


QPLUS 8.8

The very best Acol-playing Software available
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FEATURES SYSTEM HANS LEBER
® Friendly Interface (see above) e 8mb RAM
e Hint and Help Buttons — always at hand e CD-ROM
e Easy Windows Installation ® Pentium or
e Comprehensive Manual equivalent
e Windows XP or Vista

e Rubber, Duplicate and Teams Scoring

® [nstant results playing in teams mode

® 1,500 pre-played hands for teams LAST CHAN CE

® 2,300 pre-played hands f tch-pointed pai . .
pre-played hahds for inatch-potnted patts Trade-in your old or unwanted bridge software

® Feed in your own deals by sending it, together with a cheque for £49, to
Mr Bridge, Ryden Grange, Knaphill GU21 2TH

® Systems include: Acol, Standard American,
by 30 June 2008.

and several others or create your own.

Order with confidence. Mr Bridge
° 279.95 including postage

Make your cheque payable to Mr Bridge and send to: Ryden Grange, Knaphill, Surrey GU21 2TH ﬂ

@ 01483 489961 Fax 01483 797302
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BIDDING QUIZ
by Bernard Magee

You are West in the
auctions below, playing
‘Standard Acol' with a weak
no-trump (12-14 points) and

four-card majors.
(Answers on page 46)

1. Dealer West. E/W Vul.
& A82

¥YQ976543

¢ 4

® 43

West North East South
?

2. Dealer East. N/S Vul.
4 K9874

v 2

¢ 64

& J8632

West North East South
14 Pass

3. Dealer West. Love All.
& K43

YKQ72

¢+ Q32

& K84

West North East South

INT Pass 2NT Pass
?

4. Dealer North. Love All.
& AK64

Y AJ63

¢ 8765

®5

West North East South
1¢ Dbl  Pass

5. Dealer North. Game All.
4 K974

¥ K6

4832

& Q765

West North East South
INT Dbl 24
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Mr Bridge
AT THE ROYAL KENZ
TUNISIA 2009

Two-week half-board
duplicate holidays

22 Feb - 8 Mar £699*
Bernard Magee and his Team

8 March - 22 March £699*

Chris Barrable and Ann Pearson

22 March - 5 April £699*
Ray and Liz Hutchinson

*per person half-board sharing a twin-bedded room and is
inclusive of bridge fees. Single supplement £5 per night.
These prices are based on air travel from Gatwick to
Monastir. Flights from other UK airports are available at a
supplement. All prices are firm until 30 June 2008. Prices
for seven-night stays are available on application.

Pay £70 per fortnight per person extra and have a pool-
facing room, tea & coffee making facilities, bath robe
and a bowl of seasonal fruit.

These holidays have been organised for Mr Bridge by Tunisia First Limited, ATOL 5933,

working in association with Thomas Cook Tour Operations Limited, ATOL 1179.

DETAILS & BOOKINGS

@ 01483 489961

NEW LAWS

The time for gripes, moans
and groans is over. The
World Bridge Federation has
promulgated the new Laws
of Duplicate Bridge.

In England, these take effect
from August 2008 and the
fully revised version of
Duplicate Bridge Rules
Simplified will be published
just ahead of that date.

David Stevenson has already
revised Introduction to
Duplicate Bridge, which I
include as an eight page
centre fold pull-out as part
of this issue.

It is now up to all of us who
play, to fully acquaint
ourselves with the rules and
play in accordance with
them.

TUNISIA

Popular demand insists that I
add a couple of extra
fortnights at the Royal Kenz
as I am restricting Bernard
Magee’s party to no more
than 100 bridge players. See
adjacent advertisement. Ring
Tunisia First for one week
deals.

BACK COVER
STORY
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The cruise from Harwich to
Nice has a large contingent
of Bridge Players on board.
Hosted by Bernard Magee, it
will be a party for improvers,
beginners, club players and
those to do not even play
bridge but like to be part of a
group. Alison Nicolson is on
board especially to help the
beginners and improvers and
there is a large Mr Bridge
Team to make sure everyone
feels involved. The special
discovery price of £559 per
person for a shared inside
cabin includes the oil
surcharge.

THE GOOD NEWS

The 2009 Summer Cruise
brochure is ready and it
features all the usual
Northern and Mediterranean
favourites. By popular
demand, a Round the British
Isles Cruise has been added
to Discovery’s schedule.
Phone @ 01483 489961 for
yours, now.

THE BAD NEWS

The recent huge increase in
oil prices would seem to be
going to be part of our lives,
at least for the time being
and there are the inevitable
price increases.

BETTER NEWS

Bernard Magee is hosting
only the one cruise in 2009 —
a repeat of this years Cruise
to the Riviera bridge
jamboree.

In addition to Early Booking
Fares, there is a launch offer
£100 off any 2009 cruise
booked before 30 June 2008
and the usual 5% discount
for all Discovery Club
Members.

DISCOVERY CLUB

If you receive a special offer
in the post from Discovery,
do remember you are still
able to book with Mr Bridge.
Just call @ 01483 489961 to
ensure you are part of the
exclusive Mr Bridge Party. »



DIRECTORY

The compilation of the
Bridge Club Directory is
now really underway but
still so many clubs have not
responded. On pages 44

and 45, I list all the clubs
that have as at 5 May. |
believe that a complete
directory, kept up-to-date
and published annually could
be a major tool in revitalising
bridge. Action... please.

SUCCESS

Gentle Duplicates are
continuing to be hugely
popular. Rubber bridge
devotees are really quite
enthusiastic. Some have
signed up for another
weekend of the same, while
others have left the weekend
fully determined to join their
local club. It’s wonderful.

HOW IT WORKS

A Gentle Duplicate Event
costs £129 per person. The
price includes two nights full
board and six sessions of
duplicate — numbers are
restricted to a maximum of
36, nine tables.

