
Old Puerto Rican bir th cert ificates soon w ill be invalid 

 

New s Release 

Updated September 24, 2010  

10-209 

 

Oregonians born in Puerto Rico m ay need to replace their  birth docum entat ion  

 

Oregon residents who were born in Puerto Rico m ight  need to replace their  bir th cert ificates with a new, 

m ore secure version now being issued by the U.S. terr itory.  

 

Because of ident it y and passport  fraud, Puerto Rico has been issuing a new type 

of bir th cert ificate with addit ional securit y features since July 1, 2010. As of Oct .  

30, 2010, Puerto Rico will not  accept  as valid any of it s bir th cert ificates issued 

before July 1.  

 

Also as of Oct . 30, Oregon – along with m ost  or all other U.S. states and 

jur isdict ions –will stop accept ing Puerto Rican bir th cert ificates issued before July 

1. These older docum ents will no longer m eet  Oregon requirem ents for dr iving 

pr ivileges and ident ificat ion cards.  

 

"Oregonians born in Puerto Rico m ight  want  to replace their  bir th cert ificates as soon as possible – before 

they need to renew their Oregon Driver License or ID card,"  DMV Adm inist rator Tom  McClellan said. "A 

bir th cert ificate is one of the few docum ents that  can prove cit izenship. I t 's a vital docum ent  to obtain 

m any privileges and services in the U.S."  

 

Oregon requires proof of U.S. cit izenship or lawful presence in the U.S. in order to obtain or renew driving 

pr ivileges or an ID card. A bir th cert ificate issued by a state, terr itorial or local governm ent  in the U.S. is 

the m ost  frequent ly used proof of cit izenship that  custom ers provide to m eet  this Oregon requirem ent .  

 

Oregon DMV also accepts U.S. passports that  are current ly valid or that  have been expired no m ore than 

five years to m eet  this requirem ent . DMV will cont inue to accept  U.S. passports from  Oregon residents born 

in Puerto Rico.  

 

As of July, there were 3,227 people born in Puerto Rico who have Oregon driving pr ivileges or an ID card – 

out  of a total of about  3.1 m illion people with Oregon driving pr ivileges or ID cards.  

 

" I f you have a son or daughter born in Puerto Rico, you will need to replace their  bir th cert ificate before 

they can apply for their  first  dr iving inst ruct ion perm it  or ID card in Oregon,"  McClellan said.  

 

For m ore inform at ion on how to replace a Puerto Rican bir th cert ificate, visit  ht tp: / / www.prfaa.com / .  

 

For inform at ion about  Oregon's requirem ents to obtain dr iving pr ivileges or state- issued ID, visit  

ht tp: / / www.oregondm v.com / .  
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