
FAMI LY LAW 
 

•  Em ancipat ion of Minors  
Em ancipat ion of m inors pr ior to age 18  
 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

EMANCI PATI ON OF MI NORS 
 

Em ancipat ion is a legal procedure that  frees children from  the custody and cont rol of 
their  parents/ guardians before they reach the age of 18.   I f you becom e 

em ancipated, you will be able to do certain things without  your  parents’ consent ,  
such as:  
 

Sign a cont ract ;   
Consent  to m edical t reatm ent ;   

Apply for a work perm it ;   
Enroll in school or college. 

  
You also give up your r ight  to be supported by your parents!   
 

Even if you are em ancipated:   
 

You m ust  st ill at tend school;   
You cannot  get  m arr ied without  parental consent ;   
You will probably rem ain under Juvenile Court  j ur isdict ion, if you com m it  a cr im e.  

 
There are 3 ways to becom e em ancipated:   
 

1.  You can get  m arr ied. (This requires parental consent  and perm ission from  the  
Cour t . )   

2.  You can j oin the arm ed forces. (This requires parental consent  and 
acceptance by the serv ice.)   

3.  You can obtain a declarat ion of em ancipat ion from  a j udge.  
 
I f you wish to be declared em ancipated by a j udge, you m ust  convince the j udge 

that  you m eet  ALL of t he  follow ing requirem ent s:   
 

1.  You are at  least  14 years old;   
2.  You willingly want  to live separate and apart  from  your parents with the 

consent  or  acquiescence of your parents.  (Your parents do not  object  to you 

liv ing apart  from  them .)  
3.  You can m anage your own finances.  
4.  You have a source of incom e that  does not  com e from  any illegal act iv it y .   
5.  Em ancipat ion would not  be cont rary to your best  interests;  it  is good for you.  

 

TO GET EMANCI PATED  
  

You will need to com plete cer tain form s and f ile them  with the Court .  You can get  
blank form s from  the Court  Clerk’s office or from  the Judicial Council of California’s 
websit e at  www.court info.ca.gov/ form s .  The forms you m ust  fill out  are:   

www.courtinfo.ca.gov/forms


Pet it ion for  Declara t ion of Em ancipat ion of Minor , Order  Prescr ibing 

N ot ice , Declara t ion of Em ancipat ion, and Order  Denying Pet it ion ( MC-

3 0 0 ) ; 

  

Em ancipa t ion of  M inor- I ncom e and Expense Declara t ion ( MC- 3 0 6 ) ;  

 

Not ice  of Hear ing ( MC- 3 0 5 ) ;  

 

Declara t ion of  Em ancipat ion of  M inor  Aft er  Hear ing ( MC- 3 1 0 ) . 

  
You m ust  f ile a Pet it ion for  Em ancipat ion of Minor form  (MC- 300)  in  t he  count y  in  

w hich you live .  Only you m ay pet it ion the Court  for  em ancipat ion. You will be 
asked to provide a ver if iab le residence address. You m ust  also com plete and at tach 

to the pet it ion an Em ancipat ion of Minor- - I ncom e and Expense Declarat ion (MC-
306) .  
 
You will be required to pay a fee of $320.00 to f ile your em ancipat ion pet it ion. I f you 
cannot  afford to pay the f iling fee, you can f ile an applicat ion to have the fees 

waived, including an Applicat ion for  Waiver of Court  Fees and Costs form  and an 
Order on Applicat ion of Court  Fees and Costs form . Unless waived, you m ust  pay the 
filing fee as specified.  
 
For m ore inform at ion and inst ruct ions on filing and processing your request  for  

em ancipat ion, please consult  with an at torney or  refer  to the “Em ancipat ion 
Pam phlet ”  published by the Judicial Council of California, Form  MC- 301 (Jan. 1995) . 
The Em ancipat ion Pam phlet  can be obtained online at  www.court info.ca.gov/ form s .   
 

www.courtinfo.ca.gov/forms

