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A out the Le i gto  “EPAC/“EPTA 

The Special Education Parent Advisory Council SEPAC  is a mandated organization under the current Massachusetts Special Education Regulations see  CMR .   and is tasked with "ad isi g the distri t o  atters that pertai  to the edu atio  a d safety 
of stude ts ith disa ilities; eeti g regularly ith s hool offi ials to parti ipate i  the 
pla i g, de elop e t, a d e aluatio  of the s hool distri t's spe ial edu atio  progra s." 

The Le i gto  Spe ial Edu atio  Pa e t Tea he  Asso iatio  SEPTA  was developed in  by the Lexington SEPAC executive committee. This organization gives the SEPAC a c   status to better manage its funds and also gives the PAC a seat at the PTA table.  By-laws for both the Lexington SEPAC and SEPTA can be found at our Web site:  
.le spa .o g. 

This su e  as o du ted as a  i fo al, e - ased poll fo  the o e ie e of the “u e  
Tea  a d the espo de ts. We elie e the esults to e a ea i gful, if u s ie tifi , 
ep ese tatio  of the ie s of Le i gto  pa e ts of spe ial edu atio  stude ts. The espo se 

data i  the su e  do ot efle t o  o stitute the opi io s, e do se e t, o  positio  of 
eithe  the Le i gto  “EPAC/“EPTA o  the Le i gto  Pu li  “ hools. The opi io s a d 
espo ses p ese ted a e solel  those of the su e  espo de ts. Be ause the data o stitute 

opi io s, diffe e t i te p etatio s a e possi le.  The Le i gto  “EPAC/“EPTA does ot assu e 
espo si ilit  fo  the eade s' i te p etatio  of o  ea tio  to the su e  o  this epo t. 

 

http://www.lexspac.org/
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Ba kg ou d 

The No e e   “EPAC Pa e t “u e  as lau hed as a esult of dis ussio s at the 
“epte e  ,  “EPAC a d “ hool Co ittee eeti gs.  Both of these eeti gs e e 
held to dis uss o e s ega di g the eha io al i te e tio  st ategies used ith stude ts 

ith spe ial eeds. At these eeti gs, se e al othe  pa e ts of stude ts i  Le i gto s spe ial 
edu atio  p og a s aised o e s.  “upe i te de t D . Paul Ash, “ hool Co ittee 

e e s, a d the Le i gto  “EPAC/“EPTA ag eed that a su e  to ette  u de sta d pa e t 
pe spe ti es o  Le i gto  “pe ial Edu atio  ould help guide fu the  dis ussio s. 

The Le i gto  “EPAC/“EPTA, i  pa t e ship ith Le i gto  Pu li  “ hools a d the “ hool 
Co ittee, ega  o k o  the su e  i  ea l  O to e  .  Ta get espo de ts i luded 
pa e ts of hild e  ith a  IEP o   Pla  i  Le i gto  Pu li  “ hools u e tl  o  ithi  the 
last t o ea s, o  pa e ts of hild e  ho had applied ut e e ot fou d eligi le fo  spe ial 
edu atio  se i es. The su e  sought to ette  u de sta d pa e t satisfa tio  ith: • “pe ial Edu atio /  se i e deli e  • Co u i atio  • Pa e t pa t e ship effo ts • Use of eha io al a age e t st ategies 

 

The goal of the su e  esults as to help ad ise the Le i gto  Pu li  “ hools o  spe ial 
edu atio  se i es a d esou e pla i g, a d to ette  fo us “EPAC/“EPTA effo ts. 
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Methodolog  

The “EPAC/“EPTA o ked ith the “ hool Co ittee a d Le i gto  Pu li  “ hools o  the 
est a  to app oa h the su e  eatio  a d data o pilatio /a al sis p o ess, ith the 

u de sta di g that lau hi g the su e  ui kl  ould e a iti al su ess fa to .  The 
“EPAC/“EPTA o side ed hi i g a  outside su e  o pa  to do this o k, ut dete i ed 
that the osts ould e p ohi iti e, a d the hi i g p o ess ight slo  the p o ess.  The 
“EPAC/“EPTA also o side ed o ki g ith Le i gto  Pu li  “ hools to hi e a  outside su e  
o pa , ut dete i ed that the ‘FP p o ess e ui ed fo  this optio  ould ea  that the 

su e  ight ot e lau hed u til i te  of .  The e as also a o e  that pa e ts 
desi i g a o it  a  ot espo d to a su e  u less it as o du ted outside Le i gto  
Pu li  “ hools.  

I  additio , the “EPAC/“EPTA felt that a  i te al su e  ould e do e ell e ough to 
p o ide alua le i put, a d that su h a su e  ould fo  a e  st o g asis fo  fu the  o k 
i  the ase that LP“ a d/o  “EPAC/“EPTA de ided to e gage a  outside fi . 

The efo e, the Le i gto  “EPAC/“EPTA de ided to fo  a “u e  Tea  to e espo si le fo  
su e  eatio , su e  lau h, data o pilatio  a d a al sis, a d su e  esults epo t a d 
p ese tatio .  As o k got u de a , the “u e  Tea  e ie ed o pa a le su e s f o  
su ou di g to s, su h as Ne to  a d Bel o t , a d e ie ed the uestio s a d esults 
f o  the Le i gto  “EPAC Ma h  Pa e t “u e . The “u e  Tea  also held a fo us 
g oup ith app o i atel   pa e ts of hild e  ith spe ial eeds i  LP“ to u de sta d 
o o  uestio s a d o e s a d to de elop app op iate la guage fo  the su e .  

Afte  a su e  d aft as eated, the “u e  Tea  i o po ated feed a k a d got app o al o  
the su e  f o :  • Li da Chase LP“ Di e to  of “tude t “e i es  • Dia e Pelletie  LP“ I te i  Di e to  of “pe ial Edu atio   • Alessa d o Alessa d i i “EPAC/“EPTA “ hool Co ittee liaiso  

 

The Le i gto  “EPAC/“EPTA lau hed the o li e su e  o  No e e  , .  The su e  
as losed o  No e e  , .    P ospe ti e espo de ts e e otified of the su e  ia 
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the LP“ Glo al Co e t e ail s ste  hi h goes out to all pa e ts ith hild e  i  LP“ , 
a ious Le i gto  LI“T“E‘V® e ail lists, the “EPAC We  site, a d ia fl e s posted i  

Le i gto . 

The su e  as lau hed o li e ia “u e Mo ke ®.  ‘espo de ts e e ot asked to ide tif  
the sel es to a ess the su e , ut e e asked to p o ide de og aphi  i fo atio  to help 
p o ide ea i gful o te t.   

Afte  the de og aphi  data se tio , espo de ts e e asked to ate a se ies of state e ts o  
a s ale of “t o gl  Ag ee, Ag ee, Neut al, Disag ee, o  “t o gl  Disag ee.  Depe di g o  the 
state e t, e also i luded N/A o  Do t K o  optio s. 

At the e d of ea h set of state e ts, espo de ts e e gi e  the optio  to p o ide 
additio al o e ts.  We also i luded t o ope -e ded uestio s at the e d of the su e . 

The “u e  Tea  o itted to keepi g all espo ses, i ludi g o e ts, a o ous.  
Co e ts e e ot tied to i di idual espo ses, a d the “u e  Tea  as a eful ot to ask 
fo  de og aphi  data that ould allo  us to ide tif  pa e ts o  stude ts.   I  additio , the 
“u e  Tea  edited o e ts to e o e a  efe e es to spe ifi  i di iduals o  s hools as 

ell as to e o e a  o te t that the “u e  Tea  felt ould e used to ide tif  a  
i di idual.  While est effo ts e e ade to ai tai  the poi t a d ele a e of edited 
o e ts, the “u e  Tea s p io it  as espo de t a o it .  That ei g said, the 

“u e  Tea  a ot gua a tee that o i di idual ill e ide tifia le ased o  thei  espo ses 
to the su e . 

While this app oa h did help ai tai  espo de t a o it , o e d a a k as that e 
e e ot a le to ide tif  st e gths a d eak esses at spe ifi  s hools o  p og a s ith these 

su e  esults.  A possi le e t step ould e to o k ith Le i gto  Pu li  “ hools to do 
additio al i estigatio s to ta get i p o e e ts effo ts.    
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“u e  ‘espo se ‘ate a d De og aphi s 

A total of  pa e ts espo ded to the su e .  Of these espo de ts,  ide tified 
the sel es as pa e ts of hild e  o  a  IEP,  ide tified the sel es as pa e ts of hild e  
o  a  Pla ,  pa e ts ide tified the sel es as pa e ts of hild e  ho e e o  a  IEP i  
the last t o ea s, ut e e o lo ge  o  a  IEP,  ide tified the sel es as pa e ts of 
hild e  ho e e o  a   Pla  ut e e o lo ge  o  a  Pla , a d  espo de ts 

ide tified the sel es as pa e ts ho e t th ough the spe ial edu atio  e aluatio  p o ess 
ut hose hild e  e e ot fou d eligi le fo  spe ial edu atio  se i es.  

Based o  u e s p o ided  Le i gto  Pu li  “ hools i  De e e  , the e e e  
stude ts o  a  IEP pla .  With  espo de ts ide tif i g the sel es as pa e ts of hild e  
u e tl  o  a  IEP, e dete i ed a espo se ate of % fo  this atego  of espo de ts.  

