
MINNESOTA 

Definit ions 

Classic Car.  Any m otor vehicle m anufactured between and including the years 1925 and 1948, and 
designated by the com m issioner as a classic car because of it s fine design, high engineering standards, 
and superior  workm anship, and owned and operated solely as a collector 's item . No com m ercial vehicles 
such as hearses, am bulances, or t rucks are considered to be classic cars. To fall under the definit ion of 
“ classic car”  a vehicle m ust  be built  between 1925 and 1948 and be ident ified on a list  of classic cars 
contained in the Minnesota statutes.  

Collector  Milit ary Vehicle.  A m otor vehicle, including a t ruck, so long as:  
(1)  I t  is at  least  20 years old,  
(2)  I t s first  owner following it s m anufacture was a branch of the arm ed forces of the United States 
and it  present ly conform s to the vehicle specificat ions required during the t im e of m ilitary 
ownership, or  it  has been restored and present ly conform s to the specificat ions required by a 
branch of the arm ed forces for  the m odel year t hat  the restored vehicle could have been owned by 
that  branch of the arm ed forces, and 
(3)  I t  is owned by a nonprofit  organizat ion and operated solely as a collector 's vehicle. For 
purposes of this subdivision, "nonprofit  organizat ion" m eans a corporat ion, society,  associat ion, 
foundat ion, or inst itut ion organized and operated exclusively for historical or educat ional purposes, 
no part  of the net  earnings of which inures to t he benefit  of a private individual 

 
Collector  Vehicle.  A self-propelled m otor vehicle, including any t ruck:   

(1)  That  is ( i)  at  least  20 m odel years old, or ( ii)  at  least  ten m odel years old and with a body or 
engine style of which not  m ore than 500 were m anufactured in or  im ported into the United States 
in any m odel year,  
(2)  That  was m anufactured after 1935, and  
(3)  That  is owned and operated solely as a collector 's vehicle 
 

Essent ial Parts. All integral and body parts of a vehicle of a type for which a cert ificate of t it le is required 

hereunder, the rem oval, alterat ion, or  subst itut ion of which would tend to conceal the ident it y of the 

vehicle or substant ially alter it s appearance, m odel, t ype or m ode of operat ion.  

 

I dent ifying Num ber.  The num bers, and let ters, if any, on a vehicle designated by the departm ent  for 
the purpose of ident ifying the vehicle. 
 
Older  Model Vehicle.  A vehicle m anufactured in the sixth m odel year im m ediately preceding the current  
m odel year or  earlier that  is not  a high-value vehicle. 
 
Pioneer  Vehicle . Any m otor vehicle m anufactured prior to 1936 and owned and operated solely as a 
collector 's item . 
 
Previously Registered Vehicle.  A vehicle registered in this state on October 1, 1972 or a vehicle whose 
last  regist rat ion before October 1, 1972 was in this state.  
 
Reconstructed Vehicle.  A vehicle of a t ype for which a cert ificate of t it le is required hereunder m aterially 
altered from  its original const ruct ion by the rem oval, addit ion, or subst itut ion of essent ial parts, new or 
used. 
 
Specially Constructed Vehicle.  Every vehicle of a type for which a cert ificate of t it le is required 
hereunder not  originally const ructed under a dist inct ive nam e, m ake, m odel, or type by a generally 
recognized m anufacturer of vehicles and not  m aterially altered from  its original const ruct ion. 
 
Street  Rod. Any m odernized m otor vehicle m anufactured prior to the year 1949 or designed and 
m anufactured to resem ble such vehicle. 

 



Tit ling &  Regist rat ion   
 

From  Minnesota  Departm ent  of Public Safety Dr iver and Vehicle Services Division: 

Reconstructed &  Specia lly Const ructed Vehicles 

The word "RECONST" is stam ped on the face of t it les issued to reconst ructed vehicles. All future t it les 
issued to the reconst ructed vehicle will also be stam ped "RECONST."  

You m ust  not  rem ove any vehicle ident ificat ion num bers during the reconst ruct ion. Your applicat ion for 
t it le m ay be denied if an ident ificat ion num ber appears to have been tam pered with or has been rem oved. 
I f you are doing a reconst ruct ion that  requires the rem oval of a vehicle ident ificat ion num ber (such as 
cut t ing the neckpiece on a m otorcycle for  a custom  rake) , you m ust  contact  DVS before beginning the 
reconst ruct ion and we will provide you with addit ional assistance. 

Vehicles that  have been reconst ructed, or  specially const ructed, are subject  to a m otor vehicle inspect ion. 
Before the vehicle can be inspected, you m ust  apply for a Minnesota cert ificate of t it le.  

To apply for t it le: 

1.  Com plete an Applicat ion to Tit le and/ or Register a Motor Vehicle (PS2000) .  
2.  Com plete an Affidavit  of Reconst ruct ion (PS2015)  and provide details about  the alterat ions or 

reconst ruct ion done to t he vehicle. 
3.  Subm it  proof of ownership for all m ajor part s used in the reconst ruct ion. I f you cannot  provide 

m inimum  proof of ownership, DVS m ay require that  you obtain a surety bond for  the vehicle before 
issuing a cert ificate of t it le. You will also need to subm it  the following if you cannot  m eet  the 
m inimum  proof of ownership requirem ents:   

• A statem ent  of facts, wr it ten and signed by the seller of the vehicle or part . This statem ent  
m ust  give as m uch inform at ion as possible regarding the history of the vehicle and indicate 
why there is no docum entary proof of ownership. 
...  

• A signed statem ent  from  purchaser that  s/ he agrees to defend and protect  the state of 
Minnesota against  any and all future claim s of ownership. 

4.  You m ay subm it  your applicat ion by m ail to DVS or in person at  your local deputy regist rar office. 
DVS will m ail inform at ion to you on how to arrange for a vehicle inspect ion and what  you will need 
to bring with you to the inspect ion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Minim um  Proof of Ow nership Requirem ents 

Under M.S. 168A.07 -  t he departm ent  m ay require that  the applicant  obtain a surety bond to protect  the 
State against  any possible claim  of ownership when m inim um  proof of ownership cannot  be provided. 

Parts Minim um  Proof of Ow nership Required  

• Used t ruck cab 
• Used car body 
• Front  clip, if the clip includes public 

ident ificat ion num ber 
• Used m otorcycle fram e 

A cert ificate  of t it le  

• Used car or t ruck fram e 
• Used m otorcycle engine  

A copy of the t it le  t o t he vehicle from  which the 
parts cam e. A bill of sale from  the owner listed on 
the t it le m ust  also accom pany the applicat ion. 

• Kit  car 
• New afterm arket  m otorcycle fram e 
• New afterm arket  m otorcycle m otor or 

m otor cases   

Manufacturer 's Cert if icate of Origin  

• Used car body or t ruck cab, if purchased 
from  a Minnesota licensed part s dealer. A 
copy of the dealers junk report  m ay also be 
required. 

Original Let terhead Receipt  -  The receipt  m ust  
include the vehicle ident ificat ion num ber the 
vehicle from  which the parts cam e. 

• Car or t ruck door, fender, quarter panel, 
bum per, engine, t ransm ission, rear clip, 
front  clip ( if the clip includes public 
ident ificat ion num ber, a t it le is required) , 
other m iscellaneous parts.  

• Motorcycle t ransm ission assem bly, engine 
assem bly, front  fork assem bly and handle 
bars, front  wheel assem bly, rear wheel 
assem bly, seat , and gas tank.  

Original Let terhead Receipts from  the vendor 
who sold the parts.  

• Replacem ent  cab or fram e purchased 
direct ly from  a m anufacturer.  

Factory I nvoice  
The invoice m ust  be from  the m anufacturer to the 
dealer who is selling the part . The dealer m ust  
also provide a let terhead receipt  to the retail 
custom er. Both item s m ust  be surrendered a the 
t im e of applicat ion for t it le. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From  Minnesota  Statutes: 

 

TRANSPORTATI ON   
CHAPTER 168A VEHICLE TI TLES 

 
Minn. Stat . § 168A.15 (2009)  

 
168A.15 RECONSTRUCTED, SCRAPPED, DISMANTLED, OR DESTROYED VEHICLES 
 
Subdivision 1.  

[ Repealed by am endm ent , 1988 c 496 s 18]  

Subd. 2. Requirem ents to obtain cert ificate for  reconstructed  vehicle . 

I f a vehicle  is altered so as to becom e a reconstructed  vehicle,  the owner shall apply for a cert ificate of 
t it le to the reconst ructed  vehicle  in the m anner provided in sect ion 168A.04, and any exist ing cert ificate 
of t it le to the vehicle shall be surrendered for cancellat ion. 

Subd. 3. Scrapped, dism ant led, or dest royed vehicle. 

An owner who scraps, dism ant les, or dest roys a vehicle, or a person who purchases a vehicle as scrap or 
to be dism ant led or dest royed, shall im m ediately have the cert ificate of t it le m ailed or delivered to the 
departm ent  for cancellat ion. A cert ificate of t it le for the vehicle shall not  again be issued. 

Subd. 4. Motorcycle with new engine. 

(a)  I f the com m issioner does not  require that  a new or am ended t it le be issued and stam ped as 
reconst ructed or otherwise under this chapter for an autom obile being operated with an engine that  is not  
it s original engine, then the com m issioner shall not  require that  t it le issued for a m otorcycle being 
operated with an engine that  is not  it s original engine be stam ped or otherwise labeled as reconst ructed or 
otherwise. 

(b)  This subdivision does not  prevent  the com m issioner from  requir ing that  a new applicat ion be 
com pleted according to sect ion 168A.04 and be filed with the com m issioner.  Upon receipt  of the 
com pleted applicat ion and the old t it le, and subject  to sect ion 168A.05, subdivision 1, the com m issioner 
shall issue another cert ificate of t it le, which m ust  list  the engine num ber, for the m otorcycle with the 
nonoriginal engine. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TRANSPORTATI ON   
CHAPTER 168A VEHICLE TI TLES 

 
Minn.  Stat . § 1 6 8 A.0 4  (2009)  

 
1 6 8 A.0 4  FORM AND CONTENT OF APPLICATI ON 
 
Subdivision 1. Contents.  

The applicat ion for the first  cert ificate of t it le of a vehicle in this state shall be m ade by the owner to the 
departm ent  on the form  prescribed by the departm ent  and shall contain:  

(1)  the first , m iddle, and last  nam es, the dates of birth, and addresses of all owners who are natural 
persons, the full nam es and addresses of all other owners;  

(2)  a descript ion of the vehicle including, so far as the following data exists, it s m ake, m odel, year, 
ident ifying num ber, type of body, and whether new or used;  

(3)  the date of purchase by applicant , the nam e and address of the person from  whom  the vehicle was 
acquired, the nam es and addresses of any secured part ies in the order of their priorit y, and the dates of 
their respect ive security agreem ents;  

(4)  with respect  to m otor vehicles subject  to the provisions of sect ion 325E.15, the t rue cum ulat ive 
m ileage registered on the odom eter or that  the actual m ileage is unknown if the odom eter reading is 
known by the owner to be different  from  the t rue m ileage;  

(5)  with respect  to vehicles subject  to sect ion 325F.6641, whether the vehicle sustained dam age by 
collision or other occurrence which exceeded 70 percent  of the actual cash value;  and 

(6)  any further inform at ion the departm ent  reasonably requires to ident ify the vehicle and to enable it  to 
determ ine whether the owner is ent it led to a cert ificate of t it le, and the existence or nonexistence and 
priorit y of any security interest  in the vehicle. 

Subd. 2. Secured party.  

I f the applicat ion refers to a vehicle purchased from  a dealer it  shall contain the nam e and address of any 
secured party holding a security interest  created or reserved at  the t im e of the sale and the date of the 
security agreem ent  and be signed by the dealer as well as the owner, and the dealer shall within ten days 
m ail or deliver the applicat ion and appropriate t axes to the departm ent .  

Subd. 2a. Alternate m ailing address. 

I f the United States Postal Service will not  deliver m ail to the residence address of a registered owner who 
is an individual as listed on the t it le applicat ion, then the registered owner m ust  provide verificat ion from  
the United States Postal Service that  m ail will not  be delivered to the registered owner's residence address 
and that  m ail will be delivered to a specified alternate m ailing address. When an applicant  provides an 
alternate m ailing address under this subdivision, the com m issioner shall use the alternate m ailing address 
in lieu of the residence address for all not ices and m ailings to the registered owner.  

Subd. 3. New vehicle;  cert ificate of origin. 

I f the applicat ion refers to a new vehicle it  shall be accom panied by a m anufacturer's or im porter 's 
cert ificate of origin. 

Subd. 4. Vehicle last  registered out  of state.  

I f the applicat ion refers to a vehicle last  previously registered in another state or count ry, the applicat ion 
shall contain or be accom panied by:  

(1)  any cert ificate of t it le issued by the other state or count ry;  



(2)  any other inform at ion and docum ents the departm ent  reasonably requires to establish the ownership 
of the vehicle and the existence or nonexistence and priorit y of any security interest  in it ;  

(3)  the cert ificate of a person authorized by the departm ent  that  the ident ifying num ber of the vehicle has 
been inspected and found to conform  to the descript ion given in the applicat ion, or any other proof of the 
ident it y of the vehicle the departm ent  reasonably requires;  and 

(4)  with respect  to vehicles subject  to sect ion 325F.6641, whether the vehicle sustained dam age by 
collision or other occurrence which exceeded 70 percent  of actual cash value. Dam age, for the purpose of 
this calculat ion, does not  include the actual cost  incurred to repair, replace, or reinstall inflatable safet y 
rest raints and other vehicle com ponents that  m ust  be replaced due to t he deploym ent  of the inflatable 
safet y rest raints. 

Subd. 5 . Specially constructed or reconst ructed vehicle. 

Except  as provided in subdivision 6, if the applicat ion refers t o a specially  const ructed  vehicle  or  a 
reconstructed  vehicle , the applicat ion shall so state and shall contain or be accom panied by:  

(1)  any inform at ion and docum ents the departm ent  reasonably requires to establish the ownership of the 
vehicle and the existence or nonexistence and priorit y of security interests in it ;  

(2)  the cert ificate of a person authorized by the departm ent  that  the ident ifying  num ber  of t he vehicle 
has been inspected and found to conform  to the descript ion given in the applicat ion, or  any other proof of 
the ident it y of the vehicle the departm ent  reasonably requires;  and 

(3)  at  the t im e of applicat ion, a writ ten cert ificat ion to the departm ent  t hat  the vehicle to be t it led m eets 
the requirem ents of chapter 169 for vehicles in it s class regarding safet y and acceptabilit y to operate on 
public roads and highways. 

Subd. 6. Assem bled m otorcycles.  

(a)  I f the applicat ion refers to an assem bled m otorcycle, the applicat ion m ust  so state and be 
accom panied by:  

(1)  a m anufacturer's statem ent  or  cert ificate of origin from  a recognized m otorcycle m anufacturer for the 
fram e, com plete engine or engine cases, provided that  if a statem ent  or cert ificate of origin is subm it ted 
for  engine cases it  m ust  also be accom panied by copies of original docum entat ion for cylinder heads, 
cylinders, flywheels, and piston and rod assem blies;  and 

(2)  vendor receipts or copies of the receipts from  suppliers on the t ransm ission assem bly, engine 
assem bly, fork assem bly, and front  and rear wheel assem blies. I f the applicant  is a m otorcycle assem bler, 
the applicant  m ust  also provide copies of original vendor receipts for  the assem blies listed in this clause.  

(b)  An assem bled m otorcycle for  which the docum entat ion required under paragraph (a) , clauses (1)  and 
(2) , has been subm it ted is not  subject  t o the filing requirem ent  of sect ion 168A.07, subdivision 1, clause 
(2) . 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TRANSPORTATI ON   
CHAPTER 168A VEHICLE TI TLES 

 

Minn.  Stat . § 1 6 8 A.0 7  (2009)  
 
1 6 8 A.0 7  CONDITI ONAL REGISTRATION 
 
Subdivision 1. Ownership at  issue;  cert ificate withheld or bond filed.  

