
MARYLAND 

Definit ions 

 

Reconstructed vehicle. Any vehicle that :  

( i)  I s of a type required to be registered under t his t it le;  and 

( ii)  Has been m aterially altered from  its original const ruct ion by the rem oval, addit ion, alterat ion, 

or subst itut ion of essent ial parts. 

 

Specially constructed vehicle.  Any vehicle that :  

       ( i)  I s of a type required to be registered under t his t it le;  

( ii)  Was not  originally const ructed under a dist inct ive nam e, m ake, m odel, or  type by a generally 

recognized m anufacturer of vehicles;  and 

       ( iii)  Has not  been m ater ially altered from  its original const ruct ion. 

 

Histor ic Motor  Vehicle.  A m otor vehicle, including a passenger vehicle, m otorcycle, or t ruck that :  

(1)  I s at  least  20 years old;  

    (2)  Has not  been substant ially altered from  the m anufacturer's original design;  and 

    (3)  Meets criteria contained in regulat ions adopted by the Adm inist rat ion. 

“Historic m otor vehicle"  does not  include a vehicle that  has been rem anufactured or reconst ructed as a 

replica of an original vehicle. 

 

Street  rod. A m otor vehicle that :  

    (1)  I s 25 years old or older;  and 

    (2)  Has been substant ially altered from  the m anufacturer's original design. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tit ling, Regist rat ion &  Fees  
 
From  Maryland Motor  Vehicle  Adm inist rat ion: 

 

Tit ling -  Hom em ade, Tw o- Stage or  Reconstructed Vehicle  

 

Explained below are the requirem ents for t it ling a “hom em ade”  vehicle, a vehicle that  was const ructed by 
m ore than one m anufacturer ( i.e., two-stage) , and a reconst ructed vehicle. These vehicles are unusual in 
that  they were built  either by (or under the direct ion of)  the vehicle’s owner or by m ore than one 
m anufacturer.   I n m ost  cases, the Maryland State Police m ust  inspect  the vehicle before it  can be t it led.  
I nspect ions are perform ed at  the MVA’s Glen Burnie garage. 

 
The requirem ents for  t it ling the following vehicles are separately discussed below:  

Fees: 

 
The fee for  t it ling a vehicle typically includes a t it le fee, excise tax, and a security interest  ( lien)  filing fee 
if required. 
The fee for  regist rat ion varies by the type of vehicle, it s weight , and/ or it s intended use. See Fees for  
Regist rat ion Plates for  m ore inform at ion.  
 
Contact  I nform at ion: 

 
MVA 
Mail I n Tit le Unit  
6601 Ritchie Highway, NE 
Glen Burnie, MD 21062 
 
MVA 
Glen Burnie Branch Office 
6601 Ritchie Highway, NE 
Glen Burnie, MD 21062 
 
For telephone quest ions: 

 
MVA Custom er Service Center:    
1-800-950-1MVA(1682)  
TTY/ Hearing Im paired:  
1-800-492-4575 
Out -of-State:  
1-301-729-4550 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



How  do I  t it le  a  k it  car? 

 
A kit  car consists of a body, steering system , fram e, and related accessories intended for  assem bly with 
an excess or salvage engine, t ransm ission drive line, rear suspension, rear axle and related accessories.  
A kit  car has the outward appearance of a Historic or  St reet  Rod vehicle ( though it  is not  t it led as such) .   
 
You can apply for  a t it le in person at  the Glen Burnie branch office. Typically, you will need to subm it  the 
following docum ents:   
 

• Proof of ow nership – The ownership docum ent  m ust  be for the vehicle fram e used in building the 
kit  car:  

o I f the fram e is new (kits usually have a new fram e included) , the cert ificate of origin 
included with the kit  is required. 

o I f the fram e is from  a used vehicle, a t it le for t he vehicle in your nam e or a t it le that  has 
been properly assigned to you is required.  

o I f the fram e is from  a salvaged vehicle, a salvage cert ificate in your nam e or a cert ificate 
that  has been properly assigned to you is required.  

o Other docum ents that  m ay establish ownership are:  
 Regist rat ion docum ent  and bill of sale – ONLY if the state from  which the fram e was 

obtained did not  issue a t it le (usually because of the vehicle’s age) .  
 Sales receipts 

• Applicat ion – You m ay use either the back of t he Maryland t it le, if applicable, or the Applicat ion 
for  Cert ificate of Tit le to request  the new t it le (and regist rat ion, if applicable) . When the Maryland 
t it le is used as the applicat ion form , com plete the sect ion ent it led Applicat ion for  Tit le and 
Regist rat ion. 

• Proof of purchase price  – You m ust  subm it  the bills of sale and/ or receipts for all parts and 
labor. 

• Odom eter disclosure statem ent  -  You m ay use the m anufacturer’s cert ificate of origin or the 
t it le to docum ent  the m ileage of the vehicle.  A separate odom eter disclosure statem ent  m ay also 
be subm it ted.  Usually the m ileage is “0”  unless the fram e was taken from  a used/ salvaged vehicle 

• Applicat ion for  Assigned Vehicle  I dent ificat ion Num ber ( if  applicable)  -  A new vehicle 
ident ificat ion num ber (VIN)  m ay be assigned to the com pleted vehicle.  The Maryland State Police 
will install the new VIN plate after they have inspected it .  

• Maryland safety inspect ion cert if icate -  A safety inspect ion is required if the vehicle is being 
registered at  the sam e t im e (m ost  cases) .   

 
Your t it le will be m ailed to you. I f you also register  the vehicle (m ost  cases) , your regist rat ion card, 
license plates and expirat ion date st ickers can be provided im m ediately when you apply in person to the 
MVA;  otherwise, these item s also will be m ailed to you.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



How  do I  t it le  a  tw o- stage vehicle? 

 
A two-stage vehicle is a vehicle that  has been built  by two separate m anufacturers. The result  is a 
standard, com plete vehicle capable of perform ing it s intended funct ion. 
 
You can apply for  a t it le at  any of the MVA’s full service branch offices. You also can m ail the docum ents to 
the MVA’s Mail I n Tit le Unit  in the Glen Burnie office, or go to an MVA licensed tag and t it le service where 
they will assist  you in applying.  Typically, you will need to subm it  the following docum ents:   
 

• Proof of ow nership  – The cert ificates of origin from  both the first  and second stage 
m anufacturers are required. 

• Applicat ion  – The Applicat ion for Cert ificate of Tit le m ust  be subm it ted to request  the new t it le 
(and regist rat ion, if applicable) . 

• Proof of purchase price  – You m ust  subm it  the bills of sale and/ or receipts for all parts and 
labor. 

• Odom eter disclosure statem ent  -  The odom eter reading will be cert ified on the cert ificate of 
origin or you m ay subm it  a separate odom eter disclosure statem ent .  

• Contract  from  a board of educat ion  -  This is needed for t it ling a school bus only.  I t  cert ifies 
that  your vehicle has been approved for  use as a school bus.   
 

Your t it le will be m ailed to you. I f you also register the vehicle (m ost  cases) , your regist rat ion card, 
license plates and expirat ion date st ickers can be provided im m ediately when you apply in person to the 
MVA;  otherwise, these item s also will be m ailed to you.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



How  do I  t it le  a  reconstructed vehicle? 

 
A reconst ructed vehicle is a vehicle that  is created by the unique alterat ion of a standard vehicle, by 
som eone other than the m anufacturer.   
 
You can apply for  a t it le in person at  the Glen Burnie branch office. Typically, you will need to subm it  the 
following docum ents:   
 

• Proof of ow nership  – The ownership docum ent  m ust  be for the vehicle fram e used in building the 
reconst ructed vehicle:  

o I f the fram e is new, the cert ificate of origin included with the kit  is required.  
o I f the fram e is from  a used vehicle, a t it le for t he vehicle in your nam e or a t it le that  has 

been properly assigned to you is required.  
o I f the fram e is from  a salvaged vehicle, a salvage cert ificate in your nam e or a cert ificate 

that  has been properly assigned to you is required.  
o Other docum ents that  m ay establish ownership are:  

 Regist rat ion docum ent  and bill of sale – ONLY if the state from  which the fram e was 
obtained did not  issue a t it le (usually because of the vehicle’s age) .  

• Applicat ion  – You m ay use either the back of t he Maryland t it le, if applicable, or the Applicat ion 
for  Cert ificate of Tit le to request  the new t it le (and regist rat ion, if applicable) . When the Maryland 
t it le is used as the applicat ion form , com plete the sect ion ent it led Applicat ion for  Tit le and 
Regist rat ion. 

• Proof of purchase price  – You m ust  subm it  the bills of sale and/ or receipts for all parts and 
labor. 

• Odom eter disclosure statem ent  -  You m ay use the m anufacturer’s cert ificate of origin or the 
t it le to docum ent  the m ileage of the vehicle.  A separate odom eter disclosure statem ent  m ay also 
be subm it ted. 

• Applicat ion for  Assigned Vehicle  I dent ificat ion Num ber ( if  applicable)  -  A new vehicle 
ident ificat ion num ber (VIN)  m ay be assigned to the com pleted vehicle.  The Maryland State Police 
will install the new VIN plate after they have inspected it . 

• Maryland safety inspect ion cert if icate  -  A safety inspect ion is required if the vehicle is being 
registered at  the sam e t im e (m ost  cases) .  

  
Your t it le will be m ailed to you. I f you also register the vehicle (m ost  cases) , your regist rat ion card, 
license plates and expirat ion date st ickers can be provided im m ediately when you apply in person to the 
MVA;  otherwise, these item s also will be m ailed to you.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Salvaged Vehicle  I nspect ion 

A vehicle with a cert ificate of salvage, issued by Maryland or any other  * state, m ust  undergo a salvaged 
vehicle inspect ion if the vehicle has been repaired and the owner wants to t it le the vehicle in Maryland. I f 
the vehicle does not  have a cert ificate of salvage, the owner m ust  first  apply for one. * New York salvage 
t it le ( form  907a)  m ust  be inspected in New York only. 

A cert ified Maryland State Police (MSP)  Salvage Inspector, m ust  perform  the salvage inspect ion.  The 
inspect ion is intended to ensure that  the vehicle and/ or it s parts have not  been stolen or it s serial 
num bers illegally rem oved. 

Note: I f the Vehicle I dent ificat ion Num ber (VIN)  plate has been rem oved from  the dashboard or 
is dam aged, it  m ust  be inspected by a m em ber of the Auto Theft  unit .  The vehicle m ust  be scheduled for a 
salvage inspect ion at  the Glen Burnie inspect ion site only  on any Tuesday (excluding State holidays)  
between 8: 30 -  12: 30. 

What  are the procedures involved in a salvaged vehicle inspect ion? 

First , schedule the inspect ion online by going to www.m dsp.org/ ased. 

• Salvage Inspect ions:  Beginning on October 1, 2008, all salvage inspect ions m ust  be scheduled 
online.  

You will receive a printable appointm ent  confirm at ion once you have entered all inform at ion and paid for 
your inspect ion. 

On your scheduled inspect ion date, please bring your vehicle, com pleted inspect ion checklist  and the 
following docum ents:  

• your personal ident ificat ion (e.g., Maryland driver ’s license) ;  
• the vehicle’s cert ificate of salvage 
• proof of ownership (bill of sale, et c.. .)  

The salvage inspector will first  review your personal ident ificat ion and salvage cert ificate or other 
ownership docum ents.  I f everything is in order and the vehicle appears to be road worthy, he then 
will conduct  the required inspect ion. When the inspect ion is successfully com pleted, the inspector will 
stam p your cert ificate of salvage and sign it  to indicate approval.  

What  m ust  I  do next  to get  m y vehicle back on the road? 

After  your vehicle passes the salvaged vehicle inspect ion, you can apply to the MVA to t it le the vehicle and 
obtain a thirty (30)  day tem porary regist rat ion that  will perm it  you to dr ive the vehicle to an authorized 
inspect ion stat ion for  a safet y inspect ion.  I f it  passes, then you should be able to register the vehicle.  For 
inform at ion about  safet y inspect ions, see Vehicle Safety I nspect ion.  For inform at ion about  how to t it le 
and register  your vehicle, check the infoMVA hom epage for the applicable process descript ions. 

Fees:  

• A $25 inspect ion fee will be collected at  the t im e the appointm ent  is m ade.  

Contact  I nform at ion:  
 
Maryland State Police  

Autom ot ive Safety Enforcem ent  Division ( ASED)  
6601 Ritchie Highway, NE 



Glen Burnie, MD 21062 
salvage@mdsp.org 

For Telephone Quest ions: 

 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MVA Custom er Service Center: 1-800-950-1MVA (1682)  
TTY/ Hearing I m paired: 1-800-492-4575 
Out- of- State: 1-301-729-4550 



 Does m y vehicle  qualify for  historic or  st reet  rod plates? 

Histor ic: 

• To qualify as a historic vehicle, your vehicle m ust  not  have been substant ially altered, rem odeled, 
or rem anufactured from  its original const ruct ion, and m ust  be 20 m odel years or older.  

• A historic vehicle 60 years or older m ay obtain a one- t im e, perm anent ,  non- t ransferable 
regist rat ion.  This vehicle regist rat ion does not  qualify for specialty plates.  

• Vehicles classified as historic cert ifies the vehicle will be m aintained for  use in exhibit ions, club 
act ivit ies, parades, tours, occasional t ransportat ion and sim ilar uses.  The vehicle owner further 
cert ifies the vehicle will not  be used for general daily t ransportat ion or prim arily for the 
t ransportat ion of passengers or property on highways.  You will need to fill out  the Applicat ion for 
Historic or St reet  Rod Regist rat ion ( form  #  VR- 096) . 

Street  Rod: 

• To qualify as a st reet  rod, your vehicle m ust  be 25 years old or older and m ust  have been 
substant ially altered from  the m anufacturer's or iginal design. 

• Vehicles classified as st reet  rod cert ifies the vehicle will be m aintained for use in exhibit ions, club 
act ivit ies, parades, tours, occasional t ransportat ion and sim ilar uses. The vehicle owner further 
cert ifies the vehicle will not  be used for general daily t ransportat ion or prim arily for the 
t ransportat ion of passengers or property on highways. You will need to fill out  the Applicat ion for 
Historic or St reet  Rod Regist rat ion ( form  #  VR- 096) .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



From  Code of Maryland Regulat ions: 

 

TI TLE 11. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON  
 SUBTITLE 15. MOTOR VEHI CLE ADMI NISTRATI ON--VEHICLE REGISTRATI ON  

 CHAPTER 14. CERTIFI CATES OF TI TLE 
 

COMAR 11.15.14.11 (2010)  
 
.11 Reconst ructed  Vehicles.  
 
   A. An applicant  for a t it le for a reconst ructed  vehicle  shall provide the Adm inist rat ion with:  

(1)  An applicat ion for a cert ificate of t it le;  

(2)  An applicat ion for an assigned vehicle ident ificat ion num ber;  

(3)  A cert ificate of t it le for the fram e;  

(4)  A bill of sale or a copy of the t it le for the body;  

(5)  Receipts for  part s and labor used to reconst ruct  the vehicle;  and 

(6)  A garage inspect ion by an authorized police officer in this State.  

B. The Adm inist rat ion shall refuse to issue a cert ificate of t it le if:  

(1)  The required docum ents are not  furnished or the inform at ion is incom plete;  

(2)  A t it le for a vehicle less than 7 years old is being assigned to the applicant  and the applicant :  

(a)  Does not  furnish a notarized bill of sale, and 

(b)  Refuses to pay excise tax on the book value of the vehicle;  

(3)  An individual bringing the vehicle to the Adm inist rat ion for a garage inspect ion by the ASED does not  
furnish a power of at t orney authorizing the individual to sign for the applicant ;  

(4)  The garage inspect ion reveals stolen part s;  or  

(5)  A security interest  t erm inat ion statem ent  has not  been furnished for each lien shown on the 
Adm inist rat ion's records. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TI TLE 11. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON  
 SUBTITLE 15. MOTOR VEHI CLE ADMI NISTRATI ON--VEHICLE REGISTRATI ON  

 CHAPTER 14. CERTIFI CATES OF TI TLE 
 

COMAR 11.15.14.12 (2010)  
 
.12 Glider Kits and Kit  Cars.  
 
