Annual Manitou Fish Fry. Some of the men
in our group jumped right in and helped
Rainy River prepare with the cooking of 400
pounds of walleye for the feast. 

The group also had the chance to get
their picture taken with Henry Boucha, for-
mer NHL hockey player from the 70s who
currently lives and coaches in Warroad,
Minn.

Fish from Page 7
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Gullickson Realty

Year-round 2 bedroom, 2 bath LAKEHOME with 130 'of
LAKESHORE on Snider Lake. New refrigerator, garbage disposal,
sink and countertops in kitchen. New air conditioner and washer. Two
bathrooms - one remodeled and one brand-new. Wood ceilings
throughout most of house. Sunroom, deck, and attached 24' x 28'
garage. Beautiful view of lake! List #67-90. $194,900. Call Lara
Burnside at (218) 849-4206.

Accel Realty

Privately owned newer 2 bedroom, 2 bath home located on 2 lots
in Lynwood Addition just south of Pinehurst. Attached 1 stall garage
plus detached 1 stall with workshop and office. Open floor plan, front
and rear decks with large yard. Home is a stone's throw away from
South Twin Lake near public access. Enjoy lake living without paying
lakeshore taxes. List # 42-313. Contact Lynne Hanson at (218) 849-
2898.

Schiller Realty

Pine Point Lease Land Home: 1985 3 bedroom, 1 bath rambler
located just west of Pine Point at 28047 Co. # 124. Deck, 3 season
porch and 2 garages on a 1.25 acre lot. Some work needed on the
porch. Home is in pretty good condition. Purchasers must be
enrolled members of the White Earth Band. To be sold by bill of
sale. Buyers will enter into a new land lease with the MCT. #33-215.
$65,000. Dave Schiller, Broker, 421 West Main Street, Detroit Lakes,
(218) 847-5025 www.daveschiller.com.

40 Acres Southeast of Mahnomen: 40 acres of nicely wooded
hunting land just west of Hart Lake, Se Mahnomen County. Good
deer hunting. The land has not been logged and neighboring woods
has. Nice pond on the NE part of the 40. #33-186. $45,000. Dave
Schiller, Broker, 421 West Main Street, Detroit Lakes, (218) 847-
5025 www.daveschiller.com.

Realty Executives Lake and Home Sale

40835 La doux Rd Ponsford, MN.  Cozy home on Ice Cracking Lake
with 95' x 181' lot. 3 bedroom 2 bath home with walkout base-
ment.This home sits on tribal lease land and you must be an enrolled
member of the White Earth Band to purchase home and take over
lease. $99,900. Contact: Gene May, 218-252-1799 (cell) Realty
Executives Lake and Home Sale, 708 S. Park Ave, Park Rapids, MN
56470

In Memory

Kathleen R. Richey
June 5, 1965 - June 3, 2005

Deep in our hearts, you’ll always stay, loved
and remembered every day.  

Love your mom, 
Sons Joe and Jake Robbins

Kathleen R. Richey
June 5, 1965 - June 3, 2005

Two years seem so long ago since we have seen
your smile, but it still lighten’s up all the hearts
who miss you all the while.

The Richey Family

In Memory of Harold “Mark” Warren 
who passed on May 1, 2001

God looked around His garden and
Found an empty place.

Then He looked down on this earth and
Saw your tired face.

He knew that you were suffering,
He knew you were in pain.

He knew you never would get well
Upon this earth again.

He put His arms around you and
Lifted you to rest.

God's garden must be beautiful,
He takes only the best. 

Love you forever friend - Art and Wanda Bevins

In Loving Memory of Wayne Bellanger who
passed away two years ago on May 16, 2005

Wayne, how we miss you - but we know you
are in a safe and happy place because of the person
you were on this earth. 

We remember you because the flowers are
blooming now and the summer is starting with
those hot and summer fun days.  It is your best
time of year.  Wayne - you always made Art Sr.,
have a good day by your disagreements, but it was
all in fun; he misses you very much.

