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Severalyears W allace Stevens - "Accuracy of observation is
of Art Emeritus, Juniata College
ago.Tbecam e theequivalentofaccuracy of thinking” - we
8002 Shively Road
Huntingdon, PA 16652 intrigued began m aking a series of life studies.render-
Email: jgaylordt@ yahoo.com wion Art ing sm allobjects from thenaturalw orld to
Formsin exact scale.later enlarging them by several
Nature,a factors.The first assignm ent wasto replicate
book ofdraw - one ofthem ostsculpturaloffoods - a picce
ingsby Ernst ofpopcorn - to scale.in porcelain.follow ed
Hacckel by ahollow version asa lidded con tainer
(1834-1919) six to eightincheshigh . and finally asa free-
depicting standing sculpture ecighteen incheshigh
m oicroscopic O therassignm entsincluded “Im probable
creatures Evolution.”in w hich participants selected
such as radiolarians (a type ofm arine Proto - tw o objects by touch from a container they
zoa).foram inifera.and diatom s.The exquisite couldn 't sce into,and then depicted how
structure of these m iniscule organism s en - onem ightevolve into the otherby form ing
gaged m e for theirsculpturaland aesthetic three to five separate objects sharing m orphed
qualities.as they havem any characteristics.Som ¢ of the

artists and architects,includ - choices w ere a lobster claw ,

in g Buckm inster Fuller. I de- seedpods,vertebrae,shells,

cided to teach an upper-level coral.pinecones,fossils,vol-

2, 11 Brosi Bradley

4, 7, 10 Rebecca DeGagne
9 Kelly Markel
]’5LynnRassel ture of Life Form s.” Since m any
8 Yumi Machino ofm y studentswere science

6 Amanda W inner
3 Kent Black

undergraduate class for non - canic artifacts.,and various

artm ajors called “The Sculp - wood anom alies such as knots
and roots.

Haeckelsdraw ingsofm a-
m ajors and theirexperience in - rinem icroorganism s provided
cluded facility w ith both hand- a rich array ofintricate struc-
building and w heel-throw ing turalcom ponentsperfectly
suited to replication in clay.

processes.they could already

“thin k in clay.” The form s of som e species of

Taking a cue from the poet m ossanim als.forexam ple.

devotion to that which transcends personal concerns and volition. - ALBERT
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lend them - ings,studen ts
selves to invented their S Frost,Robert."Tw o Tram ps
being throw n ow n form s.based on their fam iliarity w ith in M ud Tim eCOmplete
on the wheel the hundreds ofim ages of grow th principles Poemsq‘RobertFrost.(New
as hollow en - depicted in ArtFormsinNature,me saw York:Henry Holtand Com -
closed form s, the film Protel/ls..\hou(Hdeckel'slne and the pany,19509).
then cut w oay hisobservations ofthe radiolarians
apart so helped resolve his struggle betw een scien tific Haecke],Ernu,AﬂFOﬁ?’lS
theinterior and artistic vocations.For Haeckel,the analyt- inNamre.(M unich & New
space can icaland acsthetic were no longerpolaroppo- York:Prestel-Verlag,19098).
be further sites.In a sense,he had discovered the truth
articulated in Robert Frost’s lines: Lebrun,David.,director.
or joined Prote[/ts.(LosAngeles‘CA
w ith othersin a “close packing”colony.Juni- My objectin living hasbeen to unite Night Fire Film 5s,2004).
ata biologist Dr.Jay Hostler visited the class, m y avocation w ith m y vocation
helping usunderstand the nature ofthe crea- asm y two eyesm ake one in sight. Stevens., W allaccvapus
tures w hose lives depend on the exquisite ar- POSﬂ’lI/thOMS.(New York:
chitecturalsilica-based,m icrocrystalline Atthe conclusion ofthe class,m any of the Alfred A . Knopf,1977).
structures they create for pro- workswere exhibited in the

tection .He joined usin dis- entry to Juniata’'s Von Liebig

cussing why we findim ages of Center forthe Sciences.w here
such structures so aestheti- theenthusiasm they generated
cally com pelling.A s som eon e led thebiology departm ent to
in class said.“Com plex sym - purchase the pieces.as wellas
moetry in itselfis beautiful to others from sim ilar assign -
w itness.” Studying the cre- m ents,to form a perm anent
ations ofsingle-cell creatures collection of student-created
increased oursense ofwonder ceram ic sculpture w ith biolog-

allthe m ore. icalorigins.

Afterre-creating several

creatures from Haeckel’s draw -

EINSTEIN The future must enter you...long before it happens. - R M RILKE
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