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Twin Cities Sportsman’s
Banquet is March 19

T
he Twin Cities Sportsman’s Banquet, our chapter’s
winter fundraising event, will be held Saturday,
March 19 at the Minnesota Valley Country Club in

Bloomington. Last year’s banquet broke all records with
over $20,000 in prizes that resulted in record profits that
will be used in part to help us achieve our stocking and
rearing goals. Stays at Spring Bay Resort on Lake
Vermilion, Mantrap Lodge on Mantrap Lake, Holiday Inn
in Detroit Lakes, Sunset Beach Resort on West Battle
Lake and Pelican Hills RV Park on Pelican Lake as well
as fishing trips with renowned muskie guides, St. Croix
rods, Shimano reels,  custom rods from Gary Wick, H30
sunglasses,  entertainment packages, guns, and loads of
tackle, storage and other outdoor gear are part of the
prizes for this year. We will continue the themed raffle
tables format with each table valued at more than $1,000
each, plus cash raffles, games and a return of the “mys-
tery” raffle.

Bonus Packages with dinner reservation and raffle
tickets are available. The $150 platinum package includes
a dinner reservation and $190 of raffle tickets – a $225
value. Purchase a $100 gold package and get a dinner
reservation and $90 of raffle tickets – a $125 value.

Seating is limited to the first 200 who purchase
 tickets and they are going fast, so get your orders in as
soon as possible. The banquet facility requires us to  pre-
order food so reservations must be purchased prior to
the event. You may purchase your tickets several ways:
purchase on-line with a credit card or PayPal at our
chapter website www.twincitiesmuskiesinc.org; use the
order form on page 4 and mail in your reservations; or
you can print an order form from the website and mail in
your payment. Dinner reservations and will be available
for sale at the March chapter meeting.

The banquet committee needs volunteers to help at
the event. Volunteer to help man one of the many prize
tables. Please contact Joe Mellott, Troy Zuelzke or Jody
Dahms or email  banquet@twincitiesmuskiesinc.org.

Invite a friend. This is a fun night out whether a
 person is “into” muskie fishing or not. 
Banquet Regsitration Form on page 4

Sign Up New Members 
for Chance to Win 

S
ign up your muskie-fishing friends for membership
in the Twin Cities chapter. Any chapter member who
signs up a new member has a chance to win a St.

Croix rod or a Fenwick rod/Abu Garcia reel combo. Every
time you sign up a new member, your name will go into a
drawing for the prizes. Email Scott Crawford at
fat55incher@yahoo.com when you sign up another person
to get credit for the new member.

Chapter Members Only
Awards at March Meeting

P
laques will be presented at the upcoming
March meeting to chapter members who
placed in our chapter’s Members Only

Contest. Final standings for our chapter were  listed
in last month’s issue of On the Water. Also to be
 presented at at the meeting will be the Muskie Tale
for the best story – not about a big fish – that
 happened in 2010. Be sure to be there to hear some
some fish stories from the winners. 

Dave Rouse, winner of last year’s Muskie Tale Award, will
present the Muskie Tale to this year’s winner at the next
meeting. 
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V
olunteering your time at a
chapter event is one way to
get the most out of your mem-

bership. Whether you volunteer to
help people who don’t always get
the chance to get out and fish or
spend time helping at one of our
fundraisers, you will have an enjoy-
able time. The chapter has a
 number of upcoming events on the
 calendar that could use your time
and/or services. Voluntering for any
of these events is a one-time thing.
You don’t have to join the Board or
commit long-time to volunteer for a
specific event.

SPORTSMAN’S
BANQUET

The banquet is March 19. The
 banquet committee needs
 volunteers to help man one of the
many prize tables. Please contact
Joe Mellott, Troy Zuelzke or Jody
Dahms or email  banquet@twin
citiesmuskiesinc.org.

SPORTS SHOW/
MUSKIE EXPO

The chapter will have a booth at
both shows and will need volun-
teers to staff it. The Northwest
Sports Show is March 20-April 3
and the Expo is April 8-10. Sports
Show slots during the day are
 hardest to fill. Please contact 
Greg Ide at gregide@aol.com or
612-331-5034. Volunteers are also
needed at the Expo to help at the
George’s Tackle Box booth where
kids can make lures and take them
home. Contact Paul Hartman at
651-269-2144 if you can help at that
booth.

