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 Level 4 Level 3 Level 2 Level 1 
Knowledge 
The understanding 

and exemplification of 

facts given in case are 

effective and relative 

human right’s issues 

are identified. 

• Demonstrates 

thorough and 

insightful 

understanding of 

chosen case 

• Facts presented are 

prioritized and 

relevant 

• Human right’s 

issues are clearly 

and effectively 

addressed 

 

• Demonstrates 

considerable 

understanding of 

chosen case 

• Facts presented are 

considerably 

prioritized and 

relevant  

• Human right’s issues 

are clearly addressed 

• A bit more clarity 

required. 

 

• Demonstrates some 

understanding chosen 

case 

• Facts presented are 

somewhat prioritized 

and relevant  

• Human right’s issues are 

addressed, although 

more clarity is needed 

• Be careful of facts, and 

be sure to refer to them 

effectively 

 

• Demonstrates limited 

understanding of chosen 

case 

• Facts presented are 

limited.  More are 

required to clearly 

present case 

•  Human right’s issues are 

not addressed clearly if 

at all.  Issues must be 

articulated effectively. 

• More accurate details and 

depth are required. 

• There are inaccuracies in 

the presentation 

Inquiry 
The accurate 

understanding of 

protections offered by 

human right’s 

legislation and clear 

development of 

relative questions to 

the case 

• Evaluates 

protections 

provided by human 

rights’ legislation 

clearly and 

effectively  

• Questions 

developed 

stimulate in-depth 

discussion on the 

issue(s) presented 

• Evaluates 

protections provided 

by human rights’ 

legislation clearly  

• Questions developed 

stimulate discussion 

on the issue(s) 

presented 

• Evaluates protections 

provided by human 

rights’ legislation with 

some clarity and 

effectiveness 

• Questions developed 

stimulate some 

discussion on the 

issue(s) presented 

• Evaluates protections 

provided by human 

rights’ legislation with 

limited clarity and 

effectiveness  

• Questions developed 

stimulate limited 

discussion on the issue(s) 

presented 

Communication 
The ideas offered in 

the presentation are 

clearly and logically 

organized in relation 

to the chosen case. 

Communication skills 

are effectively used to 

present these ideas. 

 

• Communicates 

orally with an 

excellent sense of 

audience and 

purpose. 

• Communicates 

content with a high 

degree of clarity 

and effectiveness.  

 

• Communicates 

orally with a good 

sense of audience 

and purpose. 

• Refine 

communication 

skills 

• Communicates 

content with a 

considerable degree 

of clarity and 

effectiveness.  

• A few areas require 

development 

 

• Communicates orally 

with a sense of 

audience and purpose. 

• Please review effective 

communication skills. 

• Communicates content 

with some degree of 

clarity and 

effectiveness.  

• Some areas require 

more development 

• Refine information to 

ensure relativity 

• Organizational glitches 

in presentation  

• Communicates orally 

with a limited sense of 

audience and purpose. 

• Please review effective 

communication skills. 

• Communicates content 

with a limited degree of 

clarity and effectiveness.  

• A number of areas require 

more development 

• Information needs to be 

relative and presentation 

requires organization 
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A Human Rights Salon 

 

What happens when legal philosophers from the past and present meet up to discuss issues of modern 

human rights and the law? Will chaos ensue or will you fundamentally reform human rights legislation 

for the benefit of Canadian society? 

 

Your goal is to take on the role of a legal philosopher in a particular school of legal thought (historical 

or contemporary).  From here you will be conducting research on your chosen school and respective 

philosopher and writing on core ideas, theories and contributions to modern legal thought.  

 

Process Work:  Below, your assignment has been broken down into several small more manageable 

components.  Throughout this process, you will have multiple opportunities for individual & group 

formative feedback.  Each mini-task has a due date, and it is important that ALL work is completed for 

the assigned due date. On group meeting days, you will be picking up an instruction sheet from your 

teacher that will outline your goal(s) for this particular session. Each member of the group will have 

an important goal and it is very important that all group members come prepared for class.     

 

1) Choose a philosopher.  Go home tonight, and examine the list provided.  Do some research and 

make a top three list.  You will be divided up into groups tomorrow. 

