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ast Fe b ru a ry, Friends of The Kinsey

Institute celebrated the opening of the

" Sex and Humor" exhibition at the In d i a n a

Un i versity School of Fine Arts Ga l l e ry. 

The event also marked the publication of 

a companion volume published by In d i a n a

Un i versity Pre s s .
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on feminist humor until the donation of some

1970s comics by women artists, an unexpected

gift made when the donor heard about the

upcoming show.

Some of the most fascinating objects are thre e -

dimensional, from elegantly simple carvings to

fine porcelains. "High" art or mass-pro d u c e d ,

many are innocuous when viewed from one

angle, naughty from another.

Popular fascination with the Kinsey Re p o rts 

in the 1940s and '50s generated quite a bit of

humor, including a (staged) photograph of a baby

intently studying a copy of Sexual Behavior in the

Human Ma l e.

The exhibit’s companion volume, Sex and Hu m o r,

is meant "to inspire discussion about the nature

of humor and its relationship to human sexual

behavior and expression," according to Catherine

Johnson. Edited by Johnson, John Ba n c roft, and

IU So FA Ga l l e ry Di rector Betsy Stirratt, the book

includes a catalog of 42 duotone plates, and

scholarly essays by Ba n c roft (on sex and humor),

Frank A. Hoffmann (on the randy comic

pamphlets known as "8-pagers"), Leonore Ti e f e r

(on feminist humor), and Mikita Brottman (on

d i rty-joke collector Gershon Legman). 

Sex and Humor: Selections from The Kinsey

Institute is available from Indiana Un i versity Pre s s

( i u p ress.indiana.edu). View selections from the exhibi-

tion at www. k i n s e y i n s t i t u t e . o r g / s e rv i c e s / e ve n t s . h t m l .

Above: Carol

McCord and

Douglas McCord

get a kick out of "The

Whimsey Report" at the

opening reception and

preview for Friends of The

Kinsey Institute. At right:

Curator Catherine Johnson. 

Top left: Woman and Phallus

in 18th-century costume

(20th century); etching by

an anonymous French artist.

Top right: Baby "reading"

Sexual Behavior in the

Human Male (1948); gelatin

silver print by an anonymous

U.S. photographer.

L

s e x & h u m o r
To choose items for the exhibition, Di rector Jo h n

Ba n c roft and Curator Catherine Johnson we n t

t h rough reams of pictures, posters, cards, comics,

magazines, and books; they perused etchings,

drawings, engravings, prints, and dozens of

q u i rky objects. Fi n a l l y, they decided on some 200

items f rom the In s t i t u t e ' s vast collection. T h e re

was plenty of laughter at the art opening—

p roving that they had chosen well, and s u p p o rt i n g

Ba n c roft's observa t i o n that "there is something

essentially absurd and funny" about human

s e x u a l i t y.

How is sex funny? Let us count the ways. T h e re

is the human act of sex, represented variously as

a gymnastic near-impossibility ("How do they 

d o that?"), or a ho-hum alternative to reading a

good book. And then there is the human body.

For centuries, nakedness and human genitalia

h a ve always seemed to be good for a laugh—the

phallus in part i c u l a r.

What Johnson wryly refers to as "penile art "

includes a parade of anthropomorphized m a l e

members: there's the jaunty hiker, for instance, or

the we l l - d ressed 18th-century bonvivant. Artists

h a ve also been imaginative in depicting the phallus

as all manner of useful objects: a plow, a ship's

mast, a cannon, a flagpole, or even a fishing ro d .

Judy Chicago's whimsical "Bu t t e rfly Va g i n a

Erotica" is one of the exhibit's few contributions

by women. "Sex and Humor" was, in fact, short
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The mission of The Kinsey Institute is

to promote interdisciplinary research

and scholarship in the fields of human

sexuality, gender, and reproduction.

The Institute was founded in 1947 by

renowned sex researcher Alfred Kinsey.

