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The Junction 

Love, Dream, Believe 

 Finally, Spring has sprung!  
So glad that this winter is over.  
I am most certainly not a snow/
cold weather person!!  Now, I 
am anxiously awaiting the 
arrival of the spring flowers, 
green grass, long days and the 
songs of baby birds. 

 March exams have been 
completed.  I wish all of the 
exam takers the best of luck 
with their results.  I applaud 
you for taking the giant step 
forward and working towards 
a c h i e v i n g  w h i c h  e v e r 
certification you have chosen, 
ALP, PLS, or PP.  You should be 
very proud of yourself, 
regardless of the exam outcome.  
You have been working 
towards bettering yourself for 
your career and that is already a 
winning situation for you and 
your employer.  For TALS 
members in good standing, if 
you have passed a certification 
exam in September 2013 or  
March 2014, please submit a 
check request to me for 
reimbursement of your exam 
fee.   

 For those of you that 
attended the NALS Leadership 
Conference in Tulsa in 
February/March, I hope you 
had a wonderful time.  Be sure 

to share your experience with 
your local chapter members.  I 
have been hearing the buzz 
about an "app" being 

introduced in the near future.   

 Congratulations to Tina 
Boone for being installed as a 
NALS Board Member!  Each 
and every TALS member 
should be beaming with pride 
over the fact that one of our 
Tennessee girls is on the 
leadership team this year.  
Please join me in giving Tina 
and our newly installed NALS 
officers your support and 
encouragement as they move 
NALS forward in a new and 
exciting direction. 

 Our annual meeting will be 
in Nashville on May 17th   
Please make your reservations 
early so the Nashville Chapter 
will have plenty of time to 

prepare for all attendees.  Those 
of you seeking to be elected to 
the EC this year should make 
plans to be at the President's 
Reception on Friday evening.  
Come prepared to greet your 
fellow TALS members and let 
them know why you believe 
you are the best candidate for 
the position.   Saturday's 
activities will include a mini-
seminar in the morning 
followed by our annual meeting 
and elections.  The installation 
and banquet aboard the General 
Jackson will be in the evening.  
Pack your party boots because it 
sounds like we are all in for a 
wonderful evening. 

  NALS Annual Education 
Conference and National Forum 
which was held in Houston, 
Texas this year.  We had 16 
ladies from Tennessee present 
in Atlanta last year.  Let's see if 
we can outdo that number in 
Houston.  What a great 
opportunity not only to network 
and obtain CLEs, but also to let 
loose and have a little fun with 
members from across the 
nation. 

 Let me again encourage you, 
if you are an inactive member of 
TALS, become active again.  
Reignite the love for your 
profession that brought you to 
TALS in the first place.  
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Reconnect with your friends.  If 
you are active in TALS, reach out 
to one of those inactive members 
or to a new person and share 
your dream, invite them to join 
us on our journey.  I continue to 
challenge you to "love, dream, 
believe" - love your profession, 
dream of how you may grow in 
it, and believe that you make a 
difference.  Also, please 
remember that if you recruit 5 
members in one year, NALS will 
waive your membership renewal 
fees when they become due. 

 I would like to thank each and 
every one of you for making my 
year as president one that I will 
not forget for a very long time.  I 
have truly enjoyed my year at the 
helm of such a wonderful and 
supportive group of ladies.  I 

pray that each and every one of 
you has a very happy and 
prosperous year and that your 
dreams do come true.    I know 
that Mary Pewitt will be a 
wonderful leader this coming 
year and look forward to 
serving on the EC with her.  
Give her your support and 
continue to shower her with our 
southern hospitality as she leads 
us into the next year.   

 See you in Nashville! 

Best Wishes! 

Your sister in law, 

Theresa Estopare, PP, PLS, SC-
Litigation/Civil Law 
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Vision Statement 

TALS – Legal Professionals of 

Tennessee is one part of a tri- 

level association committed to the 

ideas  of  fur ther ing  the 

educational, informative and 

professional ideals of legal 

p r o f e s s i o n a l s  i n c l u d i n g 

paralegals, secretaries and 

support staff. TALS’ main vision 

is to be an important part of the 

legal community in order to 

advance the legal profession. To 

accomplish this goal: 

TALS will offer educational 

seminars and training to its 

members and to others who are 

interested in growing in 

knowledge and advancing 

careers. 

TALS will offer certifications 

(ALP, PLS and PP) to help its 

members and others who are 

interested in studying to 

accomplish these goals. 