MINNESOTA
VETERAN’S HOME
FISHING OPENER

The annual “fishing opener” at the
Minne sota Veterans Home – com-
plete with a trout pond and “shore
lunch” served to all is tentatively

scheduled for May 7. Volunteers are
needed to help residents while they
fish as well as with the  cooking,
cleaning fish and generally making
this a fun event. Contact Troy
Zuelzke at 952-955-3890 or
tzuelzke@yahoo.com.

CAPABLE PARTNERS 

An outing is being planned on Lake
Minnetonka for Sunday, June 12. It
will be held in conjunction with a
Military Fishing Event sponsored
by Libby Hoene. Volunteers are
needed to take disabled anglers or
members of military families out
for a morning of fishing. Volunteers
are also needed to help cook and
serve the lunch at noon. Please
contat Paul Hartman at 651-269-
2144 or Libby Hoene at 763-755-
2482 or Tim Hoene at 763-370-3802
to volunteer. 

MILITARY FAMILY
FISHING DAY

The 3rd annual Military Family
Fishing Day co-sponsored by the
Twin Cities Chapter and Fishing for
Life will be on Friday, June 24, on
Lake Minnetonka. If you would be
willing to volunteer to take military
families out fishing that day, please
contact Tom Keith at
tomk@usiwireless.com We need at
least 20 volunteers to meet the
needs of the families. 

FRANK SCHNEIDER
TOURNAMENT

The tournament committee is seek-
ing a volunteer for the Frank
Schneider Memorial Tournament in
September to download photos of
fish caught from contestant’s cam-
eras. You can fish in the tourna-
ment, but must be available at the
feed at the Anchorage Inn in
Longville on Friday and Saturday
night to and greet attendees.
Contact Denise Olson, 612-866-5369
or olson@3pete.com.

Get the Most Out of Your MI
Membership – Volunteer!!

George’s
Minnesota Muskie
Expo Scheduled
for April 8-10

M
ake plans to attend George’s
Minnesota Muskie Expo  held
at Ganglehoff Center at

Concordia University,  conveniently
located just off I-94, between the
Minneapolis and St. Paul downtowns. 

The Expo was founded by George
Wahl,  inventor and manufacturer of
the Eagle Tail, and is in its 17th year.
The three-day event is dedicated to
muskies and muskie fishing – featur-
ing some of the world’s top muskie
anglers sharing secrets of success in
seminars, retailers offering great sale
prices, guides and resorts. 

The Expo is the place to connect
with the factory reps from  industry
giants with questions and sugges-
tions. The unique aspect of the Expo
is being able to buy direct from lure
manufacturers, getting low prices,
 custom  colors and the newest proto-
type baits. Again this year, if you
bring an Abu Garcia or Shimano reel,
company reps will be available to
help clean or repair one reel per
 person. 

There will be a large “Kids
Midway” area with games and prizes
for kids  sponsored by Fish-A-Thon. At
George’s Tackle Box kids will be able
to make their own lures and take
home $30 worth of baits.

All three days will  feature
 seminars by muskie pros Bob
Mehsikomer, Gregg Thomas, Luke
Ronnestrand, Tom Dietz, Steve
Heiting, John Hoyer, Bob Turgeon,
Steve Worall, Larry Dahlberg, Tom
Gelb and Bob Landreville.

The Expo is open from 2 to 9 pm
Friday, from 10 am to 7 pm on
Saturday, and on Sunday from 10 am
to 4 pm. 

Kids 12 and under are free, so
bring the whole family. Adult entry
for the Expo is $10, a three-day pass
is $17. 

Expo information can be found
online at: minnesotamuskieexpo.com.
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–––  this ’n that  –––

TC CHAPTER YOUTH PROJECT

All of us have bucktails, spinnerbaits, or buzzbaits that are not
 getting used. We also need to get more youth involved with musky
fishing and attending our MI meetings. Tom Keith proposed to the
Board of Directors to  combine the two issues. If  members would
bring in old lures to the meetings, he will either refurbish them or
take the usable components and rebuild them.  The plan is to give
one away to each child under the age of 18 at each meeting. That
might help encourage them to attend more meetings. If the
response is good from the Chapter, there might be enough to also
distribute them during our chapter sponsored Military Family Fishing
Day. If you have bucktail, flashabou, beads, blades, clevises, or
 bodies that you are not going to use, we could use them to expand
this program. Please bring  anything you would be willing to give to
the next chapter meeting you attend. If you want to get involved with
the making of the lures,   contact Tom Keith at
tomk@usiwireless.com. Thanks for your  support.