I  additio , ased o  u e s p o ided  Le i gto  Pu li  “ hools i  Ma h of , the e 
e e  stude ts o   Pla s.  With  espo de ts ide tif i g the sel es as pa e ts of 

stude ts o  a  Pla , e dete i ed a espo se ate of % fo  this atego  of 
espo de ts.  While e a ot dete i e espo se ates fo  the othe  atego ies, the a  
u e s i di ate that these espo se ates a e lo e .  
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G aph :  Respo de ts  IEP/  Pla  Status 

  

The su e  also asked espo de ts to ide tif  the sel es  s hool le el e did ot ask fo  
spe ifi  s hool e ause that a  ha e o p o ised a o it .    The ajo it  of 
espo de ts ide tified the sel es as pa e ts of hild e  i  ele e ta  s hool . %, o   

of the espo de ts , hile the u e s e e fai l  si ila  fo  iddle s hool %,  a d 
high s hool %, .  Pa e ts of hild e  i  the p es hool espo ded i  the s allest 

u e s, ith o l  . % o   espo de ts. 
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G aph :  Respo de ts  S hool Le el 

 

 

The su e  espo se ates o pa e fa o a l  to the a tual eakdo  of stude ts o  IEPs  
s hool le el ased o  u e s p o ided  Le i gto  Pu li  “ hools i  Fe ua  .  Based 
o  these u e s, ou  espo se ates fo  stude ts o  a  IEP a e at least % fo  all s hool 
le els, as sho  i  the ta le elo : 

 

“CHOOL LEVEL ‘E“PON“E ‘ATE 

P es hool % 

Ele e ta  % 

Middle S hool % 

High S hool % 
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G aph :  Le i gto  A tuals  S hool Le el Stude ts o  IEPs  

 

 

 

Ne t, e asked espo de ts to tell us ho  lo g thei  hild had ee  o  a  IEP o   Pla .  
App o i atel  half of espo de ts . %,  ha e hild e  ho ha e ee  o  a  IEP o  

 Pla  fo  -  ea s, hile . %  of espo de ts ha e hild e  ho ha e ee  o  a  
IEP o   Pla  fo   o  o e ea s.  O l  . %  of espo de ts ha e hild e  ho ha e 

ee  o  a  IEP pla  fo  o e ea  o  less, a d . %  of espo de ts ha e hild e  ho 
e t th ough a  e aluatio  p o ess ut e e ot fou d to e eligi le fo  a  IEP o   Pla .  
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G aph :  Respo de ts  Le gth of Ti e o  IEP o   Pla  

 

 

Fi all , e asked espo de ts to p o ide i fo atio  a out hat t pe of p og a  thei  
hild e  atte ded.  The ajo it  of pa e ts . %,  told us thei  hild e  atte ded thei  

geo- oded o  eigh o hood  s hool, ith %  of espo de ts sa i g thei  hild e  
atte ded a dist i t- ide p og a  dist i t- ide p og a s a e p og a s that a  g oup 
hild e   disa ilit  o  eed, su h as the I te si e Lea i g P og a  at Hasti gs, Fiske, 

Cla ke, a d LH“ a d the De elop e tal Lea i g P og a  at Ha i gto  a d Cla ke .   Please 
ote that so e pa e ts a  e i  oth thei  eigh o hood s hool a d a dist i t- ide 

p og a  if thei  ho e happe s to e i  the sa e geog aphi  lo atio  as the dist i t- ide 
p og a  that is est suited to thei  hild s eeds.  

We also asked pa e ts to tell us if thei  hild e  atte ded a  out-of-dist i t s hool, a d to 
i di ate the t pe of out-of-dist i t p og a .  O e all, %  of espo de ts said thei  
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hild e  atte ded a  out-of-dist i t s hool.   Fu the  eakdo  of out-of-dist i t espo de t 
data a  e see  i  G aph  elo . 

 

G aph :  Respo de ts  S hool/Dist i t o  Out-of-Dist i t P og a s 

 

 

 

A o di g to Fe ua   u e s, Le i gto  had  stude ts i  out-of-dist i t pla e e ts 
fu ded  Le i gto  pa tiall  o  full , a d  stude ts i  self-pa  p i ate s hools, ut ho 

e e e ei i g spe ial edu atio  se i es th ough Le i gto  Pu li  “ hools. 
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Pa e t Co e ts 

Alo g ith  ua titati e espo ses, e e ei ed  pa e t o e ts o e ts e e 
optio al .  Be ause e did ot tie the o e ts a k to i di idual espo ses, e do ot 
k o  ho  a  pa e ts a e ep ese ted  these o e ts.  Ho e e , e e e i p essed 

 the ti e a  pa e ts took to p o ide additio al detail a d feed a k a out thei  o  
e pe ie es a d the e pe ie es of thei  hild e , oth positi e a d egati e.  We ha e 
i luded o e ts ith ide tif i g i fo atio  e o ed as e essa  to p ote t pa e t, 
stude t, a d staff a o it  th oughout this epo t he e e felt a o e t as i di ati e 
of a o o  the e a d/o  he e the o e t added detail to the ua titati e esults. 
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‘a  Data 

You ill fi d the ‘a  Qua titati e “u e  Data o  the Le i gto  “EPAC We  site 
.le sepa .o g .  The Qua titati e “u e  Data i lude all the su e  uestio s asked, as 

ell as the espo se pe e tages a d ou ts.  We ha e also eated a do u e t that 
o piles all the o e ts su itted  espo de ts edited to p ote t pa e t, stude t, a d 

staff a o it  i  a do u e t alled the Le i gto  “EPAC/“EPTA No e e   Pa e t 
“u e  Co e ts.   This do u e t has also ee  posted o  the Le i gto  “EPAC We  site 

.le sepa .o g . 

http://www.lexsepac.org/
http://www.lexsepac.org/
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Pla e e t a d “e i e Deli e  fo  Child e  o  a  IEP Questio   

QUANTITATIVE RESULTS—ALL SCHOOL LEVELS 

The fi st set of state e ts fo used o  pa e t satisfa tio  ith the pla e e t a d se i es 
a d goals fo  hild e  o  IEPs, i ludi g hethe  staff a e gi e  e ough esou es, if p og ess 
is easu ed effe ti el , a d if hild e  a e ell a ed fo  du i g the s hool da . 

G aph :  Pla e e t/Se i es Deli e  fo  Child e  ith a  IEP 
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This se tio  sa  so e of the ost positi e esults of the su e .  Close to %  of  
espo de ts Ag eed o  “t o gl  Ag eed that thei  i put is efle ted i  thei  hild s IEP.  I  

additio , %  of  espo de ts Ag eed o  “t o gl  Ag eed that the  ould 
u de sta d the atio ale fo  the se i es a d goals outli ed i  thei  hild s IEP.   These esults 
i di ate that the ajo it  of pa e ts a e satisfied that the  a  p o ide thei  o  ideas he  
thei  hild s IEP is eated, a d u de sta d a d ag ee ith the se i es a d p og a s 
i luded i  the fi al IEP. 

I  additio , . %  of  espo de ts Ag eed o  “t o gl  Ag eed that thei  hild as 
ell a ed fo  du i g the da , i di ati g st o g le els of pa e t satisfa tio  ith the o e all 

a e a d safet  of thei  hild e . 

‘espo ses to othe  uestio s a out i ple e tatio  a d o ito i g, hile still ai l  
positi e, e e o e i ed.  While . %  of  espo de ts Ag eed o  “t o gl  Ag eed 
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that thei  hild e ei ed all the se i es e pe ted ased o  the IEP, . %  of espo de ts 
e e Neut al, a d %  of espo de ts Disag eed o  “t o gl  Disag eed ith this 

state e t.  “i ila l , hile % of  espo de ts Ag eed o  “t o gl  Ag eed that the 
se i es thei  hild e ei ed e e app op iate gi e  thei  hild e s eeds, %  of 
espo de ts e e Neut al, a d %  of espo de ts Disag eed o  “t o gl  Disag eed.  

Togethe , these fi di gs suggest that pa e ts a  e o e satisfied ith IEP eatio , ut less 
satisfied ith IEP e e utio . 

Othe  uestio s i  this se tio  p o ide i fo atio  a out pa e t pe spe ti es ega di g staff 
esou es a d ate of p og ess o ito i g.  Whe  asked if thei  hild s tea  as gi e  the 

ti e a d esou es to deli e  the se i e pla  to thei  hild, %  of  espo de ts 
Ag eed o  “t o gl  Ag eed, ut lose to a ua te  of espo de ts . % o   e e Neut al, 
a d %  Disag eed o  “t o gl  Disag eed.   

‘espo de ts ga e the easu e e t of thei  hild s p og ess the lo est ati g i  this set of 
uestio s.  %  of  espo de ts Ag eed that thei  hild s ate of p og ess as 
easu ed effe ti el , a d o l  %  of espo de ts “t o gl  Ag eed ith this state e t 
o i ed, this is % of the total espo de ts .  While fo  ost othe  state e ts i  this 

atego  espo de ts Disag eed i  highe  u e s tha  the  “t o gl  Disag eed, fo  this 
state e t the u e s e e oughl  e ual . % o   espo de ts Disag eed a d . % 
o   espo de ts “t o gl  Disag eed .  . %  espo de ts e e Neut al.    