Payment must be made in
full at the time of booking,
by cheque or debit card.

Please understand these
weekends and midweek
events are designed for those
wanting to try duplicate or
who have previously found
duplicate stressful. You may
bring more experienced
friends on the strict
understanding that the pace
of play is deliberately slow
and set at a speed that will
encourage newcomers to
become regular addicts. »

Mr Bridge

2008
GENTLE
DUPLICATES

£129

JUNE
Staverton Park
Theobalds Park

6- 8
27 -29

JULY
Staverton Park
Theobalds Park

18 -20
25-27

AUGUST
15 — 17 Staverton Park

SEPTEMBER
26 —28 Theobalds Park

OCTOBER
17 = 19 Staverton Park
24 -26 Harben House
31 -2/11 Theobalds Park

NOVEMBER

7 — 9 Harben House
21 -23 Staverton Park
28 - 30 Theobalds Park

These breaks are designed for
those who want to try duplicate,
those who are nervous and
those on their own. There will
be six bridge sessions, no

seminars and no prizes.

Mr Bridge
GENTLE DUPLICATES

STAVERTON PARK
Staverton, Daventry,
Northants, NN11 6]T

THE OLDE BARN
Toll Bar Road, Marston,
Lincolnshire, NG32 2HT

THEOBALDS PARK
Bulls Cross Ride, Cheshunt,
Hertfordshire, EN7 SHW

HARBEN HOUSE
Tickford Street, Newport Pagnell,
Buckinghamshire, MK16 9EY

MI/MIS/MISS ..ttt
AAIESS ..ottt
........................................... Postcode ......cocevveieiiiniinininiee
B ottt bttt enne
Please book me for ........... places,

AL HOEL ..o
ON dALES .ttt

Single ....... Double ....... Twin .......

Please give the name(s) of all those covered by this booking

Please send payment in full of £129 per person per place by cheque,
payable to Mr Bridge. A receipt will be sent with your booking confir-
mation. 28 days before the event, a programme and full details will be
sent together with a map. Cancellations are not refundable. Should you
require insurance, you should contact your own insurance broker.

Mr Bridge , Ryden Grange, Knaphill, Surrey GU21 2TH
2 01483 489961 Fax 01483 797302

e-mail: leanora@mrbridge.co.uk
website: www.holidaybridge.com
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Mr Bridge
RUBBER / CHICAGO 2008
Hosted by Diana Holland

22-24 August Theobalds Park £199
22-25 August (3 nights) Theobalds Park £249
26-28 September The Beach Hotel ~ £199

Full-board - No Single Supplement

Please note there are no seminars or set hands on these weekends

The Beach Hotel Theobalds Park

Worthing, BN11 3QJ

The Olde Barn Hotel
Marston, Lincs, NG32 2HT

——————— BOOKING FORM — ———— ——

Please book me for .... places, Single .... Double .... Twin ....

for the Rubber/Chicago weekend(s) of

MI/MIS/MISS .ottt ee e

AAAIESS ...

Please send a non-returnable deposit of £50 per person per place
by cheque, payable to Mr Bridge. An invoice will be sent with
your booking confirmation. On receipt of your final payment,
28 days before the event, a programme and full details will be
sent together with a map. Cancellations are not refundable.
Should you require insurance, you should contact your own
insurance broker.

My Bridge , Ryden Grange, Knaphill, Surrey GU21 2TH
& 01483 489961 Fax 01483 797302
e-mail: leanora@mrbridge.co.uk
website: www.holidaybridge.com

Cheshunt, Herts, EN7 SHW

REALISM

In Michael Scarrott’s story in
this issue, about bridge in
the twenty-fifth century, I
have reduced the number of
bridge players from 20
trillion to 20 billion to make
the story closer to the truth.

BUBBLE CAPTIONS

The response to the caption
competition was just as
enthusiastic as usual. I chose
one per entrant and put as
many as I could on pages

34 and 35 for you to read.

Marguerite Lihou, picture
above, our very creative
cartoonist, has chosen a
short list of six. I have sent
each of them a boxed set of
my beautiful bridge pens.
Congratulations and thanks
to all those who took part.

Partners were drawn
from a hat.
Mr David Cherry, Derby.

That looks more like
“bunny” than “dummy”.
Mrs M E Thompson, Lancs.

I was looking for the
Queen of Hearts.
Mrs Kate Hartley, Cardiff.

The EBU (Easter Bunny
Union) advised

“join a club”.

Mrs P J Clark, York.

Has anyone seen the

Hideous Hog?
Mrs H Oliffe, Essex.

He’d make a nice Goulash.
Mr Ken Payne, Herts.

Entrants with captions for
the latest cover should use
the form opposite this page.
Only one caption per person,
and not more than seven
words. Closes 20 June 2008.
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SNAIL MAIL

Those who use snail mail,
regular post to you and me,
need postage stamps. Clive
Goff sells unused stamps
(full gum) at a discount.

Contact him by e-mail:
clive.goff @londonrugby.com
(please put your telephone
number in any email you
send) or ring him on

@ 020 8422 4906.

CHRISTMAS

Christmas this year will be
celebrated at Denham Grove,
which is set in its own
extensive grounds (44 acres).

All bedrooms are within the
main building and half are
on the ground floor.