CUTTING EDGE MUSKY
INFORMATION
CUTTING EDGE MUSKY
INFORMATION

1-800-23-MUSKY
www.muskyhunter.com
1-800-23-MUSKY

www.muskyhunter.com

Always the latest
tactics, hot bites
and research. 

Subscribe to
Musky Hunter
Magazine

Just $21.95 for Six Big Issues

~2 Large Banquet
Buildings

~Full Catering & 
Bar

~Guesthouse
~300 Acres of 

Room
~4 Softball Fields
~An All-Rental 

Facility

PLEASE
CALL

1-877-
MOONJAM

LOCATED JUST EAST OF
HWY. 371 & 200 JUNCTION

WALKER, MN

715-547-3710
www.laxreproductions.com

5455 Hwy 45 • Conover, WI 54519

Let 'Em Grow, Let 'Em Go!

SABASKONG BAY LAKE OF THE WOODS
2011 Muskies Inc. Chapter Challunge Headquarters

Family owned and operated for 40+ years

AMERICAN PLAN • HOUSEKEEPING • CAMPING

The convenience of a drive-in camp with the
 privacy you would expect on an island.

1-888-488-5601
or 807-488-5601

www.redwinglodge.net

Over 
7,000

MuskiesReleased

Chapter Outings this Summer
PARADISE COVE, 
MINAKI, ONTARIO
July 16-23

We will again be headquartered at
Paradise Cove in Minaki, Ontario.
The resort offers: guide service, free
boat launch, free dock facilities, a
restaurant and lounge, and Hot Spot
depth maps. Check out the resort at
www.paradisecoveminaki.com. Eric
Bakke (bakke193@umn.edu, 612-
202-7169) can answer any questions
you may have or take your reserva-
tion. Lodging is $297.50 for the
week. A $50 deposit to Eric is
required. 16 out of 22 spots are spo-
ken for, so get your deposit in if you
would like to secure a spot. For Eric
the average trip cost including gas
and food over the last 4 years has
been about $600.

RED WING LODGE, 
LAKE OF THE WOODS
August 13-20

The Bartlett family at Red Wing
Lodge on beautiful Sabaskong Bay
has hosted Muskies Inc. outings for
years with personal and friendly
service. Their cabins and services

exhibit that they understand what
muskie people need and like.

Red Wing Lodge served as headquar-
ters for six Chapter Challunges and
has been chosen to host Chapter
Challunge again in 2011.

You’ll find floating docks, electrical
hookups at each dock, and a huge
generator in place for power out-
ages. Services available include:
license, unleaded gas, ice, tackle,
maps, ice cream.

Cost per person in housekeeping
cabins is $300 (US Funds) for 2011,
which breaks down to just $42.85
per day for Canadian muskie fishing.
The trip includes: daily bag of ice,
free dockage, free boat launch, free
 dinner one night  courtesy of the
Bartletts, one free trip given away in
a drawing and door prizes.

Reservations require a $50 non-
refundable deposit, made out to
‘North Metro Muskie Inc.’ Contact
John van Ingen (maxjo@mac.com,
651-699-5172) or Pat Miller 
(donnagmiller@comcast.net, 651-
429-1629) to make your reservation.
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Excellent muskie fishing and other species
AMERICAN AND HOUSEKEEPING PLANS

GROUP AND FAMILY RATES
PRIVATE BOATS WELCOME

75 MILES FROM INTERNATIONAL FALLS, MN

www.whitefishbaycamp.com
whitefishbaycamp@yahoo.com

CALVERT ISLAND –
IN THE HEART 
OF LAKE OF 
THE WOODS

TOLL FREE

1-877-226-1211

   EliteTECH Muskie Rods

From tip to butt, these rods were designed 

by a team of hardcore muskie fanatics 

with no barriers in mind. Using 

optimal blank construction and 

quality components, the 

Fenwick Engineers held      

nothing back to exceed 

all expectations.

Rod Features:

• Pac Bay DPL guides with SiC inserts

• Solid Carboloy Tip-Top

• TAC handle

• Fuji TCS reel seats

• Oversized hook keeper

TAC HANDLE – Technically Advanced 

Construction, a proprietary handle 

design that is more durable and 

‘tackier’ than traditional cork. 