Take  togethe , the ua titati e esults fo  the Pla e e t/“e i es Deli e  fo  Child e  ith 
a  IEP i di ate that pa e ts ha e pa ti ula  o e s a out hethe  staff e e s ha e 
e ough ti e a d esou es to ade uatel  i ple e t the IEP eated fo  thei  hild, a d 

hethe  thei  hild s p og ess is ade uatel  o ito ed to e su e futu e su ess.    

QUANTITATIVE RESULTS BY SCHOOL LEVEL 

I  looki g at the Pla e e t a d “e i e Deli e  fo  stude ts o  a  IEP esults  s hool le el, 
the o o  the e is that epo ted satisfa tio  ates a e highest at the ele e ta  s hool 
le el.  I  the fi st state e t, The i put I p o ide is efle ted i   hild s IEP,  the d op i  
satisfa tio  ate f o  ele e ta  s hool to iddle s hool to high s hool as less tha  % --

%  of ele e ta  s hool pa e ts “t o gl  Ag eed o  Ag eed ith this state e t, hile 
%  of iddle s hool pa e ts a d %  of high s hool pa e ts e e i  these 



“U‘VEY ‘E“PON“E“ 
 

Page      Fi al Ve sio  / /  

atego ies.  Whe  e looked at the state e t I u de sta d a d a ept the atio ale fo  the 
se i es a d goals outli ed i   hild s IEP,  the ele e ta  a d iddle s hool u e s 

e e si ila  ut the e as a de li e i  satisfa tio  at the high s hool le el-- %  of 
ele e ta  s hool pa e ts a d %  of iddle s hool pa e ts “t o gl  Ag eed o  Ag eed, 

hile %  of high s hool pa e ts e e i  these atego ies. 

G aph :  The I put I p o ide is ele ted i   hild’s IEP S hool Le el . 
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G aph :  I u de sta d a d a ept the aio ale fo  the se i es a d goals outli ed i   
hild’s IEP S hool Le el . 

 

 

As e look at pa e t satisfa tio  ith i ple e tatio  of se i es  s hool le el, e sa  the 
highest le els of satisfa tio  at the ele e ta  s hool le el, ith a d op i  pa e t satisfa tio  
at iddle s hool, follo ed  a slight aise i  satisfa tio  at the high s hool le el.  Fo  
e a ple, fo  the state e t M  hild e ei es all the se i es I e pe t ased o  his/he  IEP,  

%  of ele e ta  s hool pa e ts “t o gl  Ag eed o  Ag eed, hile o l  %  of 
iddle s hool pa e ts a d %  of high s hool pa e ts e e i  these atego ies.  Fo  the 

state e t O e all, I feel the se i es  hild e ei es a e app op iate fo  his/he  eeds , 
%  of ele e ta  s hool pa e ts “t o gl  Ag eed o  Ag eed, ut o l  %  of 
iddle s hool pa e ts a d %  of high s hool pa e ts “t o gl  Ag eed o  Ag eed.   

“i ila  diffe e es e e oted fo  the state e t M  hild s tea  i.e., tea he s a d staff  is 
gi e  the ti e a d esou es to deli e  the se i e pla  to  hild  a d O e all, I feel  
hild is ell a ed fo  du i g the s hool da .  
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G aph :  M  hild e ei es all the se i es I e pe t ased o  his/he  IEP S hool Le el . 
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G aph :  O e all, I feel the se i es  hild e ei es a e app op iate fo  his/he  eeds 
S hool Le el . 
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G aph :  M  hild’s tea  i.e., tea he s a d staf  is gi e  the i e a d esou es to 
deli e  the se i e pla  to  hild S hool Le el . 
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G aph :  O e all, I feel  hild is ell a ed fo  du i g the s hool da  S hool Le el . 

 

 

A  e eptio  to the t e d of ha i g the highest satisfa tio  le els at the ele e ta  s hool 
le el as fou d i  the esult fo  the state e t, M  hild s ate of p og ess is easu ed 
effe ti el .  These esults fou d that %  of ele e ta  s hool pa e ts a d %  of 

iddle s hool pa e ts “t o gl  Ag eed o  Ag eed, hile %  high s hool pa e ts e e i  
these atego ies. Of pa ti ula  ote, %  of ele e ta  s hool pa e ts a d %  of 
high s hool pa e ts Disag eed o  “t o gl  Disag eed ith this state e t, hile %  of 

iddle s hool pa e ts e e i  these atego ies.  
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+G aph :  M  hild’s ate of p og ess is easu ed efe i el  S hool Le el . 

 

 

 

PARENT COMMENTS 

Ma  of the pa e t o e ts ega di g Pla e e t/“e i es Deli e  fo  Child e  ith a  IEP 
poi ted to the st e gths of suppo ti e tea s a d s hools, espe iall  tale ted a d a i g staff 

e e s.  Fo  e a ple, o e pa e t o e ted, “the ualit  of the tea he s a d the suppo t 
fo  the p og a  is ke .  We' e ee  lessed ith g eat tea he s a d a ell-suppo ted 
p og a  g ou ded i  the latest esea h.   Othe  pa e ts p aised the suppo t fo  i di idual 
stude ts a d f o  the hole s hool tea :  We eall  app e iate the e t a atte tio  oth the 
tea he s, aides a d spe ialist ga e ou  hild, a d it's defi itel  helped ake ou  hild e 
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su essful i  the lass oo .   A d f o  a othe  pa e t: The tea  o ks ell togethe  a d 
see s to get  ou  hild.  The  ha e a solid u de sta di g of the st e gths a d eak esses 
a d a e i ple e ti g app op iate i te e tio s to add ess the eake  a eas of fu tio i g.  

Ho e e , othe  o e ts p o ided i sight i to o e s a out pa e t i put i to IEP eatio  
a d eak esses i  i ple e tatio  of se i es.  O e pa e t stated I do ot feel like pa t of 
the tea  p o ess,  i put is dis ega ded, a d I feel o sta tl  p essu ed to a ept thi gs 
that a e ot app op iate.   A othe  pa e t e p essed o e  a out la k of i ple e tatio :  

The IEP as itte  sou ds good, ut  hild does ot a tuall  e ei e ost of the se i es.    

Othe  pa e ts aised o e s a out the le gth of ti e e ui ed to a ess se i es, as ell as 
the eed to get outside o  legal help to e su e i ple e tatio  of se i es.  As o e pa e t 
stated, e had e uested testi g at the egi i g of the ea , a d it took al ost the e ti e 
s hool ea  efo e  hild got it.   A othe  pa e t poi ted to o e s a out the eed fo  
legal suppo t to e su e i ple e tatio  of the IEP: I still feel u ed  Le i gto 's putti g 
up a  a ie s to  hild getti g the o ti uit  of se i es e ui ed, a d osti g us 
thousa ds of dolla s i  legal fees just to get the  to follo  the IEP/pla e e t e had i  pla e 

he  e o ed he e.  

Fi all , se e al pa e t o e ts suppo ted the i ed ua titati e esults a ou d staff 
esou es a d p og ess o ito i g.  ‘ega di g staff esou es, o e pa e t stated:  ith the 
u e  of hild e  ith spe ial eeds i  ea h lass, a d the a ou t of ate ial that eeds 

to e o e ed dail , the e is o a  that the tea he s ould possi l  p o ide ost if a  of 
the se i es set fo th i  o e's IEP o   pla .   ‘ega di g p og ess o ito i g, o e pa e t 
aised o e s ega di g la k of sta da dized easu e e ts:  I ha e oti ed that the e is 
ot a sta da d easu e of the goals a o g tea he s a d the apists… the epo ts a e ot 

spe ifi ; the  a e ague a d ould appl  to othe  stude ts.  A othe  pa e t aised o e s 
a out la k of o u i atio :  The e a e so a  thi gs that a  e do e fo  f ee that the  
efuse su h as egula  e ail o u i atio , o thl  e h a ks, easu a le goals, a d 

e pla atio s/dis ussio s o  h  a hild is ot p og essi g o  eg essi g.  

Of spe ial ote i  this se tio  e e pa e t o e ts ega di g diffi ult  at the iddle s hool 
a d high s hool le els, so e of hi h efle t so e of the ua titati e esults ega di g lo e  
satisfa tio  ates, pa ti ula l  at the iddle s hool le el.  “e e al o e ts i di ated 
i eased diffi ult  he  thei  hild e  t a sitio ed f o  ele e ta  s hool to iddle 
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s hool, a d agai  ith the t a sitio  to the high s hool.  Fo  e a ple, o e pa e t stated:  
The e is little o u i atio  f o  the iddle s hool ega di g  hild. It is ha d to gauge 
hat is o ki g a d is 't…I felt the ele e ta  s hools e e u h ette  at a i g  fo   

hild. No  I feel shut out a d al ost u el o e at the iddle s hool a d ot a pa t e  i  
 hild's a e.   A othe  pa e t o e ted:  M  hild has had a  IEP si e ki de ga te  

a d the IEP tea  al a s o ked ith e to ake su e  hild s edu atio al eeds e e 
ell a aged.  No  that  hild s hit high s hool?  I ha e to e ail tea he s eekl , asi all  
eggi g fo  i fo atio .  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

While the o e all satisfa tio  ates fo  the Pla e e t a d “e i e Deli e  se tio  e e the 
highest i  the su e , the ua titati e esults a d pa e t o e ts poi t to se e al possi le 
a eas fo  i p o e e t a d e o e datio s.  Pa e t satisfa tio  as highe  at the poi t 
that the IEP a d pla e e t is dete i ed tha  ith the i ple e tatio  o  o ito i g of 
se i es a d pla e e ts.  I  additio , pa e t satisfa tio  le els i  ost ases e e lo est at 
the iddle s hool a d high s hool le els a d pa ti ula l  at the iddle s hool le el i  ost 
ases .   Based o  these fi di gs, the follo i g e o e datio s a e p oposed.  Please ote 

that o e ship of the p oposed e o e datio s is sha ed ith Le i gto  Pu li  “ hools 
a d the Le i gto  “EPAC/“EPTA. • E su e pla e e ts a e app op iate  easu i g a d o ito i g stude t p og ess a d 

p og a  effe ti e ess i  olla o atio  ith pa e ts, ith spe ial e phasis o  iddle 
s hool a d high s hool stude ts. LP“  

– Co ittees a e u e tl  looki g at se i e deli e  odels a oss all do ai s. 

