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t h a t  g r a de  c r oss in gs  a r e  da n ger ou s , a n d
t h ey  h a ve  l e ft  i t  a t  t h a t .  R S AF E  wi l l
t a k e  t h e  4.3 cen t s  pe r  ga l lon  d ie se l  fu e l
t a x  t h a t  r a i l r oa ds  cu r r en t ly  pa y  t o -
wa r ds  de fi c i t  r edu c t ion  a n d  t r a n sfe r  i t
i n t o  t h e  Depa r t m en t  o f T r a n spor t a t ion
S ec t ion  130 Gr a de  Cr oss in g  S a fe t y  p r o-
gr a m . T h i s  m on ey  wi l l  t h en  be  d i s t r ib -
u t ed  t o  t h e  S t a t e s  on  a  fo r m u la  ba s i s .

Ba sed  on  e s t im a t es  o f r a i l r oa ds’ t a x
r ece ip t s , R S AF E  wi l l  a dd  a ppr ox i -
m a t e ly  $125 m i l l ion  o r  m or e  t o  t h e  cu r -
r en t  $150 m i l l ion  in  t h e  S ec t ion  130 p r o-
gr a m . T h er e for e , a m on g  o t h e r  t h in gs ,
R S AF E  wi l l  g ive  S t a t e s  m u ch  m or e
a b i l i t y  t o  con s t r u c t  ga t e s  a t  g r a de
c r oss in gs , deve lop  a n d  a cqu i r e  n ew
t ech n ology  t h a t  cou ld  se r ve  a s  a l t e r -
n a t ives  t o  wh i s t l e -b lowin g  a n d  gen -
e r a l ly  r em ove  h a za r ds  a t  g r a de  c r oss -
in gs .

R S AF E  a l so  m a n da t es  t h a t  5 pe r cen t
of t h e  n ew fu n d in g  wi l l  be  spen t  fo r
edu ca t ion  a n d  a wa r en ess  ca m pa ign s ,
su ch  a s  Oper a t ion  L i fe sa ve r . Oper a t ion
L i fesa ve r  wor k s  wi t h  loca l  l a w en for ce -
m en t  o ffi c i a l s  a n d  o t h e r s  t o  m a k e  pe -
des t r i a n s  a n d  m ot or i s t s  a wa r e  o f t h e
da n ger s  a t  g r a de  c r oss in gs . R S AF E
a lso  pu t s  10 pe r cen t  o f t h e  n ew fu n d in g
t owa r ds  u pgr a d in g  r a i l -t o -r a i l  c r oss -
in gs . T h e  da n ger  posed  wh en  t wo
fr e igh t  t r a in s  co l l ide  o r  wh en  a  com -
m u t e r  t r a in  co l l ides  wi t h  a  fr e igh t
t r a in  a r e  im m ea su r a b le  in  l ives  a n d  en -
v i r on m en t a l  cos t s .

S in ce  r a i l r oa d  c r oss in g  sa fe t y  i s
o ft en  a  loca l  a n d  S t a t e  i s su e , R S AF E
m a n da t es  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e s  pa y  a t  l ea s t
a  20 pe r cen t  sh a r e  o f a n y  p r o jec t  fi -
n a n ced  wi t h  fu n ds  u n der  t h i s  b i l l .  I
t h in k  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a  sm a l l  p r i ce  fo r  t h e
S t a t e s  t o  pa y  fo r  t h e  sa fe t y  o f t h e i r
c i t i zen s .

T h e  r a i l r oa ds  o ft en  a r gu e  t h a t  t h e  4.3
cen t  pe r  ga l lon  t a x  i s  u n fa i r ,  t h a t  t h ey
m a in t a in  t h e i r  own  in fr a s t r u c t u r e  u n -
l ik e  t h e  t r u ck in g  in du s t r y . Bu t  I  t h in k
i t  even  m or e  u n fa i r  t h a t  t h e  t a xes  go
t o  de fi c i t  r edu c t ion  in s t ea d  o f a  p r o-
gr a m  t h a t  ben e fi t s  t h e  r a i l r oa ds  a n d
pu bl i c  sa fe t y . T h a t  i s  wh a t  R S AF E
does . I t  pu t s  r a i l r oa d  m on ey  ba ck  in t o
t h e  r a i l r oa ds  fo r  t h e  ben e fi t  o f t h e  pu b-
l i c .

