
$ _______

$ _______

$ _______

$ _______

Method of payment:*

Check or money order: (payable to USC Press in United States dollars)

Credit Card:            Discover              Mastercard             Visa
Account number: Exp. Date

Signature: 

Name (please print):                                                       Phone: 

Shipping Address:

THE STUDY OF HINDUISM

Edited by Arvind Sharma

In The Study of Hinduism, leading scholars from around the world take stock of

two centuries of international intellectual investment in Hinduism. Since the early

nineteenth century, when the scholarly investigation of Hinduism began to take

shape as a modern academic discipline, Hindu studies has evolved from its con-

centration on description and analysis to an emphasis on understanding Hindu tra-

ditions in the context of the religion's own values, concepts, and history. Off e r i n g

a needed assessment of the current state of Hindu studies, the contributors to this

volume identify past achievements and chart the course for what remains to be

accomplished in the field.

Casting a tripartite net, the contributors collaborate to achieve an analyt-

ical, historical, and topical perspective upon Hindu studies. Among other topics,

they evaluate the continuing debates surrounding the meaning of the word

Hinduism and the different methods that have been employed in studying the reli-

gion. Arvind Sharma, as editor, lays the groundwork for the volume by defining

both Hinduism and the role of methods—including historical, anthropological,

sociological, and psychological—in its study. Eric J. Sharpe adds to the opening

analysis with his consideration of the importance of setting in Hindu studies.

Other contributors review the ways in which Hinduism has been studied.

Stephanie W. Jamison and Michael Witzel examine the scholarship about pre-

Vedic and Vedic Hinduism and the rituals, mythology, and religious life associat-

ed with it; Alf Hiltebeitel, Gregory Bailey, and Milton Elder consider scholarly

attention to the writing, orality, and divinity of India’s epics–the Puranas and the

B h a d a g vı–ta–, respectively—in classical Hinduism; Philip Lutgendorf surveys the

recent study of medieval Hinduism, especially its devotional traditions; and

Robert D. Baird addresses the work of disciplines such as anthropology, history,

and the history of religions as they bear on the investigation of modern Hinduism.

Within this broad framework, the contributors also address academic responses to

the regional forms of Hinduism and the position of women within the religion.
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A RVIND SHARMA is the Birks Professor

of Comparative Religion at McGill

University in Montreal, Canada. He has

taught in Australia and in the United States.

Sharma is the editor of two books widely

used in teaching world religions, Women in

World Religions and Our Religions. He is

also the author of Classical Hindu Thought:

An Intro d u c t i o n. Sharma lives in Montreal.
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