– “ hool ep ese tati es atte d t a sitio  eeti gs f o  P e-K to ele . to iddle a d 
iddle to high s hool. • Edu ate pa e ts a out all steps of the e aluatio  a d se i e deli e  p o ess a d 

ti eli e asso iated ith ea h step. LP“ a d “EPAC/“EPTA  

– No e e  , , ET“ ‘ou d Ta le ith “EPAC/“EPTA 

– Pa e t Coffee o  Fe . ,  "‘efe al a d E aluatio  P o ess  

– Cu e tl  updati g the “tude t “e i es P o edu al Ma ual 
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• E ou age staff o u i atio  ea l  a d ofte , a d p o ide lea  o u i atio  paths, 
p o idi g pa e t edu atio  a d g eate  oppo tu ities fo  pa e t. LP“  

 

Note:  ‘e o d e ie s a e o pleted e e   ea s  the Depa t e t of Ea l  a d “e o da  
Edu atio  DE“E .  The dist i t is u e tl  u de goi g a self-assess e t as pa t of its 
oo di ated p og a  e ie  Co plia e ‘e ie .  The self-assess e t i ludes a e ie  of 

p o edu es a d ti eli es. 
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Pla e e t/“e i es Deli e  fo  Child e  ith  Pla s 
Questio   

QUANTITATIVE RESULTS—ALL SCHOOL LEVELS 

Questio   fo used o  Pla e e t a d “e i es Deli e  fo  hild e  ith  Pla s.  The e 
e e  espo de ts fo  this set of uestio s please ote that  pa e ts ide tified 

the sel es as pa e ts of hild e  u e tl  o  a  Pla , a d  pa e ts ide tified 
the sel es as pa e ts of hild e  ho had a  Pla  i  the last t o ea s ut o lo ge  
does, a d oth atego ies of pa e ts ould ha e a s e ed espo ded to this se tio  of the 
su e . 

G aph :  Pla e e t/Se i es Deli e  fo  Child e  o   Pla s 

 

 

As ith pa e ts of hild e  o  IEP pla s, pa e t satisfa tio  as g eate  fo  the se i e pla  
eatio  a d the o e all a e fo  thei  hild e .  % o   espo de ts Ag eed o  “t o gl  
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Ag eed that the a o odatio s p o ided i  thei  hild s  Pla  efle ted thei  hild s 
eeds, ith %  of espo de ts i  the Neut al atego , a d %  of espo de ts 

sa i g the  Disag eed o  “t o gl  Disag eed.  I  additio , %  of espo de ts Ag eed o  
“t o gl  Ag eed that thei  hild as ell a ed fo  du i g the da , agai  ith % i  the 
Neut al atego  a d %  espo de ts sa i g the  Disag eed o  “t o gl  Disag eed. 

‘esults e e less fa o a le he  pa e ts e e asked to p o ide feed a k o  hethe  tea s 
had the esou es eeded to i ple e t the  pla .  % o   espo de ts Ag eed o  
“t o gl  Ag eed ith this state e t, . %  of espo de ts e e Neut al, a d %  of 
espo de ts Disag eed o  “t o gl  Disag eed.   

Be ause of the lo e  u e  of espo de ts fo  this atego , e did ot eak the esults 
out  s hool le el.  

PARENT COMMENTS 

As ith the IEP Pla e e t/“e i e Deli e  se tio , se e al pa e ts ga e high a ks to the 
ualit  a d a i g of staff e e s.  O e pa e t o e ted, The s hool has go e a o e 

a d e o d to ake su e that  hild is ell a ed fo  a d that all of the fa ult  k o  of  
hild s o ditio . M  hild is ha i g a g eat ea !   A othe  pa e t stated, This is ou  fi st 
ea  o  a  pla , a d it is aki g a huge diffe e e i  ho  hild is doi g at s hool, a d 
o e i po ta tl , ho   hild is ie i g s hool.  

Othe  pa e ts aised o e s a out i ple e tatio  a d o u i atio .  O e pa e t 
stated:  It takes epeated e uests to get espo ses a d to eet a out the  pla .    
A othe  pa e t o e ted, I do ot k o  hat the tea he s ha e i di iduall  
i ple e ted o  hat should e taki g pla e as fa  as fo al p o edu es.   As ith the IEP 
Pla e e t/“e i e Deli e  atego , se e al o e ts poi ted to pa ti ula  o e s o e  
la k of o u i atio  a d suppo t at the iddle s hool a d high s hool le els.   

RECOMMENDATIONS 

I p o e e ts i  o u i atio  a d edu atio  e e the o o  the es fo  the 
Pla e e t/“e i e Deli e  fo  stude ts o   Pla s.  The follo i g e o e datio s a e 
p oposed: 
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• Defi e o u i atio  optio s fo  pa e ts so that the e is a lea  path fo  getti g 
i fo atio  a d a s e s to uestio s. LP“  • Edu ate staff a out guideli es fo  o ki g ith stude ts o   Pla s. LP“  

– The Guida e Depa t e t is u e tl  o pleti g a P o edu al Ma ual fo   Pla s 
a d has i stituted e  p o edu es a o di gl . • Wo k ith pa e ts to u de sta d eeds, espe iall  at the iddle s hool a d high s hool 

le els. LP“ a d “EPAC/“EPTA  
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    Pa t e i g ith Pa e ts/Outside E pe ts Questio   

QUANTITATIVE RESULTS—ALL SCHOOL LEVELS 

Questio   fo used o  pa e t opi io s o  ho  ell Le i gto  Pu li  “ hools pa t e s ith 
oth pa e ts a d outside e pe ts hi ed  pa e ts.   

These uestio s a e i po ta t e ause a o di g to fede al a d state la , pa e ts ust e 
t eated as e ual e e s of thei  hild s tea  hi h a  i lude ultiple Le i gto  Pu li  
“ hool tea  e e s .  I  additio , a  pa e ts of hild e  ith spe ial eeds ust seek 
outside e pe t e aluatio s i  o de  fo  thei  hild to e diag osed ith a disa ilit  the pu li  
s hool s ste  does ot p o ide a disa ilit  diag osis, ut athe  assig s a hild to a disa ilit  
atego  du i g the spe ial edu atio  e aluatio  p o ess .  Fi all , a  pa e ts o k ith 

outside e pe ts to supple e t se i es p o ided  the pu li  s hool s ste  su h as p i ate 
the apists o  tuto s , o  to seek additio al opi io s o  se i e deli e  a d pla e e t. 

Be ause ot all pa e ts of hild e  ith spe ial eeds do hi e outside e pe ts, the e as a 
high u e  of espo de ts ho sele ted the N/A atego  fo  this set of uestio s.  I  the 
g aph a d dis ussio  elo , e ha e e o ed the espo de ts ho sele ted N/A f o  the 
al ulatio  of pe e tages. 
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G aph :  Pa t e i g ith Pa e ts/Outside E pe ts 

 

 

Whe  asked if the  e e i luded as e ual pa t e s, %  of  espo de ts said the  
Ag eed o  “t o gl  Ag eed, ith the %  i  the Ag ee atego  a d %  i  the 
“t o gl  Ag ee atego .  %  of espo de ts e e Neut al, %  Disag eed, a d % 

 pa e ts “t o gl  Disag eed.  This as o e of the state e ts he e the diffe e es at 
ea h e d of the s ale e e highe -- u e s fo  pa e ts ho “t o gl  Disag eed as highe  
tha  the pa e ts ho Disag eed, a d the u e s fo  pa e ts ho “t o gl  Ag eed as 

u h lo e  tha  the pa e ts ho Ag eed.   

Whe  asked if the s hool e ie s a d se iousl  o side s epo ts f o  outside e pe ts su h 
as ph si ia s a d the apists  hi ed  pa e ts, o l  %  of  espo de ts Ag eed o  
“t o gl  Ag eed, ith %  i  the Neut al atego , a d %  pa e ts Disag eei g o  
“t o gl  Disag eei g o e of the fe  he e the “t o gl  Disag ee atego  as agai  g eate  
tha  the Disag ee atego .   