The most that we will remember you by each
day is you will always be near - for you live within
our hearts.

Miss you greatly - Wanda and Art Sr.

In Loving Memory of Grandma Marciana
“Blinks” Bevins who entered eternal life on 

May 22, 2005

Grandma - it’s been two years already and how
we miss you.

Looking back our memories are filled with
images of you cheering and hugging,  We always
let each other know that things would be alright;
and still today our lives were so blessed because of
your encouragement, your thoughtfulness that
came so naturally.

For all the happy family times your love was
such a part of us.  We love you grandma - you
always will mean the world to us.

Love you - Wanda, Art Sr. & Family
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Obituaries

Donovan “Ole” Kier

Donovan “Ole” Kier, 61, of White Earth, died May 12 at MeritCare
Hospital in Fargo.  

Donovan William Kier was born May 26, 1945, in White Earth to John
and Margaret (Keezer) Kier. At the age of seven, Donovan moved with his

family to the Minneapolis area where he attended
school.  He later began working in the steel industry.
On July 27, 1968, Ole was united in marriage to Beverly
Smith in Mahnomen.  The couple made their home in
Minneapolis and began their family.  Ole worked for
Gralicks Steel in Minneapolis for the past 12 years.
Upon his retirement in April 2007, Ole moved to White
Earth where his family had made a home for the past
several years.  

Ole was an avid Nascar fan and loved to fish.  He
spent many hours over the past few years commuting

from Minneapolis to White Earth to be near his family.  He especially trea-
sured his grandchildren and the time he was able to spend with his “little
buddy” Marcus.  

He is survived by his wife, Beverly of White Earth; two sons: Donovan
Jr. (Simona) of White Earth and Kieron (Kathy) of Minneapolis; one step-son,
Jeffery of Minneapolis; two daughters: Teresa Littlewolf of Naytahwaush,
and Raone Littlewolf of Flandrue, S.D.; three brothers: Wallace (Kim) of Deer
River, Minn., Duane (Donna) of Cass Lake, and John of Fairbault, Minn.; and
four sisters: Ruth Kier of Mahnomen, Mary Lou Korner of Minneapolis,
Delores (Glenn) Peterson of Bagley, and June Tollefson of Moorhead; as well
as 18 grandchildren and 16 great-grandchildren.

Ole was preceded in death by his parents, three brothers, one sister, and
two grandsons.  

Funeral services were held on May 17 at the Circle of Life School in
White Earth. 

Arrangements: Anderson~Mattson Funeral Home of Mahnomen.

Robert L. “Otis” Hanks

Robert L. “Otis” Hanks, 56, White Earth, died May 12 at MeritCare
Hospital in Fargo as a result of injuries received from being struck by a car
on Hwy 59 near Mahnomen.  

Robert L. Hanks, known as “Otis” was born April
19, 1951 in White Earth to Charles and Margaret (Ah-Be-
Daush) Hanks.  He was raised and educated in White
Earth and, during his working life, worked for Ojibwe
Wood Supply in Waubun, Shooting Star Casino in
Mahnomen and Congregate Housing in White Earth.

Robert enjoyed spending time with family and
friends, going to the casino, fishing, the outdoors, help-
ing out where ever he went.  Robert always had a smile
on his face, he loved to laugh and joke around with
everyone.

Robert is survived by three children: Lori Jackson and Bobbi Faye
(Chris) Smith both of Mahnomen, Alyssa Jackson of Elbow Lake Village; six
grandchildren: Brittany Jackson of Waubun, Tyler Bloom, Ashley Bloom,
Trenton Bloom all of Mahnomen and one on the way; five brothers: Charles
“Punkin” of White Earth; Richard “Wayne” (Susan) of White Earth; Julius
“Rat” (Melinda) of Waubun; Elvis  of White Earth, Leroy of Mahnomen;
three sisters: Marge Bellanger of Waubun; Ethel (Robert) Davy of Finley,
N.D., Marilyn Teiken of White Earth; several nieces and nephews.  He was
preceded in death by his parents, three brothers: John, Dallas and Ron; and
two sisters: LaVerne and Goldie.  