Today, the Institute has two

components, an Indiana University

research institute and a not-for-profit

corporation, which owns and manages

the Institute’s research data and

archives, collections, and databases.

isit PBS's Frontline website, and yo u

can point-and-click your way to a

s u rvey by Kinsey Institute Associate Scientist

Erick Janssen. For its program "American

Porn," Frontline asked Janssen to write a

web column on porn use, and he agre e d —

as long as he could also include a Kinsey-

s p o n s o red surve y. The survey was posted in

Fe b ru a ry; in one month, more than 9,400

people completed it. "It was a playful

p roject," says Janssen, but the rapid vo l u m e

of responses illustrates the value of the

Internet to the sex re s e a rc h e r.

Not surprisingly, e-mail can be at the

h e a rt of successful data-gathering. Associate

Di rector Stephanie Sanders describes the

" s n ow-balling sample," a large sample of

respondents built by "e-word" of mouth.

Janssen concurs that the Internet "makes it

possible to target specific populations that

would otherwise be hard to find locally in

adequate numbers." Sanders is designing an

on-line survey that will look at sexual we l l -

being and related factors for women, and her

first target audience will be lesbian women.

Gays and lesbians often go on-line to cre a t e

" v i rtual communities," a phenomenon that

Sanders describes as "one of the real stre n g t h s

of the Internet in sex re s e a rch. Someone in a

small town may not be 'out,' but on-line,

Director’s Column
By Dr. John Bancroft

KinseyToday

hings are going well here

at The Kinsey In s t i t u t e .

We have a thriving re s e a rc h

p rogram, breaking exciting new

g round; a graduate education

p rogram which is going fro m

s t rength to strength; an

e xcellent Information Se rv i c e ,

much in demand; our unique

l i b r a ry and collections, which

a re increasingly accessible for users from round the

world; and an increasingly positive public profile. 

In 2003 we celebrate the 50th annive r s a ry of Se x u a l

Behavior in the Human Female, with a program of

events focusing on women's sexualities. Our mission 

is clear; providing international leadership in the

interdisciplinary study of human sexuality, gender,

and reproduction. We are uniquely placed for that

role. But to fulfill that mission we must grow. To grow

we must generate funding.

I am often asked how The Kinsey Institute is

funded. The answer is from a variety of sourc e s ,

although at present our main "base budget," which

c overs most of our staff salaries and the physical

facilities, comes from the unive r s i t y. We cannot use

u n i versity money, howe ve r, for any acquisitions for

our library or collections. For that purpose we mainly

rely on roy a l t i e s, which allows a modest acquisitions

budget. Over the past seven years we have had a series

of grants from the Fo rd Foundation, and additional

grants from the Rockefeller Foundation and the W. T.

Grant Foundation, which have been invaluable during

this crucial phase of the Institute's development. Ou r

re s e a rch has been supported by grants from the Na t i o n a l

Institute of Mental Health (NIMH) and the Lilly ICOS

L LC, and our graduate training by a grant from NIMH.

I am optimistic that with our successful re s e a rc h

p rogram we will continue to attract federal funding 

in the future. Howe ve r, that will not be sufficient for

p roper growth of the Institute. We cannot expect any

i n c rease in our funding from Indiana Un i ve r s i t y, and

we must raise funds in other ways. In this new s l e t t e r,

we read about the new Herman B Wells En d ow m e n t

Fund for the Kinsey Institute Library, made possible

by a generous gift from Don Mc Masters. Ou r

d e velopment dire c t o r, Nancy Lethem, is working with

other donors and potential donors to establish a general

e n d owment fund, which would eventually make T h e

Kinsey Institute financially secure from the vagaries 

of state and federal funding. This next crucial phase is

going to depend on the support of private foundations

and individuals like Don Mc Masters and you. Pl e a s e

join us in our mission. To g e t h e r, we can re a l i ze the

considerable potential of this unique and internation-

ally important place, The Kinsey In s t i t u t e .