In  a dd i t ion , a ft e r  5 y ea r s  o f in c r ea sed
in ves t m en t  in  g r a de  c r oss in g  sa fe t y ,
R S AF E  r epea l s  t h e  4.3-cen t  d i e se l  t a x
on  Oc t obe r  1, 2004. Hopefu l ly , Con gr ess
wi l l  con t in u e  t h e  h igh e r  fu n d in g  fo r
t h e  S ec t ion  130 p r ogr a m  in  t h e  n ex t
h igh wa y  a n d  t r a n spor t a t ion  r ea u t h or -
i za t ion  b i l l .  However , u n t i l  t h en , eve r y
da y  t h a t  t h e  t a x  goes  t owa r ds  de fi c i t
r edu c t ion  i s  a  da y  t h a t  s t a t i s t i c s  t e l l
u s  som eon e  wi l l  d i e  a t  a  r a i l r oa d  c r oss -
in g . In  1998, 428 peop le  d ied  fr om  a n  in -
c iden t  a t  a  g r a de  c r oss in g , 30 o f wh om
died  in  m y  h om e  S t a t e  o f I l l i n o i s .
Clea r ly , 428 dea t h s  in  1 y ea r  i s  u n a c -
cep t a b le .

S o  I  sa y  t o  m y  co l l ea gu es  a n d  t o
t h ose  in  t h e  r a i l r oa d  com m u n i t y :

P lea se  wor k  wi t h  Con gr essm a n
CR AME R a n d  m e  t o  pa ss  t h i s  l eg i s l a t ion
so  t h a t  ea ch  da y  we  wi l l  n o t  see  a n -
o t h e r  l i fe  pe r i sh  du e  t o  ou r  own  in a c -
t iv i t y  a n d  in a c t ion .

T h e  S P E AKE R  pr o  t em por e . Un der  a
pr ev iou s  o r de r  o f t h e  Hou se , t h e  gen t l e -
wom a n  fr om  t h e  Dis t r i c t  o f Colu m bia
(Ms. NOR T ON) i s  r ecogn ized  fo r  5 m in -
u t e s .

(Ms. NOR T ON a ddr essed  t h e  Hou se .
Her  r em a r k s  wi l l  a ppea r  h e r ea ft e r  in
t h e  E x t en s ion s  o f R em a r k s .)

f

T h e  S P E AKE R  pr o  t em por e . Un der  a
pr ev iou s  o r de r  o f t h e  Hou se , t h e  gen -
t l em a n  fr om  I l l in o i s  (Mr . R US H) i s  r ec -
ogn ized  fo r  5 m in u t es .

(Mr . R US H a ddr essed  t h e  Hou se . Hi s
r em a r k s  wi l l  a ppea r  h e r ea ft e r  in  t h e
E xt en s ion s  o f R em a r k s .)

f

CHINA HAS  YE T  T O E AR N
P R E F E R E NT IAL  T R ADE  S T AT US

T h e  S P E AKE R  pr o  t em por e . Un der  a
pr ev iou s  o r de r  o f t h e  Hou se , t h e  gen -
t l em a n  fr om  Oh io  (Mr . B R OWN) i s  r ec -
ogn ized  fo r  5 m in u t es .

Mr . BR OWN of Oh io . Mr . S pea k e r , 10
y ea r s  a go  t h i s  week  Ch in a ’s  Com -
m u n is t  d i c t a t o r sh ip  sen t  i t s  t a n k s  a n d
a r m or ed  ca r r i e r s  c r a sh in g  t h r ou gh  t h e
pr odem ocr a cy  p r o t e s t s  in  T ia n a n m en
S qu a r e  in  Be i j in g . Hu n dr eds  o f in n o-
cen t  p r o t e s t e r s  wer e  c r u sh ed  t o  dea t h ,
h u n dr eds  m or e  wer e  m owed down  by
m a ch in e  gu n s , h u n dr eds  m or e  wer e  a r -
r e s t ed  a n d  execu t ed .