   A. An applicant  for a t it le for a vehicle const ructed from  a glider kit  or  a car kit  shall provide the 
Adm inist rat ion with:  

(1)  An applicat ion for a cert ificate of t it le;  

(2)  A cert ificate of origin for  the kit ;  

(3)  A bill of sale for the kit ;  

(4)  A t it le for the fram e;  

(5)  Bills of sale or receipts for all parts and labor;  

(6)  An applicat ion for an assigned vehicle ident ificat ion num ber;  and 

(7)  A garage inspect ion at  the Adm inist rat ion or, in the case of a glider kit , a cert ified statem ent  that  
the vehicle w as assem bled  by a Maryland licensed dealer or  repair shop.  

B. The Adm inist rat ion shall refuse to issue a cert ificate of t it le if:  

(1)  The required docum ents are not  furnished or the inform at ion is incom plete;  

(2)  The individual bringing the vehicle to the Adm inist rat ion garage is not  the applicant  and cannot  furnish 
a power of at torney authorizing the individual to sign for the applicant ;  

(3)  The garage inspect ion reveals stolen part s;  

(4)  The applicat ion is being processed at  a branch office of the Adm inist rat ion, and a statem ent  cert ifying 
that  the glider kit  has been assem bled by a Maryland licensed dealer or  repair shop is not  furnished;  

(5)  A security interest  t erm inat ion statem ent  has not  been furnished for each lien shown on record;  or  

(6)  A t it le for a vehicle less than 7 years old is being assigned to the applicant  and the applicant :  

(a)  Does not  furnish a notarized bill of sale, and 

(b)  Refuses to pay excise tax on the greater of t he book value or the purchase price of the vehicle.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TI TLE 11. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON  
 SUBTITLE 15. MOTOR VEHI CLE ADMI NISTRATI ON--VEHICLE REGISTRATI ON  

 CHAPTER 05. UNORTHODOX VEHICLES 
 

COMAR 11.15.05.01 (2010)  
 
.01 Definit ions. 
 
   A. I n this chapter,  the following term s have the m eanings indicated.  

B. Term s Defined.  

(1)  "Constructed  vehicle "  m eans any vehicle  w hich has been assem bled  by anyone other than a 
m anufacturer of vehicles,  and the chassis of another vehicle w hich has been assem bled  by a bona 
fide m anufacturer was not  used during the course of const ruct ion.  

(2)  "Reconstructed vehicle "  m eans any vehicle w hich has been assem bled  from  the chassis and 
other parts of vehicles which were originally const ructed by bona fide m anufacturers of vehicles.  

(3)  Unorthodox Vehicle. 

(a)  "Unorthodox vehicle"  m eans a vehicle which is unusual in design and which deviates from  the types of 
vehicles required to be t it led and registered under the provisions of Transportat ion Art icle, Tit le 13, 
Annotated Code of Maryland, regardless if the vehicle  w as assem bled  by a bona 
fide vehicle  m anufacturer or by any other person. 

(b)  "Unorthodox vehicle"  includes m otorized wheel chairs, m inibikes, t rail m achines, beach buggies, dune 
buggies, and any other sim ilar type of vehicle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TI TLE 11. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON  
 SUBTITLE 15. MOTOR VEHI CLE ADMI NISTRATI ON--VEHICLE REGISTRATI ON  

 CHAPTER 05. UNORTHODOX VEHICLES 
 

COMAR 11.15.05.02 (2010)  
 
.02 Vehicles to be Registered as Class A Passenger Vehicles. 
 
   Const ructed, reconst ructed, or unorthodox vehicles to be registered as Class A 
passenger vehicles shall:  

A. Be inspected and approved by an authorized Maryland inspect ion stat ion before applying for t it le and 
regist rat ion;  

B. Be equipped with the equipm ent  and m echanism s required by Transportat ion Art icle, Tit le 22, 
Annotated Code of Maryland, which shall be inspected and approved by an authorized Maryland inspect ion 
stat ion;  and 

C. Com ply with the provisions of 49 CFR §§ 571.101- -571.302, which are incorporated by reference. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TI TLE 11. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON   
SUBTITLE 15. MOTOR VEHI CLE ADMI NISTRATI ON - -  VEHICLE REGISTRATI ON   

CHAPTER 06. HI STORI C MOTOR VEHI CLES 
 

COMAR 11.15.06.01 (2010)  
 

.01 Designat ion of Class. 

 

    Each vehicle registered under this chapter shall be a Class L vehicle if it  is a passenger vehicle, 

m otorcycle, or t ruck. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



TI TLE 11. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON   
SUBTITLE 15. MOTOR VEHI CLE ADMI NISTRATI ON - -  VEHICLE REGISTRATI ON   

CHAPTER 06. HI STORI C MOTOR VEHI CLES 
 

COMAR 11.15.06.02 (2010)  
 

.02 Fees. 

 

    For each Class L regist rat ion, the regist rat ion fee is as set  forth in Transportat ion Art icle, § 16-936, 

Annotated Code of Maryland. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



TI TLE 11. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON   
SUBTITLE 15. MOTOR VEHI CLE ADMI NISTRATI ON - -  VEHICLE REGISTRATI ON   

CHAPTER 06. HI STORI C MOTOR VEHI CLES 
 

COMAR 11.15.06.03 (2010)  
 
.03 Motor Vehicles Designated as Histor ic.  
 
    The owner of a vehicle  who requests regist rat ion of the vehicle  as an histor ic m otor vehicle  shall 
subm it  an Applicat ion for Histor ic Motor Vehicle  Regist rat ion and include docum entat ion that  
the vehicle  m eets all of the following criteria:  

A. I t  is at  least  20 years old or older;  and 

B. I t  has not  been substant ially altered from  the m anufacturer's original design. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



TI TLE 11. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON   
SUBTITLE 15. MOTOR VEHI CLE ADMI NISTRATI ON - -  VEHICLE REGISTRATI ON   

CHAPTER 06. HI STORI C MOTOR VEHI CLES 
 

COMAR 11.15.06.04 (2010)  
 
.04 Except ions. 
 
    A. Any vehicle  that  is registered with the Adm inist rat ion as an historic m otor vehicle  under 
the Transportat ion Art icle, § 13-936, as of April 1, 1985, and cont inues to com ply with the requirem ents 
of the Transportat ion Art icle, § 13-936(d) (2) , as out lined in Regulat ion .05A, below, m ay cont inue to be 
registered as an histor ic m otor vehicle  regardless of it s age.  

B. I f the ownership of an historic vehicle  changes, the vehicle  m ay cont inue to be registered as 
an historic m otor vehicle  if the new owner:  

(1)  Subm its an Applicat ion for Historic Motor Vehicle  Regist rat ion;  and 

(2)  Com plies with the regist rat ion requirem ents under Regulat ion .05A, below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TI TLE 11. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON   
SUBTITLE 15. MOTOR VEHI CLE ADMI NISTRATI ON - -  VEHICLE REGISTRATI ON   

CHAPTER 06. HI STORI C MOTOR VEHI CLES 
 

COMAR 11.15.06.05 (2010)  
 
.05 Regist rat ion Requirem ents and Plate.  
 
    A. The owner of a vehicle  to be registered under this chapter shall also cert ify on the Applicat ion 
for  Histor ic Motor Vehicle  Regist rat ion that  the historic m otor vehicle :  

(1)  Shall be m aintained for  use in exhibit ions, club act ivit ies, parades, t ours, occasional t ransportat ion, 
and sim ilar uses;  and 

(2)  Will not  be used for general daily t ransportat ion or prim arily for the t ransportat ion of passengers or 
property on highways. 

B. For each vehicle  registered under this chapter, the Adm inist rat ion shall issue 
special, historic regist rat ion plates of the size and design that  the Adm inist rat ion determ ines. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TI TLE 11. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON   
SUBTITLE 15. MOTOR VEHI CLE ADMI NISTRATI ON - -  VEHICLE REGISTRATI ON   

CHAPTER 06. HI STORI C MOTOR VEHI CLES 
 

COMAR 11.15.06.06 (2010)  
 
.06 Right  to Reject  and Suspend Regist rat ion. 
 
    A. The Adm inist rat ion shall have the r ight  to reject  an applicat ion for regist rat ion of a m otor vehicle 
under this chapter if the:  

(1)  Docum entat ion and cert ificat ion required under Regulat ions .03 and .05A are not  provided;  

(2)  Applicant  m ade a false statem ent  on the applicat ion;  or 

(3)  Applicant  concealed a m aterial fact  which would have an im pact  on the Adm inist rat ion's decision.  

B. The Adm inist rat ion shall have the r ight  to suspend a regist rat ion granted for 
an historic m otor vehicle  under this chapter if the:  

(1)  Vehicle  for  which the regist rat ion is granted has been substant ially altered, rem odeled, or 
rem anufactured from  its original const ruct ion;  

(2)  Vehicle for which the regist rat ion is granted is used in a m anner inconsistent  with the special 
regist rat ion requirem ents of Regulat ion .05A;  or  

(3)  Adm inist rat ion determ ines that  the owner has perpet rated a fraud against  the Administ rat ion in 
obtaining historic m otor vehicle  designat ion and regist rat ion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



From  Code of Maryland: 

 

TRANSPORTATI ON   
TI TLE 13.  VEHI CLE LAWS - -  CERTIFICATES OF TITLE AND REGI STRATI ON OF VEHICLES   

SUBTITLE 1.  CERTIFI CATES OF TI TLE 
  

Md. TRANSPORTATI ON Code § 13-104.2  (2010)  
 
§ 13-104.2. Applicat ion for  cert ificate of t it le - -  Specially  constructed , reconst ructed , and 
foreign vehicles  
 
   (a)  Definit ions. - -  

   (1)  I n this sect ion the following words have the m eanings indicated.  

   (2)  "Essent ial parts"  m eans all integral and body parts,  whether new or used, the rem oval, addit ion, 
alterat ion, or subst itut ion of which would tend to conceal the ident ity of the vehicle or substant ially alter 
it s appearance, m odel, t ype, or m ode of operat ion.  

   (3)  "Reconstructed  vehicle "  m eans any vehicle  that :  

      ( i)  I s of a type required to be registered under this t it le;  and 

      ( ii)  Has been m aterially altered from  its original const ruct ion by the rem oval, addit ion, alterat ion, or 
subst itut ion of essent ial parts.  

   (4)  "Specia lly  const ructed  vehicle "  m eans any vehicle that :  

      ( i)  I s of a type required to be registered under this t it le;  

      ( ii)  Was not  originally const ructed under a dist inct ive nam e, m ake, m odel, or type by a generally 
recognized m anufacturer of vehicles;  and 

      ( iii)  Has not  been m aterially altered from  its original const ruct ion. 

(b)  Addit ional applicat ion requirem ents. - -  I f an applicat ion for a cert ificate of t it le is for  a foreign vehicle 
previously t it led or registered in another state or count ry, for a reconst ructed  vehicle, or for  
a specially  const ructed  vehicle, the applicat ion also shall be accom panied by:  

   (1)  Any inform at ion or docum ents the Adm inist rat ion reasonably requires to establish the ownership of 
the vehicle and the existence or nonexistence of security interests in it ;  

   (2)  Either:  

      ( i)  The cert ificat ion of a person authorized by the Adm inist rat ion stat ing that  the vehicle ident ificat ion 
num ber of the vehicle has been inspected and found to conform  to the descript ion given in the applicat ion;  
or  

      ( ii)  Any other proof of the ident it y of the vehicle that  the Adm inist rat ion reasonably requires;  and 

   (3)  As to a foreign vehicle previously t it led or registered in another state or count ry:  

      ( i)  Any cert ificate of t it le issued by the other state or count ry;  or  

      ( ii)  I f the other state or count ry does not  issue a cert ificate of t it le for  vehicles of the type to which the 
applicat ion refers, a cert ified bill of sale and any regist rat ion docum ents issued by that  state or count ry.  
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TI TLE 13.  VEHI CLE LAWS - -  CERTIFICATES OF TITLE AND REGI STRATI ON OF VEHICLES   

SUBTITLE 5.  TRANSFER OF REGISTRATI ON 
 

Md. TRANSPORTATI ON Code § 13-507  (2010)  
 
§ 13-507. Salvage vehicles - -  Cert ificate of t it le  
 
   (a)  Applicat ion;  fee. - -  

   (1)  An applicat ion for a cert ificate of t it le of a vehicle for  which a salvage cert ificate has been issued 
shall be m ade by the owner of the vehicle on a form  that  the Adm inist rat ion requires.  

   (2)  An applicat ion under paragraph (1)  of this subsect ion shall be accom panied by:  

      ( i)  Except  as provided in subsect ion (c) (3)  of this sect ion, the salvage cert ificate for the vehicle;  

      ( ii)  A cert ificate of inspect ion issued by a county police departm ent  or  the Departm ent  of State Police;  
and 

      ( iii)  A cert ificate of inspect ion as required under Tit le 23 of this art icle. 

   (3)  ( i)  The Adm inist rat ion m ay establish a fee for an inspect ion under paragraph (2) ( ii)  of this 
subsect ion. 

      ( ii)  1. The fees established under this paragraph shall be collected by the Adm inist rat ion or the 
Autom ot ive Safety Enforcem ent  Division of the Departm ent  of State Police. 

         2. The fees collected under this subparagraph shall be paid to the Autom ot ive Safety Enforcem ent  
Division of the Departm ent  of State Police for t he purpose of recovering the cost  of adm inistering the 
salvage inspect ion program  and m ay not  be credited to the Gasoline and Motor Vehicle Revenue Account  
for  dist r ibut ion under § 8-403 or § 8-404 of this art icle. 

(b)  Form . - -  

   (1)  The cert ificate of t it le issued by the Adm inist rat ion shall be:  

      ( i)  I ssued in the nam e of the applicant ;  and 

      ( ii)  I n a form  as provided in this subsect ion. 

   (2)  ( i)  The Adm inist rat ion shall issue a cert ificate of t it le that  contains a conspicuous notat ion that  
the vehicle is "rebuilt  salvage" if the salvage cert ificate accom panying the applicat ion bears a notat ion 
under § 13-506(c) (2) ( ii)1 of this subt it le. 

      ( ii)  The Adm inist rat ion m ay not  issue a cert ificate of t it le for  a vehicle if the salvage cert ificate for  the 
vehicle bears a notat ion under § 13-506(c) (2) ( ii)3 of this subt it le. 

   (3)  The Adm inist rat ion shall issue a cert ificate of t it le that  contains a conspicuous notat ion that  the 
vehicle sustained cosm et ic dam age if the salvage cert ificate accom panying the applicat ion bears a 
notat ion under § 13-506(c) (2) ( ii)2 of this subt it le. 

   (4)  The Adm inist rat ion shall issue a cert ificate of t it le that  contains a conspicuous notat ion that  the 
vehicle is "Flood Dam aged" if the salvage cert ificate accom panying the applicat ion bears a notat ion under 
§ 13-506(c) (2) ( ii)5 of t his subt it le. 

   (5)  Except  for  a flood dam aged vehicle, the Adm inist rat ion shall issue a cert ificate of t it le that  does not  
bear a notat ion or other sim ilar statem ent  under this sect ion if an insurance com pany m akes a claim  
set t lem ent  on a vehicle that  has sustained dam age that  costs 75%  or less than the fair m arket  value of 
the vehicle to repair.  

( c)  Stolen vehicle. - -  



   (1)  When an insurance com pany m akes a claim  set t lem ent  on a vehicle that  has been stolen, the 
com pany shall apply for  a salvage cert ificate as provided in § 13- 506(c)  of this subt it le. 

   (2)  On receipt  of an applicat ion under this subsect ion, the Adm inist rat ion:  

      ( i)  Shall m ake the appropriate notat ion in its records;  and 

      ( ii)  May not  issue the salvage cert ificate unt il the vehicle is recovered. 

   (3)  When a vehicle that  has been stolen is recovered, the Adm inist rat ion shall:  

      ( i)  I ssue a salvage cert ificate for  the vehicle if the insurance com pany subm its a cert if icat ion under § 
13-506(c) (2) ( ii)1, 2, 3, or 5 of this subt it le;  or  

      ( ii)  I ssue a cert ificate of t it le in the nam e of the insurance com pany in lieu of a salvage cert ificate if 
the insurance com pany states that  the vehicle has sustained dam age, except  for flood dam age, that  costs 
75%  or less than the fair m arket  value of the vehicle to repair.  

   (4)  The provisions of subsect ion (b)  of this sect ion apply to a cert ificate of t it le issued under this 
subsect ion. 

   (5)  A vehicle for  which a cert ificate of t it le was issued under paragraph (3) ( ii)  of this subsect ion is 
exem pt  from  the vehicle excise tax as provided in § 13-810(a) (9)  of this t it le. 