“U‘VEY ‘E“PON“E“ 
 

Page      Fi al Ve sio  / /  

G aph :  The s hool e ie s a d se iousl  o side s epo ts f o  outside e pe ts i.e. 
ph si ia s a d the apists  I ha e hi ed to o k ith  hild. 
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QUANTITATIVE RESULTS BY SCHOOL LEVEL 

I  e ie i g these esults at the s hool le el, e o ti ue to see the highest satisfa tio  ates 
at the ele e ta  s hool le el.  Fo  the state e t I a  i luded as a  e ual pa t e  ith 
tea he s a d othe  Le i gto  Pu li  “ hool P ofessio als , %  of ele e ta  s hool 
espo de ts “t o gl  Ag eed o  Ag eed, a d %  of iddle s hool a d high s hool 

pa e ts e e i  these atego ies.   O  the othe  e d of the spe t u , the highest le els of 
dissatisfa tio  fo  this state e t e e at the high s hool le el, ith %  of high s hool 
pa e ts Disag eei g o  “t o gl  Disag eei g, o pa ed to %  of iddle s hool pa e ts 
a d %  of ele e ta  s hool pa e ts. 

G aph : I a  i luded as a  e ual pa t e  ith tea he s a d othe  Le i gto  Pu li  
S hool P ofessio als S hool Le el . 
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The s hool le el esults fo  the state e t The s hool e ie s a d se iousl  o side s epo ts 
f o  outside e pe ts i.e. ph si ia s a d the apists  I ha e hi ed to o k ith  hild  e e 
si ila .  At the ele e ta  s hool le el, %  of espo de ts “t o gl  Ag eed o  Ag eed, 
o pa ed to %  of iddle s hool pa e ts a d %  of high s hool pa e ts.  Agai , 

the highest le els of dissatisfa tio  e e at the high s hool le el, ith %  of high s hool 
espo de ts Disag eei g o  “t o gl  Disag eei g %  “t o gl  Disag eei g , as o pa ed to 

%  of iddle s hool pa e ts a d %  of ele e ta  s hool pa e ts.   

 

G aph : The s hool e ie s a d se iousl  o side s epo ts f o  outside e pe ts i.e. 
ph si ia s a d the apists  I ha e hi ed to o k ith  hild S hool Le el . 
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PARENT COMMENTS 

Pa e t o e ts asso iated ith othe  state e t atego ies did poi t to good olla o atio  
ith staff a d tea he s, su h as The o u i atio  et ee  staff a d pa e t…The o ept 

that e all o k togethe  as a tea  to eate the est pla  fo   hild.   I  additio , fi e 
state e ts asso iated ith this state e t atego  did poi t to a eful o side atio  fo  
epo ts f o  outside e pe ts. 

Ho e e , of the  o e ts asso iated ith this set of uestio s, the la ge ajo it  of 
pa e t o e ts e e egati e, ith the o o  the es of pe ei ed dis espe t fo  pa e t 
i put a d dis ega d fo  outside e pe t opi io .  O e pa e t stated, Ou  i put, uestio s a d 
o e s a e epeatedl  ig o ed.   A othe  pa e t o e ted, The pu li  ele e ta  

s hool dis issed all epo ts I ought i  to ad o ate fo   hild.   F o  a othe  pa e t:  
LP“ does ot a e fo  pa e ts' o  p ofessio als' i put, does ot a k o ledge it, does ot 
o k togethe  ith fa ilies, a d does ot allo  ti e fo  pa e ts'/p ofessio als' i put at e d 

of eeti g.  Has e e  o ked ith  fa il  as a tea .  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Based o  the ua titati e esults a d pa e t o e ts, a eas fo  i p o e e t i lude 
st o ge  olla o atio  ith pa e ts, pa ti ula l  a ou d o fli t esolutio , a d ette  
oo di atio  ith pa e ts ega di g the use of outside e pe ts.  The follo i g 
e o e datio s a e p oposed: • Co pa e pa e t i ol e e t satisfa tio  ates of pa e ts of hild e  ho ha e IEPs ith 

satisfa tio  ates of pa e ts of hild e  ho do ot ha e IEPs a d/o    Pla s esults of 
DE“E Pa e t I ol e e t “u e . LP“ a d “EPAC/“EPTA  • P o ide o fli t esolutio  t ai i g fo  pa e ts a d staff. LP“ a d “EPAC/“EPTA  

– Dist i t p o ided t ai i g fo  ad i ist ato s a d staff e titled "Diffi ult 
Co e satio s." 

– “EPAC/“EPTA ill e pla i g a o kshop o  o fli t esolutio  ith oth pa e ts a d 
staff. 
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• Wo k ith pa e ts to ette  u de sta d a eas fo  i p o e e t ega di g o ki g ith 
outside e pe ts, a d p o ide edu atio  a out ho  outside e pe t e o e datio s 
should e i o po ated i to IEPs a d  Pla s. LP“ a d “EPAC/“EPTA  • E a i e u e t dist i t p o esses fo  o ki g ith outside e pe ts to ette  u de sta d 
a eas fo  i p o e e t, ith a fo us o  the high s hool le el LP“ : 

– Ma agi g disag ee e ts ith pa e ts a out outside e pe t e aluatio s, epo ts, a d 
e o e datio s. 

– Co u i atio  ith outside e pe ts  tea he s a d ad i ist ato s ge e al 
o u i atio  p a ti es, s heduli g o se atio s, tea he  o se atio  fo s, a d 

i lusio  of outside e pe ts i  tea  eeti gs . 
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“taff a d T ai i g Questio   

QUANTITATIVE RESULTS—ALL SCHOOL LEVELS 

Questio   looked at pa e t opi io  ega di g staff a d t ai i g, i ludi g ge e al edu atio  
staff a d i st u tio al aides assig ed to o k ith thei  hild e .   The goal of this set of 

uestio s as to ette  u de sta d pa e t pe spe ti es a d k o ledge of staff effe ti e ess 
a d t ai i g.   

As ith Questio  , this set of uestio s did ot appl  to a  of the o e all espo de ts 
espe iall  ega di g i st u tio al aides .  I  the g aph a d dis ussio  elo , e ha e 
e o ed the espo de ts ho sele ted N/A f o  the al ulatio  of pe e tages. 

G aph :  Staf a d T ai i g 
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The ajo it  of espo de ts e e satisfied that spe ial edu atio  p ofessio al staff o ked 
effe ti el  ith thei  hild e — %  of  espo de ts Ag eed o  “t o gl  Ag eed ith 
this state e t, ith st o g esults i  the “t o gl  Ag ee atego  % o  .  % o   
pa e ts e e i  the Neut al atego , a d %  of espo de ts Disag eed o  “t o gl  
Disag eed.   

The esults e e si ila  fo  pa e t opi io  ega di g the effe ti e ess of ge e al edu atio  
staff.  %  of  espo de ts Ag eed o  “t o gl  Ag eed ith this state e t.  % o  

 pa e ts e e Neut al, a d %  of espo de ts Disag eed o  “t o gl  Disag eed. 

‘esults e e less fa o a le ega di g pa e t satisfa tio  ith the t ai i g of i st u tio al 
aides.  I st u tio al aides a e t pi all  assig ed to o e stude t o  sha ed et ee  t o o  

o e stude ts ho e ui e additio al suppo t to a ess the ai st ea  u i ulu .  This 
suppo t a  o u  i  the ai st ea  lass oo  e i o e t o  outside the ai st ea  
lass oo  e i o e t i  sepa ate lass oo s o  esou e oo s, depe di g o  the se i es 

defi ed i  a stude t s IEP.   While %  of  espo de ts did Ag ee o  “t o gl  Ag ee 
that i st u tio al aides a e t ai ed effe ti el  to o k ith thei  hild, %  of 
espo de ts e e Neut al, a d the est of the espo de ts e e e uall  split et ee  the 

Disag ee %,  a d “t o gl  Disag ee %,  atego ies.   
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G aph :  I st u io al aides i ludi g SSIs  a e t ai ed to efe i el  o k ith  hild.

 

 

QUANTITATIVE RESULTS BY SCHOOL LEVEL 

I  e ie i g these esults  s hool le el, the highest satisfa tio  ates e e at the 
ele e ta  s hool ith a i g esults at the iddle s hool a d high s hool le els. Fo  the 
state e t, “pe ial edu atio  p ofessio al staff o k effe ti el  ith  hild,  %  of 
ele e ta  s hool pa e ts “t o gl  Ag eed o  Ag eed o pa ed to %  of iddle s hool 
pa e ts a d %  of high s hool pa e ts.  O l  %  of ele e ta  s hool pa e ts 
Disag eed o  “t o gl  Disag eed, o pa ed to %  of iddle s hool pa e ts a d % 

 of high s hool pa e ts.   
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G aph : Spe ial edu aio  p ofessio al staf o k efe i el  ith  hild S hool 
Le el . 

 

 

We sa  si ila  esults he  aski g a out ge e al edu atio  staff e e s.  Fo  the 
state e t Ge e al edu atio  staff e e s egula  lass oo  tea he s  effe ti el  o k 

ith  hild,  %  of ele e ta  s hool pa e ts “t o gl  Ag eed o  Ag eed, ith % 
of iddle s hool  espo de ts  a d high s hool pa e ts  espo de ts  i  these 
atego ies.  At othe  e d of the s ale, %  of ele e ta  s hool pa e ts Disag eed o  

“t o gl  Disag eed, o pa ed to %  of iddle s hool pa e ts a d %  of high 
s hool pa e ts. 
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G aph : Ge e al edu aio  staf e e s egula  lass oo  tea he s  efe i el  o k 
ith  hild S hool Le el . 