T h e  m en  a n d  wom en  wh o  los t  t h e i r
l ives  in  Be i j in g  a n d  t h e  on es  wh o  r e -
m a in  j a i l ed  a r e  t h e  h e i r s  t o  t h e  l ega cy
of ou r  F ou n din g  F a t h e r s . T h ey  qu o t ed
T h om a s  J e ffe r son , t h ey  bu i l t  a  m on u -
m en t  fa sh ion ed  a ft e r  ou r  S t a t u e  o f L ib-
e r t y , t h ey  look  t o  t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  a s
a  bea con  of h ope  a n d  o f fr eedom . In  t h e
Un i t ed  S t a t e s , t h e  n a t ion  wh ich  t h e
t h ou sa n ds  o f dea d  a t  T ia n a n m en  h oped
t o  em u la t e , i s  on ce  a ga in  codd l in g  t h e
sa m e  d ic t a t o r s  wh o  h a d  t h em  m u r de r ed
by  r en ewin g  Ch in a ’s  a n n u a l  t r a de  p r iv i -
l eges . Aft e r  a l l ,  t h e  lu r e  o f on e  b i l l ion
Ch in ese  low-wa ge  wor k e r s  i s  t h e  ca t a -
ly s t  o f ou r  Ch in a  po l i cy .

T h in k  a bou t  i t : n o  pesk y  u n ion s , n o
m in im u m  wa ge  l a ws , n o  l a bor  s t a n d-
a r ds , n o  e ffec t ive  cou r t  sy s t em  t o  sca r e
a wa y  in ves t o r s . T h e  po t en t i a l  fo r  p r of-
i t ,  r ega r d le ss  o f h u m a n  r igh t s  fo r
Am er ica n  cor por a t ion s , i s  en or m ou s .
Aft e r  a l l ,  Wa l l  S t r ee t  ba n k er s  cou ld
n o t  ca r e  l e ss  i f t h e  sh e lves  a t  t h e  L o-
r a in , Oh io , K-Ma r t  a r e  l in ed  wi t h  goods
m a n u fa c t u r ed  by  Ch in ese  s l a ve  l a bor .
T h e  l a wy er s  in  Wa sh in g t on  cou ld  n o t
ca r e  l e ss  i f Ch in ese  wor k e r s  a r e  im pr i s -
on ed  fo r  t r y in g  t o  fo r m  u n ion s .

Win  J in gsh a n g , a  dem ocr a cy  a c t iv i s t
wh o  spen t  n ea r ly  t wo  deca des  in  a  Ch i -
n ese  p r i son , t o ld  m e  t h a t  Am er ica n
cor por a t e  execu t ives , n o t  Ch in ese  sp ie s
bu t  Am er ica n  cor por a t e  execu t ives , a r e
t h e  va n gu a r d  o f t h e  Ch in ese  Com -
m u n is t  P a r t y  r evo lu t ion  in  t h e  Un i t ed
S t a t e s .

I t  sh ou ld  bo t h e r  u s , a l l  o f u s , t h a t  ex-
a c t ly  10 y ea r s  a ft e r  t h e  s l a u gh t e r  o f
t h ose  dem on s t r a t o r s  in  T ia n a n m en
S qu a r e  t h a t  Am er ica n  CE O’s  a c t ive ly
r oa m  t h e  gover n m en t  cor r idor s  o f t h e
Ch in ese  Com m u n is t  P a r t y  d ic t a t o r -

sh ip . I t  sh ou ld  bo t h e r  a l l  o f u s  t h a t
a ft e r  ca vor t in g  wi t h  t h e  bu t ch e r s  o f
Be i j in g , t h ese  Am er ica n  CE Os
s t r ea m ed  in t o  R on a ld  R ea ga n  Na t ion a l
Ai r por t  t o  a r gu e  fo r  con t in u ed  fa vor s ,
con t in u ed  t r a de  a dva n t a ges  fo r  t h e
wor ld ’s  wor se  a bu se r  o f h u m a n  r igh t s .
I t  sh ou ld  bo t h e r  a l l  o f u s  t h a t  t h e  b r u -
t a l  n a t u r e  o f Ch in a ’s  Com m u n is t  r e -
g im e  i s  t o t a l ly  ign or ed  by  a l l  t oo  m a n y
in  Am er ica ’s  bu s in ess  com m u n i t y .

T h e  h a r sh  r ea l i t y  i s  t h a t  t h e  on goin g
gen oc ide  in  T ibe t , con t in u ed  a r r e s t ,
a n d  t o r t u r e  o f dem ocr a cy  a c t iv i s t s ,
p r o l i fe r a t ion  o f n u c lea r  t ech n o logy  t o
Nor t h  Kor ea , n on e  o f t h a t  m a t t e r s  ve r y
m u ch  t o  t oo  m a n y  peop le  in  Am er ica ’s
bu s in ess  com m u n i t y . T o  t h i s  I  sa y , t h e
m ost  e ffec t ive  wa y  t o  t ou gh en  ou r  r e l a -
t ion sh ip  wi t h  Ch in a  i s  t o  den y  i t  spe -
c ia l  t r a d in g  p r iv i l eges .

