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Cuba/ United States:  Rights and  obligat ions associated with  having an  Am erican  Visa

that  states "Not  a visa.  Foil  prepared at  the DHS Request .  Special  Parole for  Fam ily

Mem bers of  Cuban I m m igrant  Beneficiar ies" ;  whether  this ent it les the holder  to

perm anent  residence

Research Directorate,  I m m igrat ion and  Refugee Board  of  Canada,  Ot tawa

This Response replaces RI R ZZZ103564.E of  19 August  2010.

I n 17 August  2010  correspondence with  the Research Directorate,  a United

States (US)  Cit izenship and  I m m igrat ion Services (USCI S)  liaison  officer  serving

with  Cit izenship and  I m m igrat ion Canada (CI C)  stated that  the notat ion,  "Not  a

visa.  Foil  prepared at  the DHS Request .  Special  Parole for  Fam ily  Mem bers of

Cuban I m m igrant  Beneficiar ies" ,  found  on  a t ravel docum ent  issued  by the United

States (US)  "gave the holder  one- t im e perm ission to  t ravel to  the US and  apply  to

adjust  his or  her  status from  within  the count ry"  (US 17 Aug. 2010) .  The US

Liaison  Officer  stated that  a visa foil is used because its security  features prevent

fraud, but  this does not  m ake the docum ent  a visa,  which  is why  the indicat ion

"not  a visa"  is present  ( ibid.) .

The US Liaison  Officer  stated that  the notat ions do not  ent it le  the holder  to

perm anent  residence in the US ( ibid.) .  He explained that  "parole does not  afford

the individual any legal status in the United  States -  it  is rather a m echanism  that

allows an  individual to  physically  arr ive into the United  States,  and  then,  if  eligible,

to  pursue other  im m igrat ion benefits"  ( ibid.) .  According to  the US Liaison  Officer,

this parole is governed  by sect ion  212,  sub -sect ion  (d) ,  paragraph  (5)  of  the

I m m igrat ion and  Nat ionality  Act  ( I NA)  ( ibid.) .

According to  the website of  the USCI S,  sect ion  212,  sub -sect ion  (d) ,

paragraph  (5)  of  the I NA states:

(A)  The At torney  General m ay, except  as provided in subparagraph  (B)  [ .. . ]  in his

discret ion  parole into the United  States tem porarily  under such condit ions as he

m ay  prescribe only  on  a case-by-case basis for  urgent  hum anitar ian reasons or

significant  public benefit  any alien applying  for  adm ission  to  the United  States,  but

such parole of  such alien shall not  be regarded as an  adm ission  of  the alien and

when the purposes of  such parole shall,  in the opinion  of  the At torney  General,

have been served the alien shall forthwith return  or  be returned  to  the custody

from  which  he was paroled and  thereafter  his case shall cont inue to  be dealt  with

in the sam e m anner  as that  of  any other  applicant  for  adm ission  to  the United
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States.

(B)  The At torney  General m ay  not  parole into the United  States an  alien who is a

refugee unless the At torney  General determ ines that  com pelling  reasons in the

public interest  with  respect  to  that  part icular  alien require that  the alien be paroled

into the United  States rather than  be adm it ted  as a refugee under sect ion  207

[ which  deals with  adm ission  of  refugees] .  (US 1952)

The following  inform at ion  on  the Cuban Fam ily  Reunificat ion  Parole Program

(CFRP)  m ay  also  be of  interest .  The website of  the US I nterests Sect ion  in Havana,

Cuba, provides the following  inform at ion  about  the CFRP program :

On Novem ber  21,  2007, the Departm ent  of  Hom eland Security  announced  that  it

had  begun the Cuban Fam ily  Reunificat ion  Parole (CFRP)  Program .  Under  this

program ,  U.S. Cit izenship and  I m m igrat ion Services (USCI S)  is offer ing

beneficiar ies of  approved fam ily preference-based im m igrant  visa pet it ions an

opportunity  to  com e to  the United  States rather than  rem ain in Cuba to  apply  for

lawful  perm anent  resident  status ( i.e. ,  a "green  card") .  The purpose of  the program

is to  expedite fam ily reunificat ion through  safe,  legal,  and  orderly  channels of

m igrat ion  to  the United  States and  to  discourage dangerous and  irregular  m arit im e

m igrat ion.  (US n.d.) .

The website adds that  "U.S.-based United  States Cit izen  and  Lawful

Perm anent  Resident  pet it ioners whose Form s I -130,  Pet it ion  for  Alien Relat ive,

have been approved" will  receive writ ten not ice "of  their  beneficiary's eligibilit y  to

part icipate in the CFRP Program  and  the procedures for  request ing  parole.

However,  part icipat ion  in the CFRP is voluntary"  ( ibid.) .

This Response was prepared after  researching  publicly  accessible inform at ion

current ly  available to  the Research Directorate within  t im e const raints.  This

Response is not , and  does not  purport  to  be,  conclusive as to  the m erit  of  any

part icular  claim  for  refugee protect ion.  Please find below the list  of  sources

consulted in researching  this I nform at ion Request .
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Addit ional Sources Consulted

Oral Source:  At tem pts to  obtain inform at ion  from  a representat ive of  the United

States I nterest  Sect ion  in Havana, Cuba, were unsuccessful.

Publicat ions: Carrier  I nform at ion Guide:  United  States Docum entary  Requirem ents

for  Travel;  Cuban Migrat ion in the United  States:  Policy  and  Trends;  Cubans in the

United  States.

I nternet  sources,  including:  Am erica.gov,  Brit ish Broadcast ing Corporat ion
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(BBC) ,  Em bassy  of  the United  States (US)  of  Am erica in Ot tawa,  The Federal

Register,  I m m igrateUSA.us,  I nter  Press Service ( I PS) ,  United  States (US)  —

Departm ent  of  Hom eland Security.

The at tached reproduct ion  is a  copy  of  an officia l  w ork  that  is published  by

the Governm ent  of  Canada.  The  reproduct ion  has not  been  produced  in

affiliat ion  w ith,  or  w ith  the  endorsem ent  of  the  Governm ent  of  Canada.
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