 

 

 

“atisfa tio  ates fo  i st u tio al aid t ai i g e e highest at the iddle s hool.  Fo  the 
state e t, I st u tio al aides i ludi g ““Is  a e t ai ed to effe ti el  o k ith  hild,  

%  of iddle s hool pa e ts “t o gl  Ag eed o  Ag eed, o pa ed to %  of 
ele e ta  s hool pa e ts a d %  of high s hool pa e ts.   
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G aph :  I st u io al aides i ludi g SSIs  a e t ai ed to efe i el  o k ith  hild 
S hool Le el . 

 

 

PARENT COMMENTS 

As ith a  of the o e t se tio s, pa e ts ga e p aise to the dedi atio , e thusias , 
a d tale t of the spe ial edu atio  tea he s, ge e al edu atio  staff, a d i st u tio al aides 

ho o k ith thei  hild e .  As o e pa e t o e ted, I thi k the tea he s i ol ed ith 
 hild a e ostl  a azi g.  The  ha e g eat edu atio  a d e thusias .  Thei  k o ledge is 

fa ulous a d the  do thei  ut ost to help  hild a d do hat s est…B  this I ea  the 
tea he s oth i  the spe ial edu atio  depa t e t a d u de  he  IEP as ell as his/he  i -

lass tea he s.   A othe  pa e t said, The ualit  of the spe ial edu atio  staff is a azi g to 
e, a d the  a e all so ki d a d gi i g.  
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Fo  the egati e o e ts, o o  the es e e i o siste  of tea he  ualit  a d la k 
of i st u tio al aide t ai i g.  “e e al pa e ts epo ted a e  positi e e pe ie e o e ea  
a d a egati e e pe ie e i  a diffe e t ea  ased o  staff assig e ts.  As o e pa e t 
stated, I he ked eut al e ause it all depe ds o  the tea he /edu ato . “o e see  to get 
it hile othe s do 't.   A othe  pa e t stated, Most of the staff is eall  good ut he e the  
a e ad the  a e out of tou h.  Thus  eut al espo se -- a tuall  it is hit-a d- iss.  

Pa e t o e ts also added detail to the i ed ua titati e esults ega di g i st u tio al 
aides—a ou d t ai i g ut also a ou d la k of o u i atio  ith i st u tio al aides a d 
la k of k o ledge ega di g thei  t ai i g a d ole.  As o e pa e t said, ‘ete tio  of ualit  
IA's has ee  a h o i  p o le -- hild e  ha e had diffe e t IA's e e  ea - ith e  i ed 
esults- e  staff ith lea i g u es i ease t a sitio  diffi ulties ea h fall fo  a  

stude ts.   F o  a othe  pa e t:  Not al a s su e ho  ell the IAs a e t ai ed he  
o ki g ith  hild. This ea  the e is o o u i atio  et ee  IA a d pa e t.  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

While pa e ts a e ge e all  satisfied ith the ualit  of spe ial edu atio  a d ge e al 
edu atio  staff, the ua titati e esults a d pa e t o e ts sho ed o e s a out 
i st u tio al aides a d o e all o siste  of staff.  The follo i g e o e datio s a e 
p oposed:  • E a i e I st u tio al Aide IA  t ai i g a d ete tio  LP“ . • Edu ate pa e ts a out i st u tio al aide oles a d t ai i g e ui e e ts. 

–  IAs ha e ee  t ai ed i  effe ti e eha io al i te e tio s ith a fo us o  
p oa ti e st ategies. 

– The e is a dato  a ual t ai i g fo  all suppo t staff. • Look at o u i atio  paths et ee  pa e ts a d i st u tio al aides, a d lea l  defi e 
o u i atio  guideli es fo  pa e ts. • E a i e i st u tio al aide ete tio  ates to dete i e if pa e t pe eptio s a e alid 

gi e  dist i t data. • Defi e o u i atio  paths fo  pa e ts ith staff o e s, pa ti ula l  at the iddle 
s hools a d high s hool. 
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Beha io  I te e tio s Questio s -  

QUANTITATIVE RESULTS 

Questio s -  fo used o  pa e t opi io s ega di g the effe ti e ess of eha io al 
i te e tio s ith thei  hild.  These uestio s e e of pa ti ula  i po ta e due to 
o e s aised at “EPAC a d “ hool Co ittee eeti gs ega di g possi le la k of pa e t 

pa ti ipatio  i  eha io  pla s a d i te e tio s, a d eha io al assess e ts su h as a 
Fu tio al Beha io al Assess e t, a  assess e t that is t pi all  o du ted he  a stude t 
is ha i g eha io al p o le s i  the lass oo , a d staff a d pa e ts a t to get o e 
i fo atio  a out h  that eha io  is happe i g.  Please ote that eha io  pla s a d 
fu tio al eha io  assess e ts a  e e uested fo  stude ts ho a e ot i  the spe ial 
edu atio  p og a s, ut ou  ta get audie e as pa e ts of stude ts i  spe ial edu atio .  I  
additio , hile eha io  i te e tio  st ategies a e pa t of ost lass oo  app oa hes i  
so e a , the eha io  pla s e e e atte pti g to get i fo atio  a out a e fo al 
do u e ts that defi e the eha io  a age e t a d i te e tio  st ategies fo  a pa ti ula  
hild. 

The fi st state e t Questio   i  this se tio  looked at pa e t pe spe ti es o  ho  ell 
staff e e s olla o ated ith the  o  eha io  i te e tio s, st ategies, a d suppo ts fo  
thei  hild e  i  the s hool setti g.  Be ause ou  fo us g oup a d othe  su e  esea h 
i di ated that pa e ts a  ot ha e the i fo atio  to a s e  these uestio s, e added a 
Do t K o  atego  fo  these state e ts.  Also, e ause  pa e ts sele ted N/A fo  this 
state e t, e e o ed those espo de ts f o  the al ulatio  of pe e tages fo  this g aph. 
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G aph :  Staf e e s olla o ate ith e o  eha io  i te e io s, st ategies, a d 
suppo ts fo   hild i  s hool. 

 

The ajo it  of pa e ts espo ded fa o a l  to this state e t— . %  of  
espo de ts said the  Ag eed o  “t o gl  Ag eed.  .   pa e ts e e Neut al, a d % 

 Disag eed o  “t o gl  Disag eed.   

We also looked at hethe  pa e ts k e  if a fu tio al eha io al assess e t FBA  o  
eha io  pla  had ee  o pleted fo  thei  hild Questio s  a d  i  the su e .  O e  

% .  o   of  espo de ts did ot k o  if a  FBA had ee  o pleted fo  thei  
hild.  . % o   of  espo de ts did ot k o  if thei  hild had a itte  eha io  pla .  

G aph :  Pa e t K o ledge of Fu io al Beha io al Assess e ts a d Beha io  Pla s 

 

The e t set of state e ts Questio   looked at pa e t pe spe ti es o  the Fu tio al 
Beha io al Assess e ts FBAs  that had ee  o du ted fo  thei  hild e .  The espo se 
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u e s a e s alle  he e, as a s alle  u e  of pa e ts ha e had a  FBA o du ted fo  
thei  hild. 

G aph :  Fu io al Beha io al Assess e ts  

 

 

This g aph sho s that ost pa e ts % of  espo de ts  Ag eed o  “t o gl  Ag eed that 
the FBA o tai ed data that li ked a k to h potheses a out the hild s eha io , a a k of 
effe ti e ess fo  this t pe of assess e t.  I  additio , % of pa e ts Ag eed o  “t o gl  
Ag eed that the  e e asked fo  i put he  the FBA as i  p og ess, a d % Ag eed o  
“t o gl  Ag eed that FBA esults e e sha ed a d uestio s e e a s e ed.  ‘espo de ts 

ho Disag eed o  “t o gl  Disag eed ith these state e ts e e elo  % a d fe e  tha  
 espo de ts.   

We also asked if a eha io  pla  as eated that li ked a k to the FBA.  Please ote that 
ot all FBAs ill esult i  a eha io  pla , a d ot all eha io  pla s a e e essa il  p e eded 
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 a  FBA.  Ho e e , e did a t to dete i e pa e ts  k o ledge i  this a ea, a d fou d 
that % Ag eed o  “t o gl  Ag eed ith this state e t, % e e Neut al, % o   of the 

 espo de ts did ot k o , hile a othe  % o   of the espo de ts eithe  Disag eed o  
“t o gl  Disag eed. 

Questio   looked at pa e t pa ti ipatio  a d k o ledge of eha io  pla s.  With this set of 
uestio s, e a ted to ette  u de sta d if pa e ts e e gi e  the oppo tu it  to p o ide 

i put i to the pla , ho  u h pa e ts u de sta d a out thei  hild s eha io  pla , a d ho  
ell pa e ts elie e the pla s a e o ito ed fo  effe ti e ess.  Agai , e ause ot all pa e ts 

ha e hild e  o  eha io  pla s, the espo de t u e s he e a e s alle  elati e to the 
o e all su e  espo se u e s.  

