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TO ______________________________________________________ (parent of minor child) and to all persons claiming 

to be the parent of the minor child whose name is:________________________________________________________. 

 

By order of this Court you are cited and you may/shall appear before a judge of the Ventura County Superior Court in 

courtroom ____________________, located at ____________________________________________ on the date of 

_________________________ at ____________      a.m.     p.m., to show cause, if you have any reason why the 

minor child should not be declared free from the custody and control of her/his parent(s), according to the petition filed 

under Family Code section 7800 et seq. 

 

    The petition to declare the child free from the custody and control of a parent has been filed for the purpose of freeing 

the minor child for adoption. 

 

You have the right to be represented by counsel. If you appear without counsel, and are unable to afford counsel, upon 

your request, the court shall appoint counsel to represent you. The court may appoint counsel to represent the minor, 

whether or not the minor can afford counsel.  

 

Private counsel appointed by the court shall be paid a reasonable sum for compensation and expenses, in an amount to 

be determined by the court and which amount shall be paid by the parties, other than the child, in proportions the court 

deems just. However, if a party is unable to afford counsel, the amount shall be paid out of the county’s general fund. 

 

The court may continue the proceeding for not to exceed 30 days as necessary to appoint counsel and to enable  

counsel to become acquainted with the case.  
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