
Bein g a “clergy kid” h as its 

privileges. Just ask Tan ya Moxley.

Th ere is n o doubt th at  Tan ya’s life

h as been  en rich ed by th e presen ce

of th e ch urch  in  h er life with  h er

Mom  a rector, bu t  likewise, th e

ch urch  h as been  en rich ed by

Tan ya’s con tribu tion s th rough  h er

t im e, talen ts, en ergy, vision  an d

m ost recen tly a p lan n ed gift  sh e

h as m ade. 

Tan ya’s m oth er, Sue (n ow Suffragan

Bish op of our Diocese), an d h er

fath er Bruce, m ade a con scious

effort  early on  to m ake fam ily life

as “n orm al” as th ey could  so th at

th e clergy aspects of th eir lives 

d idn ’t  take over. “We h ad fam ily

vacation s away th at  were n ot 

in terrupted by n eedin g to return  

to at ten d an  em ergen cy an d n o 

on e ever called  in  th e m iddle of 

th e n igh t to drag Mom  out of 

bed to solve a crisis,” says Tan ya. 

“Th e parish ion ers were very

respectfu l of our fam ily space an d

seem ed n ot to h old  us, as a fam ily

to a h igh er stan dard th an  th ey 

h eld  th em selves.”

It  was Tan ya’s decision  to becom e

h ead server at  St . Tim oth y’s, wh ere

h er m oth er was rector, as well as

servin g as youth  represen tative 

on  Parish  Coun cil an d a Syn od 

delegate for several years. 

Wh ile in  h er teen s Tan ya becam e a

foun din g m em ber of th e Ch rist ian

Clown  Troupe. Th e group’s m ission

was to tell Bible stories in  a way

th at  would appeal to m ore people.

Th is con cept actually dates back to

m edieval t im es wh en  th e ch urch es

were so big th at  th e people at  th e

back couldn ’t  h ear th ose at  th e

fron t so th e clown s acted out stories

at  d ifferen t spots in  th e ch urch .

Each  clown  in  today’s troupe

ch ooses th eir own  cloth es an d 

face pain t , an d wears a red dot on

th eir left  tem ple, th e m ark of a

Ch rist ian  clown . 

Wh en  Tan ya left  h om e to at ten d

th e Un iversity of Guelph , sh e was

pleasan tly surprised to receive a

fin an cial gift  towards h er education

from  th e Diocese th rough  a fun d

set  up  to specifically h elp  clergy

ch ildren  with  th e costs of post-

secon dary education . Sh e was so 

gratefu l th at  Tan ya h as establish ed

a p lan n ed gift  of h er own  th at  

will con tribu te to th e sam e fun d –

th e Bin n ey Fun d.

“It’s im portan t  th at  people th in k 

of th e ch urch  wh en  p lan n in g th eir

wills, so th at  ch urch es can  h ave

en dowm en ts or in vestm en ts th at

h elp  with  con tin u in g or start in g

im portan t m in istry program s.” 

Sh e adds th at it is “just as im portan t

th at  people rem em ber to give 

regularly every week or m on th

because in  order for th ere to be a

ch urch  to leave your m on ey to, th e

work h as to keep h appen in g n ow,

an d th at  takes m on ey, t im e an d 

talen ts righ t n ow.” 

Tan ya is so com m itted to h er belief

in  th e ch urch  an d com m un ity, 

th at  wh en  sh e return ed to Halifax,

sh e becam e in volved in  th e TEC

(Teen s En coun ter Ch rist) program , 

a weeken d program  design ed to

“in troduce youn g people to a lively

version  of th e An glican  faith …to

Jesus as a real person  wh o can  walk

with  th em  in  th eir faith  journ ey.” 

Sh e also acquired h er layreader’s

licen se an d join ed th e fin an ce 

com m ittee at  St . Mark’s. Th e 

com m ittee in troduced Pre-

Auth orized Rem ittan ce, a program

establish ed by th e Un ited Ch urch ,

wh ereby parish ion ers con tribu te

fin an cially on  a m on th ly basis to

th eir ch urch  via debit  from  th eir

ban k accoun ts rath er th an  weekly

en velopes. Th is system  also allows

th e Ch urch  to m ain tain  th eir

m on th ly reven ues durin g th e 

sum m er an d oth er t im es wh en  

people are away. 