Unlike conventional cork, the TAC 

Handle design gives you a solid grip 

when the handle becomes wet. 

Jensen Sondrall & Persellin, P.A.
Attorneys at Law

PRACTICING IN THE AREAS OF:

Bankruptcy • Wills, Trusts and Probate • Family Law and Divorce
Dispute Resolution and Mediation • Personal Injury

Workers Compensation • DUI – DWI Criminal Defense
Real Estate • Business Law

763-424-8811
JENSEN SONDRALL & PERSELLIN, P.A. • BROOKLYN PARK, MN

www.jspattorneys.com

FOR SALE – AKC Regis tered
Silver Labrador Retreivers.
Born December 16, 2010. All
vaccinations, wormer, and
kennel cough certificate up to
date. 18-month health guaran-
tee. 4 males, $1000 ea. Call
218-547-1241 evenings/week -
ends, 218-547-2522 days. 

TWIN CITIES SPORTSMAN’S
BANQUET RESERVATION ORDER

Name:  ______________________________________

Address: ____________________________________

____________________________________________

Phone: ______________________________________

Email: _______________________________________

Platinum Bonus Package QTY

$150 ($225 value) ___  $ __________
Includes dinner and $190 in raffle tickets

Gold Bonus Package 
$100 ($125 value) ___  $ __________
Includes dinner and $90 in raffle tickets

Dinner Reservation Only ($35 ea.) ___  $ __________

I cannot attend but would like 
to make a donation   $ __________

Total  $ __________

DINNER, RAFFLE TICKETS OR PACKAGES WILL NOT BE 

MAILED AND CAN BE PICKED UP AT THE DOOR.

MAIL COMPLETED FORM WITH CHECK PAYABLE TO MUSKIES INC. TO:

Joe Mellott, 14927 Utah Place, Savage, MN 55378

Place a classified ad in On the Water. Classified ads may be  submitted by  Twin
Cities Chapter members. Charges are $5.00 per month per ad. Send ad
 information and check made out to Muskies, Inc. by the  15th of each month for
insertion into the  following month’s  publication to: Graphic Works, 7125 17th
Avenue South, Richfield, MN 55423.
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tc chapter
contacts

OFFICERS

President

Troy Zuelzke
952-955-3890

First Vice President

Eric Bakke
612-202-7169

Second Vice President

Shawn Kellett 
952-380-1218

Treasurer

Dianne Dahl
651-699-9817

Secretary

Tom Keith
612-925-1109

Regional Vice President

Eric Schultz
651-917-8272

Members Only Contest

Eric Bakke
612-202-7169

Tournament Director

Denise Olson
612-866-4730

Webmaster

Mike McGrath
612-743-9188

BOARD MEMBERS 

AT LARGE

Brad Coyne
763-412-6697

Scott Crawford
952-933-6670

Jody Dahms
952-997-6148

Jim Doyle
952-920-9818

Terry Hanson
612-221-1818

Greg Ide
612-331-5034

Peter Janik
952-649-9576

Doug Malsom
612-759-3407

Stu McIntosh
651-699-9817

Jim Kroupa 
952-474-5967

Joe Mellott
952-226-4880

John Newman
651-699-8676

Jeff Redig
651-402-5994

www.twincitiesmuskiesinc.org

On the Water is  published

monthly for members of the

Twin Cities Chapter of 

Muskies Inc.

Copy deadline: 15th of each

month

Contact: Graphic Works 

612-866-4730 • olson@3pete.com

1985 GENEVA (CENTURY) AVE. N.
OAKDALE, MN 55128

651-777-2421

Serving the Musky Community Since 1981

10% OFF
TO MUSKIES INC. MEMBERS

HOME OF THE STATE RECORD TIGER MUSKY

Staffed with knowledgeable personnel
who are passionate about fishing

PREMIER FISHING GUIDE SERVICES
FOR THE METRO AREA

Josh Stevenson

Dick “Minnesota Griz” Grzywinski 

THE NORTH IS CALLING

WALKER, MN
877.544.4879

www.northernlightscasino.com

Over 950 Slots • Poker Room • Blackjack • North Star Buffet • Little Star Snack Bar
Dancing Fire Restaurant • 105 Luxury Hotel Rooms • Pool, Whirlpools & Sauna

Dancing Sky Gift Shop • Event Center with Full-Service Menu

Proudly Owned and Operated by the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe



Return Service Requested

next
meeting
FEBRUARY 8

CHAPTER MEMBERS 
ONLY AWARDS

SPEAKER: 
BOB STRAND

Bob can be referred to as the “Father of

the Minnesota Muskie Program”. He is

a former Regional head of the MNDNR

who designed the program. Bob was

the first person to study muskies with

radio-telemetry, finding the now

known spawning sites on Leech Lake.