I n the event  applicat ion is m ade in this state for a cert ificate of t it le on a vehicle and the departm ent  is 
not  sat isfied as to the ownership of the vehicle or the existence of security interests therein, the vehicle 
m ay be registered but  t he departm ent  shall either:  

(1)  withhold issuance of a cert ificate of t it le unt il the applicant  shall present  docum ents reasonably 
sufficient  to sat isfy the departm ent  of the applicant 's ownership of the vehicle and as to any security 
interest  therein;  or  

(2)  as a condit ion to issuing a cert ificate of t it le, require the applicant  to file a bond in the form  prescribed 
by the departm ent  and executed by the applicant , and either accom panied by the deposit  of cash or 
executed by a surety com pany authorized to do business in this state, in an am ount  equal to 1-1/ 2 t im es 
the value of the vehicle as determ ined by the departm ent . The bond shall be condit ioned to indem nify any 
prior owner and secured party and any subsequent  purchaser of the vehicle or person acquir ing any 
security interest  therein, or the successor in interest  of any said person, against  any expense, loss, or 
dam age, including reasonable at torneys' fees, by reason of the issuance of the cert ificate of t it le to the 
vehicle or on account  of any defect  in or undisclosed security interest  upon the r ight , t it le and interest  of 
the applicant  in and to the vehicle. Any such interested person shall have a r ight  of act ion to recover on 
such bond for any breach of it s condit ions, but  the aggregate liabilit y of the surety t o all such persons 
shall in no event  exceed the am ount  of the bond. Unless the departm ent  has been not ified of t he 
pendency of an act ion to recover on the bond and if all quest ions as to ownership and outstanding security 
interests have been resolved to the sat isfact ion of the departm ent , such bond, and any deposit  
accom panying it , shall be returned at  the end of three years or prior  thereto in the event  the vehicle is no 
longer registered in this state and the current ly valid cert ificate of t it le is surrendered.  

Subd. 2. Nont ransferable cert ificate.  

I n the event  the issuance of a cert ificate of t it le is withheld in accordance with subdivision 1, or because 
the applicant  is unable to surrender an exist ing cert ificate of t it le to the vehicle issued by another state, 
the departm ent , upon paym ent  of the sam e fee as for issuing a cert ificate of t it le, m ay issue to the 
applicant  a nont ransferable cert ificate in form  designated by the departm ent  cert ifying that  the applicant  
has applied for  a cert ificate of t it le;  provided that  such cert ificate shall not  be issued if the departm ent  has 
reasonable grounds to believe the applicant  is not  the owner or that  the applicat ion contains a false or 
fraudulent  statem ent .  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



TRADE REGULATI ONS, CONSUMER PROTECTION   
CHAPTER 325F CONSUMER PROTECTION;  PRODUCTS AND SALES   

MOTOR VEHI CLE DAMAGE DISCLOSURES AND TI TLE BRANDING 
  

Minn. Stat . § 325F.6642 (2009)  
 
325F.6642 TITLE BRANDI NG 
 
Subdivision 1. Flood dam age.  

I f the applicat ion for t it le and regist rat ion indicates that  the vehicle has been classified as a total loss 
vehicle because of water or flood dam age, the regist rar of m otor vehicles shall record the term  " flood 
dam aged" on the cert ificate of t it le and all subsequent  cert ificates of t it le issued for that  vehicle.  

Subd. 2. Total loss vehicles.  

Upon t ransfer and applicat ion for  t it le to all total loss vehicles, the regist rar of m otor vehicles shall record 
the term  "prior salvage"  on the first  Minnesota cert ificate of t it le and all subsequent  Minnesota cert ificates 
of t it le used for that  vehicle. 

Subd. 3. Out -of-state vehicles. 

(a)  Upon t ransfer and applicat ion for t it le of all repaired vehicles with out -of-state t it les that  bear the term  
"dam aged,"  "salvage,"  " rebuilt ,"  " recondit ioned,"  or any sim ilar term , the regist rar  of m otor vehicles shall 
record the term  "prior salvage" on the first  Minnesota cert ificate of t it le and all subsequent  Minnesota 
cert ificates of t it le used for  that  vehicle. 

(b)  The regist rar  shall m ark "prior salvage" on the first  Minnesota cert ificate of t it le and all subsequent  
cert ificates of t it le issued for any vehicle which cam e into the state unrepaired and for  which a salvage 
cert ificate of t it le was issued. 

(c)  For vehicles with out -of-state t it les which bear the term  " flood dam aged,"  the regist rar  of m otor 
vehicles shall record the term  " flood dam aged"  on the first  Minnesota cert ificate of t it le and all subsequent  
Minnesota cert ificates of t it le issued for  that  vehicle. 

(d)  The regist rar  shall m ark "prior salvage" on the first  Minnesota cert ificate of t it le and all subsequent  
cert ificates of t it le issued for any vehicle that  had a salvage cert ificate of t it le issued at  any t im e in the 
vehicle's history by any other j urisdict ion. 

Subd. 4. Reconst ructed  vehicles.  

For vehicles that  are  reconst ructed  within the m eaning of sect ion 168A.15, the regist rar shall record 
the term  " reconst ructed" on the cert ificate of t it le and all subsequent  cert ificates of t it le. 

Subd. 5. Manner of branding. 

The designat ion of " flood dam aged,"  " rebuilt ,"  "prior salvage,"  or " reconst ructed"  on a cert ificate of t it le 
shall be m ade by the regist rar of m otor vehicles in a clear and conspicuous m anner, in a color  different  
from  all other writ ing on the cert ificate of t it le. 

Subd. 6. Total loss vehicle;  definit ion. 

For the purposes of this sect ion, " total loss vehicle"  m eans a vehicle dam aged by collision or other 
occurrence, for which a salvage cert ificate of t it le has been issued. Total loss vehicle does not  include a 
stolen and recovered vehicle verified by the insurer who declared the vehicle to be a total loss vehicle 
unless there is m ore than m inim al dam age to the vehicle as determ ined by the regist rar.  

Subd. 7. Dealer disclosure.  

I f a licensed m otor vehicle dealer offers for sale a vehicle with a branded t it le, the dealer shall orally 
disclose the existence of the brand in the course of the sales presentat ion.  

Subd. 8. Flood dam age;  dealer lots.  



I f a m otor vehicle, which is part  of a licensed m otor vehicle dealer 's inventory, has been subm erged or 
flooded above the bot tom  of the dashboard while parked on the dealer 's lot , the dealer m ust  disclose that  
fact  in writ ing to any buyer and m ust  orally disclose that  fact  in the course of a sales presentat ion to any 
prospect ive buyer. The buyer m ust  also disclose the existence of the flood dam age in writ ing to any 
subsequent  buyer.  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TRADE REGULATI ONS, CONSUMER PROTECTION   
CHAPTER 325F CONSUMER PROTECTION;  PRODUCTS AND SALES   

MOTOR VEHI CLE DAMAGE DISCLOSURES AND TI TLE BRANDING 
 

Minn. Stat . § 325F.6644 (2009)  
 
325F.6644 APPLI CATI ON 
 
Subdivision 1. Dam age disclosure.  

Sect ion 325F.6641 does not  apply to vehicles t hat  are six years old  or  older as calculated from  the first  
day of January of the designated m odel year or to com m ercial m otor vehicles with a gross vehicle weight  
rat ing of 16,000 pounds or m ore or t o m otorcycles.  

Subd. 2. Tit le branding. 

Sect ion 325F.6642 does not  apply to com m ercial m otor vehicles with a gross vehicle weight  rat ing of 
16,000 pounds or m ore or t o m otorcycles, other than reconst ructed vehicles, as defined in sect ion 
168A.01, subdivision 16. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TRANSPORTATI ON   
CHAPTER 169 TRAFFIC REGULATI ONS   

VEHI CLE INSPECTI ONS 
 

Minn. Stat . § 169.79 (2009)  
Subdivision 1. Regist rat ion required.  

No person shall operate, drive, or park a m otor vehicle on any highway unless the vehicle is registered in 
accordance with the laws of this state and has the num ber plates or perm it  confirm ing that  valid 
regist rat ion or operat ing authority has been obtained, except  as provided in sect ions 168.10 and 168.12, 
subdivision 2f, as assigned to it  by the com m issioner of public safet y, conspicuously displayed thereon in a 
m anner that  the view of any plate or perm it  is not  obst ructed. A plate issued under sect ion 168.27 or a 
perm it  issued under chapter 168 m ay be displayed on a vehicle in conjunct ion with expired regist rat ion 
whether or not  it  displays the license plate t o which the last  regist rat ion was issued.  

Subd. 2. Sem it railer. 

I f the vehicle is a sem it railer, the num ber plate displayed m ust  be assigned to the registered owner and 
correlate to the docum entat ion on file with the departm ent .  

Subd. 3. Rear display of single plate. 

I f the vehicle is a m otorcycle, m otor scooter, m otorized bicycle, m otorcycle sidecar, t railer registered at  
greater than 3,000 pounds gross vehicle weight  (GVW), sem it railer, or vehicle displaying a dealer plate, 
then one license plate m ust  be displayed horizontally with the ident ifying num bers and let ters facing 
outward from  the vehicle and m ust  be m ounted in the upright  posit ion on the rear of the vehicle.  

Subd. 3a. Sm all t railer.  

I f the vehicle is a t railer with 3,000 pounds or less GVW with lifet im e regist rat ion, the num bered plate or 
st icker m ust  be adhered to the side of the t railer fram e tongue near the hitch. 

Subd. 4. Collector 's vehicle .  

I f the vehicle is (1)  a collector 's vehicle  with a pioneer, classic car,  collector, or st reet  rod  license;  
(2)  a vehicle that  m eets the requirem ents of a pioneer,  classic, or  st reet  rod vehicle  except  t hat  the 
vehicle is used for general t ransportat ion purposes;  or (3)  a vehicle that  is of m odel year 1972 or earlier, 
not  registered under sect ion 168.10, subdivision 1c, and is used for general t ransportat ion purposes, then 
one plate m ust  be displayed on the rear of the vehicle, or  one plate on the front  and one on the rear, at  
the discret ion of the owner.  

Subd. 5. Truck- t ractor, road- t ractor, or farm  t ruck. 

I f the vehicle is a t ruck- t ractor, road- t ractor, or farm  t ruck, as defined in sect ion 168.002, subdivision 8, 
but  excluding from  that  definit ion sem it railers and t railers, then one plate m ust  be displayed on the front  
of the vehicle. 

Subd. 6. Other m otor vehicles. 

I f the m otor vehicle is any kind of m otor vehicle other than those provided for  in subdivisions 2 to 4, one 
plate m ust  be displayed on the front  and one on the rear of the vehicle.  

Subd. 7. Plate fastened and visible. 

All plates m ust  be (1)  securely fastened so as to prevent  them  from  swinging, (2)  displayed horizontally 
with the ident ifying num bers and let ters facing outward from  the vehicle, and (3)  m ounted in the upright  
posit ion. The person driving the m otor vehicle shall keep the plate legible and unobst ructed and free from  
grease, dust , or other blurr ing m aterial so that  the let tering is plainly visible at  all t im es. I t  is unlawful to 
cover any assigned let ters and num bers or the nam e of the state of origin of a license plate with any 
m aterial whatever, including any clear or colorless m aterial that  affects the plate's visibilit y or reflect ivit y. 

Subd. 8. Plate regist rat ion st ickers.  

As viewed facing the plates:  



(a)  License plates issued to vehicles registered under sect ion 168.017 m ust  display the m onth of 
expirat ion in the lower left  corner of each plate and the year of expirat ion in the lower r ight  corner of each 
plate. 

(b)  License plates issued to vehicles registered under sect ion 168.127 m ust  display either fleet  regist rat ion 
validat ion st ickers in the lower r ight  corner of each plate or dist inct ive license plates, issued by the 
regist rar , with "FLEET REG" displayed on the bot tom  center port ion of each plate. 

( c)  License plates issued after July 1, 2008, requiring validat ion m ust  display the m onth of expirat ion in 
the lower left  corner of each plate and the year of expirat ion in the lower r ight  corner of the plate.  

Subd. 9. Tax-exem pt  vehicle m arking. 

Vehicles displaying tax-exem pt  plates issued under sect ion 16B.581 or 168.012 m ust  have vehicle 
m arkings that  com ply with sect ion 168.012, subdivision 1. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TRANSPORTATI ON   

CHAPTER 168 VEHICLE REGISTRATI ON, TAXATI ON, SALE 

Minn. Stat . § 168.09 (2009)  
 
168.09 REGISTRATI ON;  REREGISTRATI ON 
 
Subdivision 1. Regist rat ion required.  

No t railer or m otor vehicle, except  as is exem pted by sect ion 168.012, m ay be used or operated upon the 
public st reets or highways of the state in any calendar year unt il it  is registered as provided in this sect ion, 
the m otor vehicle tax and fees as provided in this chapter are paid, and the num ber plates issued for the 
t railer or m otor vehicle are displayed on it . No t railer or m otor vehicle, except  as provided by sect ion 
168.012, which for any reason is not  subject  t o taxat ion as provided in this chapter, m ay be used or 
operated upon the public st reets or highways of this state unt il it  is registered as provided in this sect ion 
and displays num ber plates as required by this chapter, except  that  the purchaser of a new t railer or 
m otor vehicle m ay operate it  without  plates if the perm it  authorized by sect ion 168.091 or 168.092 is 
displayed.  

Subd. 2. Reregist rat ion. 

When a m otor vehicle registered in Minnesota, has during the calendar year for  which it  is so registered, 
been reregistered for  the following year, the display on such m otor vehicle of the plates issued for such 
m otor vehicle on it s reregist rat ion for the following year shall on and after  Novem ber 15 of the calendar 
year in which it  was so reregistered const itute com pliance with subdivision 1 requir ing display of plates 
except  as provided in subdivisions 3 and 4.  

Subd. 3. Proratable vehicles;  other vehicles. 

(a)  Plates or other insignia issued for a m otor vehicle registered under sect ion 168.187 for a calendar year 
shall be displayed on the m otor vehicle not  later than 12: 01 a.m . on March 2 of the year unless extended 
by the regist rar for  the period of t im e required for  the issuance of the new plates or insignia. The 
regist rat ion year for vehicles registered under sect ion 168.187, as provided in this sect ion, is from  March 
1 to the last  day of February for  1995 and succeeding years.  

(b)  Except  for a m otor vehicle registered under sect ion 168.017 or 168.187, plates or other insignia issued 
for  a self-propelled m otor vehicle registered for  over 27,000 pounds shall be displayed on the vehicle not  
later than 12: 01 a.m . on March 2 of the year,  and, except  for recreat ional equipm ent , not  earlier  than 
12: 01 a.m . on February 15 of the year, unless otherwise extended by the regist rar for the period of t im e 
required for issuing the new plates or insignia. 

( c)  Except  for a m otor vehicle registered under sect ion 168.017 or 168.187, plates or other insignia issued 
for  a self-propelled vehicle registered for 27,000 pounds or less and all other m otor vehicles shall be 
displayed not  later than 12: 01 a.m . on March 2 of the year, and, except  for recreat ional equipm ent , not  
earlier than January 1 of the year unless otherwise extended by the regist rar  for the period of t im e 
required for issuing the new plates or insignia. The regist rat ion year for  all vehicles as provided in this 
paragraph and paragraph (b)  is from  March 1 to the last  day of February for 1979 and succeeding years.  

Subd. 4. Display. 

A vehicle registered under the m onthly series system  of regist rat ion shall display the plates and insignia 
issued within ten days of the first  day of the m onth which com m ences the regist rat ion period.  

Subd. 5. Defenses to failure to renew. 

No person m ay be charged with violat ing this sect ion by reason of failure to renew the regist rat ion of a 
previously registered m otor vehicle, except  those vehicles registered under sect ion 168.187, if:  

(1)  the person produces a statem ent  from  the regist rar t o the effect  that  the person was not  not ified by 
the regist rar of the annual renewal for  the regist rat ion of the vehicle to which a citat ion was issued;  and 



(2)  the person renews the regist rat ion and pays the m otor vehicle tax and fees due within ten days of 
being cited for the violat ion. 

Subd. 6. Sem it railer. 

For a sem it railer, as defined in sect ion 168.002, subdivision 30, a num ber plate m ust  be assigned to the 
registered owner as ident ificat ion for the vehicle. This num ber plate m ust  not  display a year designator. 
The regist rat ion card m ust  indicate the num ber plate for  the num ber plate to be valid. 

Subd. 7 . Display of tem porary perm it .  

(a)  A vehicle that  displays a Minnesota plate issued under this chapter m ay display a tem porary perm it  in 
conjunct ion with expired regist rat ion if:  

(1)  the current  regist rat ion tax and all other fees and taxes have been paid in full;  and 

(2)  the plate has been applied for.  