 

Task 2: To be completed by _____________.   
2) Individually, research your school of legal philosophy.  Find at least two sources of 

information about your school of thought and cite them using proper MLA Format.  Take 

notes - following the format outlined in class and then bring them on the due date.  Things to 

keep in mind when conducting your initial research: 

a) How does your school of legal philosophy define the purpose of ‘law’? 

b) What criteria does your school of thought use to determine whether or not a law should 

be seen as valid? 

c) What is their view of the relationship between law and morality? 

 

Task 3:  To be completed on ______________.  
3) Complete Group Meeting #1 and appropriate self-assessment and group assessment forms.  

Submit to teacher for feedback. 

 

Task 4:  To be completed by _______________.   
4) Research your assigned philosopher.  Find at least three sources of information about your 

philosopher and cite them using proper MLA Format.  Take notes - following the format 

outline in the class and bring them on the due date: ___________.  Things to consider: 

a) In what ways, does your philosopher fit in with his or her particular school of thought, 

and in what ways does he/she challenge it? 

b) What are your philosopher’s thoughts/ideas around the importance of individual rights 

and freedoms? 

c) Create a brief outline of his or her arguments regarding: the purpose of ‘law’ & the 

relationship between law and morality. 

 

Tasks 5-7: To be completed on _____________. 
5) Complete Meeting #2 and appropriate self-assessment and group assessment forms.  Submit to 

teacher for feedback. 

6) Book your first individual conference appointment.  Prepare for your conference by creating 

some questions that you would like answered.  Consider: concepts that have been introduced 
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that you are struggling with, clarification on key points, teacher examination of a particular 

concept, etc.  Keep in mind that you have 10 minutes for your conference so it is essential that 

you come prepared.  My first conference date is: ___________________. 

7) Complete Meeting #3 and appropriate self-assessment and group assessment forms.  Submit to 

teacher for feedback. 

 

Task 8: To be completed by ______________.   
8) Find 2 Canadian ‘human rights issues’ that are currently being presented in the media. Bring 

in a newspaper, a magazine clipping, or a video footage product to the class for the completion 

date. 

 

Task 9: To be completed on _______________. 
9) When you arrive to class on ____________, please help your teacher arrange the desks in a 

circle.  Once all the desks are in a circle, the teacher will begin by having each student take a 

turn introducing their Canadian human rights issue and why they think it should be explored in 

this unit.  After each student has had the opportunity to present their information, their will be 

10 minutes provided for students to ask questions and receive clarification on the different 

issues being presented.  Then, the students will vote on the 3 human rights issues that they 

would like to explore for this assignment. 

 

Task 10 & 11: To be completed by _______________.  
10) Read the copy of The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms provided on pages 604-607 of 

your textbook Dimensions of Law:  Canadian and International Law in the 21
st
 Century for 

homework.  After you have finished reading it, complete the following: 

 

a) List any sections of the Charter that you do not fully understand 

b) List sections of the Charter that you feel relate to the current Canadian human rights 

issues that were selected by the class. 

c) In your own words, explain the relationship you see between the human rights issues 

and the Charter rights or freedoms you have selected 

 

Ex.  I think Section 2(b) of the Charter clearly relates to the issue of cyber bullying because it 

argues that all Canadians should have the freedom to express their views whether they are 

popular or not… 

 

11) Become your philosopher (poof.. Magic ; ) - How would he or she feel about each of the human 

rights issues the class has selected?  What would your philosopher argue is the role of law in 

each of these issues?  Based on the information you have collected, brainstorm reforms that 

your philosopher may suggest in relation to the particular Charter rights you have examined.  

 

Task 12: To be completed by ________________. 
12) Look at the dates & times available for group conferencing and select a date.  Brainstorm some 

questions you wish to discuss at that time.  Our group conference date is: 

___________________. 

 

Task 13:  To be completed on _______________. 

13) Complete Meeting #4 and appropriate self-assessment and group assessment forms.  Submit to 

teacher for feedback.  

 

Task 14:  To be completed on _________________. 



14) Complete Meeting #5 and appropriate self-assessment and group assessment forms.  Submit to 

teacher for feedback.  