E ver y  y ea r  I  a n d  o t h e r s  in  t h i s  body
h a ve  p r odded  t h e  a dm in i s t r a t ion  a n d
t h e  R epu bl i ca n  l ea de r sh ip  t o  fo r ce
Ch in a  t o  im pr ove  i t s  beh a v ior  be for e
g iv in g  i t  p r e fe r en t i a l  t r a de  s t a t u s .
T h ese  ben e fi t s  g ive  Ch in a ’s  Com m u n is t
P a r t y  d ic t a t o r s  b i l l i on s  a n d  b i l l ion s  o f
do l l a r s , l a s t  y ea r  i t  wa s  60 b i l l ion  t o  be
pr ec i se , a n d  t h e  com m er c ia l  t ech -
n o logy  n eeded  t o  m oder n ize  t h e  P eo-
p le ’s  L ibe r a t ion  Ar m y . Ye t  ea ch  y ea r
t h e  sa m e  GOP , t h e  sa m e  R epu bl i ca n
Mem ber s  o f Con gr ess  wh o  a r e  t h e  lou d-
es t  in  t h e i r  c r i t i c i sm  of t h e  Cl in t on  a d-
m in i s t r a t ion  a n d  i t s  Ch in a  po l i cy  t u r n
a r ou n d  beca u se  o f cor por a t e  bu s in ess
in flu en ce  in  t h i s  body , t u r n  a r ou n d  a n d
g ive  Be i j in g  p r e fe r en t i a l  t r a de  s t a t u s .

Mr . Ch a i r m a n , wh a t  we  n eed  t o  do
befor e  g r a n t in g  spec ia l  t r a de  s t a t u s  t o
t h e  Com m u n is t  Ch in ese  i s  t o  con d i t ion
t h e i r  beh a v ior  on  som et h in g  o t h e r  t h a n
wh a t  t h ey  sa y . I ,  fo r  on e , a m  wea r y  o f
con t in u ed  Ch in ese  Com m u n is t  p r om -
i ses  t h a t  t h ey  wi l l  beh a ve , t h ey  wi l l
p l a y  fa i r ,  t h ey  wi l l  s t op  h u m a n  r igh t s
a bu ses , t h ey  wi l l  en d  ch i ld  l a bor , t h ey
wi l l  s t op  fo r ced  a bor t ion s , t h ey  wi l l
beg in  t o  beh a ve , t h ey  wi l l  s t op  se l l in g
n u c lea r  t ech n o logy  t o  r ogu e  n a t ion s ,
t h a t  t h ey  wi l l  beg in  t o  p la y  by  t h e
r u le s .

I t  wa s  Ma o , qu o t in g  S ovie t  l ea de r
L en in , wh o  l ik ed  t o  s t a t e  p r om ises  a r e
l ik e  p ie  c r u s t s , t h ey  a r e  m a de  t o  be
br ok en .

Mr . S pea k e r , I  a sk  t h e  a dm in i s t r a -
t ion , I  a sk  t h e  P r es iden t , I  a sk  R epu b-
l i ca n  l ea de r sh ip  in  t h i s  body , I  a sk  t h e
Am er ica n  bu s in ess  com m u n i t y , a l l  o f
wh om  a r e  fa r  t oo  s t r on g ly  su ppor t ive
of t h e  Wor ld  T r a de  Or ga n iza t ion  en t r y
for  Ch in a , I  a sk  t h em  t o  s t ep  ba ck  a n d
le t  u s  see  i f Ch in a  ca n  beh a ve  fo r  1
y ea r . We  sh ou ld  dem a n d  t o  see  i f Ch in a
ca n  s t op  i t s  h u m a n  r igh t s  a bu ses , ca n
s t op  i t s  ch i ld  l a bor  a n d  s l a ve  l a bor
pr a c t i ces , ca n  s t op  t h r ea t en in g  T a iwa n
befor e  r ece iv in g  a n o t h e r  do l l a r  fr om
U.S . bu s in ess  in t e r e s t s . We  m u st  n o t
g ive  Ch in a  spec ia l  t r a d in g  p r iv i l eges ,
Mr . S pea k e r , u n t i l  we  see  p r oof t h a t  i t s
Com m u n is t  P a r t y  l ea de r s  a r e  ca pa b le
of a b id in g  by  wor ld  s t a n da r ds .