Tan ya was also in strum en tal in

establish in g a Com m un ity Access

com puter site at  St . Mark’s in  order

to provide tech n ology, in tern et

access, an d train in g to th ose wh o

oth erwise wouldn ’t  h ave th is

opportun ity. “Havin g th e com puters

in  th e ch urch  m ean s th at  com m u-

n ity m em bers can  com e in  to learn

h ow to use a com puter (a crit ical

job skill), write up  a resum e, apply

for jobs on -lin e …. Sen iors use th e

site to access h ealth  in form ation

an d keep in  touch  with  distan t

fam ily m em bers.” 

Tan ya is curren tly com pletin g a

Master’s in  Adult  Education  at

Moun t Sain t  Vin cen t Un iversity in

Halifax. Sh e would like to get  in to

th e area of tech n ology in  th e class-

room  an d as for a possible career in

th e ch urch , sh e says “I am  strugglin g

to figure ou t wh eth er th e work I

am  wan tin g to do is a lay m in istry

or an  ordain ed on e.” Sh e th in ks th e

An glican  Ch urch  n eeds to do m ore

to em ph asize th e value an d variety

of lay m in istries, so sh e will rem ain

a lay person  for n ow an d h opes to

m ake th is poin t . 

Her m oth er h as taugh t h er h ow

im portan t it  is to do som eth in g in

life th at  you  love to do. “Sh e does 

a job th at  sh e loves an d does it

superbly, bu t sh e is a great  deal

m ore th an  h er job … sh e strives 

to h elp  oth er succeed an d is proud

of th eir successes,” says Tan ya. 

Th e m ost im portan t lesson  sh e 

h as learn ed from  h er m oth er is 

“be yourself” an d Tan ya is doin g 

just  th at .
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“W e pray that nothing good in this

m an’s/wom an’s life will be lost, but

will be of benefit to the world; that all

that was im portant to him /her will be

respected by those who follow; and

that everything in which he/she were

great will m ean m uch to us now that

he/she is dead.”

We often  pray th ese words wh en

offerin g th an ksgivin g to God for

th e life of a loved on e wh ile at  a

fun eral worsh ip  service. Th e words

to th is beautifu l prayer are foun d in

th e Book of Altern ate Services.

I do n ot like to th in k m uch  about

prayer; rath er I just  like to pray.

Alth ough , wh en  I do th in k about

prayer I often  th in k about th e 

dan gerous aspect  of prayer - th at

we get  wh at we pray for:  “Ask, an d

it  will be given  you  … For everyon e

wh o asks receives …” (Matth ew

7.7-8). We m ay n ever kn ow th e

tim e, p lace, or m ode th at  th e

respon se to our prayer will h appen ,

for th ose th in gs we leave to our

God to wh om  we pray. So th e 

dan ger often  lies in  th e ch an ge 

(oh  yes, th at  dreaded word ch an ge)

th at  m ay h ave to take p lace in  our

lives in  th e respon se to our prayers.

Th e dan ger could  be m an ifested in

our d isappoin tm en t, in  th at  wh at

we m ay h ave th ough t th e proper

respon se to our prayer would be is

n ot wh at God offers.

I am  sure th at  m ost of you  h ave

h eard adages such  as: “Wh at do

you wan t th em  to write about you

in  your obituary?” or “How do you

wan t people to rem em ber you  on ce

you are dead?”  Wh en  th e prayer I

started m y article with  is said at your

fun eral, are you con cern ed about

h ow you will be rem em bered? Have

you really con tem plated wh at will

be th ough t of as “good in  your life

th at  will n ot  be lost”, or wh at “was

im portan t to you  th at  will be

respected by th ose th at  follow?” 

Of course, a good will can  h elp  to

spell ou t  in  words wh at we wish  to

h ave con tin ued or supported by

th ose tem poral or m aterial th in gs

we h ave am assed durin g our earth ly

life. But just as im portan t as leavin g

beh in d a m aterial legacy for your

fam ily an d frien ds is leavin g

beh in d a good will th at  expresses

your wish es for th e disposit ion  of

your estate. Th is will certain ly h elp

in  alleviatin g bein g rem em bered for

th e squabbles your will caused

am on gst your fam ily an d frien ds.