There is easy access to all the
bridge rooms, swimming
pool and other leisure
facilities, making this an ideal
Christmas holiday venue. P

Christmas & New Year

Denham Grove
Uxbridge
Buckinghamshire

24-27 December
Sandy Bell
£395

27-29 December
Signals & Discards
Chris Barrable

& Ann Pearson
£199

29 Dec - 1 Jan 2009
Chris Barrable
& Ann Pearson
£355



If you have not contacted us in the last two years, please
enter your details in the box below to re-register:

NEME (D IMI, IMIS, IVHISS) .. ieieiee e ettt e e e et e e e e ettt e e e e e st e e e e e s st e e e e e ansbeeaeeeanseeeeeeanneeeaeennnnes

F o [0 (=TT TR

Please send BRIDGE to the following enthusiasts:

MI/MISIMISS ....oeeecieeeciee e MI/MIS/MISS....ovveeeeeeiecieeeeeeeeeceeeeee MI/MIS/IMISS....ovveeeeeecciiiieeee e
AdAress .......oeeveeeieeiiiieee e, AdAress .....ovvveeieeiieieee e AdAreSs ....vvveiieeiiicieeee e
.......................... Postcode .........cccueeene. revrrrereeeeeeeiineene..POStCOdE e crvrreeeeeeieinennen.POStCOdE L
MI/MPS/MISS....coeeiieiiiiieee e MIr/MrIS/MISS....ovvevieeieeciieeeeeeeeeeee e MI/MIS/IMISS....ovveieeeecciiieeeeeeeeee e
AdAress .......oevveeiiiiiiiiieee e AdAress .....uvvviveeeiieee e AdAreSS ...ovvviieeeiei e
.......................... Postcode ...........cccuu. revrreereeeeeeninnnen..POStCOdE trvrrreeeeeeeeieene.POStCOdE L

Please complete all or part this form and return to

Mr Briage, Ryden Grange, Knaphill, Surrey, GU21 2TH.

BR89




EXCLUSIVE MR BRIDGE FARE — SAVE UP TO 48% ¢ DISCOVERY CLUB MEMBERS — SAVE AN EXTRA 5%

- -
BCOVAE G RTRGE AT P

ipes

AEGEAN ODYSSEY
24 QOctober 2008 — 12 days
EXCLUSIVE MR BRIDGE FARE FRoM £999

'1". PLUS FREE CABIN UPGRADE"

* ' JR BRIDGE ERCLUSIVE Date Port
. ﬁoi 999 24 0ct  Depart UK by air to
PER PERSON ISTANBUL, Turkey
Embark on Discovery
[ ] L ] [ ]
Visit Istanbul and enjoy an =~ 5o swiiing
26 Oct  Cruising the Black Sea
Od . M B = d 27 0ct  KUSADASI, Turkey
Aegean yssey with Mr Bridge o somm e
. 29 0ct  KAS, Turkey
MV DI VERY MR BRIDGE
Soak up the atmosphere of vibrant Istanbul, As on all Mr Bridge Summer cruises, there 100 ANTAIYA, Turkey
with its stunning mosques, palaces and will be an exclusive bridge session every 31 Oct RHODES, Greece
museums; before cruising around e - evening. All seminars 1 Nov HERAKLION. Crete Greece
Turkish shores and all the way i i and afternoon sessions are — - .
to Egypt, aboard the spacious ! istanbul o ! held while the ship is at sea, 2 Nov Cruising
Discavery. You will be | ! so everyone is able to enjoy 3 Nov ALEXANDRIA, Egypt
accompanied by no more than |} . JORKEY i all the ports of call.
660 passengers and a highly- i GHEEL;}gﬁu[“ooK“mda i | 4 Nov ALEXANDRIA, Egypt
acclaimed team of lecturers and E Herklon Rhod o Q0N E Fven il you do nol want Disembark and transfer to
guest speakers who will ensure ! CRETE ° ! to play bridge, you should airport for ﬂight home
your lime on board iIS as i i still book with Mr Bridge,
memorable as your time ashore. | o i ensuring you are invited BRIDGE SUPPLEMENT ONLY £30 PER PLAYER
i .. . ' Algxondrio I = i
Our award-winning summer 2008 | EGYPT | toour exclusive drinks

cruises are selling fast, so call Mr

Bridge today and take advantage of this

great value-for-money exclusive fare.

DABTA

ABTA Mo WE02 ?})

ﬁi D

i

parties. This will enable

vou to meet other like-minded passengers and
feel part of a group.

LYeN =

Fare shown is per person based on two people sharing lowest twin-bedded cabin category available,
includes all applicable discounts and current fuel surcharges. % saving varies according to cabin
category booked and may not apply to featured fare. *Free cabin upgrade to the next category, subject
to availability, Terms and conditions apply, see brochure for details, Voyages of Discovery is a trading
name of All Leisure Holidays Ltd. Piease note that there is a bridge suppiement of £30 per bridge player

T 01483 489961 for brochures and bookings

Mr Bridge

On payment of the bridge supplement, you
will be eligible to participate in the evening
duplicate. There will also be a quiz. Those not
wishing to participate in the evening bridge
programme are not required to pay the bridge
supplement. The bridge programme is fully
optional and you may participate as much or
as little as you wish. Mr Bridge actively
encourages singles to join the party and you
will always be found a partner for a game.

of Discovery



Mr Bridge
Mail Order
2 01483 489961

SOFTWARE
QPlus 8.8 £79.95
Bernard Magee CDs
Acol Bidding  £59.95
More Acol £89.95

Bidding

Declarer Play  £69.95

BOOKS

Duplicate Bridge

Rules Simplified

Fully revised 2008

The Yellow Book £5.35

Bernard Magee Books

Hand

Evaluation £14.20

Tips for

Better Bridge  £12.20

PENS
Boxed Sets of 4 Pens

_—
i

£19.95
£19.95

Multi-Suited
Single-Suited
Refills,

sets of 4 £2.95

TEA TOWELS
We are Survivors £5.95
4 for £17.00

SCORE PADS

Caspari - Various

Designs. Each ~ £2.50
2009 DIARIES

Standard

Red or Blue £5.95

Luxury Ruby

or Bottle Green £12.95

All prices include
postage and packing.

www.mrbridge.co.uk

QPLUS BRIDGE

I still have some second-
hand Q-Plus 7.5 programs
for sale at £29. This play
program will give you an
idea of how much enjoyment
you can derive from software
while improving your game.