( b)  A vehicle m ay display a t em porary perm it  in conjunct ion w ith expired regist rat ion, w ith or 

w ithout  a  regist rat ion plate, if: 

(1)  the plates have been applied for;  

(2)  the regist rat ion tax and other fees and taxes have been paid in full;  and 

( 3 )  either  the vehicle  is used sole ly as a collector vehicle w hile  displaying the tem porary perm it  

and not  used for general t ransportat ion purposes or the vehicle w as issued a 2 1 - day perm it  

under sect ion 1 6 8 .0 9 2 , subdivision 1 . 

( c)  The perm it  is valid for a period of 60 days. The perm it  m ust  be in a form at  prescribed by the 
com m issioner and whenever pract icable m ust  be posted upon the driver's side of the rear window on the 
inside of the vehicle. The perm it  is valid only for the vehicle for which it  was issued to allow a reasonable 
t im e for the new plates to be m anufactured and delivered to the applicant . The perm it  m ay be issued only 
by the com m issioner or by a deputy regist rar under sect ion 168.33.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



TRANSPORTATI ON   
CHAPTER 168 VEHICLE REGISTRATI ON, TAXATI ON, SALE 

 
Minn. Stat . § 168.10 (2009)  

 
168.10 REGI STRATI ON ;  COLLECTOR VEHI CLE 
 
Subdivision 1. Applicat ion.  

(a)  Except  as provided in subdivisions 1a, 1b, 1c, 1d, 1g, and 1h, every owner of any m otor vehicle in this 
state, not  exem pted by sect ion 168.012 or 168.26, shall as soon as registered ownership of a m otor 
vehicle is acquired and annually thereafter during the period provided in sect ion 168.31, file with the 
com m issioner of public safet y on a blank provided by the com m issioner a list ing for taxat ion and 
applicat ion for the regist rat ion of such vehicle, stat ing the first , m iddle and last  nam es, the date of birth, 
and the address of the prim ary residence of each registered owner thereof who is a natural person or 
m ailing address if the address of the prim ary residence has been classified as private data under this 
chapter, the full nam e and address of any other registered owner, the nam e and address of the person 
from  whom  purchased, m ake of m otor vehicle, year and num ber of the m odel, m anufacturer's 
ident ificat ion num ber or serial num ber, type of body, the weight  of the vehicle in pounds, for t railers only, 
it s rated load carrying capacity and for  buses only, it s seat ing capacity, and such other inform at ion as the 
com m issioner m ay require. Any false statem ent  willfully and knowingly m ade in regard thereto shall be 
deem ed perjury and punished accordingly. The list ing and applicat ion for regist rat ion by dealers or 
m anufacturers' agents within the state, of m otor vehicles received for  sale or use within the state shall be 
accepted as com pliance with the requirem ents of this chapter,  im posed upon the m anufacturer.  

(b)  Regist rat ion shall be refused a m otor vehicle if the original ident ificat ion or serial num ber has been 
dest royed, rem oved, altered, covered, or  defaced. However, if the com m issioner is sat isfied on the sworn 
statem ents of the registered owner or registered owners or such other persons as the com m issioner m ay 
deem  advisable that  the applicant  is the legal owner, a special ident ificat ion num ber in the form  prescribed 
by the com m issioner shall be assigned to the m otor vehicle. When it  has been determ ined that  the 
num ber had been affixed to such vehicle in a m anner prescribed by the com m issioner, the vehicle m ay 
thereafter be registered in the sam e m anner as other m otor vehicles. I n the case of a new 
or rebuilt  m otor vehicle m anufactured or  assem bled  without  an ident ificat ion or serial num ber, the 
com m issioner m ay assign an ident ificat ion number t o the m otor vehicle in the sam e m anner as prescribed 
heretofore. 

Subd. 1a. Collector 's vehicle, pioneer  plate .  

(a)  Any m otor vehicle m anufactured prior t o 1936 and owned and operated solely as a collector 's item  
shall be listed for  taxat ion and regist rat ion as follows:  An affidavit  shall be executed stat ing the nam e and 
address of the owner, t he nam e and address of the person from  whom  purchased, the m ake of the m otor 
vehicle, year and num ber of the m odel, the m anufacturer's ident ificat ion num ber and that  the vehicle is 
owned and operated solely as a collector 's item  and not  for general t ransportat ion purposes. I f t he 
com m issioner is sat isfied that  the affidavit  is t rue and correct  and the owner pays a $25 tax and the plate 
fee authorized under sect ion 168.12, the com m issioner shall list  such vehicle for taxat ion and regist rat ion 
and shall issue a single num ber plate.  

(b)  The num ber plate so issued shall bear the inscript ion "Pioneer,"  "Minnesota"  and the regist rat ion 
num ber or other com binat ion of characters authorized under sect ion 168.12, subdivision 2a, but  no date. 
The num ber plate is valid without  renewal as long as the vehicle is in existence in Minnesota. The 
com m issioner has the power t o revoke said plate for  failure to com ply with this subdivision. 

Subd. 1b. Collector 's vehicle, classic car plate .  

(a)  Any m otor vehicle m anufactured between and including the years 1925 and 1948, and designated by 
the com m issioner as a classic car  because of it s fine design, high engineering standards, and superior  
workm anship, and owned and operated solely as a collector 's item  shall be listed for  taxat ion and 
regist rat ion as follows:  An affidavit  shall be executed stat ing the nam e and address of the owner, the 
nam e and address of the person from  whom  purchased, the m ake of the m otor vehicle, year and num ber 
of the m odel, the m anufacturer's ident ificat ion num ber and that  the vehicle is owned and operated solely 
as a collector 's item  and not  for  general t ransportat ion purposes. I f the com m issioner is sat isfied that  the 



affidavit  is t rue and correct  and that  the m otor vehicle qualifies to be classified as a classic car,  and the 
owner pays a $25 tax and the plate fee authorized under sect ion 168.12, the com m issioner shall list  such 
vehicle for  taxat ion and regist rat ion and shall issue a single num ber plate.  

(b)  The num ber plate so issued shall bear the inscript ion "Classic Car,"  "Minnesota,"  and the regist rat ion 
num ber or other com binat ion of characters authorized under sect ion 168.12, subdivision 2a, but  no date. 
The num ber plate is valid without  renewal as long as the vehicle is in existence in Minnesota. The 
com m issioner has the power t o revoke said plate for  failure to com ply with this subdivision.  

( c)  The following cars built  between and including 1925 and 1948 are classic:  

A.C. 
 Adler 
 Alfa Romeo 
 Alvis Speed 20, 25, and 4.3 litre. 

Amilcar 
 Aston Martin 
 Auburn All 8-cylinder and 12-cylinder models. 

Audi 
 Austro-Daimler 
 Avions Voisin 12 
 Bentley 
 Blackhawk 
 B.M.W. Models 327, 328, and 335 only. 

Brewster (Heart-front Ford) 
 Bugatti 
 Buick 1931 through 1942: series 90 only. 

Cadillac All 1925 through 1935. 

 
All 12's and 16's. 

 
1936-1948: Series 63, 65, 67, 

 
70, 72, 75, 80, 85 and 90 only. 

 
1938-1947: 60 special only. 

 
1940-1947: All 62 Series. 

Chrysler 1926 through 1930: Imperial 80. 

 
1929: Imperial L. 

 
1931 through 1937: Imperial Series CG, 

 
CH, CL, and CW. 

 
All Newports and Thunderbolts. 

 
1934 CX. 

 
1935 C-3. 

 
1936 C-11. 

 
1937 through 1948: Custom Imperial, 

 
Crown Imperial Series C-15, C-20, C-24, 

 
C-27, C-33, C-37, and C-40. 

Cord 
 Cunningham 
 Dagmar Model 25-70 only. 

Daimler 
 Delage 
 Delahaye 
 Doble 
 Dorris 
 



Duesenberg 
 du Pont 
 Franklin All models except 1933-34 Olympic Sixes. 

Frazer Nash 
 Graham 1930-1931: Series 137. 

Graham-Paige 1929-1930: Series 837. 

Hispano Suiza 
 Horch 
 Hotchkiss 
 Invicta 
 Isotta Fraschini 
 Jaguar 
 Jordan Speedway Series 'Z' only. 

Kissel 1925, 1926 and 1927: Model 8-75. 

 
1928: Model 8-90, and 8-90 White Eagle. 

 
1929: Model 8-126, and 8-90 White Eagle. 

 
1930: Model 8-126. 

 
1931: Model 8-126. 

Lagonda 
 Lancia 
 La Salle 1927 through 1933 only. 

Lincoln All models K, L, KA, and KB. 

 
1941: Model 168H. 

 
1942: Model 268H. 

Lincoln Continental 1939 through 1948. 

Locomobile All models 48 and 90. 

 
1927: Model 8-80. 

 
1928: Model 8-80. 

 
1929: Models 8-80 and 8-88. 

Marmon All 16-cylinder models. 

 
1925: Model 74. 

 
1926: Model 74. 

 
1927: Model 75. 

 
1928: Model E75. 

 
1931: Model 88, and Big 8. 

Maybach 
 McFarlan 
 Mercedes Benz All models 2.2 litres and up. 

Mercer 
 M.G. 6-cylinder models only. 

Minerva 
 Nash 1931: Series 8-90. 

 
1932: Series 9-90, 

 
Advanced 8, and Ambassador 8. 

 
1933-1934: Ambassador 8. 

Packard 1925 through 1934: All models. 

 
1935 through 1942: Models 1200, 

 
1201, 1202, 1203, 1204, 1205, 1207, 

 
1208, 1400, 1401, 1402, 1403, 1404, 



 
1405, 1407, 1408, 1500, 1501, 1502, 

 
1506, 1507, 1508, 1603, 1604, 1605, 

 
1607, 1608, 1705, 1707, 1708, 1806, 

 
1807, 1808, 1906, 1907, 1908, 2006, 

 
2007, and 2008 only. 

 
1946 and 1947: Models 2106 and 

 
2126 only. 

Peerless 1926 through 1928: Series 69. 

 
1930-1931: Custom 8. 

 
1932: Deluxe Custom 8. 

Pierce Arrow 
 Railton 
 Renault Grand Sport model only. 

Reo 1930-1931: Royale Custom 8, and 

 
Series 8-35 and 8-52 Elite 8. 

 
1933: Royale Custom 8. 

Revere 
 Roamer 1925: Series 8-88, 6-54e, and 4-75. 

 
1926: Series 4-75e, and 8-88. 

 
1927-1928: Series 8-88. 

 
1929: Series 8-88, and 8-125. 

 
1930: Series 8-125. 

Rohr 
 Rolls Royce 
 Ruxton 
 Salmson 
 Squire 
 Stearns Knight 
 Stevens Duryea 
 Steyr 
 Studebaker 1929-1933: President, except model 82. 

Stutz 
 Sunbeam 
 Talbot 
 Triumph Dolomite 8 and Gloria 6. 

Vauxhall Series 25-70 and 30-98 only. 

Voisin 
 Wills Saint Claire 
 

(d)  No com m ercial vehicles such as hearses, am bulances, or t rucks are considered to be classic cars.  

Subd. 1c. Collector 's vehicle, collector plate.  

(a)  The owner of any self-propelled m otor vehicle, including any t ruck, (1)  that  is ( i)  at  least  20 m odel 
years old, or  ( ii)  at  least  ten m odel years old and with a body or engine style of which not  m ore than 500 
were m anufactured in or im ported into the United States in any m odel year, (2)  that  was m anufactured 
after  1935, and (3)  that  is owned and operated solely as a collector 's vehicle, shall list  the vehicle for  
taxat ion and regist rat ion as provided in paragraph (b) .  

(b)  The owner shall execute an affidavit  stat ing (1)  the nam e and address of the person from  whom  
purchased and of the new owner, (2)  the m ake of the m otor vehicle, (3)  the year and num ber of the 
m odel, (4)  the m anufacturer 's ident ificat ion num ber, (5)  in the case of a vehicle described in paragraph 



(a) , clause (1) ( ii) , that  the vehicle has a body or engine style of which not  m ore than 500 were 
m anufactured or im ported into the United States in any m odel year,  and (6)  that  the vehicle is owned and 
operated solely as a collector 's item  and not  for general t ransportat ion purposes.  

(c)  The owner shall provide a statem ent  of the m anufacturer or im porter regarding the num ber of vehicles 
m anufactured or im ported during the m odel year.  

(d)  The owner shall also prove that  the owner also has one or m ore vehicles with regular license plates. 

(e)  I f the com m issioner is sat isfied that  the affidavit  is t rue and correct  and the owner pays a $25 tax and 
the plate fee authorized under sect ion 168.12, t he com m issioner shall list  the vehicle for  taxat ion and 
regist rat ion and shall issue a single num ber plate.  

( f)  The num ber plate issued shall bear the inscript ion "Collector,"  "Minnesota,"  and the regist rat ion 
num ber or other com binat ion of characters authorized under sect ion 168.12, subdivision 2a, but  no date. 
The num ber plate is valid without  renewal as long as the vehicle is in existence in Minnesota. The 
com m issioner has the power t o revoke the plate for  failure to com ply with this subdivision. 

Subd. 1d. Collector 's vehicle, street  rod  plate.  

Any m odernized m otor vehicle m anufactured pr ior to the year 1949 or designed and m anufactured to 
resem ble such vehicle shall be listed for taxat ion and regist rat ion as follows:  

An affidavit  shall be executed stat ing the nam e and address of the person from  whom  purchased and of 
the new owner, the m ake of the m otor vehicle, year num ber of m odel, and the m anufacturer 's 
ident ificat ion num ber. The affidavit  shall further state that  the vehicle is owned and operated solely as a 
street  rod  and not  for general t ransportat ion purposes. The owner m ust  also prove that  the owner has 
one or m ore vehicles with regular license plates. I f the com m issioner is sat isfied that  the affidavit  is t rue 
and correct  and the owner pays a $25 tax and the plate fee authorized under sect ion 168.12, t he 
com m issioner shall list  such vehicle for  taxat ion and regist rat ion and shall issue a single num ber plate.  

The num ber plate issued shall bear the inscript ion "Street  Rod , "  "Minnesota,"  and the regist rat ion 
num ber or other com binat ion of characters authorized under sect ion 168.12, subdivision 2a, but  no date. 
The num ber plate is valid without  renewal as long as the vehicle is in existence in Minnesota. The 
com m issioner has the power t o revoke such plate for  failure to com ply with this subdivision. 

Subd. 1e. Outdoor storage. 

Pioneer , classic,  collector  vehicles,  collector  m ilit ary  vehicles, or  street  rods,  licensed or 
unlicensed, operable or inoperable, m ay be stored in com pliance with local governm ent  zoning and 
ordinances on their owners' property, provided that  the vehicles and any outdoor storage areas they m ay 
require are m aintained in such a m anner that  they do not  const itute a health or environm ental hazard and 
are screened from  ordinary public view by m eans of a fence, shrubbery, rapidly growing t rees or other 
appropriate m eans. The appropriate local agency or authority m ay inform  an owner of the owner's failure 
to com ply with these requirem ents, and m ay order the vehicles rem oved from  the outdoor storage area if 
the owner fails to com ply with these requirem ents within 20 days after  the warning. 

Subd. 1f. Equipm ent . 

Any pioneer , classic,  collector  vehicle, collector  m ilitary  vehicle , or street  rod  shall have all 
equipm ent , in operat ing condit ion, which was specifically required by law as a condit ion for it s f irst  sale 
after  m anufacture. 

No law requir ing any part icular equipm ent  or specifying any standards to be m et  by m otor  vehicles shall 
apply to pioneer , classic,  collector  vehicles, collector  m ilit ary  vehicles, or street  rods unless it  
specifically so states.  

Subd. 1g. Original plates.  

A vehicle registered pursuant  to subdivision 1a, 1b, 1c or 1d m ay in lieu of being issued num ber plates by 
the com m issioner display original Minnesota num ber plates issued in the sam e year as the m odel year of 
the car on which they are displayed. The num ber of the original plates m ust  be provided to the 
com m issioner. The original plates m ust  be in good condit ion. Original Minnesota num ber plates shall not  



be used if the num ber on the original plate is ident ical to a num ber on any current  plate or any other plate 
in a num bering system  used by the com m issioner without  writ ten authorizat ion from  the com m issioner. 
Any person current ly using plates issued pursuant  to subdivision 1a, 1b, 1c or 1d shall return those plates 
to the com m issioner before subst itut ing original plates. The com m issioner shall charge a fee of $10 for 
registering the num ber on original plates. 

