
Name: _______________________________________ Date: ________________ 

Mrs. Hennessey      Social Studies – European Explorers 

Explorers ThinkQuest 

This activity will help you think about the reasons why people explore unknown lands.  

 	
  

	
  

1.	
  Go	
  to	
  the	
  website	
  Why	
  Do	
  People	
  Explore?	
  	
  http://www.kidskonnect.com/subjectindex/16-­‐

educational/history/265-­‐explorers.html	
  

2.	
  List	
  2	
  fast	
  facts	
  about	
  European	
  Explorers	
  from	
  this	
  website:	
  	
  

	
   1.	
  ____________________________________________________________________	
  

	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  ____________________________________________________________________	
  

	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  ____________________________________________________________________	
  

	
   2.	
  ____________________________________________________________________	
  

	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  ____________________________________________________________________	
  

	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  _____________________________________________________________________	
  

3.	
  Spanish	
  Conquests	
  –	
  go	
  to	
  http://www.pbs.org/opb/conquistadors/mexico/mexico.htm	
  -­‐	
  click	
  on	
  the	
  timeline	
  

of	
  conquest	
  link	
  on	
  the	
  right.	
  Move	
  the	
  ship	
  to	
  fill	
  in	
  the	
  timeline:	
  

 

 

1501 

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________ 

1519-21 

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________ 

1532-33 

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________ 

1541 

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________ 



 

4.	
  Go	
  to	
  the	
  website	
  

http://www.eduplace.com/kids/socsci/books/applications/imaps/maps/g5s_u2/index.html	
  

5.	
  Explore	
  It	
  	
  This	
  map	
  shows	
  the	
  routes	
  of	
  early	
  European	
  explorers	
  who	
  came	
  to	
  North	
  

America.	
  Covering	
  such	
  vast	
  areas,	
  these	
  explorations	
  took	
  time.	
  How	
  many	
  years	
  passed	
  

between	
  the	
  first	
  and	
  the	
  last	
  of	
  these	
  explorations?	
  	
  

	
  

	
   	
   	
   1.	
  __________________________________	
  

	
  

	
  

6.	
  Find	
  It	
  	
  Explorers	
  often	
  followed	
  rivers	
  into	
  the	
  interior	
  of	
  North	
  America	
  as	
  they	
  searched	
  

for	
  a	
  route	
  across	
  the	
  country.	
  Name	
  three	
  rivers	
  that	
  were	
  important	
  to	
  the	
  explorers	
  on	
  

this	
  map.	
  	
  

	
   	
   	
   1.	
  __________________________________	
  

	
   	
   	
   2.	
  __________________________________	
  

	
   	
   	
   3.	
  __________________________________	
  

	
  

	
  

7.	
  Describe	
  It	
  	
  Choose	
  one	
  explorer	
  shown	
  on	
  the	
  map,	
  and	
  write	
  a	
  description	
  of	
  his	
  journey.	
  

Use	
  the	
  map	
  to	
  tell	
  what	
  direction	
  he	
  traveled	
  in	
  and	
  the	
  oceans	
  or	
  rivers	
  that	
  he	
  crossed.	
  

Use	
  other	
  resources	
  to	
  add	
  more	
  details	
  to	
  your	
  description.	
  

 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 