To find out how you can help The Kinsey Institute, contact

Nancy Lethem.

❷
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she's connected to a lesbian

c o m m u n i t y." And such

g roups get the word out

via e-mail. Add in the ease

and re l a t i ve anonymity of

the on-line surve y, and the

data returns can be tre m e n d o u s .

Methods of conducting face-to-face,

phone, and Internet surveys may differ, but

Sanders and Janssen agree that data obtained

by way of the Internet can be useful in 

s a m p l i n g

p o p u l a t i o n s

that are

difficult to

reach. And

there are

simple ways

to track

re s p o n s e s :

for example, assigning user ID codes, or

linking to particular survey URLs from sites

f requented by specific populations. 

Not surprisingly, Internet use is itself a

f e rtile area for re s e a rch. Janssen and Institute 

Di rector John Ba n c roft are preparing for a

p roject that will examine how people use the

Internet for sexual purposes, such as finding

images, using chat rooms for "cybersex," and

meeting on-line to arrange for off-line sex.

So-called "Internet addiction" is another are a

of inquiry.

The possibilities are as vast as the 

web itself. To see how Kinsey In s t i t u t e

re s e a rchers are using the Internet, visit

w w w. k i n s e y i n s t i t u t e . o r g / re s e a rc h; Er i c k

Janssen's Frontline column and survey can

be found at w w w. p b s . o r g / w g b h / p a g e s /

f ro n t l i n e / s h ow s / p o rn.

ou could say that The Kinsey Institute's first hero was Herman B Wells: his staunch

belief in the value of Alfred Kinsey's work made the Institute itself a re a l i t y. T h e

Kinsey Institute is delighted to announce that Don Mc Masters has

initiated an endowment that will both honor the memory of

Chancellor Herman B Wells and help secure the future of the

Institute's library collections. 

A re t i red IU staff member, Don has spent many volunteer hours

in the Kinsey collections, as well as serving on the De ve l o p m e n t

Committee for the Friends of The Kinsey Institute. Says Library

Head Liana Zhou, "He is keenly aware that for the collections to

s u rv i ve and pro s p e r, we must have a solid financial foundation." It

was Wells' influence that inspired Don to establish the endow m e n t .

" I ' ve known and admired Dr. Wells since the late 1950s," Don says. 

" He had a ve ry strong interest in both the operation of The Kinsey Institute and in the 

IU library system in general."

Income from the endowment will be used for the Institute library’s acquisitions,

p re s e rvation, and special cataloguing projects. It will also support the day-to-day tasks that

p rovide services to re s e a rchers and scholars from around the world.

Your donation to the Herman B Wells En d owment Fund for the Kinsey In s t i t u t e

L i b r a ry will build on Don Mc Masters' generous gift—and help sustain unique re s o u rc e s

that are vital to re s e a rch and scholarship in human sexuality, gender, and re p roduction. 

For information, contact Nancy Lethem, Di rector of De velopment: nlethem@indiana.edu,

or 812-855-7686.

May 2002

❸

Herman B Wells Endowment Fund 
for the Kinsey Institute Library

Y

(L-R) Librarian Liana Zhou,

Director John Bancroft,

endowment founder Don

McMasters, and Bill Yarber,

President of the Friends 

of The Kinsey Institute.