It  is good to in dicate wh at was

im portan t to you by directin g wh at

you wish  to h ave supported with  th e

residual of your estate. However, on e

of m y prayers is th at wh at is good in

m y life an d im portan t to m e can  be

discern ed by th e exam ple of word

an d deed in  m y life n ow. In  th is

way, it will n ot be tem poral th in gs

but th e spiritual th in gs th at will n ot

be lost, an d will be of ben efit an d

respected by th ose wh o follow.

I pray th at  th e sign ifican ce of

Fam ily, Frien ds, God, an d Ch urch

are eviden t in  m y life n ow so th at

th ere will be n o un certain ty in  th e

respon se to th e prayers of th e people

gath ered in  celebration  of m y life.

How obvious are th e exam ples of

word an d deed in  your life th at  n o

h arm  will com e of th is prayer?

The Rev Randy D. Townsend, 

Parish of St. John’s, Halifax

Adapted by Bruce Rockwell, original

by Bruce Barton

Th ere are two seas in  Palestin e.

On e is fresh , an d fish  are in  it .

Splash es of green  adorn  its ban ks.

Trees spread th eir bran ch es over it

an d stretch  out th eir roots to sip  of

its h ealin g water. Alon g its sh ores

th e ch ildren  p lay.

Th e River Jordon  m akes th is sea with

sparklin g water from  th e h ills. So it

laugh s in  th e sun sh in e. An d people

build th eir h ouses n ear it, birds

m ake th eir n ests, an d every kin d of

life is h appier because it is th ere.

Th e River Jordon  flows on  south

in to an oth er sea. Th ere is n o splash

of fish , n o flu tterin g leaf, n o son g

of birds, n o ch ildren ’s laugh ter.

Travellers ch oose an oth er rou te

un less on  urgen t busin ess. Th e air

h an gs h eavy about its water, an d

n eith er h um an kin d, n or beast , n or

fowl will drin k. Wh at m akes th is

differen ce in  th ese n eigh bour seas?

Not th e River Jordon . Not th e soil

in  wh ich  th ey lie; n or th e coun try

roun d about.  

Th is is th e differen ce. Th e Sea of

Galilee receives bu t does n ot keep

th e River Jordon .  For every drop

th at  flows in to it , an oth er flows

out. Th e givin g an d receivin g go on

in  equal m easure. Th e oth er sea is

sh rewder, h oardin g its in com e jeal-

ously. It  will n ot  be tem pted in to

an y gen erous im pulse. Every drop

it  gets, it  keeps. Th e Sea of Galilee

gives an d lives. Th e oth er sea gives

n oth in g. It  is n am ed th e Dead Sea.

Th ere are two kin ds of people in

th e world  just  as th ere are two seas

in  Palestin e.

From  th e Ju ly, 2004 issue of

Networkin g, a n ewsletter of Th e

Episcopal Network for Stewardsh ip .

How  w ill you be rem em bered?
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“In  th e quiet h ours

w h en  w e are alon e

an d th ere is n obody

to  tell us w h at fin e

fellow s w e are, w e

com e som etim es upon

a m om en t in  w h ich

w e w on der, not how

m uch m oney w e are

earning, n or how

fam ous w e have

becom e, but w h at

good w e are doin g.”

~ A.A. Milne

For m an y people life in suran ce

offers a flexible an d tax efficien t

m ean s of supportin g th e fu ture

m in istry of our ch urch .  

How  it Works

You apply for a policy of wh ole life

in suran ce on  your life an d n am e

your parish  or d iocese as th e n ew

own er an d ben eficiary. You m ay

pay th e prem ium s person ally, or

don ate th e fun ds to th e ch urch  to

m ain tain  th e policy.

Wh at are th e Advan tages?

• You h ave th e assuran ce of kn owin g

your support for th e ch urch 's work

will n ot cease upon  your death .

•  Th e ch urch  can  issue you  a 

ch aritable tax receip t  equal to th e

prem ium s you  paid  in  th e year.