Funeral services were held May 17 at St. Columba Episcopal Church in
White Earth with Rev. Robert “Dub” Roy, Mother Lisa Smith and Mother
Coke Smith officiating.  

Interment: St. Columba Cemetery.
Arrangements: David-Donehower Funeral Home of Detroit Lakes.

Armstrong talks with Waubun students
Ojibwe music man Richard Lee

Armstrong helped Waubun High
School celebrate Native American
Awareness Month May 18 by
singing songs from his latest CD,
Thunder of the Circle. 

Armstrong is a graduate from
Bemidji State University, and is an
enrolled member of the Minnesota
Chippewa Tribe. In addition to
sharing his experiences with
music, he spoke about diabetes
prevention. At the end of the con-
cert students came down and
thanked Armstrong for coming
and said that they got a lot out of
his presentation.

His crew included, Lacy and
Reba Armstrong as backup
singers, Wayne Schaumburg as
slide show operator, Bridgett
Beaulieu at camera, Steve
Bellanger as drummer, Andrea
Antell at sound system, and Tyra

Schaumburg. 
Armstrong would like to thank

Waubun Ojibwe Language
Instructor Samuel Rock, Waubun
High School Principal Helen
Kennedy, and Janine Conklin for
all of their help. 

Thunder of the Circle CD’s can
be purchased at the gift store in the
Shooting Star Casino or through
Armstrong’s web page at www.
rlarmstrongojibwemusicman.com.
His phone music site is (218) 694-
5105. For a direct order send a
money order for $20 with name
and address to Richard Lee
Armstrong, P.O. Box 16, Bagley,
MN 56621. 

Ten percent of all CD sales will
go to the American Diabetes
Association for prevention and
research.

His radio commercials can be
heard on KRJM 101.5 FM.

In Loving Memory of Mario De Gracia
March 10, 1984 to May 29, 2005

Little did we know that morning God was going to call your name.  In
life we loved you very dearly and in death we do the
same.  It broke our hearts to lose you.  You did not go
alone, for part of us went with you the day God call you
home.  You left us peaceful memories, your love is still
our guide and though we cannot see you, you are
always at our side.  We think of you in silence and often
speak your name, but we have our memories and your
picture in a frame.  We hear your voice and see your
smile.  Your sweet memory lingers on.  Our chain is bro-
ken and nothing seems the same.  But as God call us one
by one the chain will link again.

We love an miss you dearly - your family

Photo illustration
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Gwen’s GreenhouseGwen’s Greenhouse

NNooww OOppeenn!!
Filled with colorful blooms, annuals, hanging baskets,
perennials, apple trees, and small shrubs.  All sorts of

vegetable and tomato plants, squash, strawberry plants,
onion sets, potato seed, cabbage, broccoli, cauliflower,
etc.  Bring your planters and we will fill them for you!  

Open 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through Saturday, 
and noon to 6 p.m. on Sundays. 

Located two blocks west of Bagley Coop. 
Senior discount Tuesdays

For more information call (218) 694-3809 
We take Visa and Master Card

Happy Ads

Birthday Ads are $5
with a picture or 
$4 without.  All  
payments must be
made in advance.

Happy 88tthh
Birthday

HHoobbbbiitt!!

Love
Mom,
Dad &
brothers

JJuunnee 55

Happy
Birthday
Daddy! 

June 21

Love
Carol, Rob
& boys

Happy B-Day

DDaayyttoonn SSmmiitthh
May 15

Love,
Gramma

Erica Chilton

Happy Birthday!
May 15

Love,
Granmma & Grandpa

Happy 2nd Birthday

Linden
Paige! 