TRAVEL AWARDS

TN
* .a\NN.er,P "
qé; ER'ITI‘S‘H I
TRAVEL ¥~
‘&“’Awmnsg:
2007

mvnumr:
HIGHE GRUTSE LINE

I am proud to be associated
with Discovery, named
favourite niche cruise line
at the 2007 Travel Awards.

2008 CRUISING

In addition to the voyage to
the Riviera, there are two
other summer cruises to be
found in this issue. One is
Aegean Odyssey advertised
on the facing page, the other
up to St Petersburg. Both
have special prices from
£999 per person sharing.

SHARING

I try, with some success, to
match single travellers to
share cabins to make
cruising an affordable option
for those on limited budgets.

JUNK CURE

Those of you who send in
your friends’ data, so that
they may receive BRIDGE,
should be assured that their
names and addresses will not
be sold or passed on.

Those of you who are
bothered by unsolicited mail
should register themselves
with the Mailing Preference
Service, by writing to:

FREEPOST
29LON 20117
London WI1E 0ZT

It will take three or even four
months for the junk mail to
dry up, but dry up it will.

THANK YOU

The Charity, Christians in
Iraq, wishes to thank those
who supported the day out in
Bishops Waltham, hosted by
Bernard Magee. The entire
proceeds exceeded £6,800,
which was sent to the charity.

CHARITY BRIDGE

There are lots of lunches,
teas and even dinner parties
which are organised all over
the country in support of
charities both local and
national. Please support
them. A selection is listed
for your convenience.

RE-REGISTER

Please use the form opposite
page 6 if you have not
re-registered within the last
two or three years. If friends
complain that they no longer
receive their free copy of
BRIDGE, remind them to
re-register. BRIDGE really is
free but if I do not hear from
you, I will stop sending it.

MEGAN

Megan Riccio, on maternity
leave, has given birth to
Annabelle, 61bs 70z. Mother
and baby are doing well.

APOLOGIES

Over the past few months I
have fallen behind with my
correspondence service. This
is now up to speed. I prefer
letters by post. If you do
contact me by e-mail or fax
it must — it really must —
have your full postal address
and telephone number.

I’m looking forward to
hearing from you.

Mr Bridge
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CHARITY
BRIDGE EVENTS

JUNE 2008

27 DOWNHAM MARKET DISTRICT
NURSES EQUIPMENT FUND
Northwold Sports & Social Club.
10 am for 10.30. £12 inc lunch.
Jean Wright @& 01366 383247
Ray Waller @ 01842 827120

JULY 2008

11 MACMILLIAN NURSES.
Wicken Village Hall. £15.00. Lunch.
Liz Ambrose @& 01353 663179

24 SAMARITANS - CHESTER BRANCH.
Molly McBride @& 01244 675108

AUGUST 2008

3 MACMILLAN CANCER SUPPORT
St Georges Bridge Centre,
Darlington. 2pm. £12.50. Lunch.
@ 01325 360340

SEPTEMBER 2008

3 GYDA. Corn Exchange, Faringdon.
£15 includes lunch.
Steve Braithwaite
@ 01367 240929

11 HINCHINGBROOKE HOSPITAL
Upwood Village Hall. £15. Lunch.
Peter Somerfield

@ 01487 812167
Chris Bruce @ 01487 812327

24 CONSERVATIVE ASSOCIATION
Great Stukeley Village Hall. £13.
Kay Brownlow @& 01480 880663

25 FARLEIGH HOSPICE. £15. Lunch.
Little Baddow Memorial Hall,
Essex. 10.30am for 11am-4pm.
Julie Renvoize @ 01245 258067

27 ST ANNE’S CHURCH, KEW
1.30 for 2pm-5pm. £12.50. Tea.
lan Lewty @& 0208 876 3681

30 SAM BEARE HOSPICE
Christ the Prince of Peace Church,
Weybridge. 2-5 pm. £24 per table.
Susan @ 01932 400009
Claire @& 01932 855799

OCTOBER 2008

24 CHESHIRE HOMES.
Hartford Village Hall. £13.00.
Malcom Howarth
@& 01480 212910

30 IAIN RENNIE HOSPICE AT HOME
Naphill Village Hall. 9.30-4.30. £18.
Coffee, lunch & tea.

M McConnell @& 01494 863084

NOVEMBER 2008

3 EAST SUSSEX HOSPICES. (Rubber).
Glyndebourne. 5.30-10pm.
Kathy Gore @& 01825 890494

6 SOMERSET HOSPICE
Barrington Village Hall,
liminster 2pm. £10 inc good tea.
Nichola Grove @& 01935 822116

21 AIR AMBULANCE. £13.00.
Village Hall, Hemingford Abbotts.
Sheila Poval & 01480 395394




opular folklore has it that those
Pwho forget to draw trumps end up

sleeping on the Embankment (or,
in America, under the Brooklyn Bridge).
Why is it vital to draw trumps? Well,
why do you choose a trump suit in the
first place? You think you can make
extra tricks by ruffing opposing winners.
At the start of the play, the defenders
have trumps as well — so they might ruff
your winners. However, if you have
chosen the trump suit wisely, you will
have more trumps than they do. After a
few rounds have gone, your side will
have the only trumps left. Ruffing then
becomes the exclusive privilege of
yours, the declaring side.

‘If in doubt, get them out.’

4 KQ76
VY762
4654
&Q75

& AJ432
Y AKQ4
4832

& A

You, South, play in 44. West leads the
jack of clubs to your ace.

You have three diamond losers and,
unless hearts split 3-3, a heart loser as
well. This is no problem as you intend to
ruff the fourth round of hearts in dummy.
What must you do before that? You must
draw trumps. If you fail to do so,
someone short in hearts will ruff one of
your top hearts. So long as trumps break
2-2 or 3-1 (a 90% chance), you will be
able to draw the opposing trumps without
drawing all of dummy’s in the process.

