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Venezuela:  Documents a person m ust  present  to obtain a passport ;  processing t imes for passports;  descr ipt ion of 
the passport  (2005 -  February 2006)  
Research Directorate, I mm igrat ion and Refugee Board of Canada, Ot tawa 

The Consular Services page on the Website of the Venezuela Em bassy in Canada indicates that  the following 
docum ents m ust  be provided to apply for a passport :  

[ Translat ion]  

 a completed applicat ion form ;  
 a lam inated nat ional ident ity card (cédula) ;  
 two passport -size photographs taken face on;   
 a m oney order in the am ount  of US$80 m ade out  to the Em bassy of Venezuela (29 Aug. 2005) . 

While the above m ay be m ailed to Consular Services at  the em bassy, the applicant  m ust  nevertheless go in 
person to sign the docum ent  and have his or her fingerprints taken in the presence of a Consular Services 
em ployee (Venezuela 29 Aug. 2005) . 

A representat ive from  the Consular Sect ion stated in a 20 February 2006 telephone interview that  the 
Venezuelan em bassy in Ot tawa issues passports within 48 hours but  that  processing t im es m ay be longer at  the 
consular offices in Toronto and Montreal (Venezuela 20 Feb. 2006) . 

The Website of Venezuela's Nat ional Office of I dent ificat ion and Foreigner Status (Oficina Nacional de 
I dent ificación y Ext ranjería,  ONI DEX)  lists the documents needed and out lines the procedure to follow to obtain a 
passport  in Venezuela:  

[ Translat ion]  

 File an applicat ion on- line and pr int  three copies of the forms;  
 Provide four passport -size photographs taken in front  of a white background;   
 Provide two photocopies of the nat ional ident ity card (cédula) ;  
 Place all contents into a m anila envelope (sobre m anila) ;  
 Pay 1.5 unidades t r ibutar ias [ a nat ional t r ibutary payment ]  (Venezuela n.d.a) . 

According to the consular representat ive, that  payment  would be the equivalent  of 33,600 bolivars 
[ approxim ately CAN$18 (XE.com  17 Feb. 2006) ]  (Venezuela 20 Feb. 2006) . Another page of the ONI DEX Website, 
however, states that  the fee to renew a passport  is 50,400 bolivars [ approxim ately CAN$27 (XE.com  17 Feb. 
2006) ]  (Venezuela 2006) . 

Requests for passports are first  filed on- line using the ONI DEX Website ( ibid. n.d.b) . Applicants, equipped 
with the above out lined requirem ents, then visit  the ONI DEX branch designated for their place of residence ( ibid.) . 
The processing of a passport  takes a m inim um of 15 days, yet  the progress of one's applicat ion may be t racked on 
the ONI DEX Website ( ibid.) . No other inform at ion on processing t im es for Venezuelan passports could be found 
am ong the sources consulted by the Research Directorate. 

According to the Website of the Em bassy of Venezuela in Canada, a Venezuelan passport  contains nine 
security features, such as elem ents visible only under ult raviolet  light  and needle-pr inted num bering on every page 
(Venezuela n.d.c) . 
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The ONI DEX Website states that  those in possession of m anually produced passports (containing typewrit ten 
informat ion)  m ust  request  their  cancellat ion, a process which takes 48 hours, before procedures for obtaining a 
new passport  m ay be undertaken ( ibid. n.d.b) . 

No other inform at ion on the appearance of the Venezuelan passport  could be found am ong the sources 
consulted by the Research Directorate. 

This Response was prepared after researching publicly accessible informat ion current ly available to the 
Research Directorate within t ime const raints. This Response is not , and does not  purport  to be, conclusive as to the 
merit  of any part icular claim  for refugee protect ion. Please find below the list  of addit ional sources consulted in 
researching this I nform at ion Request . 
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