Appearing in the Muskies Inc. video

“Managing Minnesota’s Trophys”, Bob

is no stranger to the politicization of

the muskie, and we appreciate his

voice of experience and reason.

Muskies Inc. Twin Cities Chapter General Meetings
are held at 7:00 pm the  second Tuesday of every
month at the Knights of Columbus Hall, 1114
American Boulevard West, Bloomington, MN (just
off I-494 & Lyndale Ave.).

Thank Our
Sponsors
A big thank you to all the
man ufacturers, retailers and
resorts that have helped the
Twin Cities chapter in the
past year by  donating
 merchandise and trips used
for incentives and prizes for
our fund raising events as
well as the prizes for the
Banquet and the welcome
table at each meeting.

Please make an effort to
 support our sponsors so
they have an  incentive to
keep on  supporting us.
Without them this chapter
could not do what it does
for the resource and its
members.

If you’re looking for a new
bait, remember that manu-
facturers of some of the
most  productive baits ever
designed are among our
sponsors. And remember to
buy them from sponsoring
 retailers. If you’re looking for
a muskie trip, keep the
sponsoring resorts in mind. 

Abu Garcia

Advance Corporation

Advon Incorporated

Amason’s Obabikon Resort

Anchorage Inn

Andersons Horseshoe Bay
Lodge 

Julie Anderson/Marlene
Wahl

Battle the Beast Guide
Service - Gregg Thomas

Bernick’s Beverage

Birch Villa Resort

Blue Ribbon Bait & Tackle

Bluewater Lodge

Bluewater Outdoors

Bob Benson’s Guide
Service

Break On The Lake Resort

Brett Waldera’s Guide
Service

Cabela’s

Carbone’s Pizza

Chaos Tackle

Mark Christiansen Guide
Service

Kevin Cochran’s Musky
Guide Service

Dockside Marine & SnoPro

Enduro Fishing Guide
Service – Paul Schlagel

Eskimo

Fenwick

The Fly Angler

Frankies Live Bait & Marine

Gander Mountain

Dave Gustafson

H3O Sunglasses

Highbanks Resort

Hilton Minneapolis

Holcombe Tackle

H.O.T. Lure Company

Huddle’s Resort

In Step Media

Joe’s Sporting Goods 

Just Big Muskies

KB101

Lakemaster

LAX Reproductions

Leech Lake Gaming
Division

Lee Lures

Marcum

Mighty Muskie Guide
Service – Josh
Stevenson

Minnesota Twins

Minnesota Valley Country
Club

Moondance Events

Murphy Guide Service

Muskie Mafia Tackle LLC

Musky Hunter Magazine

Musky Innovations LLC

Musky Madness Guide
Service – Kris Astorp

Musky Mayhem Tackle

Musky Mercenary Guide
Service – Matt Seifert 

Musky Stalker Guide
Service – Dave
Williamson

Musky Treat Baits

Northern Lights Casino

Northland Tackle

One Stop 

Pehrson’s Resort 

Pine Beach Resort

Phantom Lures

Pro Musky Guide Service –
Josh Borovsky

Rapala

Red Wing Lodge - Lake of
the Woods

Reed’s Family Outdoor

Outfitters

Retreat Lodge

Sah-Kah-Tay Resort

Shack Attack Lures

Bill Sherck

Shimano

‘Skie Patrol Guide Service -

John Hoyer

Sportsman’s Connection

Spring Bay Resort and

Guide Service 

St. Croix

Tackle Industries

Thorne Bros

Trappers Landing Lodge

Trophy Hunter Accessories

- Glittertail Muskie Lures

Bob Turgeon’s Guide

Service

True Glide

Brian Truax Guide Service

Vermilion Dam Lodge

Paul Villnow

Wades Custom Tackle

Walker Wireless

Whitefish Bay Camp

MUSKIES INC.
7125 17th Avenue South
Richfield, MN 55423