Drawing trumps appeals even more if
dummy cannot ruff anything.

Julian Pottage Says

If in Doubt, Get them
Out — Draw Trumps

4963
¥ AK6
4 J98

S AJT73
VYT -
& K9854
4 AJ105
¥YQJo75h
¢ K1076
% Void

& 87
v 104

e KQ42
¥ 832

¢ 54

& Q1062

You play in 4¥. West leads the eight of
spades and East plays the queen.

To make this contract you must win at
once and play three rounds of hearts.
After that, you can knock out the king of
spades and West’s diamond winners.
This way the trump suit works for you —
your two long trumps will help to stop
the defenders from making any club
tricks once they switch to that suit.

If you delay drawing trumps, you will
find that West ruffs a spade or East a
diamond — or both.

Q7

¥ 383
4J983

& KQJ109

& K104 2

vy Q104
¢ J65

¢ 10742
® 62

¥ AK9752

¢ AQ

& A7

4 A983
¥ J6

¢ K65
® 8543

You are in 4¥ and West leads the five of
clubs.

This deal, too, calls for drawing
trumps with gusto. Do you see why?

Page 8

You have only one entry to dummy — in
clubs — and so must pull the missing
trumps before you try to run the suit. If
not, you will have no way back to the
clubs if someone ruffs the third round.
You win the club in hand and, after
cashing the A-K of trumps to confirm
the 3-2 split, give up a trump. You lose at
most two spades and a trump.
Is it ever right not to draw trumps?
Yes, here are common reasons not to:
1 If you want to ruff in dummy but
dummy is quite short in trumps.
2 If you need some trumps as entries.
3 You need short trumps as stoppers.

4 K63

¥ Void

¢ KQ9s

& KQ9732

4 94

¥ Q832
4 AQJ105

¢ 1065
® A1086
YKJOT75
¢ A7

&4

872
Y A1064
¢ J432
& J5

You are in 64 and get a trump lead.

All the above three exceptions apply.
If you draw trumps, you will lose a heart
or two as well as the club ace (trump
needed as a stopper). You will also be
short of entries to set up the clubs (trump
needed as an entry) and a trick short
(ruff in short trump hand needed). Get
out a pack of cards and try it.

Correct play is to win in hand and play
a club to the king. Win the trump return
in dummy, ruff a club, ruff a heart and
ruff another club. Now you draw the last
trump and enjoy dummy’s winners.

The rule about whether to draw trumps
is that you draw them unless you find a
reason not to. If in doubt, get them out.l



e subject matter
contained in the various
bridge magazines which

regularly land on my doormat
gives a clear picture of the
diversity of tactics to be
employed at the bridge table.
Do readers of these
magazines actually put all this
advice into practice? As a
relative newcomer to the
game, much of it remains a
mystery to me. | am beginning
to see what fun can be had as
a defender but most of my
energy is taken up with
improving my skills as a
declarer.

Acol Bidding

Since last summer, Mr Magee
has been my constant
companion, talking to me
every day, regardless of his
busy schedule. | have enjoyed
every minute of these one-
way conversations and am
just starting out on my third
journey through his Acol
Bidding. Each time | play a
hand, | see more and more
within it. When | first began
this program, | knew nothing
about counting top tricks or
looking for losers. Far from
being boringly repetitive, | find
new gems and my scores
improve steadily. With the right
partner, | should be able to
put all this to good use at the
bridge table. Having said that,
| just love every part of the
game, so winning or losing is
of less importance than
enjoying a fruitful bidding
conversation and finding the
best contract.

However, Mr Magee is not the

Mr Magee,

Keep Talking to ME!
by Linda Saunders

only star in my sky, and | have
collected quite a number of
bridge books.

Josephine Culbertson

Being rather overwhelmed by
the complexity of the game, |
take comfort from the words
of the legendary Josephine
Culbertson in the Introduction
to her Contract Bridge
Made Easy, published
over seventy years ago:

® Do not try to
remember
everything you
have
learned
on
every

hand. ) !
Do :
not be

ashamed
of your mistakes.

e If you understand the
fundamental principles, you
should be able to handle
90% of situations that arise
in bidding and play.

This former diva also cautions
the reader:

e Never play from trick to
trick; have a definite plan of
play before you start!

Well, | remember my bridge
teacher telling us to make a
plan before starting out, but to
be honest, at that time | had
no idea what it meant. My
head was too full of high-card
points and the correct
responses to no-trump bids.

Declarer Play

Over the next few months, |
began to see that experienced
players had the ability to sum
up the dummy and their hand
in seconds before setting off.
Would | ever reach such dizzy
heights? That was when |
noticed that my chum, Mr
Magee, had brought out
Declarer Play. Well, of
course, | sent off for it
immediately and
started a new
notebook to record
my progress.

There are 120 hands in
this package and
| longed to reach
\ chapter 9 on
: . endplay and
\ . avoidance, but
. aslworkinan
orderly fashion,

I would have to be
patient and play one hand
each morning. Having now
reached the particular chapter,
| am still slightly fazed by it,
but | know that, on repetition,
the teaching will become
clear. Within the basic
information attached to the
program, is a useful chunk on
top tricks which | found
invaluable. On every hand |
see, | swiftly count the top
tricks and work out how many
more | need fo make the
contract, looking for
opportunities to snatch the
odd overtrick.

As | progressed through Mr
Magee’s Declarer Play, |
encountered the notion of
safeguarding my entries;
getting stuck on the wrong
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side of the table had often
been my downfall in the past.