Prem ium s paid  before you  assign ed

own ersh ip  of th e policy to th e

ch urch  are n ot eligible for th e

don ation  tax credit, but if th e policy

h ad a cash  surren der value at  th e

tim e you  m ade th e tran sfer, th e

ch urch  can  issue a don ation  receip t

for th e am oun t of th at  cash  surren -

der value. Th e federal an d provin -

cial govern m en ts allow th e ch arita-

ble tax credit  on  gifts of up  to 75%

of your n et  in com e in  th e year.

Th is lim it  in creases to 100% of n et

in com e in  th e year of death  an d

th e precedin g tax year.

•  Th e policy proceeds pass d irectly

to th e ch urch  upon  your death ,

avoidin g th e delays an d expen se of

probate, an d oth er fees associated

with  th e tran sfer of assets on  death .

Are Th ere An y Disadvan tages?

•  Th is arran gem en t requires your

com m itm en t to m akin g th e prem i-

um  paym en ts on  an  on -goin g basis.

You m ay wish  to look in to arran ge-

m en ts wh ich  allow you  to pay a

som ewh at h igh er am oun t of prem i-

um  over a sh orter period of t im e.

Wh at Else Do I Need to  Kn ow ?

•  Your parish  n eeds your on goin g

support . A ch aritable life in suran ce

policy sh ould  n ot be used as a sub-

stitu te for your an n ual offerin gs;

rath er as a m ean s of en surin g your

support  con tin ues after death . 

•  Talk to your parish  or th e Diocese

about your p lan s. Would you  like

th e even tual proceeds of th e policy

directed toward a part icu lar fun d or

m in istry? If you  wish  th e proceeds

of th e policy to be in vested an d

on ly th e in com e disbursed each

year an d your parish  does n ot h ave

an  en dowm en t policy con sider

directin g th e proceeds to th e Diocese

to be h eld  in  trust  for th e parish .

Wh at if I Wan t Tax  Relief 

Wh en  I Die?

If you  prefer, you  can  buy an  in sur-

an ce policy on  your life, an d n am e

th e parish  or Diocese as ben eficiary

on ly - or you  can  n am e your estate

as ben eficiary an d in  your will

bequeath  th e proceeds of th e life

in suran ce policy to th e ch urch . You

will n ot  be en tit led  to an y ch arita-

ble don ation  tax credit  for th e pre-

m ium s you  pay, bu t on  your death ,

th e ch urch  can  issue a don ation  tax

receip t  for th e am oun t of proceeds

it  receives from  th e policy. Th e

resu lt in g ch aritable don ation  tax

credit  m ay h elp  reduce th e in com e

taxes payable upon  your death  on

capital gain s, th e proceeds of your

registered p lan s, or oth er in com e in

th e year of your death .

Contributed by Tony Coffey. Tony is 

a financial planner with Clarica

Financial Services Inc. and a m em ber

of the Diocesan Planned Giving

Com m ittee. He m ay be reached at

(902) 431-4066.

How  can  a w ill be
ch allen ged?  

A: It is th e job of an  executor to

h ave th e deceased’s will probated.

Probate is essen tially, th e legal proce-

dure for provin g th at a will is valid

an d establish in g wh o is en titled to

act as th e deceased’s executor.  

If a person  with  an  in terest  in  th e

deceased’s estate, wan ts to ch allen ge

th e valid ity of th e will, h e can  do

so by applyin g to Probate court  for

a citat ion  to th e executor to prove

th e will “in  solem n  form ”. Th e cita-

t ion  is n otice th at  th e valid ity of

th e will is bein g ch allen ged. It  gives

th e date, t im e an d court  before

wh ich  th e m atter will be h eard  an d

m ust be served on  all person s in ter-

ested in  th e estate. If th e executor

is un able to prove th at  th e will is

valid  th en  th e gran t of probate will

be revoked. 

What are the
grounds on w hich 
a w ill m ay be 
challenged?

A: A person  ch allen gin g th e validity

of a will m ust sh ow on e of th e fol-

lowin g:

1. Th e testator lacked testam en tary

capacity at th e tim e wh en  th e will

was m ade. In  oth er words, th e 

person  m akin g th e will was n ot

m en tally com peten t at th e tim e sh e

executed h er will. Wh en  a will is

ch allen ged on  th e groun ds of 

m en tal in capacity, th e executor or

th e person  probatin g th e will m ust

sh ow th at  th e testator un derstood

wh at sh e was doin g at th e tim e sh e

m ade h er will. Frequen tly th is will

in volve eviden ce from  doctors or

n urses wh o m ay h ave looked after

th e testator.

