
Nor t her n St ar  Council /  BSA 

 

Swim Classif icat ion Procedures 
 

The swim classif icat ion of  individuals par t icipat ing in a Boy Scout  of  Amer ica act ivit y is a key 

element  in bot h Saf e Swim Def ense and Saf et y Af loat .  The swim classif icat ion t est s should be 

r enewed annually, pr ef er ably at  t he beginning of  each out door  season.  Tr adit ionally, t he swim 

classif icat ion t est  has only been conduct ed at  a long t er m summer  camp.  However , t her e is no 

r est r ict ion t hat  t his be t he only place t he t est  is conduct ed.  I t  may be mor e usef ul t o conduct  

t he swim classif icat ion pr ior  t o a unit  going t o summer  camp. 

 

All per sons par t icipat ing in BSA aquat ics ar e classif ied accor ding t o swimming abilit y.  The 

classif icat ion t est s and t est  pr ocedur es have been developed and st r uct ur ed t o demonst r at e a 

skill level consist ent  wit h t he cir cumst ances in which t he individual will be in t he wat er .  The 

Swimmer ’s Test  demonst r at es t he minimum level of  swimming abilit y f or  r ecr eat ional and 

inst r uct ional act ivit y in a conf ined body of  wat er  wit h a maximum 12-f oot  dept h, and wit h 

shallow wat er  f oot ing or  a pool or  pier  edge always wit hin 25 f eet  of  t he swimmer . 

 

Swimmer’s Test :  

J ump f eet  f ir st  int o wat er  over  t he head in dept h, level of f , and begin swimming.  Swim 

75 yar ds in a st r ong manner  using one or  mor e of  t he f ollowing st r okes: side st r oke, 

br east  st r oke, t r udgen, or  cr awl; t hen swim 25 yar ds using an easy r est ing back st r oke.  

The 100 yar ds must  be swum cont inuously and include at  least  one shar p t ur n.  Af t er  

complet ing t he swim, r est  by f loat ing f or  about  one minut e. 

Beginners Test :  

J ump f eet  f ir st  int o wat er  over  t he head in dept h, level of f , swim 25 f eet  on t he 

sur f ace, st op, t ur n shar ply, r esume swimming as bef or e, and r et ur n t o st ar t ing place. 

 

Administ rat ion of  Swim Classif icat ion Test  
 

Opt ion A (at  camp) 

The swim classif icat ion t est  is complet ed t he f ir st  day of  camp by Camp Aquat ics 

per sonnel. 

Opt ion B (at  unit  level wit h council approved aquat ics resource people) 

The swim classif icat ion t est  done at  a unit  level should be conduct ed by one of  t he 

f ollowing council appr oved r esour ce people: Aquat ics I nst r uct or , BSA; Aquat ics 

Super visor ; BSA Lif eguar d; cer t if ied lif eguar d; swimming inst r uct or ; or  swim coach.  

When t he unit  goes t o a summer  camp, each individual will be issued a buddy t ag under  

t he dir ect ion of  t he Camp Aquat ics Dir ect or  f or  use at  t he camp. Nor t her n St ar  r equir es 

t hat  swim classif icat ion t est s be conduct ed no mor e t han t hr ee mont hs pr ior  t o t he unit s 

ar r ival at  camp.  The signed f or m must  be pr esent ed upon ar r ival t o camp. 

 

Special Not e: 

When swim t est s ar e conduct ed away f r om camp or  at  t he point  of  act ivit y, t he Aquat ics 

Dir ect or  shall at  all t imes r eser ve t he aut hor it y t o r eview or  r et est  all par t icipant s t o ensur e 

t hat  st andar ds have been maint ained. 

 

(over )



Unit  Swim Classif icat ion Record 
This is t he individual’s swim classif icat ion as of  t his dat e.  Any change in st at us af t er  t his dat e 

i.e., non-swimmer  t o beginner  or  beginner  t o swimmer , would r equir e a r eclassif icat ion t est  by 

t he Camp Aquat ics Dir ect or . 
 

Unit  Number _____________ Dat e of  Swim Test ________________________ 
 

Swim Classif icat ion   

Full Name (Please print ) Non- swimmer Beginner Swimmer 

1.     

2.     

3.     

4.     

5.     

6.     

7.     

8.     

9.     

10.     

11.     

12.     

13.     

14.     

15.     

16.     

17.     

18.     

19.     

20.     

21.     

22.     

23.     

24.     

25.     
 

 

Name of  Person Conduct ing Test  
 

    

Pr int  Name   Signat ure 
 

     

Address  Cit y, St at e, Zip  Phone #  

Qualif icat ions:      

 

 

Unit  Leader:      

Pr int  Name   Signat ure 
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