G aph :  Beha io  Pla s 
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‘ega di g thei  a ilit  to p o ide feed a k a out the eha io  pla , esults e e ostl  
positi e, ith % o   of  espo de ts Ag eei g o  “t o gl  Ag eei g ith this state e t 
i  oughl  e ual u e s, a d % o   espo de ts Disag eei g o  “t o gl  Disag eei g, 
also i  e ual u e s.   

“i ila l , pa e ts ga e positi e feed a k o  o u i atio  of the details of the eha io  
pla , ith % o   of  espo de ts Ag eei g o  “t o gl  Ag eei g, a d % Disag eei g 
o  “t o gl  Disag eei g.  I  additio , % of pa e ts Ag eed o  “t o gl  Ag eed that the 

eha io  pla  as e ie ed ith the , ith % Disag eei g o  “t o gl  Disag eei g.   

Pa e ts ga e pa ti ula l  positi e espo ses he  asked if the eha io  pla  i luded positi e 
ei fo e e t fo  positi e eha io s.  % o   of  espo de ts Ag eed o  “t o gl  

Ag eed, a d o l  . % o   espo de ts Disag eed o  “t o gl  Disag eed. 

The least fa o a le esults i  this set of uestio  e e ega di g pa e t updates o  the 
effe ti e ess of the eha io  pla .  % o   of  espo de ts Ag eed o  “t o gl  Ag eed, 

hile .  o   espo de ts e e Neut al, a d . % o   espo de ts Disag eed o  
“t o gl  Disag eed ith highe  u e s i  the “t o gl  Disag ee atego . 

Be ause the espo de t le els e e s alle  fo  this se tio  of the su e , e did ot eak 
out the esults  s hool le el. 

PARENT COMMENTS 

We had  pa e t o e ts ith this se tio  of the su e .  Co o  positi e state e ts 
poi ted to a st o g olla o ati e p o ess a d ualit  se i es a d staff.  As o e pa e t 
o e ted, [The Beha io  Pla ] has ee  a e  olla o ati e p o ess a d has esulted i  
e  positi e out o es.   A othe  pa e t o e ted, Highl  o ga ized s ste s a d 

st ategies i  pla e a d eas  to a ti ate. We a e eall  i p essed.  

Co e sel , the o o  the es of egati e o e ts poi ted to i effe ti e o u i atio  
ith pa e ts a d i o siste  i  ualit  a d espo se ti e.  O e pa e t poi ted to the 

le gth of ti e e ui ed to o plete a  FBA: I had to ask fo  app o i atel   o ths efo e 
[a  FBA] as egu , a d it took  o ths to get a epo t. It as e t e el  diffi ult to get 
the  to o e fo a d ith FBA tools a d data olle ti g a d epo ti g .   A othe  pa e t 
o e ted o  a la k of olla o atio  a d o u i atio  ega di g thei  hild s eha io  
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pla  a d i te e tio  st ategies:  No olla o atio , o i fo atio  sha i g, a d o FBA do e 
p io  to iti g est ai ts i to eha io  pla , a d aiti g u til the  ite use of est ai ts i to 

eha io  pla  efo e the  egi  to dis uss d a ati  eha io  ha ges ith us.  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Ou  esults fou d that so e pa e ts la k k o ledge of the tools LP“ uses to assess a d 
a age eha io  FBAs a d Beha io  Pla s , a d hethe  those tools a e ei g used ith 

thei  hild e .  I  additio , ou  esults sho ed pa e t o e  a out ho  eha io  
a age e t tools a e ei g o ito ed a d o u i ated to pa e ts.  The follo i g 

e o e datio s a e p oposed: • Edu ate pa e ts a out eha io  pla s a d Fu tio al Beha io  Assess e ts hat the  
a e, he  the  a e eeded, a d the elated p o esses a d ti eli es . LP“ a d 
“EPAC/“EPTA  • E a i e est p a ti es fo  easu i g a d o ito i g eha io  pla s a d o k ith 
pa e ts to u de sta d hat i fo atio  ould e ost helpful to the . LP“  

– A e  Beha io  “pe ialist as added to the staff dist i t- ide this ea . 

– E pe tatio s a e that all itte  stude t eha io  pla s ill e e ie ed ith pa e ts. 
To help o ito  this, a e  fo  has ee  i ple e ted that is ha ded to pa e ts a d 
is pla ed i  the stude t's file. Up o i g P ofessio al De elop e t ill e su e dist i t-

ide i ple e tatio . 

– To date,  staff e e t ai ed o  e- e tified i  C isis P e e tio  I stitute t ai i g.  
Mo e ill e t ai ed  the e d of the ea . 

– ABA Coo di ato  a d eha io  spe ialists a e isiti g all s hools to help the  
o ti uall  i p o e uildi g- ased espo ses to pote tiall  es alati g eha io al 

issues. 
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Co u i atio  Questio s  a d  

QUANTITATIVE RESULTS—ALL SCHOOL LEVELS 

I  this se tio , e e e looki g to gauge pa e t pe spe ti es o  oth ti eli ess of 
o u i atio  a out thei  hild s se i es o  he  a uestio  o  p o le  is aised, a d 
hethe  pa e ts felt o fo ta le aisi g o e s/ uestio s ith LP“ ad i ist atio  a d 

staff.   

I  the “epte e  “EPAC a d “ hool Co ittee dis ussio s a out the eha io al i te e tio  
st ategies used ith spe ial eeds stude ts, as ell as i  the fo us g oup o du ted  the 
“EPAC “u e  Wo ki g tea , se e al issues a ou d o u i atio  e e aised.  “o e 
pa e ts aised issues i  pu li  fo u s afte  sta i g uiet a out o e s.  I  ou  fo us g oup, 
se e al i di ated that the  felt the  ould ot o u i ate ope l  a d ho estl  ith LP“ 
staff a d ad i ist atio . 

The fi st set of state e ts looked at the ti eli ess of i fo atio  f o  the ad i ist atio  
a out se i es a d ate of p og ess, as ell as the ti eli ess of espo ses f o  LP“ staff a d 
ad i ist atio  he  a uestio  o  o e  is aised. 
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G aph :  Ti eli ess of Co u i aio   

 

 

As this g aph sho s, a little o e tha  half of the espo de ts . % o   of  
espo de ts  eithe  Ag eed o  “t o gl  Ag eed ith o e espo de ts i  the Ag ee 
atego  that the  e ei ed ti el  i fo atio  a out the se i es thei  hild e ei es i  thei  

IEP o   Pla .  . % o   espo de ts e e Neut al, a d . % o   espo de ts 
Disag eed o  “t o gl  Disag eed. 

‘ega di g pa e t pe spe ti es o  getti g a espo se to uestio s o  o e s f o  LP“ 
ad i ist atio  o  staff, the esults e e o e fa o a le.  . % o   of  espo de ts 
Ag eed o  “t o gl  Ag eed, . % o   pa e ts e e Neut al, a d . % o   pa e ts 
Disag eed o  “t o gl  Disag eed i  oughl  e ual u e s . 

I  Questio  , e asked pa e ts ho  o fo ta le the  e e aisi g uestio s a d o e s 
ith LP“ ad i ist atio  a d staff.   
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G aph :  Co u i aio :  Co e s a d Quesio s 

 

. % o   out of  espo de ts Ag eed o  “t o gl  Ag eed ith this state e t ith the 
ajo it  i  the Ag ee atego .  . % o   espo de ts e e Neut al, a d . % o   

pa e ts Disag eed o  “t o gl  Disag eed, ith o e pa e ts i  the “t o gl  Disag ee atego .  

QUANTITATIVE RESULTS BY SCHOOL LEVEL 

I  looki g at these esults  s hool le el, e agai  sa  the highest o e all satisfa tio  ates 
at the ele e ta  s hool le el.  Fo  the state e t I get ti el , tho ough, a d helpful 
i fo atio  a out the se i es p o ided u de   hild s IEP o   Pla  fo  IEP“ this a  
i lude t pe of se i e, i ple e tatio  of the u e t IEP, a d u e t le el a d ate of 
p og ess o  goals ,  %  ele e ta  s hool pa e ts a d %  of iddle s hool 
pa e ts Ag eed o  “t o gl  Ag eed, o pa ed to %  of high s hool pa e ts.  Fo  the 
state e t Whe  I aise a uestio , p o le , o  o e , I get a espo se f o  the LP“ 
ad i ist atio /staff,  %  of ele e ta  s hool pa e ts Ag eed o  “t o gl  Ag eed, ith 

%  of iddle s hool pa e ts a d %  of high s hool pa e ts i  these atego ies.  At 
the othe  e d of the s ale, %  of high s hool pa e ts Disag eed o  “t o gl  Disag eed 
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%,  “t o gl  Disag eed , o pa ed to %  of iddle s hool pa e ts a d %  of 
ele e ta  s hool pa e ts. 

G aph :  I get i el , tho ough, a d helpful i fo aio  a out the se i es p o ided 
u de   hild’s IEP o   Pla  S hool Le el . 
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G aph : Whe  I aise a uesio , p o le , o  o e , I get a espo se f o  the LPS 
ad i ist aio /staf S hool Le el . 