2. Th e form alities required to be m et

un der th e Wills Act (Nova Scotia)

were n ot m et. For exam ple, th e Wills

Act requires, am on g oth er th in gs,

th at a will m ust be sign ed by th e tes-

tator an d two witn esses in  th e pres-

en ce of each  oth er. In  addition , th e

testator m ust sign  th e will or

ackn owledge h is sign ature before th e

witn esses sign  th e will. If th ese

requirem en ts are n ot m et, th e will

can  be declared in valid.

3. Th ere was fraud, un due in fluen ce

or duress exercised on  th e testator at

th e tim e sh e executed h er will.  An

exam ple of un due in fluen ce would

be if som eon e put pressure on  or

forced th e testator to m ake out a will

so th at h e could ben efit from  it.

Fraud could be foun d if th e testator

sign ed th e will, but did so believin g

sh e was sign in g som eth in g else, such

as a deed to a property. In  cases

wh ere a will is ch allen ged on

groun ds of fraud or duress, th e court

m ay decide th at eith er th e wh ole

will or on ly th e part wh ich  ben efits

th e person  wh o exercised th e pres-

sure or com m itted th e fraud is

in valid.

Th e pain  was alm ost un bearable.

A dull bu t  in ten se ach e deep in

m y th igh  h ad started  at  m idn igh t.

By 3am  I foun d m yself writh in g on

th e ch esterfield , h avin g slipped out

of bed to save m y wife’s sleep .

Wh at could be wron g? Th at even in g

I h ad been  both ered by a discom fort

in  m y lower back, an d n ow th is.

Th e pain  seem ed to sn eer at  th e

pills I h ad taken  earlier. Sh ould  I

call an  am bulan ce? Wh at h appen s

if I can ’t  work because of th is? 

In  th e m orn in g with  m y wife, 

son , daugh ter an d dog watch in g

sym path etically, I t ried  to rise from

th e sofa with  as m uch  dign ity as 

I could  m uster. Th e exten t of m y

effort  was to take a few steps to a

n earby ch air, ben t over at th e waist,

un able to bear weigh t on  m y 

righ t foot.

Followin g an  em ergen cy visit  to m y

doctor wh o prescribed som e rath er

exotic pain  m edication , a CT scan ,

an d a visit  to an  orth opedic sur-

geon  th e diagn osis was a h ern iated

disk, th e secon d from  th e bottom

of m y spin e. Two m on th s later I am

able to walk with out a lim p, drive a

car an d do m ost activit ies with  th e

exception  of lift in g an d twistin g.

Surgery was n ot n ecessary as th e

disk sh ould  even tually m ove back

in to p lace.

Th ere is n oth in g like a sudden

h ealth  issue to sh arpen  on e’s focus

on  th e fu ture. Wh at if th is h ad

been  som eth in g m ore serious -

even  life th reaten in g? Wh at about

m y fam ily an d m y ch ildren ’s

fu ture? I am  th an kfu l th at  m y wife

an d I revised our wills a few years

ago. Th ey outlin e our wish es an d

our detailed  in struction s for th e

care of our sch ool-aged ch ildren .

We even  in volved th em  in  th e

plan n in g of our wills by askin g

th em  both  wh o th ey would wan t

to look after th em  in  th e even t 

of our death s. Th ey appreciated 

th e opportun ity to join  in  th e 

decision  process an d took com fort

in  kn owin g th at  all h as been  

taken  care of. 

Un fortun ately th ere are m an y 

fam ilies wh ere such  preparation s

are, at  best , a m en tal n ote to do

som eth in g som e day. Men tal n otes

are n ot legally bin din g an d sadly,

for som e, th at  day n ever arrives. 

A will is a real bargain  for th e 

ben efits an d peace of m in d it  

provides. As Ch ristian s, it is also is

a won derfu l opportun ity for us to

state our priorities th rough  a bequest 

supportin g our ch urch ’s m in istry. 

