
Autobiographies 
Apogee Communication Arts 6/Proehl 

“Why I Am A Writer” 
Assignment Sheet 

 
Name: ______________________________   Hour: ______   Date: ____________________ 
 

1. Read “Why I Am a Writer” in your Autobiographies text, pp. 41 and 42. 
2. Read a few (3-4) entries from the Literacy Vignettes or Personal Literacy Statements that have 

been copied for you. 
3. Record your feelings on the Response to Writers’ Essays Chart (blue) that I’ve handed out 

for you.  Add Pat Mora’s piece (“Why I Am a Writer”) and record your response on the chart as 
well. 

4. Share your charts in small groups. 
5. Complete the following Reader’s Response Journal prompt in your Writer’s Notebooks: 
 

What have been the most important influences on your reading and writing? 
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Name: ______________________________   Hour: ______   Date: ____________________ 
 

6. Read “Why I Am a Writer” in your Autobiographies text, pp. 41 and 42. 
7. Read a few (3-4) entries from the Literacy Vignettes or Personal Literacy Statements that have 

been copied for you. 
8. Record your feelings on the Response to Writers’ Essays Chart (blue) that I’ve handed out 

for you.  Add Pat Mora’s piece (“Why I Am a Writer”) and record your response on the chart as 
well. 

9. Share your charts in small groups. 
10. Complete the following Reader’s Response Journal prompt in your Writer’s Notebooks: 
 

What have been the most important influences on your reading and writing? 
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Name: ______________________________   Hour: ______   Date: ____________________ 
 

11. Read “Why I Am a Writer” in your Autobiographies text, pp. 41 and 42. 
12. Read a few (3-4) entries from the Literacy Vignettes or Personal Literacy Statements that have 

been copied for you. 
13. Record your feelings on the Response to Writers’ Essays Chart (blue) that I’ve handed out 

for you.  Add Pat Mora’s piece (“Why I Am a Writer”) and record your response on the chart as 
well. 

14. Share your charts in small groups. 
15. Complete the following Reader’s Response Journal prompt in your Writer’s Notebooks: 
 

What have been the most important influences on your reading and writing? 


