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February 01, 2010 
 
Dear Com m unity, 
  
February is Black History Month, a m onth- long celebrat ion highlight ing the 
m any achievem ents and valuable cont r ibut ions m ade by peoples of Afr ican 
descent  to science, world history, culture and civilizat ions.   
 
I n cont inuing the Black History Awareness series at  Ryerson University, we 
have designated March 4 th,  2010 as 2 nd Annual Viola Desm ond Day 

Aw ard Cerem ony .   This event  will build on the them e of A Celebrat ion of 

St rong Black Canadian W om en  at  Ryerson and those up and com ing 
young Black wom en who are considering Ryerson as their  post -secondary 
inst itut ion of choice following graduat ion.   
  
The 2010 Viola Desm ond Day event  will showcase talent  from  students, staff 
and faculty while raising awareness of the diverse and lit t le-known stor ies 
and cont r ibut ions of past  and present  Wom en of Afr ican descent  in the 
building of Canada. We will showcase the lives of various St rong Black 
Wom en from  Canadian History in whose nam es the awards will be handed 
out .  This year we honour the m em ories of:  
 

Ms. Em m a Stark  – A slave who with her husband saved enough  
 m oney to buy their  freedom  and set t led in Nanaim o, Brit ish  
 Colum bia in 1874 where she set  up her own one- room  log cabin  
 school. 
 
Reverend Addie Aylestock  – born in Glenallen, Ontario who in 1951  
 becom e Canada’s 1st ordained Black fem ale Minister. 
 
Ms. Marie- Joesph Angelique  – a slave wom an who was accused of  
 start ing the fire that  burned Mont real in 1734 – a cr im e that  she  
  only confessed to under excruciat ing torture. 
 
Ms. Viola Desm ond  – A Nova Scot ian business wom an who in 1946  
 refused to give up her seat  in the Roseland Theat re in New  
 Glasgow, Nova Scot ia.  She was jailed over night , charged and  
 fined $20.00 for tax evasion!   Her case solidified the Black  
 com m unity in its fight  against  racial segregat ion in Canada. (This  
 happened ten years before Ms. Rosa Parks refused to give up  
 her histor ic seat  on that  Montgom ery, Alabam a bus) . 
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During the evening, the Black History Awareness Com m it tee at  Ryerson will 
recognize 4 individuals who have cont r ibuted significant ly to the prom ot ion 
of Black Canadian History or worked t irelessly to posit ively raise the profile 
of the Black com m unity at  Ryerson and in the greater com m unity.  Awards 
will be given to a faculty m em ber, a staff m em ber, a current  Ryerson 
student  and a local area high school student  who is likely to study at  
Ryerson University.   
 
Also the evening will include dinner and entertainm ent  from  Gram m y award 
winning art ists Sharon Riley and Faith Chorale;  Dr. Afua Cooper, Author of 

“The Hanging of Angélique: The Untold Story of Canadian Slavery and the Burning 
of Old Montréal”,  local High School and Ryerson University Students 

 
Presentat ion of Aw ards: 

 
The awards will be presented to the recipients at  the Viola Desm ond Day: 

A Celebrat ion of St rong black Canadian W om en Cerem ony ,  on 
Thursday, March 4 th, 2 0 1 0 , at  Ryerson University ( The Com m ons –  

POD 2 5 0 ) .  The awards will be presented by last  year’s award winners and 
our dist inguished guests.  The winners will receive a beaut iful t rophy in 
recognit ion of their  cont r ibut ion to prom ot ing Black History Awareness in 
Canada. 
 
We thank you for your support  and look forward to your part icipat ion in this 
project . 
  
 
 
 
Darrell Bowden 
Ryerson Black History Awareness Com m it tee 
 
 
This event is sponsored by the Ryerson Student’s Union, the United Black Students of Ryerson, the Trimentoring 
Program, the First Generations Project and the Office of Discrimination and Harassment Prevention Services.
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General Eligibility Criter ia  

 
All nom inees for the Viola Desm ond Day Black History Awareness Award 
m ust :  
 

1 . Eligibility Criter ia  for  the faculty and Staff Aw ard: 

 
Each nom inee in the Faculty and Staff category m ust :  
 
§        Be of Black/ Afr ican descent ;  
§        Reside in the greater Toronto region;  
§        Have enriched Ryerson’s/ Toronto’s diversity through init iat ives  

prom ot ing Black history and m ult iculturalism ;  
§        Be an act ive leader in her com m unity who has m ade a posit ive 

difference in areas such as hum an r ights m ult iculturalism  and 
com m unity-building;  

§       Have a m inim um  of 5 years of volunteer background and/ or 
act ivist / advocacy experience with the Black/ Afr ican-Canadian 
com m unity. 