(d)  Out -of-state vehicle. - -  I f the Adm inist rat ion receives an applicat ion for  a cert ificate of t it le for a 
vehicle accom panied by an ownership docum ent  issued by another state containing a notat ion under the 
laws of the issuing state that  the vehicle is in a condit ion that  is substant ially sim ilar to a vehicle that  is 

rebuilt  salvage under Maryland law, the cert ificate of t it le issued by the Adm inist rat ion shall contain a 
sim ilar notat ion. 

(e)  Regulat ions. - -  The Adm inist rat ion m ay adopt  regulat ions to im plem ent  this sect ion.  
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SUBTITLE 4.  REGISTRATI ON OF VEHICLES   
PART I .   IN GENERAL 

 
Md. TRANSPORTATI ON Code § 13-411  (2010)  

 
§ 13-411. Display of regist rat ion plates and tabs  
 
   (a)  Vehicles for  which two regist rat ion plates required. - -  On a vehicle for  which two regist rat ion plates 
are required, one plate shall be at tached on the front  and the other on the rear of the vehicle.  

(b)  Vehicles for  which one regist rat ion plate required. - -  On a vehicle for which one regist rat ion plate is 
required, the plate shall be at tached on the:  

   (1)  Front  of the vehicle for  a Class F ( t ractor)  vehicle;  and 

   (2)  Rear of the vehicle for  every other vehicle.  

( c)  How plates fastened;  legibilit y. - -  At  all t im es, each regist rat ion plate shall be:  

   (1)  Maintained free from  foreign m aterials, including regist rat ion plate covers as defined in § 13-411.1 
of this subt it le, and in a condit ion to be clearly legible;  and 

   (2)  Securely fastened to the vehicle for which it  is issued:  

      ( i)  I n a horizontal posit ion;  

      ( ii)  I n a m anner that  prevents the plate from  swinging;  and 

      ( iii)  I n a place and posit ion to be clearly visible. 

(d)  Operat ion without  plates or tabs prohibited. - -  Except  as otherwise expressly perm it ted by the 
Maryland Vehicle Law, as to any vehicle required to be registered under this t it le, a person m ay not  drive 
the vehicle on any highway in this State, unless there is at tached to the vehicle and displayed on it , as 
required in this t it le:  

   (1)  A regist rat ion plate or plates issued for  the vehicle by the Adm inist rat ion for the current  regist rat ion 
period;  and 

   (2)  Any validat ion tab issued for the vehicle under this subt it le.  

(e)  Allowing certain vehicles to be driven. - -  Except  as otherwise expressly perm it ted by the Maryland 
Vehicle Law, as to any vehicle required to be registered under this t it le, the owner of the vehicle m ay not  
perm it  the vehicle to be driven on any highway in this State, unless there is at tached to and displayed on 
the vehicle, as required in this t it le:  

   (1)  A regist rat ion plate or plates issued by the Adm inist rat ion for the current  regist rat ion per iod;  and 

   (2)  Any validat ion tab issued for the vehicle under this subt it le.  

( f)  Display of expired or unauthorized plates prohibited. - -  Except  as otherwise expressly perm it ted by the 
Maryland Vehicle Law, a vehicle used or driven in this State m ay not  display on either it s front  or rear any 
expired regist rat ion plate issued by any state.  

(g)  Display of im proper regist rat ion plates. - -  Except  as otherwise expressly perm it ted by the Maryland 
Vehicle Law, a person m ay not  display or perm it  to be displayed on any vehicle used or driven in this 
State any regist rat ion plate issued for another vehicle or to a person other than the owner of the vehicle.  

(h)  Histor ic or ant ique  vehicles.  - -  

   (1)  A vehicle  registered as a historic or ant ique  vehicle  (Class L)  in this State or in another state, 
when used or driven in this State, m ay display vintage  regist rat ion plates as an indicat ion of 
the histor ic or  ant ique  nature of the vehicle.  Except  as provided in paragraph (2)  of this subsect ion, the 



place on the vehicle provided for  the display of regist rat ion plates m ay only be used for the display of 
current  regist rat ion plates in accordance with subsect ions (a)  through (c)  of this sect ion, and 
any vintage  regist rat ion plates which are used shall be displayed elsewhere on the vehicle.  

   (2)  I f the Adm inist rat ion authorizes the display of vintage  regist rat ion plates in lieu of current  
regist rat ion plates, as provided in § 13-936.1 of this t it le, the vintage  regist rat ion plates shall be 
displayed as required under subsect ions (a)  through (c)  of this sect ion. However, the current  regist rat ion 
plates shall be kept  in the vehicle at  all t im es. 

( i)  Duty of police officers to report  violat ions. - -  I t  is the duty of every police officer to report  t o the 
Adm inist rat ion all vehicles operated in violat ion of this sect ion. The Adm inist rat ion shall verify whether the 
owner of a reported vehicle has com plied with this sect ion. 
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SUBTITLE 6.  SPECIAL REGISTRATI ON PLATES   
PART I I .   SPECIAL PLATES FOR CLASSIFI ED VEHICLES 

 
Md. TRANSPORTATI ON Code § 13-613  (2010)  

 
§ 13-613. Personalized regist rat ion plates for Class A (passenger) , Class D (m otorcycle) , Class E ( t ruck) , 
Class G (nonfreight  t railer) ,  Class L (historic) , Class M (m ult ipurpose) , and Class N (st reet  rod)  vehicles  
 
   (a)  Who m ay obtain. - -  

   (1)  The owner of any vehicle described in paragraph (2)  of this subsect ion m ay apply to the 
Adm inist rat ion for the assignm ent  to that  vehicle of a special, personalized regist rat ion num ber.  

   (2)  This sect ion applies only as to:  

      ( i)  A Class A (passenger)  vehicle;  

      ( ii)  A Class D (m otorcycle)  vehicle;  

      ( iii)  A Class E ( t ruck)  vehicle with a one ton or less m anufacturer's rated capacity;  

      ( iv)  A Class G (nonfreight  t railer)  vehicle;  

      ( v)  A Class L (historic)  vehicle; 

      ( vi)  A Class M (m ult ipurpose)  vehicle;  or  

      ( vii)  A Class N (st reet  rod)  vehicle. 

(b)  Fees. - -  I n addit ion to the annual regist rat ion fee otherwise required by this t it le, the applicant  shall 
pay an addit ional annual fee of $ 25, payable with the original and each renewal applicat ion for  special 
regist rat ion under this sect ion. 

( c)  Assignm ent  of special num ber. - -  

   (1)  A special regist rat ion num ber assigned under this sect ion m ay consist  of any com binat ion of not  
m ore than 7 let ters and num erals.  

   (2)  I n it s discret ion, t he Adm inist rat ion m ay refuse any com binat ion of let ters and num erals.  

(d)  Disposit ion of fees. - -  The proceeds collected annually from  the addit ional fees charged under this 
sect ion shall be dist ributed to the Transportat ion Trust  Fund.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TRANSPORTATI ON   
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SUBTITLE 9.  REGISTRATI ON CLASSIFICATIONS AND FEES   
PART I I .   CLASSIFI ED VEHI CLES 

 
Md. TRANSPORTATI ON Code § 13-936  (2010)  

 
§ 13-936. Historic m otor vehicles:  Class L (histor ic)  vehicles  
 
   (a)  "Historic m otor vehicle "  defined. - -  I n this sect ion, "historic m otor vehicle "  m eans a m otor 
vehicle, including a passenger vehicle, m otorcycle, or  t ruck that :  

   (1)  I s at  least  20 years old;  

   (2)  Has not  been substant ially altered from  the m anufacturer's original design;  and 

   (3)  Meets criteria contained in regulat ions adopted by the Adm inist rat ion.  

(b)  Rem anufactured or reconstructed  vehicles.  - -  I n this sect ion, "histor ic m otor vehicle "  does not  
include a vehicle  that  has been rem anufactured or  reconstructed  as a replica  of an original vehicle.  

( c)  Classificat ion. - -  I f registered with the Adm inist rat ion under this sect ion, 
every historic m otor vehicle  is a Class L (historic)  vehicle.  

(d)  Annual fee. - -  Except  as provided in subsect ion ( i)  of this sect ion, for  each Class L 
(historic)  vehicle, the annual regist rat ion fee is $ 25.50.  

(e)  Special regist rat ion requirem ents. - -  I n applying for regist rat ion of a histor ic m otor vehicle  under 
this sect ion, the owner of the vehicle shall subm it  with the applicat ion a cert ificat ion that  the vehicle for 
which the applicat ion is m ade:  

   (1)  Will be m aintained for use in exhibit ions, club act ivit ies, parades, tours, occasional t ransportat ion, 
and sim ilar uses;  and 

   (2)  Will not  be used:  

      ( i)  For general daily t ransportat ion;  or  

      ( ii)  Prim arily for the t ransportat ion of passengers or property on highways.  

( f)  Special regist rat ion plate. - -  Except  as provided in § 13-936.1 of this subt it le, on regist rat ion of a 
vehicle under this sect ion, the Adm inist rat ion shall issue a special, historic m otor vehicle  regist rat ion 
plate of the size and design that  the Administ rat ion determ ines.  

(g)  Except ion from  equipm ent  requirem ents. - -  Unless the presence of t he equipm ent  was specifically 
required by a statute of this State as a condit ion of sale when the vehicle was m anufactured, the presence 
of any specific equipm ent  is not  required for the operat ion of a vehicle registered under this sect ion.  

(h)  Exem pt ion from  inspect ion requirem ents. - -  A vehicle registered under this sect ion is exem pt  from  any 
statute that  requires periodic vehicle inspect ions or that  requires the use and inspect ion of em ission 
cont rols. 

( i)  Fee;  regist rat ion nont ransferable. - -  

   (1)  For a m otor vehicle m anufactured at  least  60 years prior  to the current  m odel year, there is a 
onet im e regist rat ion fee of $ 50.00. 

   (2)  Regist rat ion of a m otor vehicle m anufactured under this subsect ion is not  t ransferable to a 
subsequent  owner.  
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SUBTITLE 9.  REGISTRATI ON CLASSIFICATIONS AND FEES   

PART I I .   CLASSIFI ED VEHI CLES 

Md. TRANSPORTATI ON Code § 13-936.1  (2010)  
 
§ 13-936.1. Histor ic m otor vehicles:  Vintage  regist rat ion plates  
 
   (a)  "Vintage  regist rat ion plate"  defined. - -  I n this sect ion, "vintage  regist rat ion plate"  m eans a 
Maryland regist rat ion plate that  was actually issued for display on a m otor vehicle in a year not  less than 
25 years prior t o January 1 of each calendar year.  

(b)  Display. - -  

   (1)  Subject  t o the provisions of this subsect ion, the owner of a m otor vehicle registered under § 13-936 
or § 13-937.1 of this subt it le as a Class L (historic)  or Class N ( street  rod)  vehicle m ay display 
2 vintage  regist rat ion plates in lieu of current  regist rat ion plates on that  vehicle. 

   (2)  The Adm inist rat ion m ay authorize the display of 2 vintage  regist rat ion plates in lieu of current  
regist rat ion plates on a m otor vehicle described in paragraph (1)  of this subsect ion if:  

      ( i)  The owner of the m otor vehicle subm its an applicat ion on a form  prescribed by the Adm inist rator;  

      ( ii)  The 2 vintage  regist rat ion plates were issued in the sam e year as the m odel year of the m otor 
vehicle;  and 

      ( iii)  The owner of the m otor vehicle pays a onet im e regist rat ion fee of $ 25.50.  

(c)  Term ;  no addit ional fee. - -  I f the Adm inist rat ion authorizes the display 
of vintage  regist rat ion plates under this sect ion:  

   (1)  The vintage  regist rat ion plates shall rem ain valid for as long as t it le to the m otor vehicle rem ains 
in the person who subm it ted an applicat ion under subsect ion (b) (2) ( i)  of this sect ion;  and 

   (2)  A fee in addit ion to the onet im e regist rat ion fee prescribed in subsect ion (b) (2) ( iii)  of this sect ion is 
not  required for the issuance of the vintage regist rat ion plates.  
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Md. TRANSPORTATI ON Code § 13-937.1  (2010)  

 
§ 13-937.1. St reet  rod :  Class N (st reet  rod)  vehicles  
 
   (a)  "St reet  rod"  defined. - -  I n this sect ion, "street  rod"  m eans a m otor vehicle that :  

   (1)  I s 25 years old or older;  and  

   (2)  Has been substant ially altered from  the m anufacturer's original design. 

(b)  Classificat ion. - -  Except  as provided in subsect ion (e)  of this sect ion, if registered with the 
Adm inist rat ion under this sect ion, every street  rod  is a Class N (st reet  rod)  vehicle. 

( c)  Annual fee. - -  For each Class N (street  rod)  vehicle, the annual regist rat ion fee is $ 25.00.  

(d)  Special regist rat ion requirem ents. - -  I n applying for regist rat ion of a street  rod  under this sect ion, the 
owner of the st reet  rod  shall subm it  with the applicat ion a cert ificat ion that  the vehicle for which the 
applicat ion is m ade:  

   (1)  Will be m aintained for use in exhibit ions, club act ivit ies, parades, tours, occasional t ransportat ion, 
and sim ilar uses;  and 

   (2)  Will not  be used:  

      ( i)  For general daily t ransportat ion;  or  

      ( ii)  Prim arily for the t ransportat ion of passengers or property on highways.  

(e)  Term . - -  

   (1)  The regist rat ion of a street  rod  registered before July 1, 1987 as a Class L (histor ic)  vehicle  shall 
rem ain valid unt il m idnight  on the date indicated on the regist rat ion card issued by the Adm inist rat ion. 

   (2)  On expirat ion of a street  rod's regist rat ion as a Class L (histor ic)  vehicle , a street  rod  registered 
with the Administ rat ion shall be registered as a Class N (st reet  rod)  vehicle as required by this sect ion. 

( f)  Special regist rat ion plate. - -  Except  as provided in § 13-936.1 of this subt it le, on regist rat ion of a 
vehicle under this sect ion, the Adm inist rat ion shall issue a special street  rod  vehicle regist rat ion plate of 
the size and design that  the Adm inist rat ion determ ines. 

(g)  Except ion from  equipm ent  requirem ents. - -  Unless the presence of t he equipm ent  was specifically 
required by a statute of this State as a condit ion of sale when the vehicle was m anufactured, the presence 
of any specific equipm ent  is not  required for the operat ion of a vehicle registered under this sect ion. 

(h)  Exem pt ion from  inspect ion requirem ents. - -  A vehicle registered under this sect ion is exem pt  from  any 
statute that  requires periodic vehicle inspect ions or that  requires the use and inspect ion of em ission 
cont rols. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Equipm ent  Exem pt ions 

 
From  Code of Maryland Regulat ions: 

 
TI TLE 11. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON  

 SUBTITLE 14. MOTOR VEHI CLE ADMI NISTRATI ON--VEHICLE INSPECTI ONS  
 CHAPTER 01. GENERAL I NSPECTI ON 

 
COMAR 11.14.01.01 (2010)  

 
.01 Definit ions. 
 
    A. I n COMAR 11.14.01- -11.14.06 and 11.14.09, the following term s have the m eanings indicated.  

B. Term s Defined.  

(1)  "Adm inist rat ion" m eans the State Motor Vehicle Adm inist rat ion of the Maryland Departm ent  of 
Transportat ion. 

(2)  "Authorized dealer"  m eans a Maryland dealer licensed as a t ruck inspect ion stat ion. 

(3)  "Authorized inspect ion stat ion" m eans a facilit y which has been licensed to perform  inspect ions on, 
issue cert ificates to, or cert ify safety equipm ent  repair orders for a specific class of vehicle. The following 
classes of stat ions are authorized to inspect  the types of vehicles listed and any other type of vehicle 
authorized by the Division:  

(a)  A- -passenger vehicles, lim ousines, low speed vehicles, recreat ional m otor hom es, t rucks 10,000 
pounds and under GVWR, t railers not  equipped with air brakes, up to 20 feet  in length, and m ult ipurpose 
passenger vehicles, except  3-wheeled m ult ipurpose vehicles;  

(b)  B- -any t railer, including those equipped with air brakes;  

(c)  C- - t rucks, t ruck t ractors, buses, recreat ional m otor hom es, and converted buses over 10,000 pounds 
GVWR;  

(d)  D- -com binat ion of Classes B and C;  

(e)  F- - fleet  (m ust  own, operate, or cont rol at  least  15 vehicles) ;  

( f)  M- -m otorcycles and 3-wheeled m ult ipurpose vehicles, and t railers 20 feet  or less in length, if the 
t railers are not  equipped with air brakes;  

(g)  R- - recreat ional m otor hom es and converted buses;  

(h)  T- -any t railer up to 10,000 pounds GVWR;  

( i)  G- -com binat ion of Classes R and T.  