In  m y will I h ave in cluded several

m in istries im portan t to m e. As m y

ch ildren  are youn g th ese bequests

are con tin gen t on  m y ch ildren  n ot

survivin g m e; h opefully an  un likely

even t. As th ey grow up an d becom e

in depen den t I will revise m y will

m akin g th e bequests specific gifts. 

A will is a very flexible way to

rem em ber th ose causes im portan t

to you , as a will on ly takes effect

after your death . Un til th en  you

en joy fu ll an d com plete con trol

over your assets an d your cash  flow

is un affected.

Don ’t wait for a catastroph ic even t to

n udge you to a lawyer’s office. Talk

to your loved on es n ow about your

wish es an d th eirs. Th en  visit your

lawyer. You will be glad you did!

An Act  of Faith

Cigarette packages th ese days

carry warn in gs - som e with

gruesom e pictures. On e of th e

warn in gs is "Ch ildren  see, ch il-

dren  do". In  oth er words, ch il-

dren  can  p ick up  bad h abits

from  th eir paren ts.

However, th an kfu lly, we also

pick up a wh ole p ile of good

h abits an d exam ples from  our

paren ts. Obviously, in  Tan ya

Moxley's case sh e learn ed by

th e exam ple from  h er paren ts

Sue an d Bruce Moxley.  In  an

issue of our 1997 p lan n ed giv-

in g n ewsletter wh ich  featured

th eir acts of p lan n ed givin g,

th ey used a Bible passage to

sum  up th e idea of th eir gifts to

th e work of th e ch urch  as well

as to Dalh ousie Un iversity. In

quotin g from  Jerem iah  32 th ey

said  th at  p lan n ed givin g is an

act  of faith  - th at  th e Ch urch

h as a fu ture.

In  Jerem iah  32 th e Lord told

th e proph et Jerem iah  to buy h is

un cle's field  an d to keep th e

deed in  a safe p lace. Even

th ough  Jerem iah  kn ew th at

destruction  an d exile were

im m in en t, h e obeyed. His pur-

ch ase was an  act  of faith  th at

all th in gs are possible th rough

God. God would on e day brin g

th e people back to th eir prom -

ised lan d. Bruce an d Sue's gift

to th e Ch urch , like Jerem iah 's

purch ase, was an  act  of faith  in

th e fu ture m in istry of th e

Ch urch . 

Th eir daugh ter Tan ya's gift  is

also an  act  of faith  in  th e fu ture

m in istry of th e ch urch . It  h as

often  been  said  th at

"Ch rist ian ity is m ore caugh t

th an  taugh t". Here is a good

exam ple of a youn g person  giv-

in g us all h ope as sh e en vision s

a Ch urch  th at  will carry ou t

God 's call in to th e fu ture. 

Sincerely,

David Reid , 

Ch air of th e Plan n ed Givin g 

Sub-com m ittee

Q

Q

Q A&WILLS
D A V I D  R E I D

REP LY CO U P O N

Please send me:

q A free brochure on writing a will

q A quote on a Gift Plus Annuity

Name ___________________________________________________________________

Address__________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Postal Code _________________ Telephone __________________________________

Dates of Birth - for annuity quote M _______________

F _______________

Mail to:

The Planned Giving Office, Diocese of Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island

5732 College St., Halifax, NS  B3H 1X3

Michael is a partner in the

Halifax law firm of Burchell

Hayman Barnes. He currently

serves as a member of the

Diocesan Planned Giving

Subcommittee and is a former

warden of the Parish of Christ

Church, Dartmouth.

Don’t Wait for a Catastrophe

q Information on other ways of giving

q I have already remembered my 

church in my will

Charles L. O’Neil is the Diocesan

Planned Giving Consultant. He may

be reached at (902) 477.0105 or

through the Diocesan Synod Office.

parish budget , n., the means by which a parish 

notifies God of the limit of God’s grace in a given year.Supportin g your Ch urch  th rough
Life In suran ce 

by Michael W ood, Q.C.

Burchell Hayman Parish

Barristers & Solicitors

1801 Hollis Street, Suite 1800

Halifax, Nova Scotia

Canada  B3J 3N4

t. 902.423.6361

f. 902.420.9326

www.burchells.ca

    