As a beginner, | found it
enough of a headache to
concentrate on my own cards.
It was then pointed out to me
that | needed to form a picture
of all 26 cards in the
partnership. | could see the
sense of that. The last chapter
of Declarer Play is entitled
‘Using the Bidding’. Mr Magee
cleverly teaches the clues
given by all players at the
table, enabling the declarer to
form a pretty accurate picture
of all four hands. | suppose
this comes with experience
and most people who have
been playing for years would
know it, but, for me, it helps
to have these things spelt out.

More Acol Bidding

Having spoken to Mr Magee
in person, | understand that
he is bringing out a
continuation of each of the
programs so far released, so
he will be a part of my life for
some years to come. |
already have his More Acol
Bidding and am beginning to
dip info that. The losing trick
count, two-suited overcalls,
and weak twos provide
endless pleasure for me!
Having sampled the first
program on declarer play, |
look forward to the next one.

For those not in the know, my
passion for Mr Magee knows
no bounds. | can’t wait for his
teaching on defence, so Mr
Magee ... | know you are
busy bee ... but please,
please keep talking fo me! W



2009 LAUNCH OFFER - SAVE £100° PER PERSON - BOOK BY 30 JUNE 2008

Spectacular Summer 2009

cruise savings

SUMMER 2009 PROGERAMME

A Scottish loch, an leelandic geyser, the unspoilt
charm of villapes in the far-of Faroe [slands — these
can all be combined with a visit to Norway's fords
You might prefer o head for the mysterics of the
Arctic Circle and the Midnight Sun, even calling

at Russian Murmansk, O traveld to Baltic cities
cach remarkable in their own way — Scandinavian
capitals sharing their seafaring traditions, gems

like Estonian Tallinn and the grand cityscapes and
palaces of St Petersburg.

Discoverys Mediterranean programme featunes
historic cities and smaller ports other cruise ships
might miss Visit gallieries filled with Renaissance an,
Mo ish palaces and open-air theatres which were
e host 1o Crreek tmgedies and ravelling apostles.
Fxplore sub-trapical Black Sea resons once hidden
behind an won cotain, and Boman cibies such ay
Leptis Magna, buried for centuries beneath North
African sands,

> FARES FROM

|'ll

.-”

MY DISCOVERY FER PERSON

small enough o reach out-oi-the-way

ports, large onough 1o make light work of crossing the
great oceans, Discovensshiuns the oxccsses of today's
mega-liners, Instead, she has Beon expressly conceved
for aur special brand of ‘discovery eruising”.

Levieds of service and the welcome from our crew
and stafi make you feel immodiately al home. And,
like onir returning gUests, you're siure 1 appreciate

the sense of space on board

Facilitivs include thiee restaurants, o selection

o bars and lounges, a well-stocked lbrary, a lecturne
theatrefcinema and an Interned centre, You'll also find
a twindeck health and Beauty spa with floor-to-celling
winchws e adimine the view from, A leam of
enteraining and informative guest speakers will
prrepane you tor the fascinating places you will

wisih, whilst e iniendly stalf and crew aod lalented
entertainers will ensure that vour time on board

is a relaxing and rewarding experience

k!

. £500

Mr Bridge is pleased to confirm that
he has a2 Mr Bridge representative
on-all the 2009 Summer Voyages
The Mir Bridge host will co-ordinate
the beidge element of your cruise.

Even if you dia not want 1o play bridos
your should <till book with Mr Bridgs,
therelry ensuring you will be ivited to
attend our exclusive drinks parties.
This will anabde vou to meet ather
kr-eninded passengers and feel part
of & group.

On days at sea, there will be seminars
and afterncan bridge. On payment of
thee hridige supplement, you will be
eligebie (o participate n thie evenmg
duplicate, These will also be a quEr.
Thase not wizhing to participate in the
evening hridge programme ane not
requered fo pay the bridge supplement.
Each crusse party is hosted by a
Mr Bridge represantative wha is thars
to corirlinate the bridge slement of
your crnse, The' bridoe peogramme &
fully optional and you may participate as
mitsch o as e 2= you with. Mr Bridga
actively encolranes singhes 10 join the
party and you vall ahways be found a
partner for @ game.

WHAT'S INCLUDED
= All maals and entertainment on board
= (n-haard gratuities
w Al povl and pre-paid srpor taes
» Flights fromite Gatwick
[Manchester £15 supplement)
= Parking at Harwich or selected transfers
to the port {s-UK croses)
+ Onerseas Wransfors betwden
airport and ship
& Informative programme of lactures

WHAT'S EXTRA
= Shore excursions
* Insurance
» Dirinks on board
= Yisae, and aiport taxes
wheere payable locally

TO SAVE A FURTHER £100" PER PERSON CALL Mr Bridge NOW




DISCOVERY CLUB MEMBERS SAVE AN EXTRA 5%

T 01483 489961 for brochures and bookings

L B

SUMMER VOYAGES 2009

_ ol THE NORWEGIAN FJORDS 11

THE NORWEGIAN FJORDS 1
24 May 2009 - 8 days from E699

Hanwicl — Berpen ~ Alesund ~ R
Grirmger = Fim = Harwich

ST PETERSBURG
& THE NORTHERN CAPITALS

31 May 2009 - 15 days from £1,698
Herwil ~ Coperdisgen = Slockhaln - Helsnki
S Pefershury (3 dayst ~ Talin = Gy
Wearnermiivicke ~ Miel Canal ~ Harech

LAND OF THE MIDNIGHT SUN

14 Jue 2009 = 11 days from £1,259
Fiamwnl = Alpsund = Hommgsidy = Tromss
L aknag - Fam - Hawich

FIORDS, FAROES, FIRE & ICE

24 June 2009 — 13 days from £1,449
Hargach — Flam — Alsenine — Torshavn - Akoreyr
Rakiank - Haimagy - Ritall - Hanweh

BALTIC TREASLIRES

& July 2009 = 4 days from £1,598
Harwich - Copenfanan - Stockioim - Talfinn
&t Petsrsbing (3 dapsl ~ Goynia — Hamamine
Nied Cesal — Herwaclt

