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May 2, 2009 

Abstract Deadline: 5 PM on Tuesday, April 14, 2009 
 

Students submitting abstracts must be able to present their work at PURCC on May 2. 

 

Suggestions for Preparing your Abstract/Artist Statement 
The Title:  

Pick a title that is descriptive and interesting. For example, the use of humor in your title or an 

interesting association or combination of words may serve to attract attention to your presentation 

(e.g, There’s Something Fishy Here: Oceanography Inspires Design).  
 

Shorter titles generally are better than longer ones.  
 

Keep in mind that the title is your first and best chance to interest and inform your audience about 

your presentation. 

 

The Abstract: 

Your abstract should clearly describe your research or scholarly activity. Someone reading your 

abstract should have a good understanding of the work you conducted and the purpose for conducting 

the project.  

 

Your abstract should include the following: 

• clear identification or explanation of the question or problem you are posing 

• relevant background information to place your question/problem in context 

• methods or approach you used to collect data and/or obtain information 

• any preliminary or final results you have at the time of preparing your abstract 

• any preliminary or final conclusions your have at the time of preparing your abstract 

• a sentence or two that gives your audience a preview of what they can expect when they 

attend your poster, talk, or paper. 

 

If you have not completed your research/scholarly activity at the time of preparing your abstract (a 

very common situation), you may want to include any preliminary findings in your abstract. Even if 

your conclusions change as you gather more data and synthesize your results, including preliminary 

conclusions in your abstract helps the reader understand some of the implications and significance of 

your research/scholarly activity. 

 

The Artist Statement: 

Your artist statement should clearly describe what creative work(s) will be shared with the audience.  

In most cases, artist statements also include: 

• an explanation of what motivated or inspired you 

• what you want the audience to see, experience and/or feel when they view your work 

• any interesting aspects of the materials or techniques used 

• any other information that will help the audience interpret and appreciate the work you are 

exhibiting or performing. 
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Name(s) of Student Presenter(s): __________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

College or School (circle one):     COP  SIS ENG  PHS BUS CONS 

major:_______________________________________________________________________  

Year (if more than 1 author, indicate how many students of each year)  

FR_____ SO_____ JR_____ SR_____ 

 

Type of presentation (circle one):   Poster    Oral    Engineering Design    Visual/Performing Arts 
 

Contact information (PLEASE WRITE LEGIBLY): 

(If more than one author, indicate one author to contact) 

email:_________________________________________________________________________ 

Local phone number: ____________________________________________________________ 

Local address: _________________________________________________________________ 

Students submitting abstracts must be able to present their work at PURCC on May 2. 

 

Pacific Faculty Research/Creative Activity Mentor   

(or faculty member who is most familiar with your research) 

 

I have read and approve this abstract: 

Mentor Name:  _______________________________________ 

 

Faculty Signature  ____________________________________ Date________________ 
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Title: 

 

 

 

Author name(s): 

 

 

 

Abstract/Artist statement text (limit to 250 words) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submit this form to: Lydia Fox, Chair, Department of Earth & Environmental Sciences 

 Room 111, Pacific Geosciences Center 

 (209) 946-2481 voice,  

 (209) 946-2362 fax 

 lkfox@pacific.edu 