Subd. 1h. Collector m ilitary vehicle. 

(a)  A m otor vehicle, including a t ruck, shall be listed and registered under this sect ion if it  m eets the 
following condit ions:  

(1)  it  is at  least  20 years old;   

(2)  it s first  owner following it s m anufacture was a branch of the arm ed forces of the United States and it  
present ly conform s to t he vehicle specificat ions required during the t ime of m ilitary ownership, or it  has 
been restored and present ly conform s to the specificat ions required by a branch of the arm ed forces for 
the m odel year that  the restored vehicle could have been owned by that  branch of the arm ed forces;  and 

(3)  it  is owned by a nonprofit  organizat ion and operated solely as a collector 's vehicle. For purposes of this 
subdivision, "nonprofit  organizat ion" m eans a corporat ion, society, associat ion, foundat ion, or inst itut ion 
organized and operated exclusively for  historical or educat ional purposes, no part  of the net  earnings of 
which inures to the benefit  of a private individual. 

(b)  The owner of the vehicle shall execute an affidavit  stat ing the nam e and address of the person from  
whom  purchased and of the new owner;  the m ake, year,  and m odel num ber of the m otor vehicle;  the 
m anufacturer's ident ificat ion num ber;  and the collector m ilitary vehicle ident ificat ion num ber, if any, 
located on the exterior of the vehicle. The affidavit  m ust  affirm  that  the vehicle is owned by a nonprofit  
organizat ion and is operated solely as a collector 's item  and not  for  general t ransportat ion purposes. I f the 
com m issioner is sat isfied that  the affidavit  is t rue and correct  and the owner pays a $25 tax and the plate 
fee authorized under sect ion 168.12, the com m issioner shall list  the vehicle for  taxat ion and regist rat ion 
and shall issue num ber plates. The num ber plates shall bear the inscript ions "Collector"  and "Minnesota"  
and the regist rat ion num ber, but  no date. The num ber plates are valid without  renewal as long as the 
vehicle is in existence in Minnesota. The com m issioner m ay revoke the plates for  failure to com ply with 
this subdivision. 

( c)  Notwithstanding sect ion 168.09, 168.12, or other law to the cont rary, the owner of a registered 
collector m ilitary vehicle is not  required to display regist rat ion plates on the exterior of the vehicle if the 
vehicle has an exterior  num ber ident ificat ion that  conform s to the ident ifying system  for m ilitary vehicles 
in effect  when the vehicle was last  owned by the branch of the arm ed forces of the United States or in 
effect  in the year to which the collector m ilitary vehicle has been restored. However, the state regist rat ion 
plates m ust  be carried in or on the collector m ilitary vehicle at  all t im es. 

(d)  The owner of a registered collector m ilitary vehicle that  is not  required to display regist rat ion plates 
under paragraph (c)  m ay tow a registered t railer behind it .  The t railer is not  required to display 
regist rat ion plates if the t railer:  

(1)  does not  exceed a gross weight  of 15,000 pounds;  

(2)  otherwise conform s to regist rat ion, licensing, and safety laws and specificat ions;  

(3)  conform s to m ilitary specificat ions for  appearance and ident ificat ion;  

(4)  is intended to represent  and does represent  a m ilitary t railer;  and 

(5)  carries regist rat ion plates on or in the t railer or the collector m ilitary vehicle towing the t railer.  

Subd. 1i. Collector plate t ransfer.  

Notwithstanding sect ion 168.12, subdivision 1, on paym ent  of a t ransfer fee of $5, plates issued under 
this sect ion m ay be t ransferred to another vehicle owned or j oint ly owned by the person to whom  the 
special plates were issued or the plate m ay be assigned to another owner. I n addit ion to the t ransfer fee a 
new owner m ust  pay the $25 tax and any fee required by sect ion 168.12, subdivision 2a. The $5 fee m ust  
be paid into the state t reasury and credited to t he vehicle services operat ing account  under sect ion 



299A.705, subdivision 1. License plates issued under this sect ion m ay not  be t ransferred to a vehicle not  
eligible for  the collector 's vehicle license plates.  

Subd. 2. New body;  applicat ion. 

Upon the installat ion of a new body or the addit ion to or change of type of any body in or upon any 
registered m otor vehicle, the owner shall file with the regist rar a new applicat ion set t ing forth such 
change, t ogether with the paym ent  of any addit ional tax to which the m otor vehicle by such change has 
becom e subject , and shall apply for a revision of the regist rat ion m ade. 

Subd. 3. Offenses. 

I t  shall be unlawful for any person:  

(1)  to display or cause to be displayed or t o possess any canceled, revoked, suspended or fraudulent ly 
obtained or stolen regist rat ion plates;  

(2)  to lend the person's regist rat ion plates to another or knowingly to perm it  the use thereof by another;  

(3)  to display or represent  as the person's own any regist rat ion plates not  issued to that  person;  provided, 
however, this shall not  apply to any legal change of ownership of the m otor vehicle to which the plates are 
at tached, nor shall this apply to any t ransfer of collector plates under subdivision 1i;  

(4)  to fail or refuse to surrender to the departm ent  upon it s lawful dem and any regist rat ion plates which 
have been revoked, canceled, or  suspended by proper authority;  

(5)  to use a false or fict it ious nam e or address or descript ion of the m otor vehicle, ident ificat ion num ber, 
or serial num ber in any applicat ion for regist rat ion of a m otor vehicle or to knowingly m ake a false 
statem ent  or to knowingly conceal a m aterial fact  or otherwise com m it  a fraud in any such applicat ion;  

(6)  to dest roy, alter, rem ove, cover or  deface the ident ificat ion or serial num ber of any m otor vehicle or t o 
knowingly operate any m otor vehicle the ident ificat ion or serial num ber of which has been dest royed, 
altered, rem oved, covered or defaced without  first  m aking applicat ion for assignm ent  of a special 
ident ificat ion num ber as provided by law. 

Subd. 4. Violat ion. 

I t  shall be a m isdem eanor for any person to violate any of the provisions of this chapter unless such 
violat ion is by this chapter or other laws of this state declared to be a felony or gross m isdem eanor.  
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Minn. Stat . § 168.12 (2009)  

 
168.12 PLATES 
 
Subdivision 1. Plates;  design, visibilit y, periods of issuance.  

(a)  The com m issioner, upon approval and paym ent , shall issue to the applicant  the plates required by this 
chapter, bearing the state nam e and an assigned vehicle regist rat ion num ber. The num ber assigned by 
the com m issioner m ay be a com binat ion of a let ter or  sign with figures. The color of the plates and the 
color of the abbreviat ion of the state nam e and the num ber assigned m ust  be in m arked cont rast . The 
plates m ust  be let tered, spaced, or  dist inguished to suitably indicate the regist rat ion of the vehicle 
according to the rules of the com m issioner.  

(b)  When a vehicle is registered on the basis of total gross weight , the plates issued m ust  clear ly indicate 
by let ters or other suitable insignia the m axim um  gross weight  for which the tax has been paid.  

( c)  The plates m ust  be so t reated as to be at  least  100 t im es brighter t han the convent ional painted 
num ber plates. When properly m ounted on an unlighted vehicle, the plates, when viewed from  a vehicle 
equipped with standard headlights, m ust  be visible for a distance of not  less than 1,500 feet  and readable 
for  a distance of not  less than 110 feet .  

(d)  The com m issioner shall issue plates for the following periods:  

(1)  New plates issued pursuant  to sect ion 168.012, subdivision 1, m ust  be issued to a vehicle for  as long 
as the vehicle is owned by the exem pt  agency and the plate shall not  be t ransferable from  one vehicle to 
another but  the plate m ay be t ransferred with the vehicle from  one tax-exem pt  agency to another.  

(2)  Plates issued for passenger autom obiles m ust  be issued for a seven-year period. All plates issued 
under this paragraph m ust  be replaced if they are seven years old or older at  the t im e of regist rat ion 
renewal or will becom e so during the regist rat ion period.  

(3)  Plates issued under sect ions 168.053 and 168.27, subdivisions 16 and 17, m ust  be for  a seven-year 
period. 

(4)  Plates issued under subdivisions 2c and 2d and sect ion 168.123 m ust  be issued for the life of the 
veteran under sect ion 169.79. 

(5)  Plates for any vehicle not  specified in clauses (1)  to (3)  m ust  be issued for the life of the vehicle.  

(e)  I n a year in which plates are not  issued, the com m issioner shall issue for  each regist rat ion a st icker to 
designate the year of regist rat ion. This st icker m ust  show the year or years for which the st icker is issued, 
and is valid only for that  period. The plates and st ickers issued for a vehicle m ay not  be t ransferred to 
another vehicle during the period for which the st icker is issued, except  when issued for a vehicle 
registered under sect ion 168.187. 

( f)  Despite any other provision of this subdivision, plates issued to a vehicle used for behind- the-wheel 
inst ruct ion in a driver educat ion course in a public school m ay be t ransferred to another vehicle used for  
the sam e purpose without  paym ent  of any addit ional fee. The public school shall not ify the com m issioner 
of each t ransfer of plates under this paragraph. The com m issioner m ay prescribe a form at  for not ificat ion. 

Subd. 2. Am ateur radio licensee;  special plates, rules.  

(a)  The com m issioner shall issue am ateur radio plates to an applicant  who:  

(1)  is an owner of a passenger autom obile or recreat ional m otor vehicle;  

(2)  is a resident  of this state;  

(3)  holds an official am ateur radio stat ion license or a cit izens radio service class D license, in good 
standing, issued by the Federal Com m unicat ions Com m ission;  



(4)  pays the regist rat ion tax required under sect ion 168.013;  

(5)  pays a fee of $10 for each set  of special plates and any other fees required by this chapter;  and 

(6)  com plies with this chapter and rules governing the regist rat ion of m otor vehicles and licensing of 
drivers;  

(b)  I n lieu of the regist rat ion num ber required for ident ificat ion under subdivision 1, the plates m ust  
indicate the official am ateur call let ters of the applicant , as assigned by the Federal Com m unicat ions 
Com m ission, and the words "AMATEUR RADIO."  

(c)  This provision for the issue of special plates applies only if the applicant 's m otor vehicle is already 
registered in Minnesota so that  the applicant  has valid regular Minnesota plates issued for that  m otor 
vehicle under which to operate it  during the t im e that  it  will take to have the necessary special plates 
m ade. 

(d)  I f owning m ore than one m otor vehicle of the type specified in this subdivision, the applicant  m ay 
apply for special plates for each m otor vehicle and, if each applicat ion com plies with this subdivision, the 
com m issioner shall furnish the applicant  with the special plates, indicat ing the official am ateur call let ters 
and other dist inguishing inform at ion as the com m issioner considers necessary, for  each of the m otor 
vehicles. 

(e)  The com m issioner m ay m ake reasonable rules governing the use of the special plates as will assure 
the full com pliance by the owner of the special plates, with all exist ing laws governing the regist rat ion of 
m otor vehicles and the t ransfer and use of the plates. 

( f)  Despite any cont rary provision of subdivision 1, the special plates issued under this subdivision m ay be 
t ransferred by an owner to another m otor vehicle listed in paragraph (a)  and registered to the sam e 
owner, upon the paym ent  of a fee of $5. The com m issioner m ust  be not ified before the t ransfer and m ay 
prescribe a form at  for t he not ificat ion. 

Subd. 2a. Personalized plates;  rules. 

(a)  The com m issioner m ay issue personalized plates or, if requested for special plates issued under 
sect ion 168.123 for veterans, 168.124 for m edal of honor recipients, or 168.125 for form er prisoners of 
war, applicable personalized special veterans plates, to an applicant  who:  

(1)  is an owner of a passenger autom obile including a passenger  autom obile  registered as a classic car, 

pioneer  car, collector  car, or  st reet  rod; any t ruck with a m anufacturer's nom inal rated capacity of one 
ton or less and resem bling a pickup t ruck;  a m otorcycle, including a classic m otorcycle;  a m otorized 
bicycle;  a com m uter van as defined in sect ion 168.126;  or a recreat ional vehicle;  

(2)  pays a onet im e fee of $100 and any other fees required by this chapter;  

(3)  pays the regist rat ion tax required by this chapter for the m otor vehicle;  and 

(4)  com plies with this chapter and rules governing regist rat ion of m otor vehicles and licensing of drivers.  

(b)  The com m issioner shall charge a replacem ent  fee for  personalized license plates and personalized 
special veterans plates issued under sect ion 168.123 as specified in subdivision 5. This fee m ust  be paid 
by the applicant  whenever the personalized plates are required to be replaced by law, except  t hat  as 
provided in sect ion 168.124, subdivision 3, and 168.125, subdivision 1b, no fee m ay be charged to replace 
plates issued under those sect ions.  

( c)  I n lieu of the regist rat ion num ber assigned as provided in subdivision 1, personalized plates and 
personalized special veterans plates m ust  have im printed on them  a ser ies of not  m ore than seven 
num bers and let ters, or five num bers and let ters for personalized special veterans plates, in any 
com binat ion and, as applicable, sat isfy the design requirem ents of sect ion 168.123, 168.124, or 168.125. 
When an applicant  has once obtained personalized plates or personalized special veterans plates, the 
applicant  shall have a prior claim  for sim ilar personalized plates or personalized special veterans plates in 
the next  succeeding year as long as current  m otor vehicle regist rat ion is m aintained. 



(d)  The com m issioner shall adopt  rules in the m anner provided by chapter 14, regulat ing the issuance and 
t ransfer of personalized plates and personalized special veterans plates. No words or com binat ion of 
let ters placed on these plates m ay be used for com m ercial advert ising, be of an obscene, indecent , or 
im m oral nature, or be of a nature that  would offend public m orals or decency. The call signals or let ters of 
a radio or t elevision stat ion are not  com m ercial advert ising for the purposes of this subdivision. 

(e)  Despite the provisions of subdivision 1, personalized plates and personalized special veterans plates 
issued under this subdivision m ay be t ransferred to another m otor vehicle listed in paragraph (a)  and 
owned by the applicant , upon the paym ent  of a fee of $5.  

( f)  The com m issioner m ay by rule specify the form at  for  not ificat ion. 

(g)  A personalized plate or personalized special veterans plate issued for a classic car , pioneer 

car,  collector  car, st reet  rod, or  classic m otorcycle m ay not  be t ransferred to a vehicle not  eligible for  
such a plate.  

(h)  Despite any law to t he cont rary, if the personalized license plates are lost , stolen, or dest royed, the 
applicant  m ay apply and m ust  be issued duplicate license plates bearing the sam e com binat ion of let ters 
and num bers and the sam e design as (1)  the form er personalized plates or personalized special veterans 
plates under sect ion 168.123 upon the paym ent  of the fee required by sect ion 168.29 or (2)  the form er 
personalized special veterans plates issued under sect ion 168.124 or 168.125, without  charge.  

Subd. 2b. Firefighters;  special plates, rules.  

(a)  The com m issioner shall issue special plates, or  a single license plate in the case of a m otorcycle plate, 
to any applicant  who:  

(1)  is a m em ber of a fire departm ent  receiving state aid under chapter 69, has a let ter from  the fire chief, 
and is an owner of a passenger autom obile, a t ruck with a m anufacturer 's nom inal rated capacity of one 
ton and resem bling a pickup t ruck, or  a m otorcycle;  

(2)  pays a fee of $10 and any other fees required by this chapter;  

(3)  pays the regist rat ion tax required by this chapter for the m otor vehicle;  and 

(4)  com plies with this chapter and rules governing the regist rat ion of m otor vehicles and licensing of 
drivers. 

(b)  I n lieu of the ident ificat ion required under subdivision 1, the special plates m ust  bear an em blem  of a 
Maltese Cross together with any num bers or characters prescribed by the com m issioner.  

( c)  Special plates issued under this subdivision m ay only be used during the period that  the owner of the 
m otor vehicle is a m em ber of a fire departm ent  as specified in this subdivision. When the individual to 
whom  the special plates were issued is no longer a m em ber of a fire departm ent  or when the m otor 
vehicle ownership is t ransferred, the owner shall rem ove the special plates from  the m otor vehicle. I f the 
com m issioner receives writ ten not ificat ion that  an individual is no longer qualified for these special plates, 
the com m issioner shall invalidate the plates and not ify the individual of this act ion. The individual m ay 
retain the plate only upon dem onst rat ing com pliance with the qualificat ions of this subdivision. Upon 
rem oval or invalidat ion of the special plates, or special m otorcycle plate, either the owner or purchaser of 
the m otor vehicle shall obtain regular plates or a regular m otorcycle plate for  the proper regist rat ion 
classificat ion for  the m otor vehicle. 

