
Glossary
 

I m portant  Notice: Prov isional Unlawful Presence Waivers – Applicants Must  Not ify

the Nat ional Visa Center– Learn More.  (Español -  pdf)

What  I s a "Spouse"?

The First  Step toward an I m m igrant  Visa:  Filing the Pet it ion

U.S.  Sponsor  Minim um  Age Requirem ent

I s Residence in the U.S.  Required for  the U.S.  Sponsor?

I f You Were an LPR and Are Now a U.S.  Cit izen:  Upgrading a Pet it ion

Next  Steps -  Fees,  Affidavit  of Support ,  and Visa Applicat ion

Fees

Required Docum entat ion

Visa I nterv iew

Rights and Protect ions -  Pam phlet

Medical Exam inat ion and Vaccinat ions

Vaccinat ion Requirem ents

What  I s Condit ional Residence?

How Long Does I t  Take?

I neligibilit ies for  Visas -  What  I f the Applicant  I s I neligible for  a Visa?

Misrepresentat ion of Mater ial Facts or  Fraud

When You Have Your  I m m igrant  Visa -  What  You Should Know

Enter ing the U.S.  -  Por t  of Entry

How to Apply for  a Social Secur ity  Num ber  Card

Addit ional I nform at ion

General Visa Quest ions

W hat I s a "Spouse"?

A spouse is a legally  wedded husband or  wife.

Merely  liv ing together  does not  qualify  a m arr iage for  im m igrat ion.

Com m on- law spouses m ay qualify  as spouses for  im m igrat ion purposes depending on the laws of

the country  where the com m on- law m arr iage occurs.

I n cases of polygam y,  only  the first  spouse m ay qualify  as a spouse for  im m igrat ion.

Sam e-sex m arr iages are not  recognized by im m igrat ion law for  the purpose of im m igrat ing to

the U.S.

The First  Step tow ard an I m m igrant  Visa: Filing the Pet it ion
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The first  step is to file a Pet it ion for  Alien Relat ive,  Form  I -130,  with the Depar tm ent  of Hom eland

Secur ity,  U.S.  Cit izenship and I m m igrat ion Serv ices (USCI S)  for  your  spouse (husband or  wife)  to

im m igrate to the United States.  For  inst ruct ions on how to file a pet it ion,  including where you

should send the pet it ion,  see the USCI S website.

I n cer tain circum stances,  a U.S.  cit izen liv ing abroad can file an im m igrant  v isa pet it ion outside of

the United States.  Review Filing I m m igrant  Pet it ions Outside the United States to learn m ore.

U.S. Sponsor Minim um  Age Requirem ent

There is no m inim um  age for  a U.S.  sponsor  (pet it ioner )  to file a pet it ion for  a spouse.  However,

you m ust  be at  least  18 years of age and have a residence (dom icile)  in the U.S.  before you can

sign the Affidav it  of Suppor t  (Form  I -864 or  I -864EZ).  This form  is required for  an im m igrant  v isa

for  a spouse and other  relat ives of U.S.  sponsors.

I s Residence in the U.S. Required for  the U.S. Sponsor?

Yes.  As a U.S.  sponsor / pet it ioner,  you m ust  m aintain your  pr incipal residence (also called dom icile)

in the U.S.,  which is where you plan to live for  the foreseeable future.  Liv ing in the U.S.  is required

for  a U.S.  sponsor  to file the Affidav it  of Suppor t ,  w ith few except ions.  To learn m ore,  rev iew the

Affidavit  of Support  ( I -864 or  I -864EZ)  I nst ruct ions.

I f You W ere an LPR and Are Now  a U.S. Cit izen: Upgrading a Pet it ion

I f you filed a pet it ion for  your  spouse when you were a lawful perm anent  resident  (LPR),  and you

are now a U.S.  cit izen,  you m ust  upgrade the pet it ion from  fam ily  second preference (F2)  to

im m ediate relat ive ( I R) .  You can do this by sending proof of your  U.S.  cit izenship to the Nat ional

Visa Center  (NVC).  You should send:

A copy of the biodata page of your  U.S.  passport ;  or

A copy of your  cer t ificate of naturalizat ion

I m portant  Notice: I f you are now a U.S.  cit izen,  you m ust  file separate im m igrant  v isa pet it ions

for  each of your  children.  I f you upgrade a fam ily  second preference (F2)  pet it ion for  your  spouse

and you did not  file separate pet it ions for  your  children when you were a lawful perm anent  resident

(LPR),  you m ust  do so now.  A child does not  receive der ivat ive status in an im m ediate relat ive ( I R)

pet it ion.  This is different  from  the fam ily  second preference (F2)  pet it ion where a child is included

in his/ her  parent 's F2 pet it ion.  A child is not  included as a der ivat ive in his/ her  parent 's I R pet it ion.

