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§ 61.23 Medical certificates: Require-
ment and duration. 

(a) Operations requiring a medical cer-

tificate. Except as provided in para-

graphs (b) and (c) of this section, a per-

son— 

(1) Must hold a first-class medical 

certificate when exercising the privi-

leges of an airline transport pilot cer-

tificate; 

(2) Must hold at least a second-class 

medical certificate when exercising the 

privileges of a commercial pilot certifi-

cate; or 

(3) Must hold at least a third-class 

medical certificate— 

(i) When exercising the privileges of a 

private pilot certificate; 

(ii) When exercising the privileges of 

a recreational pilot certificate; 

(iii) When exercising the privileges of 

a student pilot certificate; 

(iv) When exercising the privileges of 

a flight instructor certificate, except 

for a flight instructor certificate with 

a glider category rating or sport pilot 

rating, if the person is acting as pilot 

in command or is serving as a required 

flight crewmember; or 

(v) Except for a glider category rat-

ing or a balloon class rating, prior to 

taking a practical test that is per-

formed in an aircraft for a certificate 

or rating at the recreational, private, 

commercial, or airline transport pilot 

certificate level. 

(b) Operations not requiring a medical 

certificate. A person is not required to 

hold a valid medical certificate— 

(1) When exercising the privileges of 

a student pilot certificate while seek-

ing— 

(i) A sport pilot certificate with glid-

er or balloon privileges; or 

(ii) A pilot certificate with a glider 

category rating or balloon class rating; 

(2) When exercising the privileges of 

a sport pilot certificate with privileges 

in a glider or balloon; 

(3) When exercising the privileges of 

a pilot certificate with a glider cat-

egory or balloon class rating; 

(4) When exercising the privileges of 

a flight instructor certificate with— 

(i) A sport pilot rating in a glider or 

balloon; or 

(ii) A glider category rating; 

(5) When exercising the privileges of 

a flight instructor certificate if the 

person is not acting as pilot in com-

mand or serving as a required pilot 

flight crewmember; 

(6) When exercising the privileges of 

a ground instructor certificate; 

(7) When serving as an examiner or 

check airman during the administra-

tion of a test or check for a certificate, 

rating, or authorization conducted in a 

flight simulator or flight training de-

vice; or 

(8) When taking a test or check for a 

certificate, rating, or authorization 

conducted in a flight simulator or 

flight training device. 

(c) Operations requiring either a med-

ical certificate or U.S. driver’s license. (1) 

A person must hold and possess either 

a valid medical certificate issued under 

part 67 of this chapter or a current and 

valid U.S. driver’s license when exer-

cising the privileges of— 

(i) A student pilot certificate while 

seeking sport pilot privileges in a 

light-sport aircraft other than a glider 

or balloon; 

(ii) A sport pilot certificate in a 

light-sport aircraft other than a glider 

or balloon; or 

(iii) A flight instructor certificate 

with a sport pilot rating while acting 

as pilot in command or serving as a re-

quired flight crewmember of a light- 

sport aircraft other than a glider or 

balloon. 

(2) A person using a current and valid 

U.S. driver’s license to meet the re-

quirements of this paragraph must— 

(i) Comply with each restriction and 

limitation imposed by that person’s 

U.S. driver’s license and any judicial or 

administrative order applying to the 

operation of a motor vehicle; 

(ii) Have been found eligible for the 

issuance of at least a third-class air-

man medical certificate at the time of 

his or her most recent application (if 

the person has applied for a medical 

certificate); 

(iii) Not have had his or her most re-

cently issued medical certificate (if the 

person has held a medical certificate) 

suspended or revoked or most recent 

Authorization for a Special Issuance of 

a Medical Certificate withdrawn; and 

(iv) Not know or have reason to know 

of any medical condition that would 

make that person unable to operate a 

light-sport aircraft in a safe manner. 
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(d) Duration of a medical certificate. 

Use the following table to determine 

duration for each class of medical cer-

tificate: 

If you hold 

And on the 
date of 
examination 
for your most 
recent med-
ical certificate 
you were 

And you are conducting an operation 
requiring 

Then your medical certificate expires, for that 
operation, at the end of the last day of the 

(1) A first-class 
medical cer-
tificate.

(i) Under age 
40.

an airline transport pilot certificate .................. 12th month after the month of the date of ex-
amination shown on the medical certificate. 

(ii) Age 40 or 
older.

an airline transport pilot certificate .................. 6th month after the month of the date of ex-
amination shown on the medical certificate. 

(iii) Any age .. a commercial pilot certificate or an air traffic 
control tower operator certificate.

12th month after the month of the date of ex-
amination shown on the medical certificate. 

(iv) Under 
age 40.

a recreational pilot certificate, a private pilot 
certificate, a flight instructor certificate 
(when acting as pilot in command or a re-
quired pilot flight crewmember in operations 
other than glider or balloon), a student pilot 
certificate, or a sport pilot certificate (when 
not using a U.S. driver’s license as medical 
qualification).

60th month after the month of the date of ex-
amination shown on the medical certificate. 

(v) Age 40 or 
older.

a recreational pilot certificate, a private pilot 
certificate, a flight instructor certificate 
(when acting as pilot in command or a re-
quired pilot flight crewmember in operations 
other than glider or balloon), a student pilot 
certificate, or a sport pilot certificate (when 
not using a U.S. driver’s license as medical 
qualification).

24th month after the month of the date of ex-
amination shown on the medical certificate. 

(2) A second- 
class med-
ical certifi-
cate.

(i) Any age ... a commercial pilot certificate or an air traffic 
control tower operator certificate.

12th month after the month of the date of ex-
amination shown on the medical certificate. 

(ii) Under age 
40.

a recreational pilot certificate, a private pilot 
certificate, a flight instructor certificate 
(when acting as pilot in command or a re-
quired pilot flight crewmember in operations 
other than glider or balloon), a student pilot 
certificate, or a sport pilot certificate (when 
not using a U.S. driver’s license as medical 
qualification).

60th month after the month of the date of ex-
amination shown on the medical certificate. 

(iii) Age 40 or 
older.

a recreational pilot certificate, a private pilot 
certificate, a flight instructor certificate 
(when acting as pilot in command or a re-
quired pilot flight crewmember in operations 
other than glider or balloon), a student pilot 
certificate, or a sport pilot certificate (when 
not using a U.S. driver’s license as medical 
qualification).

24th month after the month of the date of ex-
amination shown on the medical certificate. 

(3) A third- 
class med-
ical certifi-
cate.

(i) Under age 
40.

a recreational pilot certificate, a private pilot 
certificate, a flight instructor certificate 
(when acting as pilot in command or a re-
quired pilot flight crewmember in operations 
other than glider or balloon), a student pilot 
certificate, or a sport pilot certificate (when 
not using a U.S. driver’s license as medical 
qualification).

60th month after the month of the date of ex-
amination shown on the medical certificate. 

(ii) Age 40 or 
older.

a recreational pilot certificate, a private pilot 
certificate, a flight instructor certificate 
(when acting as pilot in command or a re-
quired pilot flight crewmember in operations 
other than glider or balloon), a student pilot 
certificate, or a sport pilot certificate (when 
not using a U.S. driver’s license as medical 
qualification).

24th month after the month of the date of ex-
amination shown on the medical certificate. 
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[Doc. No. 25910, 62 FR 16298, Apr. 4, 1997; 

Amdt. 61–103, 62 FR 40895, July 30, 1997; 

Amdt. 61–110, 69 FR 44864, July 27, 2004, as 

amended by Amdt. 