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October 1, 1965 -
11 a.me EIT

Independent Mutual Insurance Agents Association of New England
meeting in Boston

It is a pleasure to be the lead-off man in this telghone conversation

with you to discuss the topic=-~"The Future,"

I am speaking from my office in The Capitol...about 100 yards from

the floor of the House of Representatives, Here at my desk the view

is magaificant, In the House when I sit on our side of the aisle with
a small band of 141 Republicans and look at the mass of humanity across

the aisle, I am a little jealous===and 2t times discouraged,

Particularly I am discouraged when I see so many messages come from the
White House and observe my Democratic friends not knowing whether they

should clap their hands or click their heels}

When you have such awesome power in the Executive branch, coupled with
a 2 to 1 majority in the House and Senate today, I believe some of the

things we believe to be important are in jeopardy.

Unfortunately, we do not have a strong two-party system in America,
pargicularly in the Congress. The net result is the loss of many

traditional safeguards which benefitted all segments of our society.

A strong two-party system is an important cornerstone in the American
political system, It is not constitutionally-ordained, but early in
our Nation's history our forefathers decided that a two=-party system was

che best for sll the people,
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As a result, we have avoided the loss of freedom that exists in one-party
governments throughout the world, We have also avoided the chaos and

confusion that resultd from multi=-party government,

I have talked as though I am fearful, apprehensive and pessimistic, I

S——
am==but to a very limitedmxéNgger extent.

On the other hand, I am optimistic sbout the future,

In the first place, I have a strong abiding faith in the good judgment

of the people of America,
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I have a strong abiding faith in those giwing resl leadership in our

country. And...I am convinced that Congress will take steps to improve

its image, to improve its day to day workings.

It seems to me most Americans are realizing that they have to help the
Congress become a stronger partner in the relationship of Legislative,

Executive and Judicial branches of government,

Governors in many states are realizing that if their unit of government is to
be a strong partmer, their constitutions must be modernized. They are lea ning
to assume fesponsibilities instead of passing them off to the federal

government,
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I am optimistic for another reason.

There is a growing realization that our system is the finest in the
history of mankind, We bzlieve in the Constitution...the historic document

put together almost 200 years ago by very wise and patriotic men.

But, let me say, it is polities and politicians that have put the
breath of life and the blood in the veins of the still bones of the

constitutional system,

And so I conclude by asking each of you in your own way to be

a politician or in polities,

For yourself, for your state, for your Nation, you must participate...

and 1 am sure you will. Thank you,