(4)  "Bed" m eans the load-carrying part  tem porarily or perm anent ly at tached to a vehicle and separated 
from  the passenger com partm ent  and fully enclosed on both sides by sideboards or side panels, on the 
front  by a board or panel or by the cab of the vehicle and, on the rear, by a tailgate, board, or  panel.  

(5)  Cont roller.  

(a)  "Cont roller"  m eans an individual who has m ade applicat ion for and been approved to cont rol the 
dispensing of inspect ion cert ificates to m echanics at  an authorized inspect ion stat ion. 

(b)  "Cont roller"  includes a tem porary cont roller.  

(6)  "Convict ion" has the m eaning stated in Transportat ion Art icle, § 11-110, Annotated Code of Maryland. 



(7)  "Covert  vehicle"  m eans a vehicle used by the Division to m onitor com pliance with COMAR 11.14.01- -
11.14.06 and 11.14.09, by authorized inspect ion stat ion personnel.  

(8)  Covert  Vehicle I nspect ion. 

(a)  "Covert  vehicle inspect ion" m eans the subm ission of a covert  vehicle to an authorized inspect ion 
stat ion for inspect ion. 

(b)  Covert  vehicle inspect ion m ay include the presentat ion of a fict it ious safety equipm ent  repair order 
writ ten for  the purpose of covert  invest igat ion. 

(9)  "Dealer"  m eans a dealer who is licensed in this State under Tit le 15 of the Transportat ion Art icle of the 
Annotated Code of Maryland. 

(10)  "Division" m eans the Autom ot ive Safety Enforcem ent  Division of t he Departm ent  of State Police. 

(11)  "Enclosures" m eans the front , rear, and sides of a vehicle bed as defined in Transportat ion Art icle, § 
24-106.1(d) (1) , Annotated Code of Maryland. 

(12)  "Facilit y"  m eans a dealer, vehicle repair garage, repair shop, or gasoline service stat ion.  

(13)  "Fict it ious safety equipm ent  repair order"  m eans a safety equipm ent  repair order that  is an authent ic 
docum ent ,  prepared by Division personnel, containing inform at ion that  m ay be fabricated for the purpose 
of subm ission for inspect ion and com pliance with COMAR. 

(14)  "GVWR" m eans the gross vehicle weight  rat ing as determ ined by the m anufacturer.  

(15)  " I nspect ion cert ificate" m eans a writ ten cert ificat ion by an inspect ion stat ion that :  

(a)  Cert ifies that , as of it s date, a specified vehicle m eets or exceeds the standards for equipment  
established in these regulat ions;  and 

(b)  I s signed and dated on behalf of the inspect ion stat ion by the registered individual who personally 
inspected the vehicle. 

(16)  "Licensee"  m eans the owner of a private business, all partners of a partnership and, in cases of 
corporat ions, the corporate officer or person with writ ten power of at t orney or any other representat ive of 
the corporat ion as defined under Regulat ion .02A(3)  of this chapter.  

(17)  "Lim ousine" m eans a vehicle that :  

(a)  Has been m odified or st ret ched for t ransportat ion of passengers;  and 

(b)  I s equipped with am enit ies not  norm ally provided in passenger cars, including a custom  interior, 
television, video casset te recorder, m usical sound system , telephone, ice storage area, addit ional interior 
light ing, and driver-passenger com m unicat ion such as an intercom  or power-operated driver part it ion. 

(18)  "Load cover"  m eans a device m ade of canvas or other type m aterial and used to enclose the open top 
of a vehicle bed. 

(19)  "Loose m aterial"  m eans loose m aterial as defined in Transportat ion Art icle, § 24-106.1(a) , Annotated 
Code of Maryland, and COMAR 11.15.20.01. 

(20)  "Low speed vehicle"  m eans a four-wheeled elect r ic vehicle that  has a m axim um  speed capabilit y that  
exceeds 20 m iles per hour but  is less than 25 m iles per hour.  

(21)  "Modular hom e t railer"  m eans a t railer m anufactured solely for the purpose of t ransport ing m odular 
hom es or port ions of m odular hom es. These vehicles m ay be inspected if they are overwidth or 
overlength, provided a perm it  has been issued by the State Highway Adm inist rat ion perm it t ing m ovem ent  
on the highway. 

(22)  "Mult ipurpose passenger vehicle"  m eans a m otor vehicle that :  



(a)  I s designed prim arily for carrying persons which is const ructed on a t ruck chassis or  with special 
features for occasional off- road operat ions;  

(b)  Has 3 wheels;  or  

( c)  I s of unique design that  does not  clearly m eet  the requirem ents of any other class as determ ined by 
the Division, except  4-wheel drive passenger vehicles (sedans, convert ibles, and stat ion wagons) .  

(23)  "Police officer"  m eans a uniform ed police officer or a civilian em ployee of the Departm ent  of State 
Police as defined in Transportat ion Art icle, §§ 11-147 and 23-101(g) , Annotated Code of Maryland. 

(24)  "Rebuilding" m eans the restoring of a salvage vehicle as set  forth in Transportat ion Art icle, § 13-506, 
Annotated Code of Maryland, or a vehicle which is inoperable because of the need for m ajor or  extensive 
repairs t o the body, fram e, suspension, engine, or  drive t rain. 

(25)  "Registered inspect ion m echanic"  m eans an individual who:  

(a)  Has passed the appropriate writ ten test ;  

(b)  Has dem onst rated proficiency with inspect ion and test  equipm ent ;  and 

(c)  I s not  under any type of adm inist rat ive sanct ions. 

(26)  "SAE" m eans the Society of Autom ot ive Engineers.  

(27)  "Safety equipm ent  repair order (SERO)" m eans a writ ten direct ive ordering repair of defect ive 
equipm ent  on a specified vehicle. 

(28)  Second-Stage Manufacturer.  

(a)  "Second-stage m anufacturer"  m eans a licensed second-stage m anufacturer as defined 
in Transportat ion Art icle, § 15-201, Annotated Code of Maryland. 

(b)  "Second-stage m anufacturer"  includes a person who works on an incom plete vehicle so that  it  
becom es a com plete vehicle in accordance with COMAR 11.15.27 and Transportat ion Art icle, § 15-201, 
Annotated Code of Maryland. 

(29)  "Securem ent  hardware" m eans any device or equipm ent  used to at tach or secure a cover on 
a vehicle bed. 

(30)  "Specia lly constructed vehicle "  m eans a vehicle which was not  originally const ructed under a 
dist inct ive nam e, m ake, m odel, or t ype by a generally recognized m anufacturer of vehicles and has not  
been m aterially altered from  its original const ruct ion, including kit  cars and replicas of previously 
m anufactured vehicles. 

(31)  "State police" m eans the Maryland State Police.  

(32)  "Supervisor"  m eans an individual who:  

(a)  Has m ade applicat ion for  and been approved by the Division to act  on behalf of a licensee;  and 

(b)  I s responsible for and supervises the daily operat ion of the inspect ion program  at  the licensee's 
facilit y. 

(33)  Vehicle. 

(a)  "Vehicle"  m eans, except  as otherwise provided in this regulat ion, any vehicle registered or to be 
registered in this State as:  

( i)  Class A (passenger)  vehicle;  

( ii)  Class E ( t ruck)  vehicle;  



( iii)  Class F ( t ractor)  vehicle;  

( iv)  Class G ( t railer)  vehicle;  

( v)  Class J (vanpool)  vehicle;  

( vi)  Class M (m ult ipurpose)  vehicle;  

( vii)  Class B ( for hire)  vehicle;  

( viii)  Class D (m otorcycle)  vehicle;  

( ix)  Class Q ( lim ousine)  vehicle;  

( x)  For the purpose of load covers required by Transportat ion Art icle, § 24-106.1, Annotated Code of 
Maryland, any vehicle as defined in Transportat ion Art icle, § 11-176, Annotated Code of Maryland;  or  

(xi)  For the purpose of safety equipm ent  repair orders only, any m otor vehicle, t railer, or  sem it railer, 
except  as provided in § B(29) (b)  of this regulat ion. 

(b)  "Vehicle "  does not  include any Class L (historic)  vehicle,  Class N (street  rod)  vehicle, or  t railer 
which is a m obile hom e as defined in Transportat ion Art icle, § 11-134, Annotated Code of Maryland. 

(34)  "Vehicle inspect ion handbook"  m eans copies of regulat ions governing m otor vehicle inspect ion which 
have been com piled in a handbook furnished by the Division. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TI TLE 11. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON  
SUBTITLE 14. MOTOR VEHI CLE ADMI NISTRATI ON--VEHICLE INSPECTI ONS  

CHAPTER 02. SAFETY STANDARDS FOR PASSENGER CARS, TAXICABS, LIGHT TRUCKS, VANS, 
MULTIPURPOSE PASSENGER VEHICLES, AND TYPE I I  SCHOOL VEHICLES 

 
COMAR 11.14.02.01 (2010)  

 
.01 Applicabilit y. 
 
   A. The standards, requirem ents and procedures set  forth in this chapter are applicable t o equipm ent  
originally installed by the m anufacturer or required by federal or  State requirem ents on passenger cars, 
taxicabs, light  t rucks 10,000 pounds and under GVWR, vans, m ult ipurpose passenger vehicles with a 
chassis capacity up to 10,000 pounds, and type I I  school vehicles. Any quest ions regarding passenger 
cars, taxicabs, light  t rucks, vans, m ult ipurpose passenger vehicles with a chassis capacity up to 10,000 
pounds, and type I I  school vehicle standards or specificat ions shall be referred to the Autom ot ive Safety 
Enforcem ent  Division of the Maryland State Police. Any person const ruct ing or reconst ruct ing these types 
of vehicles shall assure the vehicle m eets or exceeds all applicable federal or State safety standards.  

B. Three-wheel m ult ipurpose vehicles which have an enclosed occupant  com partm ent  shall m eet  all 
established m inim um  standards for  four-wheel m ult ipurpose vehicles with the except ion of headlam ps. I f a 
three-wheel m ult ipurpose vehicle which has an enclosed occupant  com partm ent  is const ructed with one 
wheel in the front  and the design of the vehicle's body is such that  two headlam ps are im pract ical, one 
headlam p m eet ing established m inim um  standards for m otorcycles will be acceptable if the vehicle is 
equipped with parking lam ps, turn signal lam ps, and side m arker lam ps, as required, which adequately 
indicate the ext rem e width of the vehicle front  and rear.  

C. Vehicles w hich are  specia lly constructed  as an exact  replica  of a previously 
m anufactured vehicle, which has been designated or otherwise would qualify as an histor ic vehicle  or 
a vehicle  of unique  interest  as defined by the Motor Vehicle Adm inist rat ion for  regist rat ion of these 
original vehicles, shall m eet  all applicable established m inim um  standards for vehicles of the sam e m odel 
year in which the vehicle is actually const ructed and t it led with the following except ions:  

(1)  Regulat ion 10A(2) (c) , side m arker lam ps:  I f the original counterpart  of 
the specially  const ructed  vehicle  was m anufactured without  side m arker lam ps, side m arker lam ps are 
not  required on the exact  replica .  

(2)  Regulat ion .08A:  I f the original counterpart  of the specially  constructed  vehicle  was m anufactured 
without  fenders or with fenders which do not  m eet  current  established m inimum  standards, 
the specially  const ructed  vehicle  need only conform  to the exact  design of it s original counterpart  t o 
m eet  the requirem ents for fenders;  and 

(3)  Regulat ion .07A:  I f the original counterpart  of the specially  constructed  vehicle  was m anufactured 
without  bum pers, with concealed bum pers, or  with bum pers which do not  m eet  current  established 
m inimum  standards, the specia lly  constructed  vehicle  need only conform  to the exact  design of it s 
original counterpart  to m eet  the requirem ents for bum pers.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



TI TLE 11. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON   
SUBTITLE 14. MOTOR VEHI CLE ADMI NISTRATI ON - -  VEHICLE I NSPECTI ONS   

CHAPTER 02. SAFETY STANDARDS FOR PASSENGER CARS, TAXICABS, LIGHT TRUCKS, VANS, 
MULTIPURPOSE PASSENGER VEHICLES, AND TYPE I I  SCHOOL VEHICLES 

 
COMAR 11.14.02.22 (2010)  

 
.22 Safety Belts. 
 
    A. Any m otor vehicle  m anufactured or assem bled  aft er  June 1, 1964, shall be equipped with two sets 
of seat  belts on the front  seat  of the vehicle  and any vehicle m anufactured or assem bled  with a rear 
seat  after June 1, 1969, shall be equipped with two sets of seat  belts on the rear seat  of the vehicle. This 
does not  apply to any m otorcycle, bus, t ruck, taxicab, or  type I I  school vehicle.  

 

Procedures:  Reject  Vehicle I f:  

(1)  I nspect  for frayed, split , or torn 
webbing. (1)  Safety belt  webbing is frayed, split  or torn.  

(2)  I nspect  for m alfunct ioning 
buckles. (2)  Belt  buckles do not  operate properly. 

(3)  I nspect  for loose or dam aged 
anchorages. 

(3)  Belt  anchorages are loose, badly corroded, 
m issing, or not  fastened to belt .  

(4)  I nspect  m ount ing surfaces. 
(4)  Belt  m ount ing surface is badly deform ed, 
dam aged, or  corroded. 

(5)  I nspect  ret ract ing and release 
m echanism s. 

(5)  Ret ract ing or release m echanism s do not  operate 
properly.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From  Annotated Code of Maryland: 

 
TRANSPORTATI ON   

TI TLE 22.  VEHI CLE LAWS - -  EQUIPMENT OF VEHI CLES   
SUBTITLE 2.  LAMPS AND OTHER LI GHTI NG EQUIPMENT 

 
Md. TRANSPORTATI ON Code Ann. § 22-204  (2010)  

 
§ 22-204. Tail lam ps;  illum inat ion of rear regist rat ion plate  
 
   (a)  Equipm ent  of at  least  2 lam ps. - -  Except  as otherwise provided in this sect ion, after June 1, 1971, 
every m otor vehicle, t railer, sem it railer, and pole t railer, and any other vehicle that  is being drawn at  the 
end of a com binat ion of vehicles, shall be equipped with at  least  2 tail lam ps m ounted on the rear, which, 
when lighted as required in § 22-201.1 of this subt it le, shall em it  a red light  plainly visible from  a distance 
of 1,000 feet  t o the rear.  

(b)  Vehicles m anufactured before June 1, 1971. - -  Every m otor vehicle, t railer, sem it railer, and pole 
t railer, and any other vehicle that  is being drawn at  the end of a com binat ion of vehicles,  and that  was 
m anufactured or assem bled  before June 1, 1971, shall have at  least  1 tail lam p m ounted on the rear 
which, when lighted as required in § 22-201.1 of this subt it le, shall em it  a red light  plainly visible from  a 
distance of at  least  300 feet  to the rear.  

( c)  Rearm ost  vehicle. - -  On a com binat ion of vehicles, only the tail lamps on the rearm ost  vehicle need 
actually be seen from  the distance specified in subsect ions (a)  and (b)  of this sect ion.  

(d)  Placem ent  where m ore than 1 lam p. - -  On vehicles equipped with m ore than 1 tail lam p, the lam ps 
shall be m ounted on the sam e level and as widely spaced laterally as pract icable.  

(e)  Height . - -  Every tail lam p on every vehicle shall be located at  a height  of not  m ore than 72 inches nor 
less than 20 inches. 

( f)  I llum inat ion of rear regist rat ion plate. - -  Either a tail lam p or a separate lam p shall be const ructed and 
placed to illum inate, with a white light , the rear regist rat ion plate and render it  clearly legible from  a 
distance of 50 feet  t o the rear. Any tail lam p or tail lam ps, together with any separate lam p or lam ps for 
illum inat ing the rear regist rat ion plate, shall be wired to be lighted whenever the headlam ps or auxiliary 
driving lam ps are lighted. 