(d)  A special m otorcycle license plate issued under this subdivision m ust  be the sam e size as a standard 
m otorcycle license plate. 

(e)  Upon paym ent  of a fee of $5, plates issued under this subdivision for a passenger autom obile or t ruck 
m ay be t ransferred to another passenger autom obile or  t ruck owned or j oint ly owned by the person to 
whom  the plates were issued. On paym ent  of a fee of $5, a plate issued under this subdivision for a 
m otorcycle m ay be t ransferred to another m otorcycle owned or j oint ly owned by the person to whom  the 
plate was issued. 

( f)  The com m issioner m ay adopt  rules under the Adm inist rat ive Procedure Act , sect ions 14.001 to 14.69, 
to govern the issuance and use of the special plates authorized in this subdivision. 



Subd. 2c. Nat ional Guard;  special plates, rules. 

(a)  The com m issioner shall issue special plates to any applicant  who:  

(1)  is a regularly enlisted, com m issioned, or ret ired m em ber of the Minnesota Nat ional Guard, other than 
an inact ive m em ber who is not  a ret ired m em ber, and is an owner of a passenger autom obile;  

(2)  pays a fee of $10 and any other fees required by this chapter;  

(3)  pays the regist rat ion tax required by this chapter;  and 

(4)  com plies with this chapter and rules governing the regist rat ion of m otor vehicles and licensing of 
drivers. 

(b)  The adjutant  general shall design the em blem  for these special plates subject  t o the approval of the 
com m issioner.  

( c)  Special plates issued under this subdivision m ay only be used during the period that  the owner of the 
m otor vehicle is an act ive or ret ired m em ber of the Minnesota Nat ional Guard as specified in this 
subdivision. When the individual to whom  the special plates were issued is no longer an act ive or ret ired 
m em ber of the Minnesota Nat ional Guard, the special plates m ust  be rem oved from  the vehicle by the 
owner. I f the com m issioner receives writ ten not ificat ion that  an individual is no longer qualified for  these 
special plates, the com m issioner shall invalidate the plates and not ify the individual of this act ion. The 
individual m ay retain the plate only upon dem onst rat ing com pliance with the qualificat ions of t his 
subdivision. Upon rem oval or invalidat ion of the special plates, either the owner or purchaser of the m otor 
vehicle shall obtain regular plates for  the m otor vehicle. 

(d)  While the person is an act ive or ret ired m em ber of the Minnesota Nat ional Guard, plates issued 
pursuant  to this subdivision m ay be t ransferred to another m otor vehicle owned by that  individual upon 
paym ent  of a fee of $5.  

(e)  For purposes of this subdivision, " ret ired m em ber"  m eans an individual placed on the roll of ret ired 
officers or roll of ret ired enlisted m em bers in the Office of the Adjutant  General under sect ion 192.18 and 
who is not  deceased. 

( f)  The com m issioner m ay adopt  rules under the Adm inist rat ive Procedure Act  to govern the issuance and 
use of the special plates authorized by this subdivision. 

Subd. 2d. Ready Reserve;  special plates, rules.  

(a)  The com m issioner shall issue special plates to an applicant  who:  

(1)  is not  eligible for  special Nat ional Guard plates under subdivision 2c, is a m em ber of the United States 
arm ed forces ready reserve as described in United States Code, t it le 10, sect ion 10142 or 10143, or a 
ret ired reserve as described in United States Code, t it le 10, sect ion 10154, and is an owner of a passenger 
autom obile;  

(2)  pays a fee of $10 and any other fees required by this chapter;  

(3)  pays the regist rat ion tax required by this chapter;  and 

(4)  com plies with this chapter and rules governing the regist rat ion of m otor vehicles and licensing of 
drivers. 

(b)  The com m issioner of veterans affairs shall design the em blem  for these special plates subject  to the 
approval of the com m issioner.  

( c)  Special plates issued under this subdivision m ay only be used during the period that  the owner of the 
m otor vehicle is a m em ber of the ready reserve. When the owner is no longer a m em ber, the special 
plates m ust  be rem oved from  the m otor vehicle by the owner. I f the com m issioner receives writ ten 
not ificat ion that  an individual is no longer qualified for  these special plates, the com m issioner shall 
invalidate the plates and not ify the individual of this act ion. The individual m ay retain the plate only upon 
dem onst rat ing com pliance with the qualificat ions of this subdivision. On rem oval or invalidat ion of t he 
special plates, either the owner or purchaser of the m otor vehicle shall obtain regular plates for  the m otor 



vehicle. While the owner is a m em ber of the ready reserve, plates issued under this subdivision m ay be 
t ransferred to another m otor vehicle owned by that  individual on paying a fee of $5.  

(d)  The com m issioner m ay adopt  rules under t he Adm inist rat ive Procedure Act  to govern the issuance and 
use of the special plates authorized by this subdivision. 

Subd. 2e. Volunteer am bulance at tendants;  special plates. 

(a)  The com m issioner shall issue special license plates to an applicant  who:  

(1)  is a volunteer am bulance at tendant  as defined in sect ion 144E.001, subdivision 15, and owns a m otor 
vehicle taxed as a passenger autom obile;  

(2)  pays the regist rat ion tax required by this chapter for the m otor vehicle;  

(3)  pays a fee of $10 and any other fees required by this chapter;  and 

(4)  com plies with this chapter and rules governing the regist rat ion of m otor vehicles and licensing of 
drivers. 

(b)  An individual m ay use special plates issued under this subdivision only during the period that  the 
individual is a volunteer am bulance at tendant . When the individual to whom  the special plates were issued 
ceases to be a volunteer am bulance at tendant , the individual shall rem ove each set  of special plates 
issued. I f the com m issioner receives writ ten not ificat ion that  an individual is no longer qualified for  these 
special plates, the com m issioner shall invalidate the plates and not ify the individual of this act ion. The 
individual m ay retain the plate only upon dem onst rat ing com pliance with the qualificat ions of t his 
subdivision. When ownership of the m otor vehicle is t ransferred, the individual shall rem ove the special 
plates from  that  m otor vehicle. On rem oval or  invalidat ion of the special plates, the owner or purchaser of 
the m otor vehicle shall obtain regular plates for  the m otor vehicle. Special plates issued under this 
subdivision m ay be t ransferred to another m otor vehicle owned by the volunteer am bulance at tendant  on 
paym ent  of a fee of $5. 

( c)  The com m issioner m ay adopt  rules governing the design, issuance, and sale of the special plates 
authorized by this subdivision. 

Subd. 2f. Original license plates.  

(a)  On applicat ion of the owner and in lieu of issuing plates under subdivision 1 to a m otor vehicle 
registered and taxed as a passenger autom obile, the com m issioner m ay assign to the m otor vehicle 
original Minnesota regist rat ion plates issued in the sam e year as the m odel year of the m otor vehicle, if 
(1)  the original plates are at  least  20 years old, (2)  the owner of the m otor vehicle has the original plates 
in possession at  the t im e of the applicat ion, and (3)  the owner provides the plate num ber t o the 
com m issioner.  

(b)  Plates displayed under this subdivision, including st ickers applied to the plates, m ust  be clearly legible 
and m ust  be displayed on the m otor vehicle. 

( c)  The com m issioner shall not  assign the regist rat ion num ber on the original plates to the m otor vehicle if 
the com m issioner determ ines that  the num ber on the original plate is ident ical to the num ber on any plate 
in the current  or  reserved num bering system  used by the com m issioner.  

(d)  Despite subdivision 1, an original plate whose num ber has been assigned under this subdivision m ay 
be displayed for as long as the plates, including tabs and st ickers on the plates, are clearly legible and the 
num ber is not  subsequent ly used by the com m issioner as a plate num ber in a regist rat ion num bering 
system . 

(e)  Despite subdivision 1, original plates assigned under this subdivision need not  bear a tab or st icker t o 
indicate the m onth or year of regist rat ion if the m otor vehicle carries the regist rat ion cert ificate issued 
under sect ion 168.11 at  all t im es when the m otor vehicle is operated on the public highways. 

( f)  The com m issioner m ay charge a fee for receiving an applicat ion and assigning original plate num bers.  

Subd. 3. 



[ Repealed, 1990 c 497 s 13]  

Subd. 4. 

[ Repealed, 1990 c 497 s 13]  

Subd. 5. Addit ional fee.  

(a)  I n addit ion to any fee otherwise authorized or any tax otherwise im posed upon any vehicle, the 
paym ent  of which is required as a condit ion to t he issuance of any plate or plates, the com m issioner shall 
im pose the fee specified in paragraph (b)  that  is calculated to cover the cost  of m anufacturing and issuing 
the plate or plates, except  for plates issued to disabled veterans as defined in sect ion 168.031 and plates 
issued pursuant  to sect ion 168.124, 168.125, or 168.27, subdivisions 16 and 17, for  passenger 
autom obiles. The com m issioner shall issue graphic design plates only for vehicles registered pursuant  to 
sect ion 168.017 and recreat ional vehicles registered pursuant  to sect ion 168.013, subdivision 1g. 

(b)  Unless otherwise specified or exem pted by statute, the following plate and validat ion st icker fees apply 
for  the original, duplicate, or  replacem ent  issuance of a plate in a plate year:  

License Plate 
  

Single 
 

Double 
 

 
Regular and Disability 

 
$ 4.50 $ 6.00 

 
Special 

 
$ 8.50 $ 10.00 

 
Personalized (Replacement) 

 
$ 10.00 $ 14.00 

 
Collector  Category  

 
$ 13.50 $ 15.00 

 
Emergency Vehicle Display 

 
$ 3.00 $ 6.00 

 
Utility Trailer Self-Adhesive 

 
$ 2.50 

  Stickers 
      

 
Duplicate year 

 
$ 1.00 $ 1.00 

 
International Fuel Tax Agreement 

 
$ 2.50 

  

( c)  For vehicles that  require two of the categories above, the regist rar  shall only charge the higher of the 
two fees and not  a com bined total. 
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Minn. Stat . § 168.013 (2009)  

 
168.013 VEHICLE REGI STRATION TAXES 
 
Subdivision 1. Im posit ion.  

Motor vehicles, except  as set  forth in sect ion 168.012, using the public st reets or highways in the stat e, 
and park t railers taxed under subdivision 1j , shall be taxed in lieu of all other taxes thereon, except  
wheelage taxes, so-called, which m ay be im posed by any city as provided by law, and except  gross 
earnings taxes paid by com panies subject  or m ade subject  thereto, and shall be privileged to use the 
public st reets and highways, on the basis and at  the rate for each calendar year as hereinafter  provided.  

Subd. 1a. 

MS 1971 [ Repealed, 1973 c 218 s 9]  

Subd. 1a. Passenger autom obile;  hearse.  

(a)  On passenger autom obiles as defined in sect ion 168.002, subdivision 24, and hearses, except  as 
otherwise provided, the tax shall be $10 plus an addit ional tax equal to 1.25 percent  of the base value.  

(b)  Subject  to the classificat ion provisions herein, "base value" m eans the m anufacturer 's suggested retail 
price of the vehicle including dest inat ion charge using list  price inform at ion published by the m anufacturer 
or determ ined by the regist rar if no suggested retail price exists, and shall not  include the cost  of each 
accessory or item  of opt ional equipm ent  separately added to the vehicle and the suggested retail price.  

( c)  I f the m anufacturer 's list  price inform at ion contains a single vehicle ident ificat ion num ber followed by 
various descript ions and suggested retail prices, the regist rar  shall select  from  those list ings only the 
lowest  price for determ ining base value.  

(d)  I f unable to determ ine the base value because the vehicle  is specially  const ructed, or for any other 
reason, the regist rar m ay establish such value upon the cost  price to t he purchaser or  owner as evidenced 
by a cert ificate of cost  but  not  including Minnesota sales or use tax or any local sales or other local tax.  

(e)  The regist rar shall classify every vehicle in its proper base value class as follows:  

 
FROM 

 
TO 

 
$ 0 

 
$ 199.99 

 
$ 200 

 
$ 399.99 

and thereafter a series of classes successively set  in brackets having a spread of $200 consist ing of such 
num ber of classes as will perm it  classificat ion of all vehicles.  

( f)  The base value for purposes of this sect ion shall be the m iddle point  between the ext rem es of it s class.  

(g)  The regist rar  shall establish the base value, when new, of every passenger autom obile and hearse 
registered prior t o the effect ive date of Ext ra Session Laws 1971, chapter 31, using list  price inform at ion 
published by the m anufacturer or  any nat ionally recognized firm  or associat ion com piling such data for the 
autom ot ive indust ry. I f unable to ascertain the base value of any registered vehicle in the foregoing 
m anner, the regist rar  m ay use any other available source or m ethod. The regist rar shall calculate tax 
using base value inform at ion available to dealers and deputy regist rars at  the t im e the applicat ion for 
regist rat ion is subm it ted. The tax on all previously registered vehicles shall be com puted upon the base 
value thus determ ined taking into account  the depreciat ion provisions of paragraph (h) .  

(h)  The annual addit ional tax m ust  be com puted upon a percentage of the base value as follows:  during 
the first  year of vehicle life, upon 100 percent  of the base value;  for the second year,  90 percent  of such 
value;  for  the third year, 80 percent  of such value;  for the fourth year, 70 percent  of such value;  for  the 
fifth year,  60 percent  of such value;  for the sixth year, 50 percent  of such value;  for the seventh year, 40 
percent  of such value;  for the eighth year, 30 percent  of such value;  for the ninth year, 20 percent  of such 



value;  for  the tenth year, t en percent  of such value;  for the 11th and each succeeding year,  the sum  of 
$25. 

( i)  I n no event  shall the annual addit ional tax be less than $25.  

( j )  For any vehicle previously registered in Minnesota, the annual addit ional tax due under this subdivision 
m ust  not  exceed the sm allest  am ount  of annual addit ional tax previously paid or due on the vehicle. 
 

* * *  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EXCISE AND SALES TAXES   
CHAPTER 297B SALES TAX ON MOTOR VEHICLES 

 
Minn. Stat . § 297B.02 (2009)  

 
297B.02 TAX I MPOSED 
 
Subdivision 1. Rate.  

There is im posed an excise tax of 6.5 percent  on the purchase price of any m otor vehicle purchased or 
acquired, either in or  outside of the state of Minnesota, which is required to be registered under the laws 
of this state.  

The excise tax is also im posed on the purchase price of m otor vehicles purchased or acquired on Indian 
reservat ions when the t r ibal council has entered into a sales tax on m otor vehicles refund agreem ent  with 
the state of Minnesota.  

Subd. 2. I n lieu tax for  older passenger autom obile. 

I n lieu of the tax im posed in subdivision 1, there is im posed a tax of $10 on the purchase price of any 
passenger autom obile described in sect ion 297B.025, subdivision 1. 

Subd. 3. I n lieu tax for  collector  vehicle.  

I n lieu of the tax im posed in subdivision 1, there is im posed a tax of $90 on the purchase price of a 
passenger autom obile or a fire t ruck described in sect ion 297B.025, subdivision 2. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



EXCISE AND SALES TAXES   
CHAPTER 297B SALES TAX ON MOTOR VEHICLES 

 
Minn. Stat . § 297B.025 (2009)  

 
297B.025 OLDER PASSENGER AUTOMOBI LE 
 
Subdivision 1. Noncollector vehicle.  

Purchase or use of a passenger autom obile as defined in sect ion 168.002, subdivision 24, shall be taxed 
pursuant  to sect ion 297B.02, subdivision 2, if the passenger autom obile (1)  is in the tenth or subsequent  
year of vehicle life, and (2)  does not  have a resale value of $3,000 or m ore, as determ ined using 
nat ionally recognized sources of inform at ion on autom obile resale values, as designated by the regist rar  of 
m otor vehicles.  

Subd. 2. Collector  vehicle.  

