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Form I-94/Arrival/Departure Record 
 

In order to increase efficiency, reduce operating costs, and streamline the admissions process, U.S. 

Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has automated the Form I-94 at air and seaports of entry. Except 

in limited circumstances, the paper Form I-94 will no longer be provided to you upon arrival. 
 

You will be provided with a CBP admission/entry stamp in your passport which should include your 

date of entry, port of entry, immigration status (i.e. F-1, J-1, etc.), and your status expiration date (i.e. 

D/S).  A printout of your Form I-94 can be obtained at www.cbp.gov/I94.  Official guidance on the 

automated Form I-94 can be found at www.cbp.gov/xp/cgov/travel/id_visa/i-94_instructions.  

 

If your Form I-94 (paper or electronic) and/or passport stamp (if you have one) are not marked 

correctly according to your status, you can request a correction if you are still at the port of 

entry.   
 

This is what your electronic Form I-94 will look like. 

 

 

http://www.cbp.gov/I94
http://www.cbp.gov/xp/cgov/travel/id_visa/i-94_instructions
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This automated version of your Form I-94 may be required by the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, 

Social Security Administration, Registry of Motor Vehicles, and other agencies as evidence of your lawful 

admission to the U.S. It is recommended that you print out a copy of your Form I-94 each time that you enter the 

U.S.  

Tips for Retrieving your Automated Form I-94 
 

Retrieving a copy of your Form I-94 may be challenging due to the multiple instances of data entry.  

You may need to try variations of the required data in order to locate your entry record.  

Below are some tips that may help: 

 

1. Make sure that all of the information that you enter is exact and complete 

2. Use the information on your visa first.  If your record cannot be found, use the information on 

your passport and then the information on your Form I-20/Form DS-2019 

3. Enter your first and middle name in the “First Name Field” 

4. Switch the order of the names 

5. Enter multiple first names or multiple last names without spaces  

6. Check for multiple passport numbers 

7. Some passport numbers may begin with the year in which the passport was issued causing the 

number to be too long for the passport number field.  Do not enter the year.  (For example, a 

Mexican passport that was issued in 2008 may have a passport number that starts with “08” 
followed by nine digits.  Try entering the passport number without the “08”) 

8. Check the classification designated on the visa and compare it to the classification on the 

admission stamp in the passport.  

9. Print your Form I-94 each time that you arrive in the U.S.   

10. Verify that the information that is noted on your automated Form I-94 is correct 

11. Keep a copy of your automated Form I-94 for your records 
 

If you are unable to locate and print your automated Form I-94 please contact the Slater International 

Center at 781-283-2082 and we will assist you.  
 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 

What is a Form I-94? 

The Form I-94 is the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Arrival/Departure Record issued to aliens who 

are admitted to the U.S.  A CBP officer generally attaches the Form I-94 to the non-immigrant visitor’s passport 
upon U.S. entry. The visitor must exit the U.S. on or before the departure date stamped on the Form I-94. 

 

How will the new I-94 automation impact international travelers’ entry to the U.S.? 

Form I-94 automation will not impact a traveler’s ability to enter the U.S. CBP will continue to create a       

Form I-94 record for all travelers who require one, but the paper form will be created in an electronic format and 

not provided to the traveler. If a traveler requires a paper version of the Form I-94, it will be available at 

www.cbp.gov/I94. 

 

Will CBP provide a traveler with any documentation or evidence showing status and time allowed in the 

U.S.? 

Yes. CBP will provide each traveler with an admission stamp that is annotated with date of admission, class of 

admission, and “ admitted until” date. The electronic arrival/departure record can be obtained at 

www.cbp.gov/I94. 
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Will travelers need to do anything differently when exiting the U.S.? How can they be sure their 

departure will be recorded properly with this new the Form I-94 automation process? 

Travelers will not need to do anything differently upon exiting the U.S. Travelers issued a paper Form I-94 

should surrender it to the airline, boat line, or CBP upon departure. The departure will be recorded electronically 

with information provided by the carrier or by CBP. If travelers did not receive a paper Form I-94 and the record 

was created electronically, CBP will record their departure using manifest information obtained from the carrier. 
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