(g)  Special m obile equipm ent . - -  Notwithstanding any provision of this sect ion to the cont rary, special 
m obile equipm ent  that  is being drawn at  the end of a com binat ion of vehicles is not  required to be 
equipped with tail lam ps unless:  

   (1)  The special m obile equipm ent  obst ruct s the tail lam ps, stop lam ps, turn signals, or, except  for the 
regist rat ion plate lam p, any lam ps of the towing vehicle required by law to be visible from  the rear;  or  

   (2)  The special m obile equipm ent  extends m ore than 12 feet  from  the rear of the towing vehicle.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TRANSPORTATI ON   
TI TLE 22.  VEHI CLE LAWS - -  EQUIPMENT OF VEHI CLES   

SUBTITLE 3.  BRAKES 
 

Md. TRANSPORTATI ON Code Ann. § 22-301  (2010)  
 
§ 22-301. Brake equipm ent  required  
 
   (a)  "Driveaway or t owaway operat ion" defined. - -  "Driveaway or towaway operat ion" m eans any 
operat ion in which any m otor vehicle, t railer, or sem it railer, singly or in com binat ion, new or used, is the 
com m odity being t ransported, when one set  or  m ore of wheels of the vehicle are on the roadway during 
the t ransportat ion, whether or  not  the vehicle furnishes the m ot ive power.  

(b)  I n general. - -  Every m otor vehicle, t railer, sem it railer, and pole t railer , and any com binat ion of these 
vehicles, while operat ing on a highway in this State, shall be equipped with brakes in com pliance with the 
requirem ents of this t it le. All the vehicles and com binat ions of vehicles shall be equipped with service 
brakes com plying with the perform ance requirem ents of § 22-302 of this subt it le and, except  as provided 
in subsect ion ( l)  of this sect ion, adequate to cont rol the m ovem ent  of and to stop and hold the vehicle 
under all condit ions of loading, and on any grade incident  to it s operat ion.  

( c)  Parking brakes;  adequate. - -  

   (1)  All the vehicles and com binat ions of vehicles, except  m otorcycles, shall be equipped with parking 
brakes adequate to hold the vehicle on any grade on which it  is operated, under all condit ions of loading, 
on a surface free from  snow, ice, or loose m ater ial. 

   (2)  The parking brakes shall be capable of being applied in conform ance with the foregoing 
requirem ents by the driver's m uscular effort  or  by spring act ion or by equivalent  m eans. Their operat ion 
m ay be assisted by the service brakes or other source of power, provided that  failure of the service brake 
actuat ion system  or other power assist ing m echanism  will not  prevent  t he parking brakes from  being 
applied in conform ance with the foregoing requirem ents.  

   (3)  The parking brakes shall be so designed that  when once applied they shall rem ain applied with the 
required effect iveness despite exhaust ion of any source of energy or leakage of any kind.  

   (4)  The sam e brake drum s, brake shoes and lining assem blies, brake shoe anchors and m echanical 
brake shoe actuat ion m echanism  norm ally associated with the wheel brake assem blies m ay be used for  
both the service brakes and the parking brakes. I f the m eans of applying the parking brakes and the 
service brakes are connected in any way, they shall be so const ructed that  failure of any one part  does not  
leave the vehicle without  operat ive brakes.  

(d)  Brakes on all wheels. - -  Every vehicle shall be equipped with brakes act ing on all wheels, except :  

   (1)  Trailers, sem it railers, or  pole t railers of a registered gross weight  not  exceeding 3,000 pounds, 
provided that :  

      ( i)  The total weight  on and including the wheels of the t railer or  t railers does not  exceed 40 percent  of 
the gross weight  of the towing vehicle when connected to the t railer or  t railers;  and 

      ( ii)  The com binat ion of vehicles, consist ing of the towing vehicle and its total towed load, is capable of 
com plying with the perform ance requirem ents of § 22-302 of this subt it le;  

   (2)  Trailers, sem it railers, or  pole t railers of a registered gross weight  exceeding 3,000 pounds and not  
exceeding 10,000 pounds that :  

      ( i)  Have 2 or m ore axles;  

      ( ii)  Are equipped with brakes act ing on all wheels of at  least  1 axle;  and 

      ( iii)  As part  of a com binat ion of vehicles, consist ing of the towing vehicle and the total load, is capable 
of com plying with the perform ance requirem ents of § 22-302 of this subt it le;  



   (3)  Any vehicle being towed in driveaway or t owaway operat ions, provided that  the com binat ion of 
vehicles is capable of com plying with the perform ance requirem ents of § 22-302 of this subt it le;  

   (4)  Trucks, t ruck t ractors, and special m obile equipm ent  m anufactured before July 24, 1980 with three 
or m ore axles need not  have brakes on the front  wheels. However, the t rucks and t ruck t ractors m ust  be 
capable of com plying with the perform ance requirem ents of § 22-302 of this subt it le;  

   (5)  The wheel of a sidecar at tached to a m otorcycle or to a m otor-driven cycle, or  the front  wheel of a 
m otor-driven cycle need not  be equipped with brakes, provided that  the m otorcycle or m otor-dr iven cycle 
is capable of com plying with the perform ance requirem ents of § 22-302 of this subt it le;  and 

   (6)  Any vehicle equipped with at  least  2 steerable axles need not  have brakes on the wheels of 1 of the 
axles. However, the vehicle m ust  be capable of com plying with the perform ance requirem ents of § 22-302 
of this subt it le. 

(e)  Autom at ic t railer brake applicat ion upon breakaway. - -  

   (1)  Every t railer, sem it railer, and pole t railer equipped with air or vacuum  actuated brakes, and every 
t railer, sem it railer, and pole t railer with a registered gross weight  in excess of 10,000 pounds, 
m anufactured or assem bled after June 1, 1970, shall be equipped with brakes act ing on all wheels and of 
a character to be applied autom at ically and prom pt ly, and rem ain applied for  at  least  15 m inutes on 
breakaway from  the towing vehicle. 

   (2)  Every t railer, sem it railer, and pole t railer with a registered gross weight  of m ore than 3,000 pounds 
and not  m ore than 10,000 pounds, m anufactured or assem bled after June 1, 1970, shall be equipped with 
brakes act ing on all wheels of at  least  1 axle and of a character t o be applied autom at ically and prom pt ly, 
and rem ain applied for  at  least  15 m inutes on breakaway from  the towing vehicle. 

( f)  Tractor brakes protected. - -  Every m otor vehicle  m anufactured or assem bled  aft er June 1, 1970, and 
used to tow a t railer, sem it railer, or pole t railer equipped with brakes, shall be equipped with m eans for 
providing that , in case of breakaway of the towed vehicle, the towing vehicle will be capable of being 
stopped by the use of it s service brakes.  

(g)  Trailer air reservoirs safeguarded. - -  Air brake system s installed on t railers m anufactured or 
assem bled after June 1, 1970, shall be so designed that  the supply reservoir used to provide air for the 
brakes is safeguarded against  backflow of air from  the reservoir through the supply line. 

(h)  Two m eans of em ergency brake operat ion. - -  

   (1)  Air Brakes. After June 1, 1971, every towing vehicle, when used to tow another vehicle equipped 
with air cont rolled brakes, in other than driveaway or t owaway operat ions, shall be equipped with two 
m eans for em ergency applicat ion of the t railer brakes. One of these m eans shall apply the brakes 
autom at ically in the event  of a reduct ion of the towing vehicle air supply to a fixed pressure, which shall 
be not  lower than 20 pounds per square inch nor higher than 45 pounds per square inch. The other m eans 
shall be a m anually cont rolled device for  applying and releasing the brakes, readily operable by a person 
seated in the driving seat , and it s em ergency posit ion or m ethod of operat ion shall be clearly indicated. I n 
no instance m ay the m anual arrangem ent  be arranged to perm it  it s use to prevent  operat ion of the 
autom at ic m eans. The autom at ic and the m anual m eans required by this sect ion m ay be, but  are not  
required to be, separate. 

   (2)  Vacuum  Brakes. After  June 1, 1970, every towing vehicle used to tow other vehicles equipped with 
vacuum  brakes, in operat ions other than driveaway or t owaway operat ions, shall have, in addit ion to the 
single cont rol device required by subsect ion ( i)  of this sect ion, a second cont rol device that  can be used to 
operate the brakes on towed vehicles in em ergencies. The second cont rol shall be independent  of brake 
air, hydraulic, and other pressure, and independent  of other cont rols, unless the braking system  is so 
arranged that  failure of the pressure on which the second cont rol depends will cause the towed vehicle 
brakes to be applied autom at ically. The second cont rol is not  required to provide m odulated braking. 

( i)  Single cont rol to operate all brakes. - -  Except  as provided in subsect ion ( l)  of this sect ion, aft er  June 1, 
1971, every m otor vehicle, t railer, sem it railer, and pole t railer, and every com binat ion of these vehicles, 
except  m otorcycles, equipped with brakes shall have the braking system  so arranged that  one cont rol 
device can be used to operate all service brakes. This requirem ent  does not  prohibit  vehicles from  being 



equipped with an addit ional cont rol device to be used to operate brakes on the towed vehicles. This 
regulat ion does not  apply to driveaway or towaway operat ions unless the brakes on the individual vehicles 
are designed to be operated by a single cont rol on the t owing vehicle, nor does it  apply to the operat ion of 
elect r ic t railer brakes. 

( j )  Reservoir capacity and check valve. - -  

   (1)  Air Brakes. Every bus, t ruck, or  t ruck t ractor with air operated brakes shall be equipped with at  least  
one reservoir sufficient  to insure that , when fully charged to the m axim um  pressure as regulated by the 
air com pressor governor cut -out  set t ing, a full service brake applicat ion m ay be m ade without  lowering 
the reservoir pressure by m ore than 20 percent . Each reservoir shall be provided with m eans for readily 
draining accum ulated oil or water.  

   (2)  Vacuum  Brakes. After  June 1, 1971, every t ruck with three or m ore axles equipped with vacuum  
assistor t ype brakes and every t ruck t ractor and t ruck used for t owing a vehicle equipped with vacuum  
brakes shall be equipped with a reserve capacity or a vacuum  reservoir sufficient  to insure that , with the 
reserve capacity or  reservoir fully charged and with the engine stopped, a full service brake applicat ion 
m ay be m ade without  deplet ing the vacuum  supply by m ore than 40 percent .  

   (3)  Reservoir Safeguarded. All m otor vehicles, t railers, sem it railers, and pole t railers, when equipped 
with air or vacuum  reservoirs or reserve capacity as required by this sect ion, shall have reservoirs or 
reserve capacity so safeguarded by a check valve or equivalent  device that , in the event  of failure or 
leakage in it s connect ion to the source of com pressed air or vacuum , the stored air or vacuum  is not  
depleted by the leak or failure. 

( k)  Warning devices. - -  

   (1)  Air Brakes. Every bus, t ruck, or  t ruck t ractor using com pressed air for  the operat ion of it s own 
brakes or the brakes on any towed vehicle, shall be provided with a warning signal, other than a pressure 
gauge, readily audible or visible to the driver, which will operate at  any t im e that  the air reservoir 
pressure of the vehicle is below 50 percent  of the air com pressor governor cut -out  pressure. I n addit ion, 
the vehicle shall be equipped with a pressure gauge visible to the driver, which indicates in pounds per 
square inch the pressure available for  braking. 

   (2)  Vacuum  Brakes. After  June 1, 1971, every t ruck t ractor and t ruck used for  towing a vehicle 
equipped with vacuum  operated brakes and every t ruck with three or m ore axles using vacuum  in the 
operat ion of it s brakes, except  those in driveaway or t owaway operat ions, shall be equipped with a 
warning signal, other than a gauge indicat ing vacuum , readily audible or visible to the driver, which will 
operate at  any t im e the vacuum  in the vehicle's supply reservoir or reserve capacity is less than 8 inches 
of m ercury. 

   (3)  Com binat ion of Warning Devices. When a vehicle required to be equipped with a warning device is 
equipped with both air and vacuum  power for  the operat ion of it s own brakes or the brakes on a towed 
vehicle, the warning devices m ay be, but  are not  required to be, com bined into a single device that  serves 
both purposes. A gauge or gauges indicat ing pressure or vacuum  is not  an adequate m eans of sat isfying 
this requirem ent .  

( l)  Surge brakes. - -  

   (1)  I n this subsect ion, "surge brakes"  m eans a braking system  designed to act ivate the brakes of a 
vehicle being towed as a result  of the forward pressure of the vehicle against  the towing vehicle during 
decelerat ion. 

   (2)  A t railer or sem it railer m ay be equipped with surge brakes if:  

      ( i)  The t railer or sem it railer has a m anufacturer 's gross vehicle weight  rat ing, or registered weight , 
whichever is less, of 10,000 pounds or less;  

      ( ii)  The com bined gross vehicle weight  rat ing, com bined registered weight , and the gross com binat ion 
weight  of the t railer or sem it railer and the towing vehicle is 26,000 pounds or less;  

      ( iii)  The vehicle or com binat ion of vehicles is not  designed or used to t ransport  16 or m ore passengers 
including the driver of t he towing vehicle;  



      ( iv)  The actual gross weight  of the t railer or  sem it railer and load does not  exceed the m anufacturer 's 
gross vehicle weight  rat ing or registered weight , whichever is less;  

      ( v)  The actual gross weight  of the towing vehicle and load does not  exceed the m anufacturer's gross 
vehicle weight  rat ing or registered weight , whichever is less;  

      ( vi)  The t railer or sem it railer brakes are designed and connected in such a m anner that  in case of 
accidental breakaway of the towed vehicle, the brakes will apply autom at ically;  

      ( vii)  The vehicle or com binat ion of vehicles is not  used to t ransport  hazardous m aterials of a type and 
quant it y that  requires placarding;  

      ( viii)  The vehicle or com binat ion of vehicles is not  used to t ransport  liquids or gases contained in 
packaging that  exceeds a capacity of 119 gallons;  

      ( ix)  The t railer or sem it railer has a gross weight  rat ing, registered weight , or gross weight , whichever 
is greater, that  is not  m ore than one and one-half t im es the gross weight  rat ing or registered weight , 
whichever is less, of the towing vehicle;  and 

      ( x)  For vehicles used for com m ercial purposes, the t railer or sem it railer is used only in int rastate 
com m erce. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TRANSPORTATI ON   
TI TLE 22.  VEHI CLE LAWS - -  EQUIPMENT OF VEHI CLES   

SUBTITLE 4.  OTHER EQUIPMENT 
 

Md. TRANSPORTATI ON Code Ann. § 22-402  (2010)  
 
§ 22-402. Mufflers;  prevent ion of noise;  discharge of sm oke;  m axim um  period of idling  
 
   (a)  Mufflers. - -  Every m otor vehicle with an internal com bust ion engine shall be equipped with an 
exhaust  m uffler system  in good working order and in constant  operat ion to prevent  excessive or unusual 
noise, and no person m ay use a m uffler cutout ,  bypass, or sim ilar device on a m otor vehicle on a highway. 
Noise levels in excess of those adopted by the Adm inist rator under § 22-601 of this t it le are excessive.  

(b)  Prevent ion of noise. - -  A person m ay not  use on the exhaust  or  " tail pipe" of a m otor vehicle any 
extension or other device to cause excessive or unusual noise.  

( c)  Discharge of sm oke;  m axim um  period of idling. - -  

   (1)  No m otor vehicle m ay be operated, nor m ay the owner or lessee of a m otor vehicle perm it  it  to be 
operated, on any highway in this State unless the engine power and exhaust  m echanism  is equipped, 
adjusted, and operated to prevent :  

      ( i)  The discharge of clearly visible sm oke (com parable to sm oke equal to or darker in shade than that  
designated as No. 1 of t he Ringelm ann Chart  as published by the U.S.  Bureau of Mines)  in the exhaust  
em issions within the proxim ity of the exhaust  out let  for m ore than 10 consecut ive seconds;  and 

      ( ii)  The discharge of sm oke from  any other part  of the engine in such am ounts and of such opacity as 
to part ially obscure persons or objects from  view. 

   (2)  I n this subsect ion, "sm oke" m eans sm all gasborne and airborne part icles, exclusive of water vapor, 
from  a process of com bust ion in sufficient  numbers to be observable.  

   (3)  A m otor vehicle engine m ay not  be allowed to operate for m ore than 5 consecut ive m inutes when 
the vehicle is not  in m ot ion, except  as follows:  

      ( i)  When a vehicle is forced to rem ain m ot ionless because of t raffic condit ions or m echanical 
difficult ies over which the operator has no cont rol;  

      ( ii)  When it  is necessary to operate heat ing and cooling or auxiliary equipm ent  installed on the 
vehicle;  

      ( iii)  To bring the vehicle to the m anufacturer 's recom m ended operat ing tem perature;  or  

      ( iv)  When it  is necessary to accom plish the intended use of the vehicle. 