The possibilities are 
as vast as the Web itself.
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Women's Sexualities: 
Pe rs p e c t i ves and Po r t ra ya l s
In Honor of Kinsey's S exual Behavior in the Human Fe m a l e, 1953

n 2003 we celebrate the 50th annive r s a ry

of the publication of Kinsey's Se x u a l

Behavior in the Human Fe m a l e. T h ro u g h o u t

the ye a r, the Institute—along with other

d e p a rtments and organizations in and

a round Indiana Un i versity—will pre s e n t

e vents that address women's dive r s e

sexualities and their relation to gender and

re p roduction. The schedule includes

• an art exhibition, featuring invited artists 
and selections from Institute collections

• public radio and television foru m s

• a panel discussion of current re s e a rch in 
female sexuality

• a forum on academic freedom, sponsored 
by the American Association of Un i versity 
Pro f e s s o r s

• a film festiva l

• a lecture series, including speakers on 
women's health and sexuality, arts, science, 
and history

• a national conference, 
" Women's Sexualities: 
Historical and 
In t e rd i s c i p l i n a ry 
Pe r s p e c t i ve s "

Events begin in Fe b ru a ry 

2003 and continue

t h roughout the ye a r.

Look for a full schedule

in our fall new s l e t t e r, 

or keep up to date 

with the planning

committee on our we b s i t e :

w w w. k i n s e y i n s t i t u t e . o r g / s e rv i c e s / 2 0 0 3. 

To participate in planning, contact 

Dara Ec k a rt (deckart @ i n d i a n a . e d u ) .

Two women seated on a bed;

20th-century etching by U.S.

artist Clara Tice (1888-1973);

donated in 1950.

I



Eventsu p
coming

Sexual Minority
Youth Conference
July 19-21
S exual Minority Youth in the Heartland

will train a wide array of prof e s s io nals to

serve the needs of young people who are

s t r u g g l i ng with issues of ge nder ide nt i t y

a nd sex ual orie nt a t ion. The pro g ram is

s p o ns o red by IU's of f ice of Gay, Lesbia n ,

B i s ex ual, Tra ns ge nder Stude nt Support

S e r v ic e s. GLBT Coord i nator Doug Bauder

s a y s, "We get calls every week from teens

a nd from prof e s s io nals seeking support

for their clie nt s. This confere nce will he l p

us create mo re safe spaces and inc re a s e

t he number of tra i ne d, clearly ide nt i f ia b l e

support prof e s s io nals in Midw e s t e r n

c o m mu n i t ie s." 

K i nsey Institute As s o c iate Dire c t o r

Stephanie Sanders will lead a worksho p

on the o r ies of sex ual orie nt a t ion, and

s ex ual health clinic the rapist C a ro l

M c C o rd will pre s e nt on de v e l o p me nt a l

p s y c hology of GLBT youth. The confere nc e

also features tours of The Kinsey Ins t i t u t e

a nd a ke y note address by fo r mer U.S.

S u rgeon Gene ral D r. Joycelyn Elders.

R e g i s t ra t ion is ongo i ng. To obtain mo re

i n fo r ma t ion, visit www. i u b. e du / ~ g l b t y o u ,

or call (812) 855-4252.

Summer Institute 
2002
The Kinsey Institute's second Summer

Graduate Research Institute in Human

Sexuality will be held June 9-16. The

focus is "Int e r v e nt io ns for Hig h - R i s k

S ex ual Behavior: Design, Impleme nt a t io n ,

and Evaluation." Twenty-five graduate

s t ude nts from seven count r ies will study

with int e r na t io nal leaders in the field of

s ex re s e a rch. For mo re info r ma t ion, visit

w w w. k i n s ey i n s t i t u t e. o rg / g ra d u a t e.

S exuality Research Fe l l ows
P ro g ram Retre a t

T he Social Science Research Council

hosted a week-long scholars' re t reat this

s p r i ng for post-do c t o rate fellows of the

S exuality Research Fe l l ows Pro g ra m.

Pa r t ic i p a nts used the rich library and

a rchival collectio ns for re s e a rch on a wide

ra nge of topics: the history of sex uality in

2 0 t h - c e ntury Germa ny; the birth cont ro l

mo v e me nt in 1920s Virg i n ia; prisone r

c o r re s p o nde nce; Kinsey corre s p o nde nc e

with re no w ned Ame r ican visual artists;

ge nde r, sex ua l i t y, and aging; the

c o r re s p o nde nce of Harry Benjamin and

t ra ns ge nder sex uality; the Arden Ho u s e

1955 Me e t i ng on Abortion attended by

Mary Calde ro ne, Alfred Kins e y, and Alan

G u t t ma c her; and secondary analysis of 

t he Kinsey int e r v iew data re g a rd i ng

ho mo s ex ual behavio r.  