TALS will network with 

chapters in other cities and 

states to assist others with 

information necessary to 

accomplish their work. 

TALS will be committed to the 

Code of Ethics and high 

professional standards to 

make the legal profession 

honorable. 

TALS will be active on the 

local, state and national levels 

to the best of its ability to 

make the organization well 

known and proud to be part of 

the legal community. 
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Mission Statement 

TALS -- Legal Professionals of 

Tennessee is dedicated to: 

 Carrying on a program for 

t h e  f u r t h e r a n c e  o f 

education to those engaged 

in legal work and to 

cooperate with attorneys, 

judges, and bar associations 

in stimulating a high order 

of professional standards 

and ethics among those 

persons engaged as support 

staff in private law offices, 

trust companies, various 

courts, and municipal and 

governmental agencies. 

 Promote the objectives of 

the National Association; 

and 

 Organize chapters of Legal 

Professionals Associations 

throughout the state. 

TALS History 

TALS—Legal Professionals of 

Tennessee became a formal 

reality in 1961 with the 

chartering of the three chapters: 

Chattanooga, Knoxville, and 

Memphis. Nashville LSA had 

been meeting for many years 

prior to that date, but did not 

formally join TALS until 1972. 

Our TALS family now has four 

c h a p t e r s :  C h a t t a n o o g a , 

Memphis, Nashville, and Mid- 

Tennessee. 

NALS Mission Statement 

Members of NALS… the 

a s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  l e g a l 

professionals 

are bound by the objectives of 

this Association and the 

standards of conduct required 

of the legal profession. 

Every member shall: 

 Encourage respect for the 

law and the administration 

of justice; 

 Observe rules governing 

privileged communications 

a n d  c o n f i d e n t i a l 

information; 

 Promote and exemplify 

high standards of loyalty, 

cooperation, and courtesy; 

 Perform all duties of the 

profession with integrity 

and competence; and 

 Pursue a high order of 

professional attainment. 
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Birthdays 

 Chapter Date 

April   

Kimberly Nixon Chattanooga April 9 

Cathy Barton Nashville April 9 

Lita Ferrell, PLS Member At Large April 16 

Theresa Estopare, PP, PLS Memphis April 21 

Tina Boone, PLS Nashville April 23 

   

May   

Delone Anderson, PLS Nashville May 12 

Carrie Bailey Nashville May 19 

Carol Nelson, PP Nashville May 28 

June   

Regina Graham, PLS Memphis June 3 

Tara Brown Memphis June 13 

Ginny Hogan Chattanooga June 20 

Gail Williams, PLS Memphis June 27 

Janet Daniel, PLS, CPS Chattanooga June 30 

   

July   

Tina Riegert, PLS Memphis July 5 

Cynthia Gregory, PP, PLS Memphis July 23 

Mary Vickers, PP, PLS Memphis July 25 

Lisa Davis, CP Nashville July 24 

Rebecca Dunaway Nashville July 11 

Linda Hulsey Nashville May 10 

   

Brittany Ross Nashville April 21 

Deborah Rubenstein, PLS Nashville June 21 

Nina Smith Nashville June 13 

Amelia Workman, PLS Nashville April 22 

Josephine Savage NSCC July 31 

Sandra Sinclair NCSS July 25 
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2013—2014 Officers 

President Theresa Estopare, PP, PLS, SC 
Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell 
& Berkowitz, P.C. 
165 Madison Avenue, Suite 2000 
Memphis, Tennessee 38103 

Tel: (901) 577-8283 
testopare@bakerdonelson.com 

President-elect Mary Pewitt 
Young, McDade & Hassell 
227 Bridge Street 
Franklin, Tennessee 37064 

Tel: (615) 791-0058 
mpewitt@ymhlawgroup.com 

Vice President Donna Jenkins, PP, PLS, CLS 
Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell 
& Berkowitz, P.C. 
165 Madison Avenue, Suite 2000 
Memphis, Tennessee 38103 

Tel: (901) 577-2240 
djenkins@bakerdonelson.com 
 

Secretary Gloria Thomas, PP, PLS, CP 
P.O. Box 831 
Wynne, Arkansas 72396 

Tel: (870) 238-2317 
gjthomas@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer Cynthia Gregory, PP, PLS 
Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell 
& Berkowitz, P.C. 
165 Madison Avenue, Suite 2000 
Memphis, Tennessee 38103 