A passenger autom obile that  is registered under sect ion 168.10, subdivision 1a, 1b, 1c, 1d, or 1h, or a fire 
t ruck registered under sect ion 168.10, subdivision 1c, shall be taxed under sect ion 297B.02, subdivision 3. 
I f the vehicle is subsequent ly registered in another class not  under sect ion 168.10, subdivision 1a, 1b, 1c, 
1d, or 1h, within one year of the date of regist rat ion under those subdivisions, it  shall be subject  to the 
full excise tax im posed under subdivision 1. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Equipm ent  Exem pt ions 

 
From  Minnesota  Statutes: 

 

TRANSPORTATI ON   
CHAPTER 169 TRAFFIC REGULATI ONS   

VEHI CLE EQUI PMENT, SAFETY 
 

Minn. Stat . § 169.57 (2009)  
 
169.57 VEHICLE SI GNALS 
 
Subdivision 1. Stoplights.  

(a)  Any vehicle m ay be equipped and when required under this chapter,  shall be equipped with at  least  
two stop lam ps on the rear which shall em it  a red or yellow light  and which shall be actuated upon 
applicat ion of the service ( foot )  brake and which m ay, but  need not  be, incorporated with the taillam ps 
and which shall be plainly visible and understandable from  a distance of 100 feet  t o the rear during norm al 
sunlight  and at  night . 

(b)  No person shall sell or offer for sale or operate on the highways any m otor vehicle registered in this 
state and m anufactured or assem bled after  January 1, 1960, unless it  is equipped with at  least  two stop 
lam ps m eet ing the requirem ents of this subdivision, except  that  a m otorcycle, m otor-driven cycle, 
or t ruck - t ractor m anufactured or assem bled  after said date shall be equipped with at  least  one stop 
lam p m eet ing the requirem ents of this subdivision.  

Subd. 2. Turn signal. 

(a)  Any vehicle m ay be equipped, and when required under this chapter shall be equipped, with a lam p or 
lam ps or m echanical signal device of such color as m ay be approved by t he com m issioner of public safety 
and capable of clearly indicat ing any intent ion to turn either t o the r ight  or t o the left  and shall be visible 
and understandable dur ing both dayt im e and night t im e from  a distance of 100 feet  both to the front  and 
rear.  

(b)  On or aft er  July 1, 1949, it  shall be unlawful for any person to sell or offer  for sale any new m otor 
vehicle, except ing m otorcycles, m otor scooters, and bicycles with m otor at tached, unless it  is equipped 
with turn signals m eet ing the requirem ents of t his chapter.  

Subd. 3. Maintenance. 

(a)  When a vehicle is equipped with stop lam ps or signal lam ps, such lam ps shall at  all t im es be 
m aintained in good working condit ion. 

(b)  No stop lam ps or signal lam p shall project  a glaring or dazzling light .  

( c)  All m echanical signal devices shall be self- illum ined when in use at  t he t im es when lighted lam ps on 
vehicles are required. 

Subd. 4. Alterat ion of stop lam p prohibited. 

On a vehicle that  m ust  be equipped with a single center high-m ounted stop lam p under federal m otor 
vehicle safety standards, and on any other vehicle equipped with a sim ilar stop lam p, a person m ay not  
alter the stop lam p by the addit ion of an overlay or other device, or  install a replacem ent  lens, if the 
alterat ion or installat ion alters or obscures any port ion of the lam p or affects the intensity of light  em it ted. 
 

 

 

 
 



WEI GHTS AND MEASURES   
CHAPTER 239 WEIGHTS, MEASURES   
WEI GHTS AND MEASURES DIVISI ON 

  
Minn. Stat . § 239.051 (2009)  

 
239.051 DEFI NITI ONS 
 
Subdivision 1. Scope.  

The term s used in this chapter have the m eanings given them  in this sect ion.  

Subd. 2. Airport .  

"Airport "  has the m eaning given it  in sect ion 360.013, subdivision 39. 

Subd. 3. ASTM. 

"ASTM" m eans the Am erican Society for  Test ing and Materials, a private organizat ion that  ut ilizes 
com m it tees of indust ry representat ives and regulators to develop product  qualit y standards and test  
m ethods to be used by indust r ies, regulatory agencies, and purchasing agents.  

Subd. 4. ASTM specificat ion. 

"ASTM specificat ion" m eans a standard qualit y specificat ion developed and published by the Am erican 
Society for  Test ing and Materials. Each specificat ion includes references to standard test  m ethods, also 
developed and published by ASTM. 

Subd. 5. Autom ot ive fuel. 

For the purpose of enforcing the gasoline octane requirem ents in sect ion 239.792, "autom ot ive fuel"  has 
the m eaning given it  in Code of Federal Regulat ions, t it le 16, sect ion 306.0. 

Subd. 6. Collector vehicle.  

"Collector vehicle"  m eans a m otor vehicle for which the com m issioner of public safety has issued 
a pioneer  license, classic car  license, collector license, or  street  rod  license under sect ion 168.10, or a 
m otor vehicle registered as a collector vehicle in another state.  

Subd. 7. Com m issioner.  

"Com m issioner"  m eans the com m issioner of the Departm ent  of Com m erce.  

Subd. 8. Correct .  

"Correct ,"  when used in connect ion with weights and m easures, m eans conform ance with the applicable 
requirem ents of this chapter,  and rules adopted under the authority granted by this chapter.  

Subd. 9. Departm ent .  

"Departm ent "  m eans the Departm ent  of Com m erce. 

Subd. 10. Director.  

"Director"  m eans the director of the Division of Weights and Measures of the Departm ent  of Com m erce.  

Subd. 11. Dispenser.  

"Dispenser"  m eans a device designed to m easure and deliver liquid pet roleum  products used as fuel.  

Subd. 12. Dist r ibutor.  

"Dist r ibutor"  m eans a person who is licensed by the Departm ent  of Revenue, under the requirem ents of 
sect ion 296A.03, to m anufacture, refine, receive, dist r ibute, sell, or use pet roleum  products in Minnesota.  



Subd. 13. Division. 

"Division" m eans the Division of Weights and Measures of the Departm ent  of Com m erce.  

Subd. 14. EPA. 

"EPA" m eans the United States Environm ental Protect ion Agency. 

Subd. 15. Ethanol blender.  

"Ethanol blender"  m eans a person who blends and dist ributes, t ransport s, sells, or offers t o sell gasoline 
containing ethanol. 

Subd. 16. Gasoline. 

"Gasoline" has the m eaning given it  in sect ion 296A.01, subdivision 23. 

Subd. 17. Marina. 

"Marina" has the m eaning given it  in sect ion 86A.20, subdivision 5. 

Subd. 18. Met rology.  

"Met rology" m eans the science and pract ice of precise m easurem ent , including m easurem ent  of m ass, 
length, volum e, and tem perature.  

Subd. 19. Mooring facilit y. 

"Mooring facilit y"  has the m eaning given it  in sect ion 86A.20, subdivision 3. 

Subd. 20. Motorcycle.  

"Motorcycle"  has the m eaning given it  in sect ion 168.002, subdivision 19. 

Subd. 21. Net  weight . 

"Net  weight "  m eans the weight  of a com m odity excluding m aterials, substances, or  item s not  considered 
to be part  of the com m odity. Materials, substances, or item s not  considered to be part  of the com m odity 
include, but  are not  lim ited to, containers, conveyances, bags, wrappers, packaging m aterials, labels, 
individual piece coverings, decorat ive accom panim ents, and coupons.  

Subd. 22. Oxygenate. 

"Oxygenate" m eans agr iculturally derived, denatured ethanol, ETBE, MTBE, or other alcohol or ether, 
approved as an oxygenate by the United States Environm ental Protect ion Agency.  

Subd. 23. Oxygenated gasoline. 

"Oxygenated gasoline" m eans gasoline that  has been blended with agriculturally derived denatured 
ethanol or with another oxygenate approved by the United States Environm ental Protect ion Agency.  

Subd. 24. Package. 

"Package" m eans a com m odity put  up or packaged in advance of sale in units suitable for either wholesale 
or retail sale. 

Subd. 25. Person. 

"Person,"  m eans person or persons, corporat ion, partnership, stock com pany, society, associat ion, or the 
agent  or em ployee thereof.  

Subd. 26. Person responsible for  the product .  

"Person responsible for the product "  m eans a person or persons, corporat ion, partnership, stock com pany, 
society, associat ion, or  it s agent  or  em ployee who processes, blends, holds, stores, im ports, t ransfers, 



dist ributes, offers for  sale or use, or sells pet roleum  products in Minnesota and who possesses pet roleum  
products at  the t im e they are sam pled or inspected by the director.  

Subd. 27. Pet roleum  product , product .  

"Pet roleum  product "  and "product "  m ean all of the products defined in sect ion 296A.01, subdivisions 2, 7, 
8, 10, 14, 16, 19, 20, 22 to 26, 28, 32, and 35.  

Subd. 28. Prim ary standards. 

"Prim ary standards"  m eans the physical standards of the state that  serve as the legal reference from  
which all other standards and weights and m easures are derived.  

Subd. 29. Refinery, t erm inal. 

"Refinery"  or " term inal"  m eans a pet roleum  refinery, pipeline term inal, r iver t erm inal, storage facilit y, or 
other point  of origin where pet roleum  products are m anufactured, or  im ported by rail, t ruck, barge, or 
pipe;  and held, stored, t ransferred, offered for dist r ibut ion, dist ributed, offered for sale, or sold. For the 
purpose of rest r ict ing pet roleum  product  blending, this definit ion includes all refineries and term inals 
within and outside of Minnesota, but  does not  include a licensed dist r ibutor 's bulk storage facilit y that  is 
used to store pet roleum  products for  which the pet roleum  inspect ion fee charged under this chapter is 
either not  due or has been paid. 

Subd. 30. Resort .  

"Resort "  has the m eaning given it  in sect ion 157.15, subdivision 11. 

Subd. 31. Sale from  bulk.  

"Sale from  bulk"  m eans the sale of com m odit ies when the quant it y is determ ined at  the t im e of the sale.  

Subd. 32. Sam ple. 

"Sam ple" m eans a sam ple of a pet roleum  product  taken from  a dispenser or storage tank by the division 
or a sam ple of a pet roleum  product  provided to the div ision by a licensed dist r ibutor.  

Subd. 33. Secondary standards.  

"Secondary standards" m eans the physical standards that  are used in enforcing weights and measures 
laws. These standards m ust  be t raceable to the prim ary standards.  

Subd. 34. Snowm obile. 

"Snowm obile"  has the m eaning given it  in sect ion 84.81, subdivision 3. 

Subd. 35. Traceabilit y;  t raceable. 

"Traceabilit y"  and " t raceable" m ean:  

(1)  the abilit y to relate individual m easurem ent  results, through an unbroken chain of calibrat ions, to the 
United States nat ional standards m aintained by the United States Departm ent  of Com m erce, Nat ional 
I nst itute of Standards and Technology;  and 

(2)  the abilit y to produce evidence on a cont inuing basis to dem onst rate that  the m easurem ent  processes 
used by the division are producing results within the lim its of uncertainty designated by the Nat ional 
I nst itute of Standards and Technology.  

Subd. 36. Weight . 

"Weight "  m eans net  weight  when it  is used in connect ion with a com m odity sold by weight .  

Subd. 37. Weights and m easures. 

"Weights and m easures" m ean weights and m easures of every kind, inst rum ents and devices for weighing 
and m easuring, and appliances and accessories associated with these inst rum ents and devices.  



TRANSPORTATI ON   
CHAPTER 169 TRAFFIC REGULATI ONS   

VEHI CLE EQUI PMENT, SAFETY 
  

Minn. Stat . § 169.64 (2009)  
 
169.64 PROHIBI TED LI GHTS;  EXCEPTI ONS 
 
Subdivision 1. Bright  light .  

Any lighted lam p or illum inat ing device upon a m otor vehicle, other than a headlam p, a spot  lam p, or an 
auxiliary driving lam p, which projects a beam  of light  of an intensity greater than 300-candle power, shall 
be so directed that  no part  of the beam  will st r ike the level of the roadway on which the vehicle stands at  
a distance of m ore than 75 feet  from  the vehicle.  

Subd. 2. Colored light . 

Unless otherwise author ized by the com m issioner of public safety, no vehicle shall be equipped, nor shall 
any person drive or m ove any vehicle or equipm ent  upon any highway with any lam p or device displaying 
a red light  or any colored light  other than those required or perm it ted in this chapter.  

Subd. 3. Flashing lights. 

Flashing lights are prohibited, except  on an authorized em ergency vehicle, school bus, bicycle as provided 
in sect ion 169.222, subdivision 6, road m aintenance equipm ent , tow t ruck or t owing vehicle, service 
vehicle, farm  t ractor, self-propelled farm  equipm ent , rural m ail carr ier vehicle, funeral hom e vehicle, or on 
any vehicle as a m eans of indicat ing a r ight  or left  turn, or the presence of a vehicular t raffic hazard 
requir ing unusual care in approaching, overtaking, or  passing. All flashing warning lights shall be of the 
type authorized by sect ion 169.59, subdivision 4, unless otherwise perm it ted or required in this chapter.  

Subd. 4. Blue light . 

(a)  Except  as provided in paragraphs (b)  to (d) ,  blue lights are prohibited on all vehicles except  road 
m aintenance equipm ent  and snow rem oval equipm ent  operated by or under cont ract  to the state or a 
polit ical subdivision thereof.  

(b)  Authorized em ergency vehicles m ay display flashing blue lights to the rear of the vehicle as a warning 
signal in com binat ion with other lights perm it ted or required by this chapter.  I n addit ion, authorized 
em ergency vehicles m ay display, m ounted on the passenger side only, flashing blue lights to the front  of 
the vehicle as a warning signal in com binat ion with other lights perm it ted or required by this chapter.  

( c)  A m otorcycle m ay display a blue light  of up to one- inch diam eter as part  of the m otorcycle's rear brake 
light . 

(d)  A m otor vehicle m ay display a blue light  of up to one- inch diam eter as part  of the vehicle's rear brake 
light  if:  

(1)  the vehicle  is a collector vehicle,  as descr ibed in sect ion 168.10;  or  

(2)  the vehicle  is eligible to display a collector  plate under sect ion 168.10. 

Subd. 5. Flashing light  on tow t ruck.  

A tow t ruck or towing vehicle m ust  be equipped with flashing or interm it tent  red and am ber lights of a 
type approved by the com m issioner of public safety. The lights m ust  be placed on the dom e of t he vehicle 
at  the highest  pract icable point  visible from  a distance of 500 feet . The flashing red light  m ust  be 
displayed only when the tow t ruck or towing vehicle is engaged in em ergency service on or near the 
t raveled port ion of a highway. The flashing am ber light  m ay be displayed when the tow t ruck or towing 
vehicle is m oving a disabled vehicle. 

Subd. 6. Flashing am ber light . 



(a)  Any service vehicle m ay be equipped with a flashing am ber lam p of a type approved by the 
com m issioner of public safet y.  

(b)  A service vehicle shall not  display the lighted lam p authorized under paragraph (a)  when t raveling 
upon the highway or at  any other t im e except  at  the scene of a disabled vehicle or while engaged in snow 
rem oval or road m aintenance. 

(c)  A self-propelled im plem ent  of husbandry m ay display the lighted lam p authorized under paragraph (a)  
at  any t im e. 

Subd. 7. 

[ Repealed, 1991 c 277 s 18]  

Subd. 8. St robe lam p. 

(a)  Notwithstanding sect ions 169.55, subdivision 1;  169.57, subdivision 3, paragraph (b) ;  or any other 
law to the cont rary, a vehicle m ay be equipped with a 360-degree flashing st robe lam p that  em its a white 
light  with a flash rate of 60 to 120 flashes a m inute, and the lam p m ay be used as provided in this 
subdivision, if the vehicle is:  

(1)  a school bus that  is subject  to and com plies with the equipm ent  requirem ents of sect ions 169.441, 
subdivision 1, and 169.442, subdivision 1, or  a Head Start  bus that  is not  a type I I I  vehicle as defined in 
sect ion 169.011, subdivision 71. The lam p shall be perm anent ly m ounted on the longitudinal centerline of 
the bus roof not  less than two feet  nor m ore than seven feet  forward of the rear roof edge. I t  shall operate 
from  a separate switch containing an indicator lam p to show when the st robe lam p is in use. The st robe 
lam p m ay be lighted only when atm ospheric condit ions or terrain rest r ict  the visibilit y of school bus lam ps 
and signals or Head Start  bus lam ps and signals so as to require use of the bright  st robe lam p to alert  
m otorists to the presence of the school bus or Head Start  bus. A st robe lam p m ay not  be lighted unless 
the school bus or Head Start  bus is actually being used as a school bus or Head Start  bus;  or  

(2)  a road m aintenance vehicle owned or under cont ract  to the Departm ent  of Transportat ion or a road 
authority of a county, hom e rule or statutory city, or t own, but  the st robe lam p m ay only be operated 
while the vehicle is actually engaged in snow rem oval during daylight  hours.  