 

 

 

Fo  the state e t I feel o fo ta le aisi g o e s a d uestio s ith LP“ 
ad i ist atio /staff,  e agai  sa  the lo est satisfa tio  ates at the high s hool le el, ith 
the ele e ta  a d iddle s hool le els at so e hat si ila  ates.  At the ele e ta  s hool 
le el, %  of pa e ts Ag eed o  “t o gl  Ag eed, o pa ed ith %  of iddle 
s hool pa e ts a d %  of high s hool pa e ts.  At the high s hool le el, %  of 
pa e ts Disag eed o  “t o gl  Disag eed %,  “t o gl  Disag eed , o pa ed to %  
of iddle s hool pa e ts a d %  of ele e ta  s hool pa e ts.  
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G aph : I feel o fo ta le aisi g o e s a d uesio s ith LPS ad i ist aio /staf 
S hool Le el . 

 

PARENT COMMENTS 

We e ei ed  o e ts fo  Questio s  a d  o e ts fo  Questio s .  Fo  
Questio  , e asked espo de ts ho Disag eed o  “t o gl  Disag eed ith the state e t 
to tell us h  i  the Co e ts a ea. 

Ma  pa e ts p o ided positi e feed a k a out the p o pt ess of staff a d ad i ist atio  
espo ses.  O e pa e t o e ted, The ad i ist atio  is e  good a out espo di g to 

a  e ails/ alls/ o e s p o ptl .   A othe  pa e t stated, [I app e iate] ha i g a poi t 
pe so  that  hild t usts a aila le at s hool fo  uestio s, feed a k, p o le -sol i g a d 
efle tio .  
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Ho e e , the e e e also pa e t o e ts that poi ted to a  i o siste  i  espo se ti e 
a d follo -th ough.  O e pa e t o e ted, It is diffi ult to get staff to follo  th ough o  

eeti gs, assess e ts a d ge e al uestio s. The  a e al a s polite a d e patheti  ut 
a e o e o ked?  

Lastl , a o o  the e f o  the o e ts p o ided fo  Questio   as a fea  of 
etaliatio  fo  aisi g o e s/ uestio s.  Of the  o e ts p o ided  pa e ts,  
o e ts %  i di ated i ti idatio  a d fea  of edu tio  of se i es, o  ot e ei i g the 

se i es thei  hild e  eed, as easo s fo  ot feeli g o fo ta le aisi g uestio s a d 
o e s.  O e pa e t stated, I a  af aid of ei g o side ed a t ou le ake  a d the   
hild's se i es ill suffe .   A othe  pa e t o e ted, The e is etaliatio  fo  aisi g 
o e s i  the fo  of dela ed eeti gs, li iti g a ess to tea he s, a d e e  fili g false 
hild a use epo ts.  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The ua titati e esults a d pa e t o e ts poi t to se e al a eas of i p o e e t i  
o u i atio  app oa hes, pa ti ula l  as stude ts p og ess f o  ele e ta  s hool to 
iddle s hool to high s hool.  The o e ts i di ate that eakdo s i  o u i atio  
a  also o u  he  pa e ts fea  etaliatio  fo  aisi g o e s a d uestio s. The 

follo i g e o e datio s a e p oposed:  • E a i e pa e t a d staff espo se ti es a d o u i atio  ethods e ail, pho e, 
itte  o u i atio  to u de sta d hat is o ki g a d hat eeds to e i p o ed.  

LP“ a d “EPAC/“EPTA  • Look at ho  p o esses ha ge f o  ele e ta  s hool, iddle s hool, a d high s hool 
that a  a ou t fo  d ops i  pa e t satisfa tio . LP“  • Pu lish o u i atio  paths fo  ea h s hool o  a ea l  asis so that pa e ts k o  ho 
to o ta t ith uestio s a d o e s, a d ho  to o ta t the .  

– Co u i atio  path a s ha e ee  de eloped fo  all s hools a d ill e updated 
a uall . 
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• Esta lish a o u i atio  path fo  pa e ts to add ess o e s/ uestio s possi l  
a o ousl  he  LP“ o u i atio  path a s do t su eed, o  pa e ts a e ot 
o fo ta le aisi g o e s ith LP“ staff e e s. LP“ a d “EPAC/“EPTA  • Edu ate pa e ts o  legal ights a d o u i atio  paths fo  esol i g uestio s a d 
o e s outside of Le i gto  Pu li  “ hools. “EPAC/“EPTA  
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What aspe ts of spe ial edu atio  i  the dist i t do ou thi k a e 
the ost effe ti e fo  ou  hild's de elop e t?   Questio   

Ou  last t o su e  uestio s e e ope -e ded.  Questio   asked pa e ts to let us k o  
thei  thoughts o  hat as effe ti e a out spe ial edu atio  i  Le i gto  Pu li  “ hools.  We 
e ei ed  o e ts i  this se tio .  Co o  the es f o  pa e t feed a k to this 
uestio  i luded:  • Qualit  of staff • “e i e Deli e  • Dist i t- ide p og a s • Out-of-Dist i t pla e e ts • Co u i atio  

 

As ith ost of the su e , pa e ts ga e highest p aise to ha d o ki g, a i g a d tale ted 
tea he s.  O e pa e t o e ted, Ha i g a “PED tea he  ho is a i g a d de o st ates a 
positi e attitude a d ill o k as tea  ith pa e ts...Tha k ou fo  helpi g ou  hild.   
A othe  pa e t said, The o ept that e all o k togethe  as a tea  to eate the est 
edu atio  pla  fo   hild.  “taff s fle i ilit  to odif  gi e  ate ial to fit  hild s eeds.  

Othe  pa e ts p o ided feed a k a out the effe ti e ess of spe ifi  p og a s.  A o di g to 
o e pa e t, The fa t that  hild is i  a dist i t- ide p og a  is iti al fo   hild s 
su ess, e ause the p og a  puts i  a pla e a  effe ti e aseli e of se i es that a  e 
i di idualized fo   hild.   Fo  a othe  pa e t, the ke  to effe ti e ess as “ all 
lass oo  size, o e-o -o e i st u tio , p ope l  t ai ed spe ial edu atio  staff.  
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What a e o e o  t o ha ges to spe ial edu atio  that ould e 
ade to ette  eet the eeds of ou  hild?                     

Questio   

The last uestio  of the su e  asked pa e ts to gi e thei  opi io  o  hat ha ges ould e 
ette  to est eet thei  hild s eeds.  We e ei ed  espo ses to this uestio , a d the 
o o  the es fo used o : • Co u i atio  • “e i e Deli e  • Ad i ist atio  • “taff T ai i g/‘esou es 

 

‘ega di g o u i atio , o e pa e t o e ted o  the eed fo  o e effe ti e 
o u i atio  et ee  staff a d pa e ts.  A othe  pa e t o e ted o  issues ith the 

i ple e tatio  of thei  hild s se i e deli e :  M  hild had a  IEP i  pla e, ut the 
se i es e e spo adi  a d ot a tuall  gi e .  The IEP as o l  o  pape  a d ot 
i ple e ted.  

Othe  pa e ts poi ted to te sio s et ee  pa e ts a d the ad i ist atio .  O e pa e t 
o e ted o  the eed fo  a  ad i ist atio  that o ks ette  ith the pa e ts i  
ep ese ti g the stude t s est i te ests. A  IEP p o ess he e e e o e as o fo ta le i  
ep ese ti g the stude t s est i te ests.  

Lastl , pa e ts oi ed thei  o e s a out la k of esou es a d ti e to deli e  se i es.  As 
o e pa e t stated, Gi e tea he s a d ou selo s app op iate ti e to do hat the IEP 
stipulates.  
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CONCLUSION 

“pe ial edu atio  p og a s i  Le i gto , a d all pu li  s hools, ust ala e a  
o peti g i te ests— esou e a d udgeta  o st ai ts, pa e ts  e pe tatio s fo  a  

app op iate edu atio  fo  thei  hild e , a d spe ial edu atio  la s a d egulatio s.  At stake 
is the edu atio al su ess of stude ts ith spe ial eeds as ell as the ti e, e e g  a d 
e otio s of all i ol ed – espe iall  the stude ts a d thei  fa ilies.  The Le i gto  
“EPAC/“EPTA seeks to help ala e these eeds  foste i g olla o atio  a d 
o u i atio  ith LP“ p ofessio als a d pa e ts.   

The goal of the “EPAC Pa e t “u e  as to ette  u de sta d the pe spe ti es of pa e ts of 
hild e  ith spe ial eeds ega di g thei  hild e s se i es a d a e, pa e t i ol e e t, 
eha io al i te e tio s, a d o u i atio .   With espo se ates at % o  highe  i  all 
atego ies, e a e o fide t that this su e  aptu es a alid s apshot of pa e t opi io  that 
a  e used to i fo  a d p io itize “EPAC/“EPTA a d LP“ “pe ial Edu atio  effo ts, a d to 

ope  a  ho est a d ope  dialogue ith LP“ p ofessio als a d pa e ts a out a eas fo  
i p o e e t.  “EPAC/“EPTA looks fo a d to fu the  oope atio  a d esea h o  this topi , 

ut ost i po ta tl  to the a tio s that ill o ti ue the i p o e e t i  spe ial edu atio  
i  Le i gto .   
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The  pa e ts ho o pleted the su e  a d p o ided detailed o e ts ga e us the 
i fo atio  e eeded to ette  u de sta d pa e t eeds, stude t eeds, a d a eas of 
i p o e e t.   

 