 

Schools of Legal Theory 

 

School of Legal Thought Theorists 

 

Legal Positivism & Legal Formalism 

 

 

Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, Bentham, Austin, J.S. 

Mill, Hans Kelsen, H.L.A. Hart 

 

Legal Utilitarianism Bentham, J.S. Mill, J. Rawls 

 

Legal Realism & Pragmatism 

 

 

Oliver Wendell Holmes, William James, K. 

Llewellyn, Jerome Frank, L.L. Fuller 

 

 

Natural Law 

 

 

Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, Cicero, Justinian, Saint 

Augustine, Thomas Aquinas, Patrick Devlin, 

Shariah, Fiqh 

 

 

Neo-Natural Law 

 

 

Ronald Dworkin and J. Rawls 

 

Legal Marxism & Economic Analysis of 

Law 

 

Marx, Richard Posner 

 

 

Legal Feminism 

 

 

Catharine MacKinnon, Andrea Dworkin, Lenore 

Walker, Susan Estrich, Susan Orkin, Patricia Hill-

Collins, Demita Frazier 

 

 

Critical Legal Theory 

 

 

Noam Chomsky, D. Kairys 

 

Critical Race Theory 

 

 

Patricia Williams, Anthony P. Farley 

 

First Nations Legal Theory 

 

 

Taiaiake Alfred, Mary Ellen Turpel 
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 Level 4 Level 3 Level 2 Level 1 
Knowledge 
The understanding 

and exemplification of 

the legal school of 

thought, the school’s 

accompanying 

philosophies, and 

relative view points on 

human rights issues.  

• Demonstrates 

thorough and 

insightful 

understanding of 

the legal school 

• Knowledge 

presented is highly 

relevant to chosen 

philosophers and 

school of thought 

• Human right’s 

issues are clearly 

and effectively 

addressed 

• Analyzes and 

interprets 

information with a 

high degree of 

accuracy and 

effectiveness. 

• Demonstrates 

considerable 

understanding of the 

legal school   

• Knowledge presented 

is considerably 

relevant to chosen 

philosophers and 

school of thought 

• Human right’s issues 

are clearly addressed 

• Analyzes and 

interprets 

information with 

considerable 

accuracy and 

effectiveness. 

• A bit more clarity 

and depth required. 

 

• Demonstrates some 

understanding of the 

legal school.   

• Knowledge presented is 

somewhat relevant to 

the chosen philosophers 

and school of thought.  

• Human right’s issues are 

addressed, although 

more clarity is needed 

• Analyzes and interprets 

information with some 

accuracy and 

effectiveness.   

• Be careful of facts, and 

be sure to refer to them 

effectively 

 

• Demonstrates limited 

understanding of the 

legal school.   

• Knowledge presented is 

limited.  More is required 

to clearly present chosen 

philosophers and school 

of thought 

•  Human right’s issues are 

not addressed clearly if 

at all.  Issues must be 

articulated effectively. 

• Analyzes and interprets 

information with limited 

accuracy and 

effectiveness 

• More accurate details and 

depth are required. 

• There are inaccuracies in 

the presentation 

Inquiry 
The clear development 

and accurate 

understanding of 

human rights reforms 

for specified school of 

thought 

• Charter’s reforms 

have been clearly 

and effectively 

developed 

• Reforms clearly 

link to 

philosophers and 

school of thought 

• Human right’s 

issues are 

accurately linked 

to reforms and 

school of thought 

• Charter’s reforms 

have been clearly 

developed 

• Reforms link to 

philosophers and 

school of thought 

• Human right’s issues 

are linked to reforms 

and school of 

thought 

• More depth of 

details would 

enhance presentation 

• Charter’s reforms have 

been developed  

• More development is 

required 

• Reforms somewhat link 

to philosophers and 

school of thought 

• Human right’s issues 

are somewhat linked to 

reforms and school of 

thought 

• Connections need to be 

clearer 

• Charter’s reforms have 

been attempted but 

require more 

development and clarity  

• Reforms do not always 

link to philosophers and 

school of thought 

• Human right’s issues are 

not always linked to 

reforms and school of 

thought 

• More connections need 

to be made 

Communication 
The ideas offered in 

the presentation are 

clearly and logically 

organized in relation 

to one another and to 

the chosen 

philosopher and 

school of thought. 