(b)  Notwithstanding sect ions 169.55, subdivision 1;  169.57, subdivision 3, paragraph (b) ;  or any other 
law to the cont rary, a vehicle m ay be equipped with a 360-degree flashing st robe lam p that  em its an 
am ber light  with a flash rate of 60 to 120 flashes a m inute, and the lam p m ay be used as provided in this 
subdivision, if the vehicle is a rural m ail carr ier vehicle, provided that  the st robe lam p is m ounted at  the 
highest  pract icable point  on the vehicle. The st robe lam p m ay only be operated while the vehicle is 
actually engaged during daylight  hours in the delivery of m ail to residents on a rural m ail route.  

( c)  A st robe lam p authorized by this sect ion shall be of a double flash type cert ified to the com m issioner of 
public safet y by the m anufacturer as being weatherproof and having a m inimum  effect ive light  output  of 
200 candelas as m easured by the Blondel-Rey form ula. 

Subd. 9. Warning lam p on vehicles collect ing solid waste. 

A vehicle used to collect  solid waste m ay be equipped with a single am ber gaseous discharge warning 
lam p that  m eets the Society of Autom ot ive Engineers standard J 1318, Class 2. The lam p m ay be 
operated only when the collect ion vehicle is in the process of collect ing solid waste and is either:  

(1)  stopped at  an establishm ent  where solid waste is to be collected;  or  

(2)  t raveling at  a speed that  is at  least  ten m iles per hour below the posted speed lim it  and m oving 
between establishm ents where solid waste is to be collected. 

Subd. 10. Cover for lam p or reflector.  

(a)  Except  as provided in paragraph (b) , it  is prohibited for any person to:  

(1)  equip a m otor vehicle with any equipm ent  or m aterial that  covers a headlam p, taillam p, or reflector;  
or  



(2)  operate a m otor vehicle fit ted with or otherwise having equipm ent  or m aterial that  covers a headlam p, 
taillam p, or reflector.  

(b)  Paragraph (a)  does not  apply to:  

(1)  any m anufacturer's original equipm ent  or m aterial;  

(2)  any equipm ent  or  m aterial that  is clear and colorless;  or  

(3)  the covering for  auxiliary lights required under sect ion 169.56.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



TRANSPORTATI ON   
CHAPTER 169 TRAFFIC REGULATI ONS   

VEHI CLE EQUI PMENT, SAFETY 
 

Minn. Stat . § 169.73 (2009)  
 
169.73 BUMPERS, SAFEGUARDS 
 
Subdivision 1. Definit ions.  

(a)  As used in this sect ion, "private passenger vehicle"  m eans a four-wheeled passenger autom obile as 
defined in sect ion 168.002, subdivision 24;  a van as defined in sect ion 168.002, subdivision 40;  a pickup 
t ruck as defined in sect ion 168.002, subdivision 26;  and a jeep- type autom obile or other m ult ipurpose 
vehicle. "Private passenger vehicle "  does not  include a collector  vehicle or 

collector  m ilitary vehicle  as defined in sect ion 168.10.  

(b)  "Suspension system " includes both the front  and rear wheels and t ires of a vehicle as specified in 
subdivision 3. 

Subd. 2. Bum per requirem ent .  

All private passenger vehicles shall be equipped with front  and rear bum pers, except  that  pickup t rucks 
and vans shall be equipped with front  bum pers and with either rear bum pers or reflectors.  

Subd. 3. 

MS 1978 [ Repealed, 1980 c 498 s 7]  

Subd. 3. Bum per rest r ict ions. 

No person shall operate a private passenger vehicle that :  (a)  was originally equipped with bum pers as 
standard equipm ent , unless the vehicle is equipped with bum pers equal to the original equipm ent ;  or (b)  
has a suspension system  or body so m odified that  the height  of the vehicle or any bum pers varies m ore 
than six inches from  the original m anufactured height  for the vehicle. 

Subd. 4. 

MS 1978 [ Repealed, 1980 c 498 s 7]  

Subd. 4. Maxim um  bum per height . 

(a)  Notwithstanding the rest r ict ions contained in subdivision 3, bum pers required under this sect ion shall 
not  exceed a height  of ( 1)  20 inches on any passenger autom obile or stat ion wagon or (2)  25 inches on 
any four-wheel drive m ult ipurpose t ype vehicle, van as defined in sect ion 168.002, subdivision 40, or 
pickup t ruck as defined in sect ion 168.002, subdivision 26, when the vehicle is being operated on a public 
highway. The height  of the bum per shall be determ ined by m easuring from  the bot tom  of the bum per, 
excluding any vert ical bum per at tachm ents, t o the ground. A vehicle which has an original bum per which 
does not  exceed a height  of 30 inches m ay be m odified by at taching a full width bum per to the regular 
bum per t o m eet  the height  requirem ent .  The at tached bum per m ust  be at  least  4.5 inches in vert ical 
height , be centered on the vehicle's centerline, extend at  least  ten inches on either side of the fram e, and 
be at tached to the fram e in at  least  four places with angle braces at  no less than 45 degrees so that  it  
effect ively t ransfers im pact  to an extent  equal to or greater than the original bum per.  

(b)  Com petent  evidence that  a vehicle was originally m anufactured with bum pers higher than prescribed 
in this subdivision shall be an affirm at ive defense in any act ion under this sect ion. 

Subd. 4a. Rear-end protect ion for other vehicles. 

(a)  Vehicles other than private passenger vehicles, collector  vehicles, collector  m ilitary vehicles,  and 
other vehicles specifically exem pted by law from  such requirem ents m ust  m eet  the rear- end protect ion 
requirem ents of federal m otor carrier regulat ions, Code of Federal Regulat ions, t it le 49, sect ion 393.86. 



(b)  Notwithstanding cont rary regulat ions cited in paragraph (a) , a t ruck- t ractor and sem it railer 
com binat ion with a sem it railer length longer than 50 feet  whose fram e or body extends m ore than 36 
inches beyond the rear of it s rearm ost  axle m ust  not  be operated on the highways of this state unless 
equipped with a bum per or underride guard on the ext rem e rear of the fram e or body. The bum per or 
underride guard m ust :  

(1)  provide a cont inuous horizontal beam  having a m axim um  ground clearance of 22 inches, as m easured 
with the vehicle em pty and on level ground;  and 

(2)  extend to within four inches of the lateral ext rem it ies of the sem it railer on both left  and r ight  sides. 

Subd. 5. 

MS 1978 [ Repealed, 1980 c 498 s 7]  

Subd. 5. Misdem eanor.  

Any person who violates this sect ion is guilt y of a m isdem eanor.  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WEI GHTS AND MEASURES   
CHAPTER 239 WEIGHTS, MEASURES   

PETROLEUM PRODUCTS 

 
Minn. Stat . § 239.791 (2009)  

239.791 OXYGENATED GASOLINE 
 
Subdivision 1. Minim um ethanol content  required.  

(a)  Except  as provided in subdivisions 10 to 14, a person responsible for the product  shall ensure that  all 
gasoline sold or offered for  sale in Minnesota m ust  contain at  least  the quant it y of ethanol required by 
clause (1)  or (2) , whichever is greater:  

(1)  10.0 percent  denatured ethanol by volum e;  or  

(2)  the m axim um  percent  of denatured ethanol by volum e authorized in a waiver granted by the United 
States Environm ental Protect ion Agency under sect ion 211( f) (4)  of the Clean Air Act , United States Code, 
t it le 42, sect ion 7545, subsect ion ( f) , paragraph (4) . 

(b)  For purposes of enforcing the m inim um  ethanol requirem ent  of paragraph (a) , clause (1) ,  a 
gasoline/ ethanol blend will be const rued to be in com pliance if the ethanol content , exclusive of 
denaturants and perm it ted contam inants, com prises not  less than 9.2 percent  by volum e and not  m ore 
than 10.0 percent  by volum e of the blend as determ ined by an appropriate United States Environm ental 
Protect ion Agency or Am erican Society of Test ing Materials standard m ethod of analysis of alcohol/ ether 
content  in engine fuels. 

( c)  The provisions of this subdivision are suspended during any period of t im e that  subdivision 1a, 
paragraph (a) , is in effect .  

Subd. 1a. Minimum  ethanol content  required.  

(a)  Except  as provided in subdivisions 10 to 14, on August  30, 2013, and thereafter,  a person responsible 
for  the product  shall ensure that  all gasoline sold or offered for  sale in Minnesota m ust  contain at  least  the 
quant it y of ethanol required by clause (1)  or  (2) , whichever is greater:  

(1)  20 percent  denatured ethanol by volum e;  or  

(2)  the m axim um  percent  of denatured ethanol by volum e authorized in a waiver granted by the United 
States Environm ental Protect ion Agency under sect ion 211( f) (4)  of the Clean Air Act , United States Code, 
t it le 42, sect ion 7545, subsect ion ( f) , paragraph (4) . 

(b)  For purposes of enforcing the m inim um  ethanol requirem ent  of paragraph (a) , clause (1) ,  a 
gasoline/ ethanol blend will be const rued to be in com pliance if the ethanol content , exclusive of 
denaturants and perm it ted contam inants, com prises not  less than 18.4 percent  by volum e and not  m ore 
than 20 percent  by volum e of the blend as determ ined by an appropriate United States Environm ental 
Protect ion Agency or Am erican Society of Test ing Materials standard m ethod of analysis of alcohol content  
in m otor fuels. 

( c)  No m otor fuel shall be deem ed to be a defect ive product  by virtue of the fact  that  the m otor fuel is 
form ulated or blended pursuant  to the requirem ents of paragraph (a)  under any theory of liabilit y except  
for  sim ple or willful negligence or fraud. This paragraph does not  preclude an act ion for  negligent , 
fraudulent , or willful acts. This paragraph does not  affect  a person whose liabilit y arises under chapter 
115, water pollut ion cont rol;  115A, waste m anagem ent ;  115B, environm ental response and liabilit y;  
115C, leaking underground storage tanks;  or 299J, pipeline safety;  under public nuisance law for  dam age 
to the environm ent  or  t he public health;  under any other environm ental or public health law;  or under any 
environm ental or public health ordinance or program  of a m unicipalit y as defined in sect ion 466.01.  

(d)  This subdivision expires on Decem ber 31, 2010, if by that  date:  

(1)  the com m issioner of agriculture cert ifies and publishes the cert ificat ion in the State Register that  at  
least  20 percent  of the volum e of gasoline sold in the state is denatured ethanol;  or  



(2)  federal approval has not  been granted under paragraph (a) , clause (1) . The United States 
Environm ental Protect ion Agency's failure to act  on an applicat ion shall not  be deem ed approval under 
paragraph (a) , clause (1) , or a waiver under sect ion 211( f) (4)  of the Clean Air Act , United States Code, 
t it le 42, sect ion 7545, subsect ion ( f) , paragraph (4) . 

Subd. 2. 

[ Repealed, 1993 c 250 s 3]  

Subd. 3. Blending rest r ict ion. 

When gasoline contains an oxygenate, a person responsible for  the product  shall not  blend the product  
with ethanol or with any other oxygenate after it  is t ransferred or otherwise rem oved from  a refinery or 
term inal. 

Subd. 4. 

[ Repealed, 1995 c 220 s 141]  

Subd. 5. 

[ Repealed, 1995 c 220 s 141]  

Subd. 6. 

[ Repealed, 1995 c 220 s 141]  

Subd. 7. Ethanol records;  state audit . 

The director shall audit  the records of registered ethanol blenders to ensure that  each blender has m et  all 
requirem ents in this chapter.  Specific inform at ion or data relat ing to sales figures or to processes or 
m ethods of product ion unique to the blender or  that  would tend to adversely affect  the com pet it ive 
posit ion of the blender m ust  be only for  the confident ial use of the director,  unless otherwise specifically 
authorized by the registered blender.  

Subd. 8. Disclosure. 

A refinery or term inal, shall provide, at  the t im e gasoline is sold or t ransferred from  the refinery or 
term inal, a bill of lading or shipping m anifest  to the person who receives the gasoline. For oxygenated 
gasoline, the bill of lading or shipping m anifest  m ust  include the ident ity and the volum e percentage or 
gallons of oxygenate included in the gasoline, and it  m ust  state:  "This fuel contains an oxygenate. Do not  
blend this fuel with ethanol or with any other oxygenate."  For nonoxygenated gasoline sold or t ransferred 
after  Septem ber 30, 1997, the bill or m anifest  m ust  state:  "This fuel is not  oxygenated. I t  m ust  not  be 
sold at  retail in Minnesota."  This subdivision does not  apply to sales or t ransfers of gasoline between 
refineries, between term inals, or between a refinery and a term inal. 

Subd. 9. 

[ Repealed, 1995 c 220 s 141]  

Subd. 10. Exem pt ion for airport .  

A person responsible for  the product  m ay offer  for sale, sell, or dispense at  an airport ,  for use in airplanes, 
gasoline that  is not  oxygenated in accordance with subdivision 1 if the gasoline is unleaded prem ium  
grade as defined in sect ion 239.751, s ubdivision 4. 

Subd. 10a. Exem pt ion for resorts, m arinas, and houseboat  rental com panies. 

A person responsible for  the product  m ay offer  for sale, sell, or dispense at  a resort , m arina, or houseboat  
rental com pany gasoline that  is not  oxygenated in accordance with subdivision 1 if the gasoline has an 
octane rat ing of 87 or higher;  is delivered into onsite bulk storage;  and is not  used for a licensed m otor 
vehicle as defined in sect ion 168.002, subdivision 18. 

Subd. 11. Exem pt ion for m otor sport s racing. 



A person responsible for  the product  m ay offer  for sale, sell, or dispense at  a public or private racecourse, 
gasoline that  is not  oxygenated in accordance with subdivision 1 if the gasoline is intended to be used 
exclusively as a fuel for off-highway m otor sports racing events.  

Subd. 12. Exem pt ion for collector  vehicle  and off- road use. 

(a)  A person responsible for  the product  m ay offer for sale, sell, or dispense at  a retail gasoline stat ion for 
use in collector  vehicles or vehicles eligible to be licensed as collector  vehicles,  off-
road vehicles,  m otorcycles, boats, snowm obiles, or sm all engines, gasoline that  is not  oxygenated in 
accordance with subdivision 1 if the person m eets the condit ions in paragraphs (b)  to (e) .  I f the 
nonoxygenated gasoline is for  use in a sm all engine, it  m ust  be dispensed into a can with a capacity of six 
or fewer gallons. 

(b)  The nonoxygenated gasoline m ust  be unleaded prem ium  grade as defined in sect ion 239.751, 
subdivision 4. 

( c)  No m ore than one storage tank on the prem ises of the retail gasoline stat ion m ay be used for storage 
of the nonoxygenated gasoline offered for sale, sold, or dispensed by the stat ion.  

(d)  The pum p stands m ust  be posted with a perm anent  not ice stat ing:  "NONOXYGENATED GASOLINE. 
FOR USE IN COLLECTOR VEHI CLES OR VEHI CLES ELI GIBLE TO BE LICENSED 
AS COLLECTOR VEHI CLES,  OFF-ROAD VEHI CLES,  MOTORCYCLES, BOATS, SNOWMOBILES, OR SMALL 
ENGINES ONLY."  

This not ice m ust  be posted at  least  two feet  above the ground. A retail gasoline stat ion that  sells 
nonoxygenated prem ium  gasoline as defined in sect ion 239.791, subdivision 15, m ust  register  every two 
years with the director, or an ent it y appointed by the director, on form s approved by the director,  the 
total am ount  of nonoxygenated prem ium  gasoline sold annually. 

Subd. 13. Exem pt ion for certain r iparian landowners.  

(a)  A person responsible for  the product  m ay offer for sale, sell, and deliver direct ly to a bulk fuel storage 
tank gasoline that  is not  oxygenated in accordance with subdivision 1 if the condit ions in paragraphs (b)  to 
(e)  are m et .  

(b)  The nonoxygenated gasoline m ust  be unleaded prem ium  grade as defined in sect ion 239.751, 
subdivision 4. 

( c)  The bulk fuel storage tank m ust  be stat ionary or perm anent .  

(d)  The bulk fuel storage tank m ust  be under the cont rol of an owner of lit toral or r iparian property and 
located on that  lit toral or r iparian property.  

