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‘Backstrom’ is one pretty sorry character

Paging Dr. House.

Backstrom is not the first —
and won’t be the last — TV series
to embrace the template that
gave Fox a hit in House: The arro-
gant, irascible, self-and-other-
loathing, personally flawed but
professionally brilliant protago-

nist. In House he was

a doctor; in the
ngs‘E’:?ETW short-lived Rake he
BIANCO was a lawyer; and in

Backstrom he’s a

detective — but

they’re all variations
on the same theme.

In terms of the initial impres-
sion it creates, Backstrom is not
House, but that’s not the crucial
issue. The problem is that Rainn
Wilson is not Hugh Laurie.

To be fair, this series from
Bones’ Hart Hanson, adapted
from a series of Swedish myster-
ies, is asking a lot of Wilson.
Backstrom has all of House’s

BACKSTROM
Fox
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flaws without any of his wound-
ed-warrior saving graces: He’s a
conceited, misanthropic, homo-
phobic, racist, rude, overweight,
alcoholic slob. Laurie brought a
boyish charm to House and a sex-
ual magnetism that helped ex-
plain why people would at least
initially choose to be around him
despite his problems; Backstrom
is just one off-putting character-
istic on top of another.
Unfortunately, rather than
draw us in to the character, Wil-
son pushes us away. The perfor-
mance isn’t just charmless; it’s
overly defined and over-emphat-
ic. There are many moments
when you feel youre watching an
actor make choices rather than
watching a character simply be.
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And to make matters worse,
early on, anyway, he’s saddled
with this intuitive “I'm you” ap-
proach to crime solving in which
he puts himself in someone else’s
place. It’s intriguing once, but it
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SERGEI BACHLAKOV, FOX
Detective Everett Backstrom’s (Rainn Wilson’s) business is
solving crimes, not running a popularity contest.

soon begins to feel like a lazy way
around the hard work of planting
and discovering clues.

We don’t have to like a main
character. But we do have to be
interested enough to invest our

weekly time in him or her, and
odds are that only Wilson’s devot-
ed fans will survive that make-or-
break point.

The shame is that Hanson has
otherwise given Fox the same
kind of solid entertainment he
has provided in Bones. The struc-
ture is flexible enough to handle a
variety of cases, and the support-
ing characters are distinctive and
well-cast enough to handle their
own stories. Any show with Den-
nis Haysbert as a preacher and
on-the-side detective starts out
on the plus side in my TV ledger,
and this one adds good work from
Genevieve Angelson, Kristoffer
Polaha and, as Backstrom’s gay
roommate, Thomas Dekker.

They might be worth watching
if the show sheds a few gimmicks.
And Wilson might be worth
watching in another show, if his
style works for you. But together
in Backstrom? Sorry, but no.
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Request for

Notice to Bidders

Notice is hereby given that sealed responses will be received by
Region 4 Education Service Center located at
7145 West Tidwell Road, Houston, TX 77092 until:

Tuesday, March 3, 2015 @ 2:00 PM CST
The Cooperative Purchasing Network (TCPN)

Proposal (RFP) for

RFP # 15-01: Flooring & Outdoor Surface Solutions (National)
RFP # 15-02: Refrigeration, Equipment, Installation and Services
RFP # 15-03: Copiers and Printers

888-634-2628, Code 3268
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A high street beauty salon
based in Rochester, Minnesota is
currently looking for Nail Tech
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10% Rewards! Any Store!

All proposals duly delivered and submitted will be publicly opened and recorded on the date and time reflected

above. Affiliates PAID DAILY! | = — — — — — — — AMERICA'S VALUE GOLF NESTINATION
Call M-F 10-4 ET FREE Info. St Caroll DOB: Sex: Female
au arciina
Any proposal received after the stated closing time will not be considered and returned unopened. If proposals 646.829.9260 TICKETS Just right, @ Oct 5, 1997 Race: Black
are sent by mail, the Offeror shall be responsible for ensuring delivery of the proposal to Region 4 Education Ready for Financial Security? call 1-800-250-3080 Missing: ace: Blacl
Service Center before the advertised date and hour for the opening. Proposals must be signed, sealed, clearly 100% Commissions Paid... bdiariritl * Hair: Black
identified with the solicitation number, title, name and address of the company responding. Mombor 1o Momber Su_per BOW. Hotels for your FREE Apr23, 2014 ~ ralr blac
wow-factor-team-build-usa.com Final Four, Olympics & more Santee Golf Guide

www. 14sb.com | Call 917-224-1231 Age Now: 17 Eyes: Brown

Dial 1-4Super-Bowl

Specifications and details of this RFP can be found at www.esc4.net or www.tcpn.org under Current Solicita-
tions. General inquiries may be directed to Robert Zingelmann at questions @esc4.net

www.santeetourism.com

INVESTMENTS

From: Sylvester, GA

INVEST IN OIL WELLS DIRECTLY

Until final award, Region 4 Education Service Center reserves the right to reject any and/or all proposals, to
waive any technicalities, to re-advertise, and to otherwise proceed when in the best interest of Region 4 Educa-
tion Service Center.

NORTHWEST PETROLEUM INC

DRILLING PROVEN RESERVES

ACCREDITED INVESTORS ONLY
1-800-884-6459

NATIONAL CENTER
FOR MISSING &
EXPLOITED CHILDREN

Send your sales through the roof with an ad in
Marketplace Today.

For more information on how to place your ad call:
1-800-397-0070

To advertise in USA TODAY, email: sales@russelljohns.com
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