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                   STAFF REPORT TO COUNCIL 
     PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
 
                                                            1100 Patricia Boulevard, Prince George, B.C., V2L 3V9 

DATE:   October 1 2010 

TO:   MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

FROM:   PAM HEXT, SUPERVISOR, CURRENT PLANNING  
 
SUBJECT: Development Variance Permit No. VP100224 to vary the City of Prince George 

Zoning Bylaw No. 7850, 2007 to allow a reduction in the minimum rear yard 
setback for a detached garage.   
 
Applicant:  Child Development Centre of Prince George and District Association      
Location:   1687 Strathcona Avenue 

 
ATTACHMENT(S): Development Variance Permit No. VP100224, Exhibit “A”, Location and Zoning Map, 

Development Variance Application and Letter from Applicant  
 

 
PURPOSE: 
The applicant is proposing to vary the rear yard setback requirement of the P2: Minor Institutional zone to 
facilitate the construction of a 53.5 m

2
 garage. 

 
Background 
 
Current Use:  Child Development Centre, Institutional  
Site Area:  .38 ha  
Zoning:   P2:  Minor Institutional  
OCP Designation: Urban 
Servicing:  Full City Services 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION(S):  
 
 1. THAT the Staff Report be received. 
 

2. THAT Council approve Development Variance Permit No. VP100224 for Lot A, 
District Lot 777, Cariboo District, Plan 21321 as follows: 

 
a) Vary Section 13.2.5 5. of the City of Prince George Zoning Bylaw No. 7850, 

2007 to reduce the minimum rear yard setback from 6.0 metres to 1.54 metres 
as shown on Exhibit “A”; and 
 

b) The variance applies only to the rear yard setback for the detached 53.5 
square metre garage as shown on the plan attached as Exhibit “A”. 
 



Document Number: 174663 

Surrounding Land Uses: 
 North:  PG Grocery Express, 1

st
 Litre Pub and Retail Liquor store and single residential 

 South:  Strathcona Park, portion occupied by CDC for playground 
 East:  Single residential 
 West:  Parking area for Child Development Centre and Strathcona Park 
  
POLICY / REGULATORY  
ANALYSIS: 
 
This development variance permit would allow the Child Development Centre (CDC) to construct a 53.5 m

2
 

garage at the west entrance of the CDC building with a minimum rear yard setback of 1.54 m.  Under the P2: 
Minor Institutional zone, all buildings must have a minimum rear and front yard of 6.0 m and a minimum side 
yard setback of 3 meters from the property line.  There is no differentiation made between principal buildings 
and accessory buildings. 
 
The structure is proposed to be sited 3 m from the Child Development Centre building in the parking lot and 
will be used to house their vehicle and various equipment used in therapy at the centre.  Storage on-site is 
limited and by adding this small structure, options for more equipment become available.  Although two parking 
spaces will be utilized to construct the garage, one vehicle will be parked in the garage and there is still ample 
parking provided.  The proposed development will meet all other zoning regulations including the maximum 
site coverage and requirements for front and side yard setbacks. 
 
The property is surrounded on 2 sides by city park.  The CDC has a license to occupy with the City for a 
portion of the park land to the west and south of the property and is using this area for parking and playground.  
The proposed building is to be located 1.54 m from the south property line which adjoins the license of 
occupation area.  Therefore, the proposal will not negatively impact neighbouring properties. 
 
 
OTHER CONSIDERATIONS: 
 
Letter Regarding this Application 
The applicant has provided a letter providing rationale for requiring this variance (see attached.).   
 
Land Use Impact 
The Department does not anticipate that any negative land use impacts will result from this proposal. 
  
ALTERNATIVES: 
 

1. Approve the permit 
2. Refuse the permit   
3. Approve the permit as amended 
4. Defer or otherwise deal with the application 

 
The Department recommends that this development variance permit be approved as it will not negatively 
impact the surrounding neighborhood.  
 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION: 
 
The applicant would like to reduce the required rear yard setback from 6.0 metres to 1.54 metres.  This would 
facilitate the construction of a 53.5 m

2
 detached garage on the subject property. 

 
The Department recommends that Council approve this application to reduce the minimum rear yard setback 
at the Child Development Centre. 
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Respectfully submitted: 
 

 
_____________________________ 
Pam Hext, 
Supervisor, Current Planning 
 
Report prepared by G. Rathwell, Planning Technician 
 
 
 
 

 

To: Mayor and Council
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Exhibit "A" to VP100224
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Subject Property

Parcel Boundary

Existing Dwelling

Proposed Garage

Lot A, D.L. 777, CD, Plan 21321

Vary Required Rear Setback
from 6.0 m to 1.54 m
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DEVELOPMENT VARIANCE PERMIT NO. VP100224 
 

 
1) This Development Variance Permit is issued to: 
 
 Name:  Child Development Centre of Prince George and District Association 

 
 Address:  1687 Strathcona Avenue 

  Prince George, BC 

  V2L 4E7 
  

2) This Development Variance Permit applies to: 
 
 Address:   1687 Strathcona  Avenue 
 

Legal description: Lot A, District Lot 777, Cariboo District Plan 21321  
  

3) This permit is issued subject to compliance with all of the Bylaws of the City of Prince 
George applicable thereto, except as specifically varied by this permit. 
 

4) This permit varies Section 13.2.5  5. of City of Prince George Zoning Bylaw No. 7850, 2007 as 
follows: 
 
a) Reduce the minimum rear yard setback of from 6.0 metres to 1.54 metres as shown 

on Exhibit “A”; and 

 

b) The variance applies only to the rear yard setback for the detached 53.5 square 

metre garage as shown on the plan attached as Exhibit “A”. 

 

5) As a condition of the issuance of this permit, the City has required that the applicant for the 
permit provide security in the amount of: $ ___N/A_____ in the form of ___N/A___, to 
guarantee the performance of the terms of the permit. 

 
6) If a Building Permit for the development permitted by this permit has not been issued and 

construction substantially commenced within two years after the date of this permit’s issuance, 
this permit shall lapse. 

 
7) This Development Variance Permit is not a Building Permit. 
 
 
Authorizing resolution passed by Mayor and Council on ____ day of __________, 2010 
 
Issuance date:__________________          Authorizing Signature: __________________ 