Children born abroad after  you becam e a U.S.  cit izen m ay qualify  for  U.S.  cit izenship.  They should

apply for  U.S.  passpor ts.  The consular  officer  will determ ine whether  your  child is a U.S.  cit izen and

can have a passport .  I f the consular  officer  determ ines your  child is not  U.S.  cit izen,  the child m ust

apply for  an im m igrant  v isa if he/ she wants to live in the U.S.

Next  Steps -  Fees, Affidavit  of Support , and Visa Applicat ion

After  USCI S approves the pet it ion,  it  is sent  to the Nat ional Visa Center  (NVC).  Once received,  the

NVC will assign a case num ber  for  the pet it ion and send the Choice of Address and Agent  form  to
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the applicant ,  if an at torney or  agent  will be used.  (NOTE:  I f you already have an at torney,  the

NVC will not  send you this form .)  NVC will begin pre-processing the applicant ’s case by prov iding

the applicant  and pet it ioner  with inst ruct ions to subm it  the appropr iate fees.  After  the appropr iate

fees are paid,  the NVC will request  that  the applicant  subm it  the necessary  im m igrant  v isa

docum ents,  including the Affidavit  of Support ,  applicat ion form s,  civ il docum ents,  and m ore.  Learn

m ore about  Nat ional Visa Center v isa case processing.

Fees

Fees are charged for  the following serv ices:

Filing an im m igrant  Pet it ion for  Alien Relat ive,  Form  I -130 ( this fee is charged by USCI S) .  

Processing an im m igrant  v isa applicat ion,  Form  DS-230 or  DS-260 (see Note  below)

Medical exam inat ion and required vaccinat ions (costs vary)

Other  costs m ay include:  t ranslat ions;  photocopy ing charges;  fees for  obtaining the docum ents

you need for  the im m igrant  v isa applicat ion (such as passpor t ,  police cer t ificates,  bir th

cer t ificates,  etc. ) ;  and expenses for  t ravel to the U.S.  em bassy or  consulate for  your  v isa

interv iew.  Costs vary  from  count ry  to country  and case to case.

For  current  fees for  Depar tm ent  of State serv ices,  see Fees for  Visa Serv ices.  For  cur rent  fees for

USCI S serv ices,  see Check Filing Fees on the USCI S website.

Note: Fees m ust  be paid for  each intending im m igrant ,  regardless of age,  and are not  refundable.

Fees should not  be paid to the NVC or  paid at  the U.S.  em bassy or  consulate where you have your

v isa interv iew unless specifically  requested.  Applicants will be provided with inst ruct ions by the NVC

on where and when to pay the appropr iate fees.  These inst ruct ions are also available on NVC's

I m m igrant  Visa Processing webpage.  Do not  send paym ents to the NVC’s address in Por tsm outh,

New Ham pshire.

Required Docum entat ion

I n general,  the following docum ents are required:

Passport ( s)  valid for  60 days beyond the expirat ion date pr inted on the im m igrant  v isa

Aff idavit  of  Support  ( I -864,  I -864A,  I -864 EZ,  or  I -864W, as appropr iate)  from  the

pet it ioner / U.S.  sponsor.

Applicat ion for  I m m igrant Visa and Alien Registrat ion ,  Form  DS-230,  both Par t  I  and Par t

I I ,  or  Online I m m igrant Visa Applicat ion and Registrat ion ,  Form  DS-260  ( NOTE: Form

DS- 2 6 0  is a new  online applicat ion form . I t  is current ly  in use for  im m igrant  v isa

applicants w hose cases m eet certain cr iter ia .  Review  Online I m m igrant Visa Form s to

learn w hether you m ust com plete the online DS- 2 6 0  form .)

Tw o ( 2 )  2 x2  photographs.  See the required photo form at  explained in Photograph

Requirem ents.