 
 

2 . Eligibility Criter ia  for  Student  Aw ard 

 

Each nom inee in the Student  category m ust :  
 
§        Be between 13 and 17 years of age (High School category)  
§        Be between 17-25 years of age (College/ University category)  
§        Be a current  full- t im e student  at  an Ontario secondary school  
  student  accepted/ or await ing adm ission to Ontario university or  
  com m unity college;  
§       Be a posit ive role m odel and advocate of the Black/ Afr ican-

Canadian com m unity;  
§        Be an act ive leader in her com m unity who has m ade a posit ive 

difference in areas such as hum an r ights, m ult iculturalism  and 
com m unity developm ent . 

 
Select ion 

 
Recipients will be selected by the BHA Com m it tee and their  decision shall be 
final. 
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Nom inat ions 

 
Nom inat ions for these 4  aw ards w ill be accepted unt il February 1 5 , 

2 0 1 0 .  
 
Nom inat ions m ust  be subm it ted by e- m ail.  The following inform at ion is 
required:  
 
NOMI NATI ON FORM ( see at tachm ent )  

 

1.  Full Nam e of Nom inee 
2.  Full Mailing Address of Nom inee 
3.  Telephone num ber of nom inee 
4.  E-m ail address of nom inee 
5.  Profession of nom inee ( if applicable)  
6.  Occupat ion and recent  Em ploym ent  History 
7.  Nam e of School 
8.  Grade/ Year 
9.  List  educat ion achieved by nom inee 
10. Achievem ents by nom inee (awards, citat ions)11.  List  any publicat ions  
     or other significant  bodies of work produced by the nom inee 
12. Out line significant  cont r ibut ions to the com m unity 
13. Nom inator 's full nam e 
14. Nom inator 's full m ailing address 
15. Nom inator 's telephone num ber 
16. Nom inator 's relat ionship to nom inee 
 
Subm it  com pleted form s to:  
E-m ail:  blackhistory@ryerson.ca 
Subject  Line: Nom inat ion -  2 0 1 0  Viola Desm ond Day Aw ard 

Celebrat ion 

 
Deadline:  
Nom inat ion form s m ust  be received at  the e-m ail address listed above no 
later than 5 :0 0  p.m ., February 1 5 , 2 0 1 0  

 
 
 

mailto:blackhistory@ryerson.ca


2 nd Annual Viola Desm ond Day Aw ards 

NOMI NATI ON FORM 
( All nom inat ion form s m ust  be received by the end of business February 1 5 th,  2 0 1 0   

and subm it ted via  e- m ail to blackhistory@ryerson.ca  )  

 
Full Nam e of Nom inee 

 

 

Full Mailing Address of Nom inee 

 

 

 

Telephone Num ber of Nom inee 

 

 

Em ail Address of Nom inee 

 

 

Profession of Nom inee 

 ( if applicable)  

 

 

Occupat ion and Recent  Em ploym ent  

History 

 

 

Nam e of School 

 

 

Grade/ Year 

 

 

List  Educat ion Achieved by Nom inee  
 
 
 

Achievem ents by Nom inee ( aw ards, 

citat ions)  

i.  

 ii.  
 
 

 iii.  
 
 

 iv. 
 
 

List  any publicat ions or other 

significant  bodies of w ork produced 

by the nom inee 

 
 
 
 
 

Out line Significant  Contr ibut ions to 

Ryerson and the Com m unity 

 
 
 
 
 

Nom inator 's Full Nam e 

 

 

Nom inator's Full Mailing Address 

 

 

 

Nom inator 's Telephone Num ber 

 

 

Nom inator's Relat ionship to Nom inee 
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