Communication skills 

are effectively used to 

present these ideas.. 

 

• Communicates 

orally with an 

excellent sense of 

audience and 

purpose. 

• Communicates 

content with a high 

degree of clarity 

and effectiveness.  

• Media component 

is visually 

appealing and 

intriguing, and 

clearly extends the 

class’s 

understanding of 

the philosophers, 

their school of 

thought, and the 

view points taken 

on issues 

discussed. 

• Communicates 

orally with a good 

sense of audience 

and purpose. 

• Refine 

communication 

skills 

• Communicates 

content with a 

considerable degree 

of clarity and 

effectiveness.  

• A few areas require 

development 

• Media component is 

visually appealing 

and extends the 

class’s 

understanding of the 

philosophers, their 

school of thought, 

and the view points 

taken on issues 

discussed. 

 

• Communicates orally 

with a sense of 

audience and purpose. 

• Please review effective 

communication skills. 

• Communicates content 

with some degree of 

clarity and 

effectiveness.  

• Some areas require 

more development 

• Media component has 

some visual appeal, and 

somewhat extends the 

class’s understanding 

of the philosophers, 

their school of thought, 

and the view points 

taken on issues 

discussed. 

• Refine information to 

ensure relativity 

• Organizational glitches 

in presentation  

• Communicates orally 

with a limited sense of 

audience and purpose. 

• Please review effective 

communication skills. 

• Communicates content 

with a limited degree of 

clarity and effectiveness.  

• A number of areas require 

more development 

• Media component is 

lacking visual appeal, 

and is limited in the 

extension of the 

philosophers, their 

school of thought, and 

the view points taken on 

issues discussed. 

• Information needs to be 

relative and presentation 

requires organization 
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Salon Philosophie du Droit 
 

Legal Theory 
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Student Name ____________________      Evaluator ____________________ 

Portrayal of ____________________ 

 

Salon (Role Play) Rubric 

 

Criteria Level 4 (80-100%) Level 3 (70-79%) Level 2 (60-69%) Level 1 (50-59%) 
Knowledge & 

Understanding 
 

Knowledge & 

understanding of 

content (e.g., facts, 

terms, definitions, 

concepts, ideas, 

theories) 

� demonstrates thorough 

knowledge & understanding of 

the core ideas of the schools of 

legal theory, their thinker’s 

principal ideas and the impact of 

those ideas upon human rights 

issues 

 

9.8 9.6 9.4 9.2 9.0 8.8 8.6 8.4 8.2 

8.0 

� demonstrates considerable 

knowledge & understanding of 

the core ideas of the schools of 

legal theory, their thinker’s 

principal ideas and the impact of 

those ideas upon human rights 

issues 

 

7.8  7.6  7.4  7.2  7.0 

� demonstrates some 

knowledge & understanding of 

the core ideas of the schools of 

legal theory, their thinker’s 

principal ideas and the impact 

of those ideas upon human 

rights issues 

 

6.8  6.6  6.4  6.2  6.0 

� demonstrates limited 

knowledge & understanding of 

the core ideas of the schools of 

legal theory, their thinker’s 

principal ideas and the impact 

of those ideas upon human 

rights issues 

 

5.8  5.6  5.4  5.2  5.0 

Thinking 
 

Use of processing 

skills (e.g., 

analysing, 

generating, 

integrating, 

synthesizing, 

evaluating, 

detecting point of 

view, assumptions 

and bias) 

� uses critical/creative thinking 

processes to engage in discussion 

with other thinkers with a high 

degree of effectiveness 
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����	���������
�

� uses critical listening skills, 

such as, identifying main ideas 

and supporting details, note 

making, assessing validity of 

arguments and conclusions, 

making inferences, evaluating 

implicit and explicit ideas, 

detecting assumptions, omissions 

and biases with a high degree of 

effectiveness 

 

 

9.8 9.6 9.4 9.2 9.0 8.8 8.6 8.4 8.2 

8.0 

� uses critical/creative thinking 

processes to engage in 

discussion with other thinkers 

with considerable effectiveness 

 

