
Plot  St ructure

Plot  is the literary elem ent  that  describes the 
st ructure of a story. I t  shows the a causal 
arrangem ent  of events and act ions within a story. 



Freytag’s Pyram id

Freytag’s Pyram id uses a five-part  system  to 
describe a story’s plot .

This graphic organizer m atches the way stor ies 
are const ructed:  The clim ax is the high point , and 
it ’s surrounded by r ising and falling act ion.



Modified Freytag
Pyram id

Freytag’s Pyram id is often m odified so that  it  
extends slight ly before and after the pr im ary 
r ising and falling act ion. 

You m ight  think of this part  of the chart  as sim ilar 
to the warm -up and cool-down for the story.



Plot  St ructure Com ponents

Exposit ion: The start  of the 

story.  The way things are 

before the act ion starts.

Rising Act ion: the series of 

conflicts and cr isis in the story 

that  lead to the clim ax.

Clim ax: The turning point .  The 

m ost  intense m om ent  (either 

m entally or in act ion.

Falling Act ion: all of the 

act ion which follows the 

Clim ax.

Resolut ion: The conclusion, 

the tying together of all of 

the threads.