   (4)  For a period of 1 year from  July 1, 1971, this subsect ion shall be enforced by issuance of a warning. 
One year from  July 1, 1971, it  shall be enforced in the sam e m anner as other violat ions of this sect ion.  

   (5)  This subsect ion does not  apply to Class L ( historic)  vehicles.  

(d)  "Muffler"  defined. - -  I n this sect ion, "m uffler"  m eans a device designed for  and effect ive in reducing 
noise while perm it t ing the flow of gases.  

(e)  Leakproof const ruct ion. - -  All m ufflers and exhaust  pipes carrying exhaust  gases from  the m otor shall 
be of leakproof const ruct ion. 
 
 

 
 
 



TRANSPORTATI ON   
TI TLE 22.  VEHI CLE LAWS - -  EQUIPMENT OF VEHI CLES   

SUBTITLE 4.  OTHER EQUIPMENT 
 

Md. TRANSPORTATI ON Code Ann. § 22-406  (2010)  
 
§ 22-406. Safety glazing m aterial in m otor vehicles  
 
   (a)  "Safety glass" defined. - -  "Safety glass" m eans:  

   (1)  Any glass product  that  is so m ade or t reated as substant ially to prevent  the glass from  shat tering 
and flying when st ruck or broken;  or  

   (2)  Any sim ilar or  other product  that  the Adm inist rat ion approves.  

(b)  Prerequisite to operat ion of vehicles. - -  A person m ay not  drive on any highway in this State any 
m otor vehicle  m anufactured or assem bled  after  June 1, 1937, and registered in this State, unless the 
vehicle is equipped with safety glass wherever glass is used in the m otor vehicle in doors, windows, 
windshields, and wings. 

(c)  Prerequisite to sale of vehicles. - -  A person m ay not  sell any m otor  vehicle  m anufactured 
or assem bled  after June 1, 1937, registered or intended to be registered in this State and driven or 
intended to be driven on any highway in this State, unless the vehicle is equipped with safety glass 
wherever glass is used in the m otor vehicle in doors, windows, windshields, and wings. Each sale in 
violat ion of this provision is a separate offense.  

(d)  Replacem ent  of broken glass in windshield. - -  The owner of any m otor vehicle m ay not  have broken 
glass in the windshield of the vehicle replaced with any glass other than safet y glass.  

(e)  Replacem ent  of glass in doors, windows, or wings. - -  The owner of any m otor vehicle m ay not  have 
safet y glass, broken or otherwise, in doors, windows, or wings of the m otor vehicle replaced with any 
glass other than safety glass. 

( f)  I nstalling certain glass required. - -  A person m ay not  install in the doors, windows, windshields, and 
wings of any m otor vehicle any glass other than glass required by subsect ions (d)  and (e)  of this sect ion.  

(g)  List  of approved types of glass;  com pliance prerequisite to regist rat ion of vehicle. - -  

   (1)  The Adm inist rat ion shall com pile, m aintain, and publish a list , by nam e, of the types of glass 
approved by it  as conform ing to the specificat ions and requirem ents of safet y glass as set  forth in this 
sect ion. 

   (2)  The Adm inist rat ion m ay not  register any m otor vehicle that  is subject  to the provisions of this 
sect ion unless it  is equipped with an approved type of safety glass and shall suspend the regist rat ion of 
any m otor vehicle subject  to this sect ion that  the Adm inist rat ion finds is not  so equipped unt il the vehicle 
is m ade to conform  to the requirem ents of this sect ion.  

(h)  Violat ion of sect ion by com m on carrier,  etc.  - -  I n case of any violat ion of any provision of this sect ion 
by any com m on carrier  or person operat ing under a perm it  issued by the Public Service Com m ission of 
Maryland, the perm it  shall either be revoked or,  in the discret ion of the Com m ission, suspended unt il the 
provision is com plied with to the sat isfact ion of the Com m ission.  

( i)  Window t int ing. - -  

   (1)  Except  as provided in paragraph (4)  of this subsect ion, a person m ay not  operate a vehicle 
registered under § 13-912, § 13-913, § 13-917, or § 13-937 of this art icle on a highway in this State if:  

      ( i)  I n the case of a vehicle registered under § 13-912 of this art icle, there is affixed to any window of 
the vehicle any t int ing m aterials added to the window after  m anufacture of the vehicle that  do not  allow a 
light  t ransm it tance through the window of at  least  35% ;  and 



      ( ii)  I n the case of a vehicle registered under § 13-913, § 13-917, or  § 13-937 of this art icle, there is 
affixed to any window to the im m ediate r ight  or left  of the driver any window t int ing m aterials added after 
m anufacture of the vehicle that  do not  allow a light  t ransm it tance through the window of at  least  35% . 

   (2)  I f a police officer observes that  a vehicle is being operated in violat ion of paragraph (1)  of this 
subsect ion, the officer m ay stop the driver of t he vehicle and, in addit ion to a citat ion charging the driver 
with the offense, issue to the driver a safet y equipm ent  repair order in accordance with the provisions of § 
23-105 of this art icle. 

   (3)  A person m ay not  install on a window of a vehicle any window t int ing m aterial that  does not  com ply 
with the light  t ransm it tance requirem ents specif ied in paragraph (1)  of t his subsect ion. 

   (4)  ( i)  A person who m ust  be protected from  the sun for  m edical reasons is exem pt  from  the provisions 
of paragraph (1)  of this subsect ion if the owner has, in the vehicle at  the t im e the vehicle is stopped by a 
police officer, a writ ten cert ificat ion that  details the owner 's m edical need for t inted windows, from  a 
physician licensed to pract ice m edicine in the State.  

      ( ii)  This subsect ion does not  apply to t int ing m aterials that :  

         1. Are affixed in such a m anner so as to be easily rem oved;  and 

         2. Are being used to protect  a child less than 10 years of age from  the sun.  

      ( iii)  Nothing in this subsect ion m ay be const rued to:  

         1. Allow any t int ing m aterials to be added to the windshield of a vehicle below the AS1 line or below 
5 inches from  the top of the windshield;  or 

         2. Alter or rest r ict  the authority of the Adm inist rator to adopt  regulat ions regarding vehicle 
windows, except  with respect  to the light  t ransm it tance requirem ents specified in this sect ion. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TRANSPORTATI ON   
TI TLE 22.  VEHI CLE LAWS - -  EQUIPMENT OF VEHI CLES   

SUBTITLE 4.  OTHER EQUIPMENT 
 

Md. TRANSPORTATI ON Code Ann. § 22-412.3  (2010)  
 
§ 22-412.3. Mandatory seat  belt  use  
 
   (a)  Definit ions. - -  

   (1)  I n this sect ion the following words have the m eanings indicated.  

   (2)  ( i)  "Motor vehicle"  m eans a vehicle that  is:  

         1. Registered or capable of being registered in this State as a Class A (passenger) , Class E ( t ruck) , 
Class F ( t ractor) ,  Class M (m ult ipurpose) , or Class P (passenger bus)  vehicle;  and 

         2. Required to be equipped with seat  belts under federal m otor vehicle safety standards contained 
in the Code of Federal Regulat ions. 

      ( ii)  "Motor vehicle"  does not  include a Class L (historic)  vehicle.  

   (3)  "Outboard front  seat "  m eans a front  seat  posit ion that  is adjacent  to a door of a m otor vehicle.  

   (4)  ( i)  "Seat  belt "  m eans a rest raining device described under § 22-412 of this subt it le. 

      ( ii)  "Seat  belt "  includes a com binat ion seat  belt - shoulder harness. 

(b)  Seat  belts required. - -  A person m ay not  operate a m otor vehicle unless the person and each occupant  
under 16 years old are rest rained by a seat  belt  or a child safety seat  as provided in § 22-412.2 of this 
subt it le. 

( c)  Passengers. - -  

   (1)  The provisions of this subsect ion apply to a person who is at  least  16 years old.  

   (2)  Unless a person is rest rained by a seat  belt , the person m ay not  be a passenger in an outboard front  
seat  of a m otor vehicle. 

   (3)  A person who violates the provisions of this subsect ion shall be subject  to the penalt ies under Tit le 
27 of this art icle. 

(d)  Physically disabled persons. - -  I f a physician licensed to pract ice m edicine in this State determ ines and 
cert ifies in writ ing that  use of a seat  belt  by a person would prevent  appropriate rest raint  due to a 
person's physical disabilit y or other m edical reason, the provisions of this sect ion do not  apply to the 
person. 

(e)  Cert ificat ion of disabilit y. - -  A cert ificat ion under subsect ion (d)  of t his sect ion shall state:  

   (1)  The nature of the physical disabilit y;  and 

   (2)  The reason that  rest raint  by a seat  belt  is inappropriate.  

( f)  U.S. Postal Service and cont ract  carr iers. - -  The provisions of this sect ion do not  apply to U.S. Postal 
Service and cont ract  carr iers while delivering m ail to local box routes.  

(g)  Violat ions not  m oving violat ion. - -  A violat ion of this sect ion is not  considered a m oving violat ion for 
purposes of § 16-402 of this art icle. 

(h)  Failure to use seat  belt . - -  

   (1)  Failure of an individual to use a seat  belt  in violat ion of this sect ion m ay not :  

      ( i)  Be considered evidence of negligence;  



      ( ii)  Be considered evidence of cont r ibutory negligence;  

      ( iii)  Lim it  liabilit y of a party or an insurer;  or  

      ( iv)  Dim inish recovery for dam ages arising out  of the ownership, m aintenance, or operat ion of a 
m otor vehicle. 

   (2)  Subject  t o the provisions of paragraph (3)  of this subsect ion, a party, witness, or  counsel m ay not  
m ake reference to a seat  belt  during a t r ial of a civil act ion that  involves property dam age, personal 
injury, or death if the dam age, injury, or death is not  related to the design, m anufacture, installat ion, 
supplying, or repair of a seat  belt .  

   (3)  ( i)  Nothing contained in this subsect ion m ay be const rued to prohibit  the r ight  of a person to 
inst itute a civil act ion for dam ages against  a dealer, m anufacturer, dist r ibutor, factory branch, or other 
appropriate ent it y arising out  of an incident  that  involves a defect ively installed or defect ively operat ing 
seat  belt . 

      ( ii)  I n a civil act ion in which 2 or m ore part ies are nam ed as j oint  tort - feasors, interpleaded as 
defendants, or im pleaded as defendants, and 1 of the joint  tort - feasors or defendants is not  involved in 
the design, m anufacture, installat ion, supplying, or repair of a seat  belt , a court  shall order separate t r ials 
to accom plish the ends of j ust ice on a m ot ion of any party.  

( i)  Prevent ion and educat ion program s. - -  The Adm inist rat ion and the Departm ent  of State Police shall 
establish prevent ion and educat ion program s to encourage com pliance with the provisions of this sect ion.  

( j )  Annual evaluat ion report  on State's highway safety plan. - -  The Adm inist rat ion shall include 
inform at ion on this State's experience with the provisions of this sect ion in the annual evaluat ion report  on 
the State's highway safety plan that  this State subm its to the Nat ional Highway Traffic Safety 
Adm inist rat ion and the Federal Highway Adm inist rat ion under 23 U.S.C. § 402. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TRANSPORTATI ON   
TI TLE 22.  VEHI CLE LAWS - -  EQUIPMENT OF VEHI CLES   
SUBTITLE 2.  LAMPS AND OTHER LI GHTI NG EQUIPMENT 

  
Md. TRANSPORTATI ON Code Ann. § 22-224  (2010)  

 
§ 22-224. Single-beam  road- light ing equipm ent   
 
   Headlam p system s that  provide only a single dist ribut ion of light  shall be perm it ted on m otor  vehicles 

m anufactured  and sold before  June 1, 1944, instead of the specified m ult iple-beam  road- light ing 
equipm ent , if the single dist r ibut ion of light  com plies with the following requirem ents and lim itat ions:  

   (1)  The headlam ps are so aim ed that , when the vehicle is not  loaded, none of the high- intensity port ion 
of the light  at  a distance of 25 feet  ahead projects higher than a level of 5 inches below the level of the 
center of the lam p from  which it  com es and, in no case, higher than 42 inches above the level on which 
the vehicle stands at  a distance of 75 feet  ahead;  and  

   (2)  The intensity shall be sufficient  to reveal persons and vehicles at  a distance of at  least  200 feet .  
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TRANSPORTATI ON   
TI TLE 24.  VEHI CLE LAWS - -  SIZE, WEI GHT, AND LOAD;  HIGHWAY PRESERVATION   

SUBTITLE 1.  SIZE, WEI GHT, AND LOAD 
 

Md. TRANSPORTATI ON Code Ann. § 24-104.2  (2010)  
 
§ 24-104.2. Length of sem it railer operated in com binat ion with t ruck t ractors  
 
   (a)  I n general. - -  Notwithstanding any other provision of this t it le and subject  t o subsect ions (b) , ( c) , 
and (d)  of this sect ion, a person m ay operate a sem it railer ( single)  in com binat ion with a t ruck t ractor that  
exceeds 48 feet  in length up to a length not  to exceed 53 feet .  

(b)  Rest r ict ions on operat ion. - -  

   (1)  A vehicle com binat ion described under subsect ion (a)  of this sect ion m ay be operated only on:  

      ( i)  Those parts of the nat ional interstate highway system  and those State highways that  are 
designated by the Secretary, after consultat ion with either the county execut ive, the county 
com m issioners, the County Council of Talbot  County or Wicom ico County, or the Mayor of Balt im ore City, 
or their designees, as appropriate;  

      ( ii)  Except  in Balt imore City, a highway, authorized by the Secretary, that  is the shortest  pract ical 
access route between a highway designated under item  ( i)  of this paragraph and:  

         1. A t ruck term inal;  

         2. A port ;  

         3. A point  of origin or dest inat ion;  or 

         4. For a distance not  to exceed one-half m ile, facilit ies for food, fuel, repairs,  or rest ;  or  

      ( iii)  I n Balt im ore City, a st reet  authorized by the Mayor or  the Mayor 's designee in conjunct ion with 
the Secretary that  is the safest  pract ical route between a highway designated under item  ( i)  of this 
paragraph and:  

         1. A t ruck term inal;  

         2. A port  facilit y;  

         3. A point  of origin;  or  

         4. A point  of dest inat ion. 

   (2)  The Secretary shall adopt  regulat ions establishing designated highways, a m ethod for  approving 
access routes, and other criteria necessary to im plem ent  this subsect ion. 

( c)  Condit ions. - -  A vehicle com binat ion operat ing under this sect ion m ay operate in this State only under 
the following condit ions:  

   (1)  The wheelbase of the sem it railer, m easured as the distance from  the kingpin to the center of the 
rear tandem  axles, m ay not  exceed 41 feet  in length. 

   (2)  The kingpin setback, m easured as the distance from  the kingpin to the front  of the sem it railer, m ay 
not  exceed 4 feet  in length. 

   (3)  The rear overhang, m easured as the distance from  the center of t he rear tandem  axles to the rear of 
the sem it railer, m ay not  exceed 35 percent  of t he wheelbase of the sem it railer.  

   (4)  ( i)  The width of the sem it railer shall be at  least  96 inches and not  m ore than 102 inches.  

      ( ii)  The distance between the outside edges of the sem it railer 's t ires shall be equal to the width of the 
sem it railer.  

   (5)  The sem it railer shall be equipped with:  



      ( i)  Vehicle lights which com ply with or exceed federal standards;  and 

      ( ii)  After Decem ber 31, 1993, or  a date established by the Secretary that  is at  least  6 m onths after 
the effect ive date of the applicable federal standards, whichever is later, reflect ive m aterial that  is 
consistent  with the standards for conspicuity prom ulgated by the Nat ional Highway Traffic Safety 
Adm inist rat ion. 

   (6)  The sem it railer shall be equipped with a rear underride guard of sufficient  st rength to prevent  a 
m otor vehicle from  penet rat ing underneath the sem it railer. The rear underride guard shall extend across 
the rear of the sem it railer  to within 4 inches of the lateral ext rem it ies of the sem it railer, and placed at  a 
height  not  exceeding 22 inches from  the surface as m easured when the sem it railer is on a level surface.  

   (7)  Conspicuous warnings shall be displayed on the sem it railer, in a m anner prescribed by the 
Adm inist rat ion, indicat ing that  the vehicle com binat ion has a wide turning radius.  

