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Big Era Four 

Expanding �etworks of Exchange and Encounter 

1200 BCE � 500 CE 
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Unit objectives 

Upon completing this unit, students will be able to:  
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Mosaic with two slaves serving wine to a man. Undated.  

Bardo Museum, Tunis 
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Kirk Douglas 

in the movie 

“Spartacus” 
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This unit in the Big Era Timeline�
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Four female slaves dressing a woman’s hair 

Relief from a family tomb in �eumagen, Germany. Undated.  
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Introductory Activity 
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Papyrus found at Oxyrhynchus, Egypt,  

recording the sale of a slave girl on the island of Rhodes 

First half of the third century CE 

��$���"�G����F%�A�
�	;�H��0��������$�
��������������������J���;I��

The Journal of Egyptian Archaeology�--��/9.9!;�/9-%�

�

�

�

�

�



��������	
��������	����� ���������������������������������������������+���,���5����	�$��5%-%'�

�

�"##�������	
������$	���%	�	$%��$#� � :����2�

Introductory Activity  

Student Handout 0—Graphic Organizer  
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Lesson 1 

Becoming a Slave in Rome 
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Lesson 1 

Student Handout 1.1—The Slave Supply: Introductory Essay 
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Lesson 1  

Student Handout 1.2—The Slave Supply: Primary Source Documents 
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Lesson 1 

Student Handout 1.3—SOAPS for Primary Source Documents 
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Source�Who wrote it? Where is it from? 
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Occasion�Letter, law, etc. 
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Audience�For whom was it meant? 
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Purpose�Why was it written? 
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Summary�Write a three�sentence summary of the document. 
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Lesson 1 

Student Handout 1.4—Vocabulary Words and Terms 
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Lesson 2 
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Lesson 2 

Student Handout 2.1—The Life of a Slave: Introductory Essay 
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Lesson 2 

Student Handout 2.2—The Life of a Slave: Primary Source Documents 
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Medallion of Antoninus Pius. 

The slave on the right is holding a plate of fruit.  

Second century CE 
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Lesson 2 

Student Handout 2.3— Vocabulary Words and Terms 
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Lesson 3 

Student Handout 3.1—Manumission: Introductory Essay 
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Funerary monument of Atinia Afrodisia, a manumitted slave�woman. Undated. 

Museo della Civiltà Romana, Rome. 
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Lesson 3 

Student Handout 3.2—Manumission: Primary Source Documents 
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Wall painting with slaves working in the kitchen 

Rome, first century CE 
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Lesson 3  

Student Handout 3.3—Vocabulary Words and Terms 
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Stretch of the Via Appia outside the city of Rome 

In 71 BCE, when Spartacus’ rebellion ended,  

6000 slaves were crucified along this road. 

:��
������������������	�

 

 

 

 



��������	
��������	����� ���������������������������������������������+���,���5����	�$��5%-%'�

�

�"##�������	
������$	���%	�	$%��$#� � :����3-�

Lesson 4 

Student Handout 4.1—Abuse and Resistance: Introductory Essay 
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Lesson 4 

Student Handout 4.2—Abuse and Resistance: Primary Source Documents 
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Bulla (bronze tag) of a runaway slave 

Rome, fourth century CE 

The inscription reads: “Hold me, lest I flee, and return me to 

my master Viventius on the estate of Callistus.” 
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Lesson 4 

Student Handout 4.3— Vocabulary Words and Terms 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Word/term 

 

Definition 

asylum  �������������	����	;����
��	;��������)����	�
�������
��
�)���	�

����	
�
$�	��������$�� 

Conscript Fathers  	���
��	�� 

knights �����������
������	�?	������	�(equites!����
���0�)���	
�
�;�

�$�����
����)�����
�����������
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�
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lampreys ���	���
������	 

Magistrates� �$�������������	 

principate 
���0�)����)������$�����
������	
�����	���������
$���	��, 

senatus consulta (sing: 

senatus consultum) 
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solidus�� ����������� 
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Lesson 4 

Student Handout 4.4—Play: A Day in the Life of Euodia�

�

Two slave girls are standing in the atrium of the master’s house in 4armouthis, in the Roman 

province of Egypt. One of them is spinning linen and the other one is weaving. 
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Assessment  
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Model of the Colosseum, an amphitheater built in the first century CE 

Museo della Civiltà Romana, Rome 

Many public spectacles, including gladiatorial contests, took place in amphitheaters. 
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This unit and the Three Essential Questions  
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This unit and the Seven Key Themes 
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This unit and the Standards in Historical Thinking% 
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Resources 

Resources for teachers 
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CCCCCCCC%Slavery and Rebellion in the Roman World%�+���)���
��"���������:;�/919%�
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CCCCCCCC%�Slavery and Society at Rome%���)������"���)�������:;�/995%�
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CCCCCCCC%�Slaves and Masters in the Roman Empire: A Study in Social Control%����� � �

D��8"�A*�����:;�/912%�

�
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+$�8����;�������)��%�The Roman Law of Slavery%���)������"���)�������:;�/9>1;�����%�/92>%�

�

��		�$	����%�Roman History;�B��%�B�;�
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J����;�G����J%�Curse Tablets and Binding Spells from the Ancient World.�����D��8"�A*�����
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G�	���;�������%�Work, Identity, and Legal Status at Rome: A Study of the Occupational 
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Resources for students 
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Correlations to �ational and State Standards 

1ational Standards for World History   
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California: History3Social Science Content Standard 
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Illinois Social Science Goals and Standards 
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Massachusetts History and Social Science Curriculum Framework 
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Minnesota Academic Standards in History and Social Studies 
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1ew Hampshire Social Studies Curriculum Frameworks 
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Virginia History and Social Science Standards of Learning 
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Conceptual links to other teaching units 