NORTH CAPE, ARCTIC CIRCLE
& RLISSIA

19 July 2009 - 15 days fromn £1,679

Hanwach = Berpen ~ Tronchaim = L eknes = Munmansk

Honninaswdy — Hammanast ~ Nandk ~ Aasum
FEi - Hanwich

BRITISH ISLES DISCOVERY

2 Auguest 2009 - 12 days from £1,298
Hanwich = 5t Patar Poart - Trasen - Cpbh - Dyl
Retizst - (han - imemarrion — Dunges - Hanwch

EALTIC CAPITALS

13 Auguest 2008 = 14 days from £1,598
Harach - Kel Candd -~ Wamamiinge ~ Reisinkd
S Felevsbry (& ciys! - Stockhioim - Copenfiagen
Chskr ~ Hatwech

26 dugus! 2009 - 9 deys from £990
Haih < [k = Oiken = Bl = Bemen
(g = Hanwich

CHLUASE TO THE RIVIERA
WITH BERNARD MAGEE

3 Saptambar 2009 - & days from £599
Hanmich ~ Lishon - Gitvaltar
Almere — Moo

VOYAGE TO VENICE

3 Beptomber 2009 - 17 days from £1,688
Farch ~ Lshon ~ (Glrallar ~ Almerky

Nica ioverniphf shay) = Wiefanche — Sandy Mamphenta
Livime Rorenea®isal - Chetiecnia (Romat
Sorenn - Toonihig - Ve ovemight Stay) i

ITALIAN ODYSSEY

10 Seplenber 2009 - 10 days from £1,299

- N inermipht siay) ~ Vilelache ~ Santa- Margherls
Lhomg ForencaPlg) — Chitaueachia (Roma)

Somenio - Taomming - Venice fovermait 53y =

ADRIATIC & AEGEAM TREASLUIRES
18 September 20048 = 1.3 days from £1,679
% Vankce fovemehl siay) - Kapar — Faitar
Hiar — Pubranik gnamight stay - Cophatonk
Seirforky = Mykonos ~ Rerssidsl

It fovesilhil stay)

BLACK SEA DISCOVERY

1 Dctobar 2008 = 12 days from £1,598

o Etanhaf - Tabeon -~ Socly imvemiaht sty - Xala
Stvasipdd — Dot - Conglaviar — Nesobur
Istandns pneerught st «»

BLACK SEA & AEGEAN WONDERS

12 October 2009 — 15 days from £1,898

- LstanDu [l stawl — Snop ~ Sochi [ovemignr sty
Yhille ~ Sevasiopol ~ [kiesss ~ Neselnr ~ Dammkes
Vg ~ Pirgans W

MNORTH AFRICAN TREASURES

2 Novarmhar 2008 = 13 days from £1,498
= Aiandng jovemioht stay - Bsghan

Al Kimis — Irgok — Valelin - Pagamo

L Gowells ~ Bareslong fovetmight slay) o

oF 1D SC(NGI‘\

I
-



hen you have a sure loser, a
s’s/ neat way to keep trump
control can be to throw that

loser on another loser. Rather than
ruffing and using up a valuable trump,
you throw the certain loser and keep
your trumps for later.

& K4

¥ 32

¢ A86543

&Q76
#9876 4 32
¥ AK108 ¥YQJO9765
¢+ Q9 u ¢ KJ10
& A43 & 85

4 AQJ105

v 4

¢ 72

& KJ1092

Contract: 4. Lead: YA.

West leads out two top hearts. If you ruff
the second, you will be down to four
trumps. Then, with the club ace to knock
out, you are in danger of losing trump
control. With a sure diamond loser —
there is no way to avoid it — you should
throw a diamond on the second trick.
Instead of ruffing the heart, you throw a
loser away: a loser-on-loser play.

West has no answer: you can ruff a
third heart in dummy or win any switch
and draw trumps. With a trump left, you
can safely knock out the club ace.

Ruffing at trick two puts you at the
mercy of the trump break. You stop
drawing after three rounds but, when
you lose to the ace of clubs, they carry
on leading hearts. You have to use up
your last trump and, as West still has a
trump but you do not, you go down.

You can use a loser-on-loser play rather
than ruffing even in the short trump hand
if someone threatens to overruff.

Bernard Magee Says

Throw a Loser

on a Loser

48753
v Qs
+AT64
& A42
a2 21094
Y AKJ863 v 94
4+ Q932 “ +J105
47 +Q10863
4 AKQJ6
v 1072

¢ K8
& K95

Contract: 4. Lead: YA.

West, who has bid hearts, leads the ace,
king and jack of hearts. East plays high-
low with the nine and the four.

If you ruff the third round of hearts in
dummy, East will surely overruff. With a
club still to lose, you will be one down.
A better idea is to throw a club from
dummy. After you gain the lead on the
next trick, you draw trumps and ruff a
club in peace. By losing a heart instead
of a club, you take a safe ruff instead of
a risky one — a great swap.

Another type of loser-on-loser play
you can use is to endplay a defender.

& K874
¥ K95
¢ A73

4 96
¥YyQJ108
49854
& K76

4542
432
V7432

I!!: +J106

£J1098

4 AQJ105

v A6

+KQ2

4 AQ3

Contract: 64. Lead: ¥Q.
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You have eleven top tricks and the club
finesse appears to be your only chance
for a twelfth. Rather than taking it, you
should consider giving up the lead. The
opponents might make the wrong lead,
or you might be able to endplay them.

To set up an endplay you first empty
all the suits. You might take the heart
ace, draw trumps, cash the heart king,
ruff a heart and take three diamonds
ending in dummy. Then you play a club,
hoping that West wins. Alas, East plays
the jack on the first round. If you let him
win the trick, he plays another club; you
have to finesse — and it loses.

