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Provider 2008 2009 2010 % change 
2008–10 

Total enrolments     

TAFEs 2 529 2 237 1 957 -22.6 

Dual-sector universities 2 782 3 103 3 137  12.8 

Government-funded enrolments     

TAFEs 2 268 1 973 1 694 -25.3 

Dual-sector universities 2 460 2 634 2 707  10 

Source: NCVER VET Provider Collection. 
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Level 2006 2007 2008 2009 

Bachelors 15 802 16 482 16 686 17 090 

Associate degrees and diplomas 67 283 450 622 

Source: Data provided by the Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations and used by Kaspura (2011). 
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Funding structure Affected TAFEs Other TAFEs   
(per hour) 

Non-TAFE   
(per hour) 

Foundation skills $9.31 $9.75 $7.99 

Skills creation $8.83 $9.21 $7.70 

Skills building $8.42 $8.66 $7.70 

Skills deepening $6.50 $6.50 $6.50 

Note: TAFE institutes affected by the Victorian Government’s announcement in October 2011 are Box Hill Institute of TAFE, 
Chisholm Institute of TAFE, Holmesglen Institute of TAFE, Kangan Batman Institute of TAFE, Northern Melbourne Institute 
of Technology, RMIT University, Swinburne University and Victoria University. 

Source: Skills Victoria, October 2011. 
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Year Funding 
cluster 

EFTSL  Commonwealth 
contribution per band 

 Number of 
courses 

Commonwealth 
contribution 

Year 1 3 0.125 x $9 142 x 1 $1 143 

 7 0.125 x $15 983 x 7 $13 985 

Year 2 3 0.125 x $9 142 x 2 $2 286 

 7 0.125 x $15 983 x 6 $11 987 

Total  $29 401 
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Provider type Associate degree Advanced diploma 

  Funding rates Industry 
weighting 

Student contact 
hours 

Funding 

TAFE institutes - $6.50 1.3 1 400 $11 830 

Universities $29 401 $6.50 1.3 1 400 $11 830 
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Provider 
type 

Provider name   Associate 
degree 

Advanced diploma                
21622 VIC 

  Fee per 
credit 
point 

Total 
program 

credit points 

2012 total 
program 

price 

Fee per 
student 
contact 

hour 

Student 
contact 

hours 

2012 total 
program 

price 

TAFE 
institutes 

Box Hill Institute of TAFE - - -  1 400 $20 000 

Chisholm Institute of TAFE - - - $11.7 1 400 $16 380 

Universities RMIT University $200 192 $38 400 $17.50 1 400 $24 500 

Swinburne University $188 200 $37 600 $12.00 1 400 $16 800 

Note: Total program price may vary depending on electives chosen by the student. More information about a student’s tuition fee 
for each year of the associate degree is available in appendix C. 

Source: Figures are extracted from providers’ websites. 
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Year Course 
band 

EFTSL  Maximum student 
contribution amount 

per band 

 Number of 
courses 

Student 
contribution 

per band 

Year 1 National 
priority 

0.125 x $4 520 x 1 $565 

 2 0.125 x $8 050 x 7 $7 044 

Year 2 National 
priority 

0.125 x $4 520 x 2 $1 130 

 2 0.125 x $8 050 x 6 $6 038 

Total  $14 777 
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Provider type Tuition fees for 
Commonwealth-

supported student 
associate degree 

Tuition fees for government-subsidised student advanced diploma 

�
2012 total program 

price 
Fee per student 

contact hour 
Annual tuition fee 2012 total program 

price 

TAFE Institutes - $4.33 $2 500 $5 000 

Universities $14 777 $4.33 $2 500 $5 000 

Note:  Total program price may vary depending on electives chosen by the student.  
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Qualification Tuition cost of 
first qualification 

(NPV) 

Tuition cost of 
second 

qualification 
(NPV) 

Cost of delayed 
entry (NPV) 

Total cost (NPV) 

Discount rate 2.5%     

Advanced diploma $4 939 $16 408 $27 147 $48 494 

Associate degree $13 162 $13 539 - $26 701 

Total cost differential    $21 793 

Discount rate 8%     

Advanced diploma $4 815 $14 246 $21 826 $40 887 

Associate degree $12 840 $11 888 - $24 728 

Total cost differential    $16 159 

NPV = net present value 
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Qualification Tuition cost of 
first qualification 

(NPV) 

Tuition cost of 
second 

qualification (NPV) 

Cost of delayed 
entry (NPV) 

Total cost (NPV) 