Tel: (901) 577-2289 
cgregory@bakerdonelson.com 

Parliamentarian Delone Anderson, PLS 
1084 Beech Tree Lane 
Brentwood, Tennessee 37027 

Tel: (615) 973-6385 
delone011@bellsouth.net 

Functional Governor—
Marketing 

Deborrah Pugh, PLS 
Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell 
& Berkowitz, P.C. 
165 Madison Avenue, Suite 2000 
Memphis, Tennessee 38103 

Tel: (901) 577-2165 
dpugh@bakerdonelson.com 

Functional Governor—
Strategic Planning 

Donice Alford, PP, PLS 
Howard, Tate, Sowell, Wilson, Leath-
ers & Johnson 
150 2nd Avenue North, Suite 201  
Nashville, Tennessee 37201 

Tel: (615)  256-1125 
deapls@yahoo.com 

Past President Vickie Hellmer, PLS 
Lewis, Thomason, King, Krieg & 
Waldrop, P.C. 
424 Church Street, Suite 2500 
Nashville, Tennessee 37219 

Tel: (615) 259-1354 
vhellmer@lewisthomason.com 
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2013—2014 Committee Chairpersons 

Annual Meeting 
Nashville Chapter 
 
Audit 
TBA 
 
Benevolence 
Lita Ferrell, PLS 
Woolf, McClane, Bright, Allen & Car-
penter 
900 S. Gay Street, 9th Floor 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37901 
 
Budget / Finance 
Cynthia Gregory, PP, PLS 
Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell 
& Berkowitz, P.C. 
165 Madison Avenue, Suite 2000 
Memphis, Tennessee 38103 
 
Bylaws 
Delone Anderson, PLS 
1084 Beech Tree Lane 
Brentwood, Tennessee 37027 
 
Certification 
Mary Vickers, PP, PLS,  
SC-Litigation / Civil Law 
Bass Berry & Sims, PLC 
100 Peabody Place, Suite 900 
Memphis, Tennessee 38103 
 
CLE 
Mary Pewitt 
Young, McDade & Hassell 
227 Bridge Street 
Franklin, Tennessee 37064 
 
History Book 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership Directory 
Gloria Thomas, PP, PLS, CP 
P.O. Box 831 
Wynne, Arkansas 72396 
 
Nominations & Elections 
Evia Betts 
P.O. Box 8102 
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37414 
 
TALS Scholarship 
Sharon Wilcox 
Bone McAllester Norton, PLLC 
511 Union Street, Suite 1600 
Nashville, TN 37219 
 
The Junction 
Tiffany Burford Taylor 
Waller Lansden Dortch & Davis, LLP 
511 Union Street, Suite 2700 
Nashville, Tennessee 37219 
 
Ways & Means 
Gail Powell-Williams, PLS 
6802 Pecanhill Drive 
Bartlett, Tennessee 38135 
 
Website 
Tiffany Burford Taylor 
Waller Lansden Dortch & Davis, LLP 
511 Union Street, Suite 2700 
Nashville, Tennessee 37219 
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Chapter Leadership 

Chattanooga Kim Chapman 
McMahan Law Firm 
P.O. Box 11107 
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37450 

Tel: (423) 265-1100 
kimchap-
man@mcmahanlawfirm.com 

Memphis Cynthia Gregory, PP, PLS 
Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & 
Berkowitz, P.C. 
165 Madison Avenue, Suite 2000 
Memphis, Tennessee 38103 

Tel: (901) 577-2289 
cgregory@bakerdonelson.com 

Mid-Tennessee Linda Davenport 
2322 Crown Hill Drive 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37129 

Tel: (615) 890-0393 
linda.a.davenport@att.net 

Nashville Tiffany Burford Taylor 
Waller Lansden Dortch & Davis, LLP 
511 Union Street, Suite 2700 
Nashville, Tennessee 37219 

Tel: (615) 850-8883 
tiffany.taylor@wallerlaw.com 

Nashville State Ed Turnley, Coordinator 
Nashville State Community College 
120 White Bridge Road 
Nashville, Tennessee 37209 

Tel: (615) 
edmund.turnley@nscc.edu 

Certified Excellence 

At Large 
Lita Ferrell, PLS 
M. P. Wilson, PLS 
 
Chattanooga 
Janet G. Daniel, PLS, CPS 
 
Memphis 
Christal Cater, ALP 
Theresa D. Estopare, PP, PLS, SC-
Litigation/Civil Law 
Regina D. Graham, PLS 
Cynthia Gregory, PP, PLS 
Theresa Harris, PLS 
Melanie Howell, ALP 
Donna Jenkins, PP, PLS, CLS 
Vicky LaPradd, PP, PLS 
Gail Powell-Williams, PLS 
Deborah Pugh, PLS 