(d)  Special perm it  - -  I n general. - -  Notwithstanding any other provision of this t it le, if the Secretary 
determ ines that  the provisions of subsect ion (b)  or  (c)  of this sect ion are violated by a substant ial num ber 
of persons or if specific provisions of subsect ion (b)  or  (c)  of this sect ion are held invalid by a binding 
determ inat ion of the Federal Highway Adm inist rat ion or a court  of com petent  j urisdict ion:  

   (1)  The Departm ent , after  a public hearing, m ay issue a special perm it  to allow a sem it railer ( single) , 
when operat ing in com binat ion with a t ruck t ractor,  to exceed 48 feet  in length up to a length not  to 
exceed 53 feet ;  

   (2)  A person m ay not  drive or perm it  to be driven on any publicly m aintained highway a sem it railer 
( single) , when operat ing in com binat ion with a t ruck t ractor,  that  exceeds 48 feet  in length up to a length 
not  to exceed 53 feet , unless a valid special perm it  issued under paragraph (1)  of this subsect ion or a 
facsim ile of a valid special perm it  is carr ied in or on the vehicle com binat ion;  and 

   (3)  The Secretary m ay adopt  regulat ions:  

      ( i)  That  are consistent  with the standards established in this sect ion, for the issuance of perm its for 
vehicle com binat ions described under subsect ion (a)  of this sect ion;  and 

      ( ii)  That  exem pt  from  the requirem ents of, or provide alternat ive requirem ents to, subsect ion (c)  of 
this sect ion for  a vehicle m anufactured before  July 1, 1991, if the vehicle  cannot  m eet  the 
requirem ents. 

(e)  Special perm it  - -  Condit ions. - -  A special perm it  issued under subsect ion (d)  (1)  of this sect ion:  

   (1)  May be issued without  a fee;  

   (2)  May be a renewable blanket  perm it ;  and 

   (3)  Shall expire on a date determ ined by the Secretary.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Em issions Exem pt ions 

Vehicles registered in 13 out  of Maryland’s 18 count ies and the city of Balt im ore are required to undergo 
biennial em issions test ing.  OBD test ing is perform ed on vehicles MY 1996 and newer and an idle tailpipe 
and gas cap test  is adm inistered on MY 1977-1995 vehicles. 

Diesel Vehicles: 
Diesel vehicles are not  t ested for  em issions.  

Exem pt ions: 
1.  New vehicles for the newest  two (2)  MYs 
2.  Pre-1977 MY vehicles 
3.  Vehicles with a GVWR of m ore than 26,000 lbs 
4.  Vehicles driven by a senior cit izen (over 70 years)  or a physically challenged person that  are not  driven 
for  m ore than 5000 m iles in a year, for  which a waiver applicat ion has been subm it ted to the VEIP 
5.  Vehicles registered as Class L historic vehicles 
6.  Vehicles registered as Class N st reet  rod vehicles 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



From  Code of Maryland Regulat ions: 

 

TI TLE 11. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON  
 SUBTITLE 14. MOTOR VEHI CLE ADMI NISTRATI ON--VEHICLE INSPECTI ONS  

 CHAPTER 08. VEHICLE EMISSI ONS I NSPECTI ON PROGRAM 
 

COMAR 11.14.08.04 (2010)  
 
.04 Exem pt ions. 
 
    A. The vehicles in § B of this regulat ion are exem pt  from  the provisions of this chapter.  

B. Exem pt  vehicles include the following vehicles:  

(1)  Before October 1, 2012, a qualified hybrid vehicle;  

(2)  A zero-em ission vehicle;  

(3)  A fire or rescue apparatus or am bulance, owned or leased by a state or local governm ent , by a rescue 
squad, or by a volunteer fire or am bulance com pany, registered as an em ergency vehicle as defined 
in Transportat ion Art icle, § 11-118, Annotated Code of Maryland;  

(4)  A m otorcycle registered as a Class D m otorcycle;  

(5)  Registered as a Class E t ruck with a registered gross vehicle weight  greater than 26,000 pounds;  

(6)  Registered as a Class E farm  t ruck;  

(7)  Registered as a Class F t ruck t ractor;  

(8)  Registered as a Class F farm  t ruck t ractor;  

(9)  Registered as a Class H school vehicle;  

(10)  Registered as a Class K farm  area vehicle; 

(11)  Registered as a Class L historic vehicle; 

(12)  Registered as a Class N st reet  rod vehicle; 

(13)  Registered as a Class P passenger bus;  

(14)  Not  self-propelled;  

(15)  Powered solely by elect r icit y or diesel fuel;  

(16)  Of a m odel year earlier than 1977;  or  

(17)  A m ilitary vehicle owned by the federal governm ent  and used for tact ical, com bat ,  or relief 
operat ions, or for t raining for  these operat ions.  
 



For more information, please call: 1-800-950-1MVA (1682) (to speak with a customer service representative),
From Out-of-State: 1-301-729-4550, TTY for the hearing impaired: 1-800-492-4575. Visit our website at: www.MVA.Maryland.gov

APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF TITLE

VR-005 (08-10)

READ INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE SIDE

Motor Vehicle Administration

6601 Ritchie Highway, N.E.
Glen Burnie, Maryland 21062

APPLICANT’S FIRST NAME MIDDLE LAST CO-APPLICANT’S FIRST NAME MIDDLE LAST

APPLICANT’S SOUNDEX/MARYLAND DRIVER LICENSE NO.  DATE OF BIRTH CO-APPLICANT’S SOUNDEX/MARYLAND DRIVER LICENSE NO./FEIN # DATE OF BIRTH

 MONTH DAY YEAR   MONTH DAY YEAR

APPLICANT’S STREET ADDRESS CITY OR TOWN   CO-APPLICANT’S STREET ADDRESS CITY OR TOWN

COUNTY STATE ZIP CODE  COUNTY STATE ZIP CODE

IS THE VEHICLE TO BE TITLED AS JOINT TENANTS OR TENANTS BY ENTIRETIES?     £ JOINT TENANTS       £ TENANTS BY ENTIRETIES

£ NEW VEHICLE

£ USED VEHICLE

MODEL YEAR MAKE OF VEHICLE MODEL NO. VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER

MODEL YEAR MAKE OF VEHICLE BODY STYLE TYPE OF FUEL # OF CYLINDERS MOTOR CARRIER # UNIT #£  TWO STAGE VEHICLE 
COMPLETE MAKE & YEAR 
FOR EACH VEHICLE

£  TRUCK £  TRUCK TRACTOR

G.V.W. G.C.W. AXLES

£ BUS

SEATS

£ MOTORCYCLE

ENGINE NO. ENGINE SIZE (C.C.)

£ TRAILER (SPECIFY LENGTH)

G.V.W. TYPE OF TRAILER

If this vehicle is subject to any liens or encumbrances, complete the following section(s). Attach form VR-217 for additional Lien Filings. 
LIEN FILING FEE $20.00 for each Lien filed. IF NOT SUBJECT TO A LIEN, WRITE THE WORD “NONE” BELOW.
NAME OF SECURED PARTY

CITY OR TOWN

STREET ADDRESS OF SECURED PARTY KIND OF LIEN (DESCRIBE) DATE OF LIEN

STATE ZIP CODE AMOUNT OF LIEN ACCOUNT NUMBER

IF VEHICLE RECENTLY PURCHASED MARYLAND DEALER’S CERTIFICATION DEALERS ONLY

MD. EXCISE

TAX 6% OF $_______________________
 FULL PURCHASE PRICE

ATTACH A NOTARIZED BILL OF SALE SIGNED BY
SELLER(S) AND PURCHASER(S)

I hereby certify, under penalty of perjury, that the purchase price represents the full 
amount paid for this vehicle.
 Date of Delivery

DEALER’S NUMBER    N   U

NAME OF DEALERSHIP

SIGNATURE OF DEALER  DATE

CERTIFIED
SELLING PRICE

TRADE-IN ALLOWANCE

TAXABLE PRICE

GROSS TAX COLLECTED

COLL. FEE 1.2% OF GROSS

NET TAX REMITTED

VEHICLE DESCRIPTION

PURCHASE INFORMATION FOR TAX PURPOSES – SEE INFORMATION ON REVERSE SIDE

VIN OF TRADE-IN _______________________________________________ _________________________ STATE ___________________________________________

APPLICATION FOR NEW REGISTRATION PLATES OR TRANSFER OF REGISTRATION PLATES

I/we do hereby make application for: £ New Tags   £ Transfer of Tags   £ Title Only    Is your motor vevhicle now suspended or revoked in this or any  

other state? £  Yes     £  No    Is this vehicle to be operated for short term rental?   £  Yes     £  No           If transferring plates, complete below:

TAG NO. __________________________________ and STICKER NO. ___________________________ The vehicle to which these plates were affixed has been sold,

traded or otherwise transferred to:  Name ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name of Insurance Co. ______________________________________________________________________ Policy or Binder No. _____________________________________

Agent or broker _____________________________________________________________________________ Class of Tags desired ____________________________________

Federal and State law requires that you state the mileage in connection with this vehicle. Failure to complete or providing a false statement may result in 
fines and/or imprisonment.
I certify to the best of my knowledge that the odometer reading is the actual mileage of the vehicle unless one of the following statements is checked:

ODOMETER READING _____________________ (NO TENTHS)
 £  1.    The mileage stated is in excess of its mechanical limits.

 £  2.     The odometer reading is not the actual mileage. WARNING – ODOMETER DISCREPANCY.

I/we certify that I/we have compared the manufacturer’s vehicle identification number on this application with the number on the vehicle and they agree and that this vehicle is subject to the liens or 
encumbrances indicated herein and none other. For vehicles registered over 10,000 lbs. by signing this application, I/we certify knowledge of the Federal and State Motor Carrier Safety Laws and 
certify this vehicle is maintained in compliance with the Maryland Preventive Maintenance Program. If making application for new plates or transfer of registration plates I/we certify under Penalty of 
Law that the vehicle is covered by at least the minimum amounts of insurance required by the Maryland Motor Vehicle Laws, and further certify that this vehicle will be continuously insured throughout 
its registration period. I/We further certify under Penalty of Perjury that the statements made herein are true and correct to the best of my knowledge, information and belief.

Signature of Applicant __________________________________________________________ Printed Name of Applicant _____________________________________

Signature of Co-Applicant ______________________________________________________ Printed Name of Co-Applicant __________________________________

Witness my/our Hand(s) and Seal(s) this ______________ day of ________________ year _______________________

Signature of Co-Signer _________________________________________________________ Relationship __________________________________________________

Soundex ______________________________________________________________________ Date of Birth __________________________________________________

Complete this section in its entirety if you qualify for an Excise Tax Credit in this State. I/we have been resident(s) in Maryland for approximately __________________. 

I/we last registered this vehicle in _________________________ and paid ___________% tax (if no tax paid, write “NONE”)  £ Check here if active duty military.



Apply to register to vote with your driver’s license transaction. For details ask your customer service representative.

to Vote Now!

Apply to...

NEW VEHICLES USED VEHICLES

FOR ASSISTANCE – PLEASE CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-950-1MVA (950-1682) OUT OF STATE 1-301-729-4550, TTY FOR THE HEARING IMPAIRED 1-800-492-4575

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED FOR OBTAINING A MARYLAND CERTIFICATE OF TITLE

NEW VEHICLES PURCHASED OUT-OF-STATE
1.  A Manufacturer’s Certificate of Origin or other ownership document(s) required by law and;
2. Original Dealer’s Bill of Sale
NEW VEHICLES PURCHASED IN MARYLAND
1.  A Manufacturer’s Certificate of Origin and;
2.  Maryland dealers complete the Maryland Dealers Certification located on the front of this 

application or submit the original Dealers Bill of Sale.
Note: Customers purchasing new and used vehicles from licensed dealers need  
to submit the original bill of sale to ensure proper deduction for trade-in-allowance,  
unless Maryland Dealer Tax Certification is completed providing trade-in information.

USED VEHICLES FROM A TITLE STATE
1. An out of state Certificate of Title in the applicant’s name or;
2.  A properly assigned title is required. If the vehicle is less than 7 years old, a notarized bill of 

sale signed by all buyers and sellers should accompany the title.
USED VEHICLES FROM A NON-TITLE STATE OR FOREIGN COUNTRY
1.  The registration from the non-title state is required. If the registration is not available, a 

verification of the registration from the non-title state is acceptable if the owner shown is 
the seller or applicant.

2.  A bill of sale needs to accompany this application. If the vehicle is less than 7 years old, the 
bill of sale should be notarized.

ODOMETER MILEAGE STATEMENT INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS
Federal and State law requires that you indicate the mileage in connection with the transfer 
of ownership. Failure to complete or providing a false statement may result in fines and/or 
imprisonment.

All motor vehicles registered in Maryland must be insured by a company licensed in Maryland 
and must have personal injury and property damage liability insurance at least in the minimum 
amounts required by Maryland law. Van pool vehicles must have 5 times this amount.

MOTOR VEHICLE SAFETY INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS
Used vehicles titled as CLASS A passenger, CLASS B for hire, CLASS D motorcycle, CLASS E truck, CLASS EFT farm truck, CLASS F tractor, CLASS FF farm tractor, CLASS G trailer, CLASS GF 
farm trailer, CLASS J van pool, and CLASS M multi-purpose passenger vehicles being titled and registered in Maryland must be inspected at an authorized Maryland Safety Inspection Station. 
The certificate of inspection must accompany this application unless a Temporary Inspection Waiver (VR-129) is submitted. CLASS J van pool and CLASS M multi-purpose passenger buses must 
be Maryland safety inspected each year before the registration may be renewed.

The Motor Carrier Safety Act requires the owner of every vehicle with a registered or operating gross vehicle weight greater than 10,000 pounds to have each vehicle inspected, maintained, and 
repaired at least every 25,000 miles or 12 months, whichever occurs first, and to provide written certification that the vehicle(s) is/are maintained under a preventative maintenance program ap-
proved by the Motor Vehicle Administration and the Maryland State Police Automotive Safety Enforcement Division.

SECURITY INTEREST FILING FEE TITLE FEE
$20.00 For Each Lien Recorded $50.00

If the annual registration fee is the same or less than the previously owned vehicle, the transfer 
fee is $10.00. If the annual registration fee is more than that of the previously owned vehicle, 
the transfer fee is $10.00 plus any difference in the two registration fees. If you are transfer-
ring plates with less than 12 months before the registration expiration, the registration will be 
renewed for an additional year. NOTE: Vehicle class and ownership restrictions apply.

TRANSFER OF REGISTRATION PLATES JOINT TENANTS/TENANTS BY ENTIRETY
Joint tenants and tenants by entirety are forms of ownership with rights of survivorship. Owner-
ship by joint tenancy may be selected by any two or more persons. Only joint  
ownership by husband and wife may select tenants by entireties. Upon transfer to the survivor, 
the application must be accompanied by a certified copy of the death certificate.

MARYLAND EXCISE TAX
If the vehicle is purchased from a licensed dealer, the excise tax is 6% of the full purchase, less trade-in allowance.
Transactions for vehicles less than 7 years old, purchased from someone other than a dealer, accompanied by a notarized bill of sale, the tax is 6% of the greater of the purchase price on the 
notarized bill of sale or $640 ($320 for trailers). When a notarized bill of sale does not accompany the title, the tax is based on the greater of the purchase price or the average retail value shown 
in the National Automobile Dealers Association Used Car Guide (NADA) adopted for use by the Administration. On passenger cars, multi-purpose vehicles, 1/2 and 3/4-ton trucks, the value is 
computed by the addition or subtraction for high or low mileage.
Vehicles 7 years old or older, purchased from someone other than a dealer, if the purchase price is more than $640 ($320 for trailers), the excise tax will be 6% of the purchase price; if the pur-
chase price is $640 ($320 for trailers) or less the tax will be the minimum excise tax $38.40 ($19.20 for trailers).
New Residents
If the vehicle is titled or registered in the name of the applicant in another state at the time of making this application, Maryland Excise Tax is 6% of the “average retail value” of the vehicle as 
shown in the NADA Used Car Guide. Vehicles “7 years old and older” currently owned by the applicant in another state will be charged the minimum excise tax of $38.40 ($19.20 for trailers). On 
passenger cars, multi-purpose vehicles, 1/2 and 3/4-ton trucks, the value is computed by the addition or subtraction for high or low mileage. An excise tax credit is applied if the applicant has 
not been a Maryland resident for more than 60 days and has paid a state sales or excise tax in another state (excluding county or local tax). The excise tax shall apply, but at a rate measured by 
the difference in Maryland’s tax rate and the other state’s tax rate. The minimum excise tax imposed shall be $100. New residents leasing vehicles need to provide a copy of the lease contract 
or a letter from the leasing company indicating taxes paid (if any) to the previous state to ensure that an excise tax credit may be applied. Active duty military living in Maryland and stationed 
in Maryland, an adjoining state, or DC; and returning Maryland residents in the military, are entitled to receive an excise tax credit for up to 1 year. Please note that out of state military who are 
stationed in Maryland, have the option of titling and registering their vehicles in Maryland or in the state that is their home of record.