Discount rate 2.5%     

Advanced diploma $4 951 $18 362 $20 431 $43 744 

Associate degree $14 661 $15 224 - $29 885 

Total cost differential    $13 859 

Discount rate 8%     

Advanced diploma $4 699 $14 717 $18 557 $37 973 

Associate degree $13 915 $11 633 - $25 548 

Total cost differential    $12 425 
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Funding cluster 
Commonwealth 
Contribution ($) 

1 Law, accounting, administration, economics, commerce1 $1 861 

2 Humanities $5 168 

3 Mathematics, statistics, behavioural science, social studies, computing, built 
environment, other health2 

$9 142 

4 Education $9 512 

5 Clinical psychology, allied health, foreign languages, visual and performing arts $11 243 

6 Nursing $12 552 

7 Engineering, science, surveying2 $15 983 

8 Dentistry, medicine, veterinary science, agriculture $20 284 

Notes: 1. The Australian Government provides an additional $1189 per EFTSL for pre-2008 students undertaking units of study 
in accounting, administration, economics, and commerce. 

2. The Australian Government also provides an additional $3499 per EFTSL for mathematics, statistics, and science units 
for students who are covered by the lower contribution amounts introduced in 2009. 

Source: Department of Industry, Innovation, Science, Research and Tertiary Education. 
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Band 
 Funding 

cluster 
Student contribution 

range (per EFTSL) 

3 
Law, accounting, administration, economics, commerce1 1 

$0–$9 425 
Dentistry, medicine, veterinary science 8 

2 

Computing, built environment, other health 3 

$0–$8 050 
Allied health 5 

Engineering surveying 7 

Agriculture 8 

1 

Humanities 2 

$0–$5 648 

Behavioural science, social studies 3 

Education2 4 

Clinical psychology, foreign languages, visual and performing arts 5 

Nursing2 6 

National 
priority 

Mathematics and statistics3 3 
$0–$4 520 

Science3 7 

Notes: 1. Accounting, administration, economics, commerce: for pre-2008 students, the maximum annual student contribution 
amount that may be charged for accounting, administration, economics and commerce units is $8050. This amount 
applies to Commonwealth-supported students who commenced a course of study before 1 January 2008 and who are 
covered by the savings provision in Schedule 7 of the Higher Education Legislation Amendment (2007 Budget 
Measures) Act 2007. 

2. Education and nursing: 

a. For pre-2010 students, the maximum annual student contribution amount that may be charged for education and 
nursing units is $4520. 

b. From 1 January 2010, the maximum annual student contribution amount for commencing Commonwealth-supported 
students undertaking education and nursing units of study has been increased from the ‘national priority’ rate to the 
band 1 rate. 

c. The increased maximum annual student contribution amounts affect only students who commenced their course of 
study at a higher education provider on or after 1 January 2011. 

3. Mathematics, statistics and science: 

a. For pre-2009 students, the maximum annual student contribution amount that may be charged for mathematics, 
statistics, and science units is $8050. 

b. The national priority maximum annual student contribution amount applies to students studying mathematics, statistics 
and science who commenced their course of study on or after 1 January 2009, regardless of the course of study. The 
national priority maximum also applies to continuing students who transfer to a course of study in the natural and 
physical sciences from one that is not. 

c. Mathematics, statistics and science units of study are those units of study in the natural and physical sciences field of 
education that are classified in Chapter 9 of the Commonwealth Grant Scheme Guidelines as being in the funding 
clusters applying to ‘Mathematics and Statistics’ and/or ‘Science’. 

Source: Department of Industry, Innovation, Science, Research and Tertiary Education. 
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Qualification First qualification Second qualification 

Year 1 Year 2 Additional 0.5 
year 

Year 3 Year 4 

Advanced diploma $2 500 

(VET-FEE HELP) 

$2 500 

(VET-FEE-HELP) 

$3 500 

(HECS-HELP) 

$8 000 

(HECS-HELP) 

$8 000 

(HECS-HELP) 

Associate degree $7 600 

(HECS-HELP) 

$7 200 

(HECS-HELP) 

- $8 000 

(HECS-HELP) 

$8 000 

(HECS-HELP) 

Note: Income-contingent loans in the parentheses indicate the loan type that government-subsidised students can request to pay 
their tuition fees. 
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Repayment income Repayment rate   
(% of repayment income) 

Below $47 196 Nil 

$47 196–$52 572 4.0% 

$52 573–$57 947 4.5% 

$57 948–$60 993 5.0% 

$60 994–$65 563 5.5% 

$65 564–$71 006 6.0% 

$71 007–$74 743 6.5% 

$74 744–$82 253 7.0% 

$82 254–$87 649 7.5% 

$87 650 and above 8.0% 
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Course name Course ID Credit 
points 