Gloria J. Thomas, PP, PLS, CP 
Mary S. Vickers, PP, PLS, SC-
Litigation/Civil Law 
 
 
Nashville 
Donice Alford, PP, PLS 
Delone Anderson, PLS 
Tina L. Boone, PLS 
Melanie Collins, PLS 
Dolores K. Foster, PLS 
Chris Galyon, PLS 
Vickie Hellmer, PLS 
Elise Hill, ALP 
Katrina Hunley, ALP 
Theresa Marchese, PLS 
Carol Nelson, PP 
Deborah Rubenstein, PLS  
Amelia Workman, PLS 
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Ways & Means 

TALS Ways and Means will have T-shirts for $20 and Umbrellas for $12 with the 

TALS monogram on each item at the Annual Meeting on May 17, 2014 .  Please bring 

your money and help raise funds for TALS. 
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Announcements 

TALS 2013—2014 Schedule 

Date Purpose   Location 
08/3/13 Summer Meeting   Mid-Tenn 
 
10/17-20/13 Fall Meeting   Atlanta, GA* 
 
10/17-20/13 62nd Annual Education Conference  Atlanta, GA 
 & National Forum 
 
2/8/14 Winter Meeting   Memphis 
 
02/27—3/2/14 Professional Development &   Tulsa, OK 
 Education Conference 
 
5/17/14 Annual Meeting   Nashville 
 
* Fall Meeting will be held during 62nd Annual Education Conference & National Forum 

NALS Education Conference 

The NALS Education Conference and 

National Forum will be held on October 

2—4 2014, in Houston, Texas! For more 

information, please visit http://

www.nals.org/?page_id=97.   Early Bird 

registration ends July 1, 2014.  The 

deadline to book your hotel room is on 

September 16, 2014. 

NALS Call for Authors 

Would you be interested in submitting an 

article for publication in the NALS docket? 

Any timely topic would be considered, 

including articles regarding professional 

development, work/life balance, social media, 

technology blurbs, chapter “bright spots,” etc. 

Articles should be 1,000 words or less and 

submitted in Word format. 

If you are interested, please contact me at 

theresa.marchese@wallerlaw.com so that we 

can discuss the deadlines. 

Theresa Marchese, PLS 
Chair, NALS Editorial Board 2014-2015 
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Notice of Meeting 
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Notice of Meeting... 
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Notice of Meeting... 
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Minutes 
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Minutes...cont. 
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Call for Nominations 
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Voting Rules 
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Duties of Elected Officers 



 19 

Office of President-elect 
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Office of President-elect 
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Office of Recording Secretary 
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Office of Recording Secretary 
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Office of Treasurer 
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Office of Functional Governor—Marketing 
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Office of Functional Governor—Marketing 
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Office of Functional Governor 
Strategic Planning 
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Memphis Governor’s Report 
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Nashville Governor’s Report 
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Member Contact Information 

Member Contact Information 

In an effort to have up-to-date contact membership contact information, please complete the following infor-

mation and either email or mail to Gloria Thomas, PP, PLS, CP 

: 

Full Name:______________________________________________________________________________ 

Firm/Company Name:_____________________________________________________________________ 

Address:________________________________________________________________________________ 

Preferable Contact Number:__________________________________________________________________ 

Fax Number:______________________________________________________________________________ 

Area of Practice:___________________________________________________________________________ 

Birth Date (Month/Day):_____________________________________________________________________ 

Year joined NALS:_________________________________________________________________________ 

Preferred Email Address:____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Send this form to: 

Gloria Thomas, PP, PLS, CP 

P.O. Box 831 

Wynne, Arkansas 72396 

Tel: (870) 238-2317 

gjthomas@sbcglobal.net 
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Membership Application 
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The Junction is the official publication of TALS, Legal Professionals of Tennessee. 

Publication submissions should be addressed to Tiffany Burford Taylor, Waller Lansden 

Dortch & Davis, LLP, 511 Union Street, Suite 2700, Nashville, Tennessee 37219 or tiffa-

ny.taylor@wallerlaw.com. 

Material must be received by the publication deadline announced at the quarterly TALS 

meeting, printed in The Junction or as listed on the TALS website (www.talstn.org). 


