How Plants Work:
iplication
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Plant Name:
Plant Group:




Gently examine the various ferns for sori (brown dots on the underside of the fern
leaves). Compare how they look on different kinds of ferns. Draw an example of a
fern with sori in the space below:

Sori: Small, circular, ru_st colored
patches on the underside of fern
leaves that release spores for
reproduction.

Plant Name:

Think Tank!
What is the role of sori in the reproductive strategy in ferns?

See if you can find moss in the sporophyte stage (sporophytes are ¥ to %2 inch tall
(as in the image of moss with sporophytes below).
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Plant Name:




Think Tank!
Talk to your group. Are plants always in flower?

What does a plant look like before and after flowering?

Where does the flower fit into the reproductive cycle of the plant?

Dig Deeper...
Explore the Plant Family Tree that was provided to you. With your group, observe
where plants with different reproductive strategies are located on the tree.

Think Tank!
How might your new knowledge about plant multiplication help you figure
out why one plant group family is larger than another?

What Did You Learn?
Consider the following statement: Plants, like animals, must reproduce and create
offspring to ensure species survival. However, unlike animals, plants cannot travel
around to find mates.

Question for Thought:
What is the difference between a fruit and a vegetable?