V i s i t i ng scholars inc l uded L a u ra

C a r p e n t e r ( Jo h ns Ho p k i ns School of

P u b l ic Health), Diane di Mauro ( S S R C ) ,

Dagmar Herzog ( M ic h igan State), 

Pippa Hollowa y ( M iddle Te n nessee State),

Jonathan Ka t z (SUNY Stony b rook), D a v i d

L i n t o n ( Ma r y mo u nt Manhattan College ) ,

Joanne Meye row i t z (IU), Susan Stryke r

( G L BT Historical Society), and D a v i d

Whittier ( C o l u m b ia). 

As one partic i p a nt said, "It was the sing l e

most re w a rd i ng and invaluable re s e a rc h

week that I've ever had, much aided by

t he Kinsey staff, who were ex t re me l y

he l pful and frie nd l y." Pro g ram dire c t o r

D ia ne di Ma u ro hopes to organize future

re t reats at The Kinsey Ins t i t u t e.

EventsR e c e n t

Find It on the We b

For re c e nt re s e a rch public a t io ns and Ins t i t u t e

news and event s, visit "What's New" at

w w w. k i n s ey i n s t i t u t e. o rg / a b o u t / n ew. h t m l.

D i rector John Banc roft outlines his view of

ge nder equality in "If I could cho o s e, what

k i nd of sex ual world would this be?" at

w w w. k i n s ey i n s t i t u t e. o rg / a b o u t / i f - I - c o u l d -

c h o o s e. h t m l.



T H E N E X T G E N E R AT I O N of scholars in human sexuality is represented 

by a group of exceptional graduate students affiliated with The Kinsey

Institute. They work with Kinsey staff and faculty, they conduct their 

own research using Institute resources, and a number have received 

Friends graduate awards.

Lori Carnes is the Institute's first

doctoral student. As an undergraduate,

Lori was an honors intern with

Stephanie Sanders. When she stayed at

IU to pursue a doctorate in psychology,

she applied for the Kinsey's graduate

assistantship. Currently Lori analyzes

data from thousands of responses to

questionnaires on high-risk sexual

behavior, working closely with Director

John Bancroft and Associate Scientist

Erick Janssen. She also worked with

researchers on the Institute's recent analysis of the links between mood 

and sexuality. Director of Graduate Training Cynthia Graham says, "It's 

a great benefit for her and for us, to be on-site with the support of the

researchers, her primary mentors." For Lori, whose own research focuses

on the relationship between mood and sexuality, "The Kinsey Institute is

an amazing place. I get to work with some of the most brilliant people in

the world, and I get hands-on experience with research. If I'm going to do

research in human sexuality, there's no other place to be."

Emily Nagoski wanted 

to combine her interest in

counseling with sex therapy

and education, so she

enrolled in the Institute's 

Sex Therapy Practicum. To

round out her experience, she

joined The Kinsey Institute

Sexuality Information Service

for Students (KISISS) team,

and has been helping students with sexual issues for the past two years at

www.indiana.edu/~kisiss. Jennifer Bass, Head of Information Services,

values Emily's contributions: "Emily is passionate about educating students

about sexuality, relationships, and health, and combines great conversa-

tional style with research-based information. She's helped KISISS open 

up to the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender student population with 

a special feature of our site, the '10 percent space,' and developed informa-

tional pages on anatomy and health." Emily graduates this summer with

an MS in Counseling. "Working with KISISS has been instrumental in

defining my professional interests and skills," she says. "The combination

of the practicum and KISISS has been my most valuable educational

experience here at Indiana University."