Civil Docum ents for  the applicant .  See Docum ents the Applicant  Must  Subm it  for  m ore specific

inform at ion about  docum entat ion requirem ents,  including inform at ion on which docum ents m ay

need to be t ranslated.  The consular  officer  m ay ask for  m ore inform at ion dur ing your  v isa

interv iew.  I f not  already subm it ted to the NVC, br ing clear,  legible photocopies of civ il

docum ents,  such as bir th and m arr iage cer t ificates,  and any required t ranslat ions to your

Immigrant Visa for a Spouse of a U.S. Citizen (IR1 or CR1) http://travel.state.gov/visa/immigrants/types/types_2991.html

3 of 6 7/9/2013 2:31 PM

visited on 7/9/2013



im m igrant  v isa interv iew.  Or iginal docum ents and t ranslat ions can then be returned to you.

Com pleted Medical Exam inat ion Form s – These are prov ided by the panel physician after  you

have com pleted your  m edical exam inat ion and vaccinat ions (see below) .

Visa I nterview

Once the NVC determ ines the file is com plete with all the required docum ents,  they schedule the

applicant ’s interv iew appointm ent .  NVC then sends the file,  containing the applicant ’s pet it ion and

the docum ents listed above,  to the U.S.  em bassy or  consulate where the applicant  will be

interv iewed for  a v isa.  The applicant ,  pet it ioner,  at torney,  and third-par ty  agent ,  if applicable,  will

receive appointm ent  em ails,  or  let ters ( if no em ail address if available) ,  containing the date and

t im e of the applicant 's v isa interv iew along with inst ruct ions,  including guidance for  obtaining a

m edical exam inat ion.

Applicants should br ing their  valid passpor ts,  as well as any other  docum entat ion above not  already

provided to NVC, to their  v isa interv iews.  Dur ing the interv iew process,  ink- free,  digital fingerpr int

scans will be taken.  Generally,  applicants will receive their  or iginal civ il docum ents and or iginal

t ranslat ions back at  the t im e of interv iew.

Rights and Protect ions –  Pam phlet

You should read the Rights and Protect ions pam phlet  before your  v isa interv iew to learn about  your

r ights in the United States relat ing to dom est ic v iolence,  sexual assault ,  and child abuse and

protect ion available to you.  The consular  officer  will verbally  sum m ar ize the pam phlet  to you

dur ing your  interv iew.

Medical Exam inat ion and Vaccinat ions

I m portant  Notice: I n prepar ing for  your  interv iew,  you will need to schedule and com plete your

m edical exam inat ion and any required vaccinat ions before your  v isa interv iew.   Before an

im m igrant  v isa can be issued,  every  applicant ,  regardless of age,  m ust  undergo a m edical

exam ination w hich  m ust be perform ed  by an authorized panel physician.  Applicants are

provided inst ruct ions by NVC regarding m edical exam inat ions,  including inform at ion on author ized

panel physicians.  See Medical Exam inat ion for  m ore inform at ion,  including a list  of panel physicians

by country,  and frequent ly  asked quest ions.

Vaccinat ion Requirem ents

U.S.  im m igrat ion law requires im m igrant  v isa applicants to obtain cer tain vaccinat ions pr ior  to the

issuance of im m igrant  v isas.  See Vaccinat ion Requirem ents for  I V Applicants for  the list  of required

vaccinat ions and addit ional inform at ion.

W hat I s Condit ional Residence?

I f you have been m arr ied for  less than two years when your  foreign cit izen spouse enters the

United States on an im m igrant  v isa,  his or  her  perm anent  resident  status is considered
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“condit ional.”  The im m igrant  v isa is a condit ional resident  (CR) v isa,  not  an im m ediate relat ive ( I R)

v isa.

You and your  spouse m ust  apply  together  to USCI S to rem ove the condit ional status within the

ninety  days before the two-year  anniversary  of your  spouse’s entry  into the United States on his or

her  im m igrant  v isa.  The two-year  anniversary  date of ent ry  is the date of expirat ion on the alien

regist rat ion card (green card) .  See Rem ove Condit ions on Perm anent  Residence Based on Marr iage

on the USCI S website.

How  Long Does I t  Take?

The length of t im e var ies from  case to case and cannot  be predicted for  indiv idual cases with any

accuracy.  Som e cases are delayed because applicants do not  follow inst ruct ions carefully.

Som et im es the U.S.  sponsor,  or  pet it ioner,  cannot  m eet  Affidavit  of Support  requirem ents.  Som e

visa applicat ions require fur ther  adm inist rat ive processing,  which takes addit ional t im e after  the

v isa applicant ’s interv iew by a consular  officer.

I neligibilit ies for  Visas -  W hat  I f the Applicant  I s I neligible for  a Visa?