(e)  The nonoxygenated gasoline m ust  be purchased for use in vehicles that  would qualify for  an 
exem pt ion under subdivision 12, paragraph (a) .  

Subd. 14. Exem pt ion for aircraft  operator.  

A person responsible for  the product  m ay offer  for sale, sell, and deliver direct ly to a bulk fuel storage 
tank gasoline that  is not  oxygenated in accordance with subdivision 1 for use in aircraft  if the 
nonoxygenated gasoline is unleaded prem ium  grade as defined in sect ion 239.751, subdivision 4.  

Subd. 15. Exem pt ion for certain blend pum ps. 

(a)  A person responsible for  the product , who offers for sale, sells, or dispenses nonoxygenated prem ium  
gasoline under one or m ore of the exem pt ions in subdivisions 10 to 14, m ay sell, offer for sale, or  
dispense oxygenated gasoline that  contains less than the m inim um  am ount  of ethanol required under 
subdivision 1 if all of the following condit ions are m et :  

(1)  the blended gasoline has an octane rat ing of 88 or greater;  

(2)  the gasoline is a blend of oxygenated gasoline m eet ing the requirem ents of subdivision 1 with 
nonoxygenated prem ium  gasoline;  



(3)  the blended gasoline contains not  m ore than ten percent  nonoxygenated prem ium  gasoline;  

(4)  the blending of oxygenated gasoline with nonoxygenated gasoline occurs within the gasoline 
dispenser;  and 

(5)  the gasoline stat ion at  which the gasoline is sold, offered for sale, or  delivered is equipped to store 
gasoline in not  m ore than two storage tanks.  

(b)  This subdivision applies only to those persons who m et  the condit ions in paragraph (a) , clauses (1)  
through (5) , on August  1, 2004, and registered with the director by Novem ber 1, 2004.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TRANSPORTATI ON   
CHAPTER 169 TRAFFIC REGULATI ONS   

VEHI CLE EQUI PMENT, SAFETY 

 
Minn. Stat . § 169.62 (2009)  

 
169.62 CERTAIN LIGHTS PERMI TTED ON OLD MOTOR VEHI CLES 
 
Headlam ps arranged to provide a single dist r ibut ion of light  not  supplem ented by auxiliary driving lam ps 
shall be perm it ted on m otor vehicles m anufactured  and sold prior  to January 1, 1938, in lieu of 
m ult iple-beam  road- light ing equipm ent  herein specified if the single dist r ibut ion of light  com plies with the 
following requirem ents and lim itat ions:  

(a)  The headlam ps shall be so aim ed that  when the vehicle is fully loaded none of the high- intensity 
port ion of the lam p beam  rises above a horizontal plane passing through the headlam p centers parallel to 
the level surface upon which the vehicle stands, and in no case higher than 42 inches above the level on 
which the vehicle stands at  a distance of 75 and m ore feet  ahead.  

(b)  The intensity shall be sufficient  to reveal persons and vehicles at  a distance of at  least  200 feet .  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TRANSPORTATI ON   
CHAPTER 169 TRAFFIC REGULATI ONS   

VEHI CLE EQUI PMENT, SAFETY 

 
Minn. Stat . § 169.67 (2009)  

 
169.67 BRAKES 
 
Subdivision 1. Motor vehicle.  

Every m otor vehicle, other than a m otorcycle, when operated upon a highway, shall be equipped with 
brakes adequate to cont rol the m ovem ent  of and to stop and hold such vehicle, including two separate 
m eans of applying the brakes, each of which m eans shall be effect ive to apply the brakes to at  least  two 
wheels. I f these two separate m eans of applying the brakes are connected in any way, they shall be so 
const ructed that  failure of any one part  of the operat ing m echanism  shall not  leave the m otor vehicle 
without  brakes on at  least  two wheels. The requirem ent  in this subdivision for separate braking system s 
does not  apply to a com m ercial m otor vehicle described in sect ion 169.781, subdivision 5, paragraph (d) .  

Subd. 2. Motorcycle and bicycle. 

Every m otorcycle, and bicycle with m otor at tached, when operated upon a highway, shall be equipped 
with at  least  one brake, which m ay be operated by hand or foot .  

Subd. 3. Trailer, sem it railer. 

(a)  No t railer or sem it railer with a gross vehicle weight  of 3,000 or m ore pounds, or  a gross weight  that  
exceeds the em pty weight  of the towing vehicle, m ay be drawn on a highway unless it  is equipped with 
brakes that  are adequate to cont rol the m ovem ent  of and to stop and hold the t railer or sem it railer. A 
surge brake on a t railer or sem it railer m eets the requirem ent  of this paragraph for brakes adequate to 
stop and hold the t railer or  sem it railer. 

(b)  No t railer or sem it railer with a gross vehicle weight  of m ore than 3,000 pounds m ay be drawn on a 
highway unless it  is equipped with brakes that  are so const ructed that  t hey are adequate to stop and hold 
the t railer or  sem it railer whenever it  becom es detached from  the towing vehicle. 

( c)  Except  as provided in paragraph (d) , paragraph (a)  does not  apply t o:  

(1)  a towed custom  service vehicle drawn by a m otor vehicle that  is equipped with brakes that  m eet  the 
standards of subdivision 5, provided that  such a towed custom  service vehicle that  exceeds 30,000 pounds 
gross weight  m ay not  be drawn at  a speed of m ore than 45 m iles per hour;  

(2)  a m otor vehicle drawn by another m otor vehicle that  is equipped with brakes that  m eet  the standards 
of subdivision 5;  and 

(3)  a disabled vehicle while being towed to a place of repair.  

(d)  Vehicles described in paragraph (c) , clause (2) , m ay be operated without  com plying with paragraph 
(a)  only if the t railer or sem it railer does not  exceed the following gross weights:  

(1)  3,000 pounds while being drawn by a vehicle registered as a passenger autom obile, other than a 
pickup t ruck as defined in sect ion 168.002, subdivision 26;  

(2)  12,000 pounds while being drawn by any other m otor vehicle. 

Subd. 4. Service brakes on wheels;  except ions. 

(a)  All m otor vehicles, t railers, and sem it railers m anufactured after June 30, 1988, m ust  be equipped with 
foot  brakes on all wheels.  

(b)  Paragraph (a)  does not  apply to:  

(1)  a m obile crane that  is not  operated at  a speed of m ore than 45 m iles per hour and is capable of 
stopping within the perform ance standards of subdivision 5;  



(2)  a m otorcycle;  

(3)  a t railer or sem it railer  with a gross weight  of less than 3,000 pounds;  

(4)  a swivel- type third wheel on a t ravel t railer;  and 

(5)  a tem porary auxiliary axle at tached to a m otor vehicle during a period of vehicle weight  rest r ict ions for 
the purpose of relieving the weight  on another axle, if the com bined gross weight  on the tem porary axle 
and the axle being relieved does not  exceed 18,000 pounds and the m otor vehicle m eets all brake 
requirem ents under this sect ion. 

( c)  Paragraph (a)  does not  require brakes on the front  wheels of a vehicle  having three or m ore axles 
and m anufactured  before  July 1, 1988, if the brakes on the other wheels of the vehicle m eet  the 
standards of subdivision 5.  

Subd. 5. Perform ance standards.  

Every m otor vehicle or com binat ion of vehicles, at  all t im es and under all condit ions of loading, upon 
applicat ion of the service ( foot )  brake, shall be capable of (1)  developing a braking force that  is not  less 
than the percentage of it s gross weight  tabulated herein for it s classificat ion, (2)  decelerat ing in a stop 
from  not  m ore than 20 m iles per hour at  not  less than the feet  per second per second tabulated herein for 
it s classificat ion, and (3)  stopping from  a speed of 20 m iles per hour in not  m ore than the distance 
tabulated herein for it s classificat ion, such distance to be m easured from  the point  at  which m ovem ent  of 
the service brake pedal or cont rol begins. Tests for  decelerat ion and stopping distance shall be m ade on a 
substant ially level (not  to exceed plus or m inus one percent  grade) , dry, sm ooth, hard surface that  is free 
from  loose m aterial. 

 
Deceleration Table 

      1 2 3 4 

Classification of Vehicles and Combinations 

Braking Force as a 
Percentage of Gross 

Vehicle or Combination 
Weight 

Deceleration in 
Feet Per Second 

Per Second 

Brake System 
Application and 

Braking Distance in 
Feet 

Passenger vehicles, not including buses 52.8 percent 17 25 

Single-unit vehicles with a manufacturer's 
gross vehicle weight rating of less than 10,000 
pounds 43.5 percent 14 30 

Single-unit, 2-axle vehicles with a 
manufacturer's gross vehicle weight rating of 
10,000 or more pounds, and buses not having a 
manufacturer's gross vehicle weight rating 43.5 percent 14 40 

All other vehicles and combinations with a 
manufacturer's gross vehicle weight rating of 
10,000 or more pounds 43.5 percent 14 50 

All brakes shall be m aintained in good working order and shall be so adjusted as to operate as equally as 
pract icable with respect  to the wheels on opposite sides of the vehicle. 

Subd. 6. 

[ Repealed, 2009 c 64 s 57]  
 

 

 

 

 
 



TRANSPORTATI ON   
CHAPTER 169 TRAFFIC REGULATI ONS   

VEHI CLE EQUI PMENT, SAFETY 
 

Minn. Stat . § 169.686 (2009)  
 
169.686 SEAT BELT USE REQUIRED;  PENALTY 
 
Subdivision 1. Seat  belt  requirem ent .  

(a)  Except  as provided in sect ion 169.685, a properly adjusted and fastened seat  belt , including both the 
shoulder and lap belt  when the vehicle is so equipped, shall be worn by the driver and passengers of a 
passenger vehicle, com m ercial m otor vehicle, t ype I I I  vehicle, and type I I I  Head Start  vehicle.  

(b)  A person who is 15 years of age or older and who violates paragraph (a)  is subject  to a fine of $25. 
The driver of the vehicle in which a violat ion occurs is subject  to a $25 fine for each violat ion of paragraph 
(a)  by the driver or  by a passenger under the age of 15, but  the court  m ay not  im pose m ore than one 
surcharge under sect ion 357.021, subdivision 6, on the driver. The Departm ent  of Public Safety shall not  
record a violat ion of this subdivision on a person's driving record.  

Subd. 1a. Definit ions. 

(a)  For purposes of this sect ion, the following term s have the m eanings given. 

(b)  "Passenger vehicle"  m eans:  

(1)  a passenger autom obile defined in sect ion 168.002, subdivision 24;  

(2)  a pickup t ruck;  

(3)  a van;  

(4)  a com m uter van, as defined in sect ion 168.126;  and 

(5)  a recreat ional vehicle, as defined in sect ion 168.002, subdivision 27. 

(c)  "Passenger vehicle"  does not  include a m otorcycle, m otorized bicycle, bus, school bus, a vehicle 
designed to operate exclusively on railroad t racks, a farm  t ruck as defined in sect ion 168.002, subdivision 
8, or special m obile equipm ent  as defined in sect ion 168.002, subdivision 31. 

(d)  "Pickup t ruck" m eans a t ruck, regardless of m anufacturer's nom inal rated carrying capacity, that  is 
com m only known as a pickup t ruck.  

(e)  "Van" m eans a vehicle, regardless of the m anufacturer's nom inal rated carrying capacity, of a box- like 
design that  (1)  has no barrier  or separat ion between the operator 's area and the rem ainder of the cargo-
carrying area, or (2)  is designed to carry 15 or fewer passengers, including the driver.  

Subd. 2. Seat  belt  exem pt ions. 

This sect ion shall not  apply to:  

(1)  a person driving a passenger vehicle in reverse;  

(2)  a person r iding in a vehicle in which all the seat ing posit ions equipped with safety belts are occupied 
by other persons in safety belts;  

(3)  a person who is in possession of a writ ten cert ificate from  a licensed physician verifying that  because 
of m edical unfitness or physical disabilit y the person is unable to wear a seat  belt ;  

(4)  a person who is actually engaged in work that  requires the person to alight  from  and reenter a m otor 
vehicle at  frequent  intervals and who, while engaged in that  work, does not  drive or t ravel in that  vehicle 
at  a speed exceeding 25 m iles per hour;  



(5)  a rural m ail carr ier  of the United States Postal Service or a newspaper delivery person while in the 
perform ance of dut ies;  

(6)  a person driving or r iding in a passenger  vehicle  m anufactured before  January 1, 1965;  and 

(7)  a person driving or r iding in a pickup t ruck while engaged in norm al farm ing work or act ivity.  

Subd. 3. Appropriat ion;  special account .  

The fines collected for  a violat ion of subdivision 1 m ust  be deposited in t he state t reasury and credited to 
a special account  to be known as the em ergency m edical services relief account . Ninety percent  of the 
m oney in the account  shall be dist r ibuted to the eight  regional em ergency m edical services system s 
designated by the Em ergency Medical Services Regulatory Board under sect ion 144E.50, for personnel 
educat ion and t raining, equipm ent  and vehicle purchases, and operat ional expenses of em ergency life 
support  t ransportat ion services. The board of directors of each em ergency m edical services region shall 
establish criteria for funding. Ten percent  of the m oney in the account  shall be dist r ibuted to the 
com m issioner of public safet y for  the expenses of t raffic safety educat ional program s conducted by State 
Pat rol t roopers. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Em issions Exem pt ions 

 
Minnesota does not  operate a vehicle em issions test ing program . 

 











MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

DRIVER AND VEHICLE S ERVICES DIVISION 

445 MINNESOTA ST. 

ST. PAUL, MN 55101 

651-296-6911 

 

AFFIDAVIT OF RECONSTRUCTION/SPECIAL ASSEMBLY 
 

It is against Federal and State laws to tamper with or remove a vehicle identification number (VIN) plate or label. Destruction, 

removal, alteration, covering, or defacement of the original vehicle identification number may be cause for the Department to refuse to 

title or register your vehicle.  Reconstructed and specially assembled vehicles are subject to a motor vehicle inspection. 
 
Side A - Cars/Trucks/Pickups 
This affidavit must accompany the application to title your reconstructed or specially assembled vehicle.  Original titles, 

manufacturer's certificates of origin and/or receipts for all major parts used in the reconstruction must accompany this affidavit.  

Please refer to the Guide for Reconstructed Vehicles for minimum proof of ownership requirements. 
 

Current License Plate Number: ___________________  

Current Title Number: ___________________________  

Part Part Number/VIN of Parts Vehicle Obtained From 
Body 
Cab 

  

Frame 
Chassis 

  

Doors   

Fender 
Bumper 

  

Quarter Panel   

Front End Assembly 
Rear Clip 

  

Engine   

Transmission   

Hood 
Roof 

  

Other Changes: 

Describe fully any other changes such as cutting down the body or frame, changes of springs, wheels, axles, etc. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
        
Repair Shop Name/Phone 

 
        

Assembler’s/Rebuilder’s Signature 

 
        

Owner’s Name 

 Subscribed and sworn to me before this 

  day of   ,   
 

    
Notary Public’s Signature 

 
Notary Public County of    

My Commission Expires:    

PS2015A-09 

 



 
Side B - Motorcycles 

This affidavit must accompany the application to title your reconstructed or specially assembled motorcycle.  Original titles, 

manufacturer's certificates of origin and/or receipts for all major parts used in the construction must accompany this affidavit.  Please 

refer to the Guide For Reconstructed Vehicles for minimum proof of ownership requirements.  If you are doing a reconstruction that 

would require the removal of a vehicle identification number (VIN), such as cutting the neckpiece for a custom rake, you must contact 

the Inspection Unit at 651-296-9520 before beginning the reconstruction.   
 

Current License Plate Number: ___________________  

Current Title Number: ___________________________  

Part Part Number/VIN of Parts Vehicle Obtained From 
Frame   

Engine 
Engine Cases 
Note: If the engine was not 
purchased as a complete assembly, 
receipts for motor parts and cases 
required. 
 

  

Transmission 
Note: If the transmission was not 
purchased as a complete assembly, 
receipts for transmission parts and 
cases are requried. 

  

Fork Assembly   

Front Wheel Assembly   

Rear Wheel Assembly   

Other Changes: 

Describe fully any other changes. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

        
Repair Shop Name/Phone 

 
        

Assembler’s/Rebuilder’s Signature 

 
        

Owner’s Name 

 Subscribed and sworn to me before this 

  day of   ,   
 
    
Notary Public’s Signature 

 

Notary Public County of    

My Commission Expires:    

PS2015B-09 