���	!����
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� uses critical listening skills, 

such as, identifying main ideas 

and supporting details, note 

making, assessing validity of 

arguments and conclusions, 

making inferences, evaluating 

implicit and explicit ideas, 

detecting assumptions, 

omissions and biases with 

considerable effectiveness 

 

 

7.8  7.6  7.4  7.2  7.0 

� uses critical/creative 

thinking processes to engage in 

discussion with other thinkers 

with some effectiveness 
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� uses critical listening skills, 

such as, identifying main ideas 

and supporting details, note 

making, assessing validity of 

arguments and conclusions, 

making inferences, evaluating 

implicit and explicit ideas, 

detecting assumptions, 

omissions and biases with 

some effectiveness 

 

 

6.8  6.6  6.4  6.2  6.0 

� uses critical/creative 

thinking processes to engage in 

discussion with other thinkers 

with limited effectiveness 
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� uses critical listening skills, 

such as, identifying main ideas 

and supporting details, note 

making, assessing validity of 

arguments and conclusions, 

making inferences, evaluating 

implicit and explicit ideas, 

detecting assumptions, 

omissions and biases with 

limited effectiveness 

 

 

5.8  5.6  5.4  5.2  5.0 

Communication 

 

Expression and 

organization of 

ideas and 

information (e.g., 

clear expression, 

logical 

organization, use 

of persuasive 

language) 

� expresses and organizes ideas 

and information with a high 

degree of effectiveness 

 

� excellent grasp of oral 

communication skills (e.g., 

rhetorical devices; voice 

projection; gestures; body 

language; timing; proper citation 

of research) 

 

� outstanding use of persuasive 

language 

 

 

9.8 9.6 9.4 9.2 9.0 8.8 8.6 8.4 8.2 

8.0 

� expresses and organizes ideas 

and information with a 

considerable  effectiveness 

 

� good grasp of oral 

communication skills (e.g., 

rhetorical devices; voice 

projection; gestures; body 

language; timing; proper citation 

of research) 

 

� competent use of persuasive 

language 

 

 

7.8  7.6  7.4  7.2  7.0 

� expresses and organizes 

ideas and information with a 

some of effectiveness 

 

� fair grasp of oral 

communication skills (e.g., 

rhetorical devices; voice 

projection; gestures; body 

language; timing; proper 

citation of research) 

 

� satisfactory use of 

persuasive language 

 

 

6.8  6.6  6.4  6.2  6.0 

� expresses and organizes 

ideas and information with 

limited effectiveness 

 

� poor grasp of oral 

communication skills (e.g., 

rhetorical devices; voice 

projection; gestures; body 

language; timing; proper 

citation of research) 

 

� limited use of persuasive 

language 

 

 

5.8  5.6  5.4  5.2  5.0 

Application 
 

Making 

connections within 

and between 

various contexts 

(e.g., past, present, 

and future; legal; 

philosophical; 

social; cultural; 

personal; political; 

multidisciplinary) 

� makes connections between the 

ideas of various thinkers and 

schools of thought within the 

context of human rights issues 

with a high degree of 

effectiveness 

 

� organizes researched ideas and 

information coherently and 

transfers knowledge and skills to 

a new context with a high degree 

of effectiveness 

 

9.8 9.6 9.4 9.2 9.0 8.8 8.6 8.4 8.2 

8.0 

� makes connections between 

the ideas of various thinkers and 

schools of thought within the 

context of human rights issues 

with considerable effectiveness 

 

� organizes researched ideas 

and information coherently and 

transfers knowledge and skills to 

a new context with considerable 

effectiveness 

 

 

7.8  7.6  7.4  7.2  7.0 

� makes connections between 

the ideas of various thinkers 

and schools of thought within 

the context of human rights 

issues with some effectiveness 

 

� organizes researched ideas 

and information coherently and 

transfers knowledge and skills 

to a new context with some 

effectiveness 

 

 

6.8  6.6  6.4  6.2  6.0 

� makes connections between 

the ideas of various thinkers 

and schools of thought within 

the context of human rights 

issues with limited 

effectiveness 

 

� organizes researched ideas 

and information coherently and 

transfers knowledge and skills 

to a new context with limited 

effectiveness 

 

5.8  5.6  5.4  5.2  5.0 
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