Certain condit ions and act iv it ies m ay m ake an applicant  ineligible for  a v isa.  Exam ples of these

ineligibilit ies include:  drug t raffick ing;  overstay ing a prev ious v isa;  and subm it t ing fraudulent

docum ents.  I f you are ineligible for  a v isa,  you will be inform ed by the consular  officer  and adv ised

whether  there is a waiver  of the ineligibility  available to you and what  the waiver  process is.

Classes of Aliens I neligible to Receive Visas contains the com plete list  of ineligibilit ies.

Misrepresentat ion of Material Facts or Fraud

At tem pt ing to obtain a v isa by the willful m isrepresentat ion of a m ater ial fact  or  fraud m ay result  in

you becom ing perm anent ly  ineligible to receive a U.S.  v isa or  enter  the United States.

W hen You Have Your I m m igrant  Visa -  W hat  You Should Know

I f you are issued an im m igrant  v isa,  the consular  officer  will give you your  passpor t  containing the

im m igrant  v isa and a sealed packet  containing the docum ents which you provided.  I t  is im por tant

that  you do not  open the sealed packet .  Only the U.S.  im m igrat ion official should open this

packet  when you enter  the United States.  You are required to enter  the United States before the

expirat ion date pr inted on your  v isa.  When t raveling,  the pr im ary (or  pr incipal)  applicant  m ust

enter  the United States before or  at  the sam e t im e as fam ily  m em bers holding v isas.

I f  you receive your im m igrant v isa on or  af ter  February 1 ,  2 0 1 3 ,  you m ust  pay the USCI S

I m m igrant  Fee to the U.S.  Cit izenship and I m m igrat ion Serv ices (USCI S)  after  you receive your

im m igrant  v isa and before you t ravel to the United States.  Select  USCI S I m m igrant  Fee on the

USCI S website for  m ore inform at ion.

I m portant  Notice: USCI S w ill not  issue a Perm anent Resident  Card ( Form  I - 5 5 1  or  Green

Card)  until you have paid the fee.
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Entering the U.S. -  Port  of Entry

A visa allow s a foreign cit izen to t ravel to the U.S.  port  of  entry and request  perm ission

to enter  the U.S.  Applicants should be aw are that  a  visa does not  guarantee entry into

the U.S.  The DHS, U.S.  Custom s and Border  Protect ion (CBP) officials have author ity  to perm it  or

deny adm ission to the U.S.  Travelers should rev iew im portant  inform at ion about  adm issions and

ent ry  requirem ents on the CBP website under  Travel.  Once you have been adm it ted to the U.S.  as

a perm anent  resident ,  your  Perm anent  Resident  Card,  Form  I -551 ( form er ly  called Alien

Regist rat ion Card,  also known as green card)  w ill be m ailed to you.

How  to Apply for  a Social Security Num ber Card

I f you elected on your  im m igrant  v isa applicat ion form  to receive your  Social Secur ity  Num ber

Card upon adm ission to the United States as an im m igrant ,  your  card will be sent  v ia m ail to the

U.S.  address you designated on your  applicat ion form ,  and should ar r ive approx im ately six  weeks

following your  adm ission.  I f you did not  elect  to receive your  Social Secur ity  Num ber Card

autom at ically,  you will have to apply to be issued a card following your  ar r ival in the United States.

To learn about  apply ing for  a Social Secur ity  Num ber Card,  v isit  the Social Secur ity  Adm inist rat ion

website.

Addit ional I nform at ion

I m m igrant  v isa applicants should not  m ake any final t ravel ar rangem ents,  dispose of proper ty,  or

give up jobs unt il and unless v isas are issued.  Som e v isa applicat ions require fur ther  adm inist rat ive

processing,  which takes addit ional t im e after  the v isa applicant 's interv iew by a consular  officer.  An

im m igrant  v isa is generally  valid for  six  m onths from  the issuance date.

General Visa Quest ions

Before subm it t ing your  inquiry,  we request  that  you carefully  rev iew this website for  answers to

your  quest ions.  Because of the volum e of inquir ies,  we cannot  prom ise an im m ediate reply  to

your  inquiry.

I f your  inquiry  concerns a v isa case in progress overseas,  you should first  contact  the U.S.

em bassy or  consulate handling your  case for  status inform at ion.  Select  U.S.  Em bassy or

Consulate to find contact  inform at ion.

You can find contact  inform at ion for  the Office of Visa Serv ices,  Public I nquir ies Div ision at  How

to Contact  Us.
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