T H E S E S T U D E N T S are also conducting graduate

research at The Kinsey Institute:

Deanna Carpenter (Psychology)

• The Dual Control Model: Gender and Sexual 

Problems

Brian M. Dodge (Applied Health Science)

• Condom use problems among male university 

students in the U.S. and the Netherlands

• Men's public sex behaviors on college campuses

• Sexual compulsivity among college students

Jeni Loftus (Sociology)

• Sexual well-being of women in heterosexual 

relationships

Nicole Merritt (Psychology)

• The effects of alcohol on sexual arousal and sexual 

risk taking 

• The desire construct and asexuality

Robin Milhausen (Applied Health Science)

• Women's sexual inhibition and excitation

• Adolescent sexuality and sexual risk behaviors

• The sexual double standard

Brian Mustanski (Psychology)

• Genetic and environmental influences on sexual 

inhibition and sexual excitation

• Sex and the internet

G raduate Students at The Kinsey Institute

Front row: Jeni Loftus; Robin Milhausen

Back row: Nicole Merritt; Brian Mustanski; 

Emily Nagoski; Deanna Carpenter
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E M A I L

Each f r i e n d of The Kinsey Institute ma kes a differe nc e
In appre c ia t ion of the cont i nued support of our frie nd s, we ackno w l e dge 
t he members of The Frie nds of The Kinsey Ins t i t u t e.

Join
friends

Kinsey
Institute

the

of the

Ye s, I would like to become a
F r ie nd of The Kinsey Ins t i t u t e. I am
e nc l o s i ng my annual gift for the
fiscal year of July 1 through June 30.

PLEASE RETURN YOUR DONAT ION TO :

Friends of The Kinsey Institute
Morrison Hall 313 
Indiana University
Bloomington, IN  47405

Please   ❍ D O ❍ DO NOT i nc l ude my na me in
a ny public list of me m b e r s.

Please ma ke checks payable to:
Friends of The Kinsey Institute/IU Foundation

Annual Individual Members h i p

❍ S t ude nt $ 2 5

❍ D o no r $ 5 0

❍ C o nt r i b u t o r $ 1 0 0

❍ S p o ns o r $ 2 5 0

❍ Pa t ro n $ 5 0 0

❍ B e ne fa c t o r $ 1 , 0 0 0

❍ O t her _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Visa and Ma s t e r C a rd accepted

❍ Visa   ❍ Ma s t e r C a rd

CARD #

E X P. DAT E

S IG N AT U R E

Jeff Alberts and Carol Ho l t o n
L i nda P. Alperstein
D r. Robert and Lee Alvare z
E r ic Applegate, M.S.
K. Edwin and Betty Applegate
John D. Au l d
Robert Bahr
Kathleen L. Baldwin, M.S.W.
John H. Banc roft, M.D.
M ichael Ha m b u rger and Jennifer Bass
M ichael Baum and Cathe r i ne E. Sno w
Ruth A. Beasley
C a ro l i ne Beebe
F ra ncis Bennio n
D o n na Berne r t
We ndy Berns t e i n
Elizabeth Birc h
F re de r ick A. Bischoff, Ph.D.
John M. Bland fo rd
C o nsuelo A. Bonillas
Mo n ica Boyd
D ia ne Bra s he a r, Ph.D.
Kathryn S. Bro w n
Ja ne F. Brown, M.A.
A n ne K. Call
D a n iel H. Cannon, M.D.
Lori Carne s
R ic h a rd Cleme ns
Ja i me Cohe n
Wa y ne O. Cra ig
Mark Dalton
M ichael DeNu n z io
Ho w a rd A. Devore, Ph.D.
D ia ne di Ma u ro, Ph.D.
Jack Doskow and Jean Pe r s o n
D a v id and Marilyn Ebbing ho u s e
Robert A. and Va l da J. Embre e
H. Gordon Feathe r s t o naugh, Ph.D.
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