Commonwealth-supported students Domestic full-fee-
paying student 

Year 1   EFTSL Maximum 
student 

contribution 
amount 

Student 
contribution 
per course 

Fees 
per 

credit 
point 

Total fee 

Industrial studies MIET2137 12 0.125 $8 050 $1 006 $200 $2 400 

Mathematics I MATH2167 12 0.125 $4 520 $565 $200 $2 400 

Electrical principles EEET2276 12 0.125 $8 050 $1 006 $200 $2 400 

Computer application EEET2277 12 0.125 $8 050 $1 006 $200 $2 400 

Engineering 
management 

MIET2138 12 0.125 $8 050 $1 006 $200 $2 400 

Engineering materials PROC2097 12 0.125 $8 050 $1 006 $200 $2 400 

Engineering science MANU2112 12 0.125 $8 050 $1 006 $200 $2 400 

Student elective  12 0.125 $8 050 $1 006 $200 $2 400 

Total  96 1  $7 607  $19 200 

Year2   EFTSL Maximum 
student 

contribution 
amount 

Student 
contribution 
per course 

  

Mathematics II MATH2168 12 0.125 $4 520 $565 $200 $2 400 

Mechanics of materials MIET2139 12 0.125 $8 050 $1 006 $200 $2 400 

Mechanics of 
machines 

MIET2340 12 0.125 $8 050 $1 006 $200 $2 400 

Thermo-fluids I MIET2341 12 0.125 $8 050 $1 006 $200 $2 400 

Mechanics of solids MIET2342 12 0.125 $8 050 $1 006 $200 $2 400 

Mathematics III MATH2169 12 0.125 $4 520 $565 $200 $2 400 

Thermo-fluids II MIET2344 12 0.125 $8 050 $1 006 $200 $2 400 

Engineering project for 
associate degrees 

0ENG1053 12 0.125 $8 050 $1 006 $200 $2 400 

Total   96 1  $7 166  $19 200 

Note: Total program price may vary depending on electives chosen by the student. 

Source:  Figures and the program structure are extracted from the provider’s website. 
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Course name Course ID Credit 
points 

Commonwealth-supported students Domestic full-fee-
paying student 

Year 1   EFTSL Maximum 
student 

contribution 
amount 

Student 
contribution 
per course 

Fees 
per 

credit 
point 

Total fee 

Professional 
engineering 

UHT1000 12.5 0.125 $8 050 $1 006 $184 $2 300 

Engineering 
mathematics I 

UHT111 12.5 0.125 $4 520 $565 $184 $2 300 

Mechanics of 
structures 

UHT1125 12.5 0.125 $8 050 $1 006 $184 $2 300 

Energy and motion UHT124 12.5 0.125 $8 050 $1 006 $184 $2 300 

Engineering 
mathematics II 

UHT112 12.5 0.125 $4 520 $565 $184 $2 300 

Materials and 
processes 

UHT1230 12.5 0.125 $8 050 $1 006 $184 $2 300 

Electronic system UHT182 12.5 0.125 $8 050 $1 006 $184 $2 300 

Computer-aided 
drafting I 

UHT235 12.5 0.125 $8 050 $1 006 $184 $2 300 

Total  100 1  $7 166  $18 400 

Year 2   EFTSL Maximum 
student 

contribution 
amount 

Student 
contribution 
per course 

Fees 
per 

credit 
point 

Total fee 

Engineering 
mathematics IIIA 

UHT211 12.5 0.125 $4 520 $565 $184 $2 300 

Engineering 
management I 

UHT3380 12.5 0.125 $8 050 $1 006 $184 $2 300 

3D computer-aided 
drafting 

UHT237 12.5 0.125 $8 050 $1 006 $184 $2 300 

Sustainability concepts UHT435 12.5 0.125 $8 050 $1 006 $184 $2 300 

Engineering project UHT1005 12.5 0.125 $8 050 $1 006 $184 $2 300 

Project management UHT419 12.5 0.125 $8 050 $1 006 $184 $2 300 

Engineering 
management II 

HES5380 12.5 0.125 $8 050 $1 006 $216 $2 700 

Fluid mechanics I HES2340 12.5 0.125 $8 050 $1 006 $216 $2 700 

Total   100 1  $7 607  $19 200 

Note: The structure program is recommended on the university’s website. 

 Total program price may vary depending on electives chosen by the student. 

Source:  Figures are extracted from the provider’s website. 
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