REGISTRATION PLATES AND FEES
Multiyear registration – All classes of vehicles will be issued a 2-year registration except for trucks (1 ton and larger), and tractors.
Surcharge – To insure stable funding for Maryland’s world-renowned emergency medical services (EMS) system, a “surcharge” of $13.50 per registration year, will be collected with the registra-
tion fee. The EMS system includes med-evac helicopters, ambulances, fire equipment, rescue squads, and trauma units. Surcharge does not apply for Class L Historic, Class N Street Rod, 
Class G Trailers, Interchangeable and Gratis registrations.
Half-year rates are effective on or after the first day of the seventh month of the registration year. Quarterly rates are in effect for trucks 27,000 lbs or more.

The following fees include the surcharge where applicable:
 2 YRS 1 YR
CLASS A – Passenger Car, or
CLASS M – Multipurpose Vehicle
  Shipping Weight up to 3,700 lbs $128.00 $64.00
  Shipping Weight over 3,700 lbs $180.00 $90.00
CLASS B – Passenger vehicle for hire (TAXI) $327.00 $163.50
CLASS E – 1/2 and 3/4 ton trucks up to 7,000 lbs GVW $154.50 $77.25
Note: 1/2 and 3/4-ton trucks with a GVWR above 7,000 lbs may be registered at a maximum GVW of 
10,000 lbs. If the weight of 10,000 lbs is selected the registration fee will be:
   $207.00 $103.50
CLASS D – Motorcycles/Low Speed Vehicles $97.00 $48.50
CLASS L – Historic Vehicles $51.00 $25.50
CLASS N – Street Rod $51.00 $25.50

CLASS G – Non-Freight Trailers/Semi-Trailers (Surcharge does not apply)

   Fee per 1,000 lbs or  
   fraction thereof
Maximum gross vehicle weight limit 2 YRS 1 YR
 3,000 lbs or less $51.00 $25.50
 3,001 to 5,000 lbs $102.00 $51.00
 5,001 to 10,000 lbs $160.00 $80.00
 10,001 to 20,000 lbs $248.00 $124.00
Note: For non-freight trailers, weight must be selected in 1,000 lb increments.

CLASS G – Freight trailers in excess of 20,000 lbs $76.50 $38.25

CLASS E – Truck schedule of fees for CLASS EFT – Farm trucks
Trucks 1 Ton and larger (Add Surcharge) (Add Surcharge)

GVW CATEGORIES Fee per 1,000 lbs GVW CATEGORIES Fee per 1,000 lbs
 or fraction thereof  or fraction thereof

10,000–18,000 lbs $9.00 Minimum 10,000-40,000 lbs $5.00
18,001–26,000 lbs $11.75 40,001–65,000 lbs Maximum $5.25
26,001–40,000 lbs $12.75
40,001–60,000 lbs $14.75
60,001–80,000 lbs $16.00

This schedule applies to both GVW and GCW, as required. For assistance in selecting the  
appropriate weight for your vehicle, contact the Commercial Vehicle Enforcement Division of  
the Maryland State Police. GCW is required if you are pulling trailers in excess of 20,000 lbs.

CLASS T – Tow Trucks and Rollbacks CLASS TE – Tow Trucks and Rollbacks
 (Fee includes surcharge) can be used for hauling or towing

Under 26,000 lbs GVWR $198.50 Up to 18,000 lbs $198.50 (includes surcharge)
Over 26,000 lbs GVWR $563.50 18,001 – 26,000 lbs $11.75 per 1,000 lbs
  26,001 – 40,000 lbs $563.50
  40,001 – 60,000 lbs $14.75 per 1,000 lbs
  60,001 – 80,000 lbs $16.00 per 1,000 lbs

CLASS EPD or ED4 Dump Trucks (Add Surcharge) GVW 1 YR
 2 axles 40,000 lbs $1050.00
 3, 4, 5 or 6 axles 40,000 – 70,000 lbs $26.25 per 1,000 lbs

CLASS GF Farm Trailers/Semi Trailers (Surcharge does not apply)
 Maximum Gross Weight Limits 1 YR
 3,000 lbs $12.75
 5,000 lbs $25.50
 10,000 lbs $40.00
 20,000 lbs $62.00

PAYMENT: Please make checks or money orders payable to MVA. The check must include (1) imprinted name and address, (2) driver license number (soundex number), (3) home or work  
telephone number. Company checks must have the Federal Employer Identification Number (FEIN). Visa, Master Card, American Express and cash are acceptable for payment in person.



 Important: Under the applicable provisions of the Maryland Vehicle Law, when the vehicle identification number

                    of a vehicle becomes illegible, obliterated or has been removed, the owner must make immediate

    application for an assigned vehicle identification number of the State Motor Vehicle Administration.

  Owner’s Name (please print)

  Co-Owner’s Name (please print)

  Address

  In making this application for an assigned vehicle identification number, I agree that the number will be used on a homemade trailer or a

  substitution of the vehicle identification plate issued by the manufacturer. When properly affixed, it will become the identification number of the

  vehicle in all future transactions.

  Year Make     Model           Body Style

   If vehicle is a homemade trailer, check type:

   ❒  Boat Trailer ฀฀❒  Utility Trailer ฀฀❒  Camping Trailer        ❒  Other (specify)

   If not a homemade trailer, check reason for application:

   ❒  Reconstructed Motor Vehicle ❒  V.I.N missing ❒  Other (specify)

   In making this application, permission is granted to any Maryland Law Enforcement Agency or Motor Vehicle Administration representative to

   search the vehicle listed for the vehicle identification number. Full permission is granted to remove any part of the vehicle or any item necessary to

   facilitate the search. I assume full responsibility for this action and absolve the Agency and its representative from all liability should any damage

   occur to the vehicle.

   Should any litigation arise from the issuance of an assigned vehicle identification number, I will indemnify and save harmless the State of

   Maryland, Motor Vehicle Administration, its representatives, or any Maryland Police Agency and its representatives.

   I certify, under penalty of perjury that the statements made within are true and correct to the best of my knowledge, information and belief.

   Owner’s Signature Date

   Co-Owner’s Signature Date

  MVA Use Only:

   I, the undersigned authorized representatives of the Motor Vehicle Administration, declare that this assigned number was affixed to the

   above referenced vehicle on the:

   (Location)      by:

   Odometer Reading at time of inspection:

    ❒    P.V.I.N. missing ❒  T.V.I.N. missing           ❒  No record N.C.I.C.

   Comments:

MVA Representative

 Signature of Agent Date

VIN number assigned

Motor Vehicle Administration

6601 Ritchie Highway, N.E.
Glen Burnie, Maryland 21062

For more information, please call: 1-800-950-1MVA (1682) (to speak with a customer service representative),
From Out-of-State: 1-301-729-4550, TTY for the hearing impaired: 1-800-492-4575. Visit our website at: www.MVA.Maryland.gov

Application for Assigned Vehicle Identification Number

VR-198 (12-09)
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For personalized plates provide 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th choices below.

For Amateur Radio Operator registration, place your FCC assigned call letters in the space of choice #1.

Personalized registration plates may not contain more than seven (7) letters, numbers and spaces in combination.

Motorcycle and Individual with a Disability personalized plates may not contain more than six (6) letters, numbers and spaces in

combination.

Check box for the type of plate desired:
Standard issue

Individual with a Disability Issue

Amateur Radio Operator Registration

Personalized Registration

Check Class:
Passenger Car

Historic Vehicle

Street Rod

Multi-Purpose Vehicle

Truck (1 ton or less)

Motorcycle

Non-Freight Trailer

MVA use only:

Tag Reserved:

Medical Certification No.:

Issue Date: Exp. Date:

Complete Sections A, B, & C

Please complete this section if the choice of personalized plates above are being relinquished

I/we hereby relinquish personalized

ot ecnaussi-er rof# etalp

Signature Date

Signature of Owner Date

Signature of Co-Owner Date

renwO-oC fo eman detnirP     renwO fo emaN detnirP

1st 2nd 3rd 4th

Signature

Signature of Owner

Signature of Co-Owner

Certification:

I/we certify, under penalty of law, that the
statements made herein are true and
correct to the best of my/our
knowledge, information and belief.

Witness my/our Hand(s) and Seal(s)

CK C CV CC

Motor Vehicle Administration
6601 Ritchie Highway, N.E.
Glen Burnie, Maryland 21062

For more information, please call: 1-800-638-8347 (touch tone calls only), 1-800-950-1MVA (1682) (to speak with a customer service representative),
From Out-of-State: 1-301-729-4450, TTY for the hearing impaired: 1-800-492-4575. Visit our website at: www.marylandmva.com

VR-164 (12-06)

Application for Special Registration Plates

Under
60 years(      )



Apply to register to vote with your driver’s license transaction. For details ask your customer service representative.

to Vote Now!

Apply to...

Amateur Radio Operator Registration Plates:

1. The owner of a vehicle of the following classes may apply for Amateur Radio Operator Registration:

Class “A” (passenger cars), Class “E” (Trucks, 1 ton or less), and  Class “M” (Multi-purpose vehicles).

2. A valid copy of your FCC Amateur Radio Operator’s license and a copy of your present registration card must

    accompany this application.

3. If applying for Disability Amateur Radio Operator’s plates the applications must be accompanied by a completed

    Application for Maryland parking placards/license plates for Individuals with a Disability (VR-210), signed by a

    certified licensed physician or a copy of the current certification.

4. An annual fee of five dollars ($5.00) is made payable with the original and each renewal application.

    This additional fee may not be prorated.

Personalized Registration Plates:

1. The owner of a vehicle of the following classes may apply for Amateur Radio Operator Registration:

Class “A” (passenger cars), Class “D” (Motorcycle), Class “E” (Trucks, 1 ton or less), Class “G” (Non-freight Trailer)
    Class “M” (Multi-purpose vehicles), Class “L” (Historic), and Class “N” (Street Rod).

    Disability personalized plates are available for Class “A” (passenger cars), Class “E” (Trucks, 1 ton or less), and
    Class “M” (Multi-purpose vehicles).

2. A Personalized registration plate may consist of any combination of not more than seven (7) letters, numbers and

    spaces.

    Motorcycle and Individual with a Disability personalized plates may consist of any combination of not more than

six (6) letters, numbers and spaces.

3. A personalized plate may not contain any symbol, diagram, slash or other character.

4. An additional annual fee of twenty five dollars ($25.00) is made payable with the original and each renewal

    application. For a two (2) year registration or renewal, the fee is fifty dollars ($50.00). This additional fee may not be

    prorated.

5. A personalized plate issued shall be reserved from registration year to registration year provided that the applicant

    renews the special registration within thirty (30) days of expiration and pays all applicable fees.

6. An application for Disability personalized plates must be accompanied by a completed Application for Maryland

    parking placards/license plates for Individuals with a Disability (VR-210), signed by a certified licensed physician

    or a copy of the current certification.

7. The application for personalized plates must be accompanied by a copy of the current registration card.

General Information:

1. The Administration has authority to limit or reject certain requests for special registration plates.

2. Only one Amateur Radio Operator registration will be issued to any one applicant during a registration year.

3. A valid copy of the FCC Amateur Radio Operator’s license must accompany each registration renewal.

4. Amateur Radio Operator registration plates must be surrendered immediately upon suspension of the FCC license.

8. A historic motor vehicle 60 years or older does not qualify for special registration plates as they require an annual

    registration fee.



Motor Vehicle Administration
6601 Ritchie Highway, N.E.
Glen Burnie, Maryland 21062

For more information, please call: 1-800-638-8347 (touch tone calls only), 1-800-950-1MVA (1682) (to speak with a customer service representative),
From Out-of-State: 1-301-729-4550, TTY for the hearing impaired: 1-800-492-4575. Visit our website at: www.marylandmva.com

VR-096 (06-06)

Insurance Company Name       Policy/Binder #   

I/We, the owner(s) of the vehicle described above, apply for a registration for an historic motor vehicle because 

(please check the one block that applies): ฀

Owner’s First Name       Middle                                             Last

Owner’s Maryland Driver’s License Number    Date of Birth (mm/dd/yy)

Owner’s Resident Address City or Town              County  State  Zip Code

Co-Owner’s First Name       Middle                Last

Co-Owner’s Maryland Driver’s License Number    Date of Birth (m/d/y)

Description of Vehicle
Year Make Body Style                  Title NumberVehicle Identification Number (VIN)

Please make checks or money orders payable to the MVA. The check must include: (1) Imprinted name and address, (2) Driver’s license number (or FEIN, 
if company owned) and (3) Home or work telephone number.

I/We, certify under oath that the vehicle will only be maintained for use in exhibitions, club activities, parades, tours, occasional transportation 

and similar uses. I/We further certify that this vehicle will not be used for general daily transportation or primarily for the transportation of pas-

sengers or property on highways.

The vehicle is 60 calendar years or 
older and has not been substantially 
altered, remodeled or remanufactured 
from its original construction.

Model

The vehicle is 20 calendar years or 
older and has not been 
substantially altered, remodeled 
or remanufactured from its original 
construction.

❒ ❒

I/We, the owner(s) of the vehicle described above, apply for registration of the vehicle as a Street Rod Vehicle on the following 

basis:

The vehicle is 25 calendar years or older and has been substantially altered from the manufacturer’s original design.❒

MVA Use Only

   Tag Number Issued:

Please print all information

Signature of Owner Date              Signature of Co-Owner    Date

Application for Historic or Street Rod Registration                          Fee: $51.00/2 years

ONE-TIME REGISTRATION FEE OF $50.00 
THAT IS NOT TRANSFERABLE TO A  

SUBSEQUENT OWNER.

Note: Historic motor vehicles 60 years or older do not qualify for special registration plates as they require an annual registration fee.

The vehicle must be identifiable by a vehicle identification number (VIN) which is a distinct series of numbers assigned by the manufacturer  
within a general group of numbers as verified by the manufacturer.



To the best of my knowledge, the odometer reading is the actual mileage of the vehicle unless one of the following statements is

❒  1. The mileage is in excess of its mechanical limits.

❒  2. The odometer reading is not the actual mileage.

 Please describe the vehicle being sold

  Year          Make          Model

            Body Style

I/We do hereby sell to:

Name of buyer(s) _______________________________________________________________
For the total sum of $ _________________, which has been received. This sum represents the mutually agreed upon purchase price of

  the vehicle, between both the buyer(s) and the seller(s).  The reason the vehicle may be purchased for a price less than the fair market value
  is as follows.
  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please notarize your sale. A second space is provided for notarizing an additional party to the transaction who may not be present at the

 initial notarization. It is not necessary to require two notaries if one will suffice for all parties.

 I/we certify under penalty of perjury, that the statements made are true and correct to the best of my/our knowledge, information and belief. I
 understand that giving a false statement(s) is a misdemeanor and subject to fines not exceeding $500, imprisonment for not more than 2 months,
 or both.

This _____________ day of ______________ (year) ______________

 Seller(s) signature(s)

 _________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________

 Seller(s) printed name(s)

 _________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________

This _____________ day of ______________ (year) ______________

Buyer(s) signature(s)

 _________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________

 Buyer(s) printed name(s)

 _________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________

This _____________ day of ______________ (year) ______________

 Notary Public signature

 _________________________________________________________

 Notary Public printed name

 _________________________________________________________

 My Commission Expires ____________________________________           My Commission Expires ___________________________________

Place Seal Here  Place Seal Here

This _____________ day of ______________ (year) ______________

 Notary Public signature

 _________________________________________________________

 Notary Public printed name

 _________________________________________________________

    Subscribed and sworn to before me:     Subscribed and sworn to before me:

Vehicle Identification Number

odometer reading ______________________ (no tenths)

Warning- Odometer Discrepancy

checked:

Motor Vehicle Administration
6601 Ritchie Highway, N.E.
Glen Burnie, Maryland 21062

For more information, please call: 1-800-638-8347 (touch tone calls only), 1-800-950-1MVA (1682) (to speak with a customer service representative),
From Out-of-State: 1-301-729-4550, TTY for the hearing impaired: 1-800-492-4575. Visit our website at: www.marylandmva.com

Bill of Sale

VR-181 (03-06)

This form must be used to establish the purchase price
of your vehicle. A notary is required.