Instead of ruffing the third heart, go
for a loser-on-loser play. Having taken
out the trumps and the top diamonds,
cash the king of hearts and lead the nine:

& K8
v9
4 Void
S 542
& Void
vJs8 IH!H
49

®& K76

& Void
v73

4+ Void
% J1098
¢ J105

¥ Void

¢ Void

& AQ3

When East follows with a small heart,
throw your low club. West has to win the
trick and is endplayed. If he leads any
red card, you ruff in dummy and discard
the queen of clubs; if he leads a club,
both your ace and queen make.

Conclusion

Loser on loser plays can be tricky but the
idea is simple. With a sure loser, consider
throwing it on another loser if you think
you might gain an advantage. |



M Bridge

AT LATIMER
HOUSE 2008

19-21 Sep (£199)
Sacrificing
Alex Davoud

21-23 Nov (£209)
Suit Establishment
New Topic
Bernard Magee

No Single
Supplement

Manor house rooms:
£50 supplement per room.

PROGRAMME

This

duplicate weekends and

1500

1745

1830

2015

SATURDAY

0800

1000

1230

1400

1815

2015

0800

1000

1230

1400

is the format for all

rarely varies.

FRIDAY

Mr Bridge
Welcome Desk open
Afternoon Tea

to 1830
Welcome drinks
reception

to 2000
DINNER

BRIDGE
SESSION 1
DUPLICATE PAIRS

to 0930
BREAKFAST

to 1230

SEMINAR &
SUPERVISED PLAY
of SET HANDS 1
(tea & coffee at 1100)

to 1330
COLD BUFFET
LUNCH

to 1645
BRIDGE
SESSION 2
TEAMS of FOUR

to 2000
DINNER

BRIDGE
SESSION 3
DUPLICATE PAIRS

SUNDAY

to 0930
BREAKFAST

to 1230

SEMINAR &
SUPERVISED PLAY
of SET HANDS 2
(tea & coffee at 1100)

to 1400
CARVERY LUNCH

to 1645

BRIDGE
SESSION 4
DUPLICATE PAIRS

Mt Bridge

AT LATIMER HOUSE
Latimer Road, Chesham, Bucks, HP5 1UG

4 Full-board
Friday to Sunday

¢ All rooms with
en-suite facilities

4 Venue non-smoking

4 Bidding quiz and

two seminars

4 No single supplements
4 Use of indoor
swimming pool

4 Please note: there is no lift. The bridge room is
accessed via stairs.

BOOKING FORM ———————

MI/MIS/MISS .ooivviiee e e et ee s

AAAIESS ...

......................................... Postcode ....covvvviveiiiiiiiieeinen.

B e
Please book me for ........... places,

Single ...... Double ...... Twin ......
at the Latimer House weekend of .........cccovvviviiiinininninn,

Special requirements (these cannot be guaranteed,
but we will do our best to oblige)

Please send a non-returnable deposit of £50 per person per place
by cheque, payable to Mr Bridge. An invoice will be sent with
your booking confirmation. On receipt of your final payment,
28 days before the event, a programme and full details will be
sent together with a map. Cancellations are not refundable.
Should you require insurance, you should contact your own
insurance broker.

(CVV is the last 3 numbers on the signature strip)

Mr Bridge, Ryden Grange, Knaphill, Surrey GU21 2TH
@ 01483 489961 Fax 01483 797302
e-mail: leanora@mrbridge.co.uk
website: www.holidaybridge.com
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Mt Bridge

AT STAVERTON PARK
Staverton, Daventry, Northants, NN11 6]T

4 Full-board
Friday to Sunday

¢ All rooms with

en-suite facilities
4 No single supplements 4 Venue non-smoking

4 Bidding quiz and
two seminars

4 Use of swimming
pool and fitness suite

MI/MEIS/MISS .cuviiiiiieiieiteeeeete ettt
AAIESS....veeeeieeie ettt
......................................... Postcode ......coccocveniriininiines
BB ot bbbttt
Please book me for ........... places,

Single ........... Double ........... Twin ...........

at the Staverton Park weekend of ..........coeovvvviiiiiiiinnnnnnn.

Special requirements (these cannot be guaranteed,
but we will do our best to oblige)

Please send a non-returnable deposit of £50 per person per place
by cheque, payable to Mr Bridge. An invoice will be sent with
your booking confirmation. On receipt of your final payment,
28 days before the event, a programme and full details will be
sent together with a map. Cancellations are not refundable.
Should you require insurance, you should contact your own
insurance broker.

(CVV is the last 3 numbers on the signature strip)

My Bridge , Ryden Grange, Knaphill, Surrey GU21 2TH
& 01483 489961 Fax 01483 797302
e-mail: leanora@mrbridge.co.uk
website: www.holidaybridge.com

Mr Bridge WEEKENDS

AT STAVERTON PARK
Staverton, Daventry, Northants, NN11 6JT

2008

22-25 August (£249) 10-12 October

Bank Holiday (3 nights) £199
Develop at Leads and
Duplicate Pairs Defence
Chris Barrable Sandy Bell

Improvers’ Weekend

29-31 August (£199)

Losing Trick Count 31 October
Alison Nicolson to 2 November
£199
12-14 September Hand
£199 Evaluation
Doubles Ned Paul
Crombie McNeil
14-16 November
26-28 September £209%*
£209* Endplay

and Avoidance

Game Tries %

Bernard Magee Bernard Magee

All weekends are duplicate bridge. * denotes a large weekend with a relaxed
section which plays at a slightly slower pace. Improvers’ Weekends are aimed
at the novice player and/or those picking up the game after a long break.

DETAILS & BOOKINGS

@ 01483 489961
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