Love
Mommy,
Da &

brothers

June 14

Welcome

Easton
Eugene
Bevins

9 lbs, 21”
April 9

We love you!
Daddy,

Mommy &
Big Sister

Happy 
Golden Birthday

Alex Kent
May 13

Love you!
Mom

Happy Birthday

Delmar B.
May 11

Love you!

Mom & Dad

Century 21

CALLAWAY HOME:  Large very well cared for home.  1,752 sq. ft.
on main level includes 3 bedrooms, 1 bath, kitchen, dining area, rec
room with fireplace and possible office.  Full basement, large deck,
and attached garage.  Huge lot and a detached garage.  Tons of pine
trees.  Listed by Dick Carr.  Call for an appointment.  #15-3479
$120,500.  Business: 218-847-9288, Home: 218-847-7182, Toll Free:
1-888-847-9288

CALLAWAY HOME:  Here is one of the cleanest well kept homes
that you will find.  Many new updates, new oak cabinets, ceramic
tiling, steel siding, large deck, and a large garage that will fit all your
needs.  Need to see the inside of this home to see the quality.  Listed
by Ron Peterson.  Call for an appointment.  #15-3478  $129,900
Business: 218-847-9288, Toll Free: 1-888-847-9288,  Cell: 218-849-
1173.

Real Estate

All submissions to the
Anishinaabeg Today
must be legible!
Submissions that 
cannot be read will
not be be accepted.  

Look who’s 46 May 31!
Happy Birthday Mona

Thank you for
your care &
concern. I

love you very
much.

From your
mother,

Philomene D.

Happy 55tthh
Birthday 

BBrrooddiiee 

May 22 

Love you!

Mom, Dad,
Parker

ROY LAKE HOME: Year round Roy Lake home with 30x40 two stall
garage with storage. Sky lights in both baths, ceiling fans in bed-
rooms and sunroom. Everything is newer and well cared for. Nicely
wooded with maples and oak. Large enclosed sunroom/deck.
Dock, boat lift and furnishings for sale separately. Great views - ele-
vated lot. Real "UP NORTH" feeling. Call Dick Carr for showing.
#15-3485 $204,000.

Birth Announcements

April 11
Aubrea Leigh Bloom

7 lbs., 12 oz.
Jena Fingalson and 
Bradley  Bloom

St. Mary’s - Detroit Lakes

April 15
Madison Marie Thompson

8 lbs., 14 oz.
Cassie Warren and 
Mitchell Thompson

St. Mary’s - Detroit Lakes

April 18
Kylee Jade Chosa

8 lbs.
LeAnna Chosa

St. Mary’s - Deroit Lakes

April 20
Gordy Lee Burkhart Jr.

6 lbs., 5 oz.
Barbara Durant

St. Mary’s - Detroit Lakes

April 24
Dominic Michael Heinen

6 lbs., 5 oz.
Crystal and Ryan Heinen
St. Mary’s - Detroit Lakes

April 27
Jordan James Flowers

9 lbs., 10 oz.
Indanis Kier and 

Joe Flowers
St. Mary’s - Detroit Lakes

May 3
Lilyan Elizabeth Scofield

8 lbs., 9 oz.
Kristine Harstad and
Andrew Scofield

St. Mary’s - Detroit Lakes

May 6
Moses Jedi Stone

6 lbs., 6 oz.
Lucille Meyer

St. Mary’s - Detroit Lakes

May 12
Julien Louis Brown

8 lbs., 1 oz.
Andrea Clark and 
Harold Brown

St. Mary’s - Detroit Lakes

Memorial Dinner

There will be a 10 Year
Memorial Gathering and
Feast for Orville, Rudella,
and Sandera Bower on
Saturday, June 23 at 3 p.m. at
the Circle of Life School
gym.  All family and friends
are invited.

PPlleeaassee hheellpp 

ssuuppppoorrtt oouurr

aaddvveerrttiisseerrss 

wwhhoo hheellpp 

ssuuppppoorrtt yyoouurr

nneewwssppaappeerr!!
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Photo by Gary W. Padrta

Standing from left: District II Rep. Terry Tibbetts, Secretary-Treasurer Bud
Heisler, White Earth Spiritual Elder George “Joe Bush” Fairbanks, District III Rep.
Gus Bevins, NRCS Tribal Liaison Dustin Jasken, White Earth Natural Resources
Director Mike Swan. Sitting from left: White Earth Tribal Conservation District
Chairwoman Dawn Kier, White Earth Chairwoman Erma J. Vizenor, and Mark
Ray, Undersecretary for Natural Resources and Environment for USDA.

In a move that has been more
than two years in the making, an
agreement was signed May 8
between the White Earth Tribal
Council and the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, making White Earth the
first tribal conservation district in
the state of Minnesota.

"We are very grateful and happy
for this day," said Erma J. Vizenor,
chairwoman of the White Earth
Tribal Council, addressing a small
audience gathered at council head-
quarters for Tuesday's formal sign-
ing ceremony.

"This is an important day, to
memorialize all the work that's been
done," said Mark Rey, undersecre-
tary   for   natural resources and
environment with the   U.S.
Department   of Agriculture in
Washington, D.C., who represented
the USDA at the ceremony.

The creation of the tribal conser-
vation district will allow the USDA
to "more easily provide technical
and financial assistance for conser-
vation work by tribal members and
other landowners on the reserva-
tion," Rey said. Rather than dealing
with governmental entities in three
different counties, the USDA will
now be able to work directly in part-
nership with the tribal conservation
district.

Later, Vizenor noted that the
agreement would allow the reserva-
tion "greater efficiency and effective-
ness in controlling and preserving
our natural resources."

Vizenor  was  particularly excit-

ed about the possibility of building a
cellulosic biomass ethanol plant on
the reservation.

The White Earth Band of
Chippewa was recently allocated
$300,000 under the $170 million
Agriculture   and   Veterans
Omnibus Bill that was signed by
Governor Tim Pawlenty on May 4.

The $300,000 will be used to con-
duct a feasibility study for a biofuels
demonstration facility on the reser-
vation.

According to Vizenor, this facili-
ty would be an ethanol production
plant that used prairie grasses, forest
materials, corn stover, wheat straw,
rice chaff and other cellulosic mate-
rials previously regarded as waste to
produce its ethanol.

The feasibility study is expected
to be complete within six months,
she added.

"I believe this effort in alterna-
tive energy (development) is apart
of our philosophy as stewards of the
land — to make sure we are not
destroying the earth with pollution
and excessive use of fossil fuels," she
said, noting that such development
would have the added benefit of
reducing the country's dependency
on foreign oil.

"I believe the tribe is on the cut-
ting edge of finding new ways of
providing energy," she said — a
development that would also create
new jobs and revenue to stimulate
the region's economy.

White Earth Reservation becomes
first tribal conservation district

See Conservation Page 23

NIGA Chairman Visits Shooting Star Casino

Photo by Jamie N. Miller

The Shooting Star Casino and the White Earth RTC welcomed National
Indian Gaming Association (NIGA) Chairman Ernie Stevens to the casino on
May 19. Stevens was in town for a basketball tournament held at the
Naytahwaush Sports Complex.  Pictured from left are Shooting Star Casino
Director of Gaming Jack Fabre, District II Representative Terry Tibbetts,
District I Representative Irene Auginaush, NIGA Chairman Ernie Stevens,
Chairwoman Erma J. Vizenor, Shooting Star Casino Human Resources
Director Diane Osceola, Shooting Star Casino Director of Non-Gaming Greg
Pavek,  and Shooting Star Casino Marketing Director LeAnn Persons.

Photos by 
Gary W. Padrta

COLS 
Pow-Wow

The Circle of Life
School held their
annual Pow-Wow
May 11.  Top:
Students gather
around a drum.
Left:  About 30 stu-
dents dressed in
regalia.


