Be exalted, O God,
above the heavens;
let your glory be over
all the earth.

Psalm 57:11

it

WHAT KIND OF SHOE ARE YOU?

' )
W = dld ke oLy Shoe, o oo s ldi ke
1 —
woouer Saemggall o wooseld (F 1 > -5
~

4 ond 1 RO o

i
1. Kenyos Afee C L I

s dhea . A leorner Saad el
P T neeie,

ey o
Ji- e BT petd gucton g o { el +
M\’/I winsrogol cpant T make
I

i ! RN} | 2

0o et £ o
Dot in Afcrcox 4oo. vkl o o aofy |
stope ot wosihueaand T o
7 S
"You, the Shoe!"

090 000000000000000000000000000000000000000

00000000000600006060080865
0o T TP PIISISESIOSIISEOIOOTTS

0 90000000000000000000000000000000000000000

By: yzu)‘;?; Oz, 1&:/4/%”4 %

January 2013

Happy New Year!

We hope you had a wonderful Christmas. We are praying that
you will feel the Lord’s presence and His hand of blessing
every day throughout this bright New Year.

It is always a joy and blessing to learn of ways the Lord is
molding and shaping the lives of young people here in
America and placing a desire in their hearts to serve Him by
serving others. We learned of a couple of girls who expressed
that desire in very unique and special ways and want to share
them with you. We think you will enjoy, appreciate and be
blessed by them as we were.

Some of you may remember from our newsletters the Bowers
family, Daniel and Wendi and their three girls, Ellie, Lucy, and
Markie visited Agape this past summer. For a number of
years, as a family, they have been supporting and encouraging
Agape in more creative ways than you can imagine. So, it was
a special treat for us to have them in Africa and at Agape for
the first time.

The entire family loved their experience, but Lucy especially
so. When Wendi asked what she wanted for Christmas, Lucy’s
list made us smile. It read:

——

C—_- 1. TogotoKenya

2. Justin Bieber’s book
Irvine Premier Sweatshirt

4. To gotoKenya
€ 5. Money for Agape

@- 6. To go to Kenya o

How sweet is that? We pray that Lucy will get to come back to
Agape soon!

Lisa Kjeldgaard’s niece, Faith Ozenbaugh, is a wonderful,
bright ten-year old. For one of her school assignments, she
was asked to tell if she was a shoe, what kind of shoe she
would want to be. Her answer tells what a servants heart she
has.

If I could be any shoe, | would be a leather sandal. |



would like to go to Africa and teach at Agape Girls Home in Kenya, Africa. There are many homeless kids on the
street there and | want to help them. A leather sandal would get my feet anywhere | needed to go. | love to help
people and feel this is the way | want to go. | want to make a difference in many kids’ lives,not just here, but in
Africa too. | would be grateful and happy to be in that position and lam saying “Here am I, send me.” A leather
sandal is what | want to be.

How much we can all learn from these young girls about what is really important in life! They touch us with
their sweet spirits and hearts to serve the Lord.

Shortly after New Year’s we will be leaving on another extended road trip. Please keep us in your
prayers. We need the Lord’s protection as we travel and His leading and guiding in the meetings we will have and
for the conference we will attend.

We will spend a few days in Palm Springs with Ruth and David Seifert, Esther’s sister and brother-in-law.
We are looking forward to being with them and to relaxing, probably playing some games, and just hanging out
before we really begin our travels.

From Ruth and David’s, we will head to Glendale, AZ, just outside of Phoenix, to participate in the first
International Wholistic Missions Conference. The conference is being held at Christ’s Church of the Valley. We will
not only be attending the conference, but be putting on a workshop as well.

During the workshop, we will be sharing what the Lord is doing in and through Agape. The attendees will
learn the details of what we do, how we do it, and why we do it, with the goal that what we share might be of
benefit to their ministries and to gaining a better understanding of ministry to street children. Our focus will be on
how we go about reintegrating children back into their families and rural communities.

We will have the pleasure of staying with Darla and Paul Calhoun while we are at the Conference. It will be
great fun to be with them. We are grateful to them for their willingness to put us up (and to put up with us!)

After the Conference, we will be driving to Texas to visit a number of people and to spend time with Steve
and Betty Bishop. It will be our first time to be with them since we were in Africa. It will be great to catch up with
them and to discuss plans for their ministry at The Farm when, the Lord willing, we all return to Kenya in April.

Returning to Africa for all of our missionary team is something we need you to be praying about. The
Kenyan elections are scheduled to take place on March 4. We are praying Kenya will remain calm and peaceful
during the entire election process, unlike the last elections when there was so much violence, looting, and killing.
We are also praying there will not be a run-off which could drag things on into April. We are anxious to get back.

Because there was so much violence during the last elections, we have decided to essentially close Agape
down for the four or five weeks leading up to and following the election. Our missionaries will all be out of the
country. We have asked our staff to be with their families in their rural villages. The children we are caring for will
either go to a family member or will stay with one of our staff families. This is the way we can best provide for
everyone’s safety and protection. Our guards will remain on our campus to protect Agape’s facilities and
equipment.

It is also the best way for us to insure we will be available to help and to minister to the children and the
people of Kenya as may be needed after the election.

We are excited about all that the Lord has in store for the New Year. Thank you for being our partners in
ministry with your prayers, your words of encouragement, and your faithful financial support. You bless us.

Happy New Year,
Blake & Esther
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Can we pray for you? Please let us
know how we can help you.

”

State:

Phone:

Ministry Support for: Payment Type: \
O General Fund $ [ Check A a e
O Agape Girls $ oM \
s e : oney Order C/ . s
fanca Frojec Please make payable to:
O Partners for Hope $ N
. Agape Children’s Ministry Mailing Address:
O Steve & Betty Bishop  $_ PO Box 5062 Name:
I Blake & Esther Gibbs  $__ Modesto, CA 95352-5062 Address:
O Eric & Lisa Kjeldgaard ~ $ I Credit Card City:
O Chris & Tammy Page ~ $ O Visa DO Mastercard Zip:
[ Steve & Dianne Warn ~ $ E-mail Address:
See reverse for Credit Card Information
Total 5| orto set up Automatic Payments.
Automatic Bank Debit (ACH)
Bank Name: Branch:
City: State: Zip:
Transit/ABA No. Account No.

Please deduct $ monthly on 5th / 20th (circle one) Effective date:

**Please include a check marked VOID with this completed form**

I'we hereby authorize Agape Children’s Ministry to initiate charges and to initiate, if necessary, adjustment entries
for any errors to my/our bank account listed here. This authority will remain in force and effect until Agape Children’s
Ministry has received written notification from me/or either of us, of its termination in such time and in such manner
as to afford Agape Children’s Ministry a reasonable opportunity to act on it.

(Authorized Signature) (Date)

O Yes! | would like to receive newsletters by e-mail.

Debit/Credit Card Authorization

O Visa O Mastercard
Name on Card:
Number:
Exp. Date: / V Code:
Billing Zip Code:

Please deduct a one time gift of $
Please deduct:$
O Monthly on the 5th or 20th (circle one)

O For months

monthly

O Until | contact you to discontinue
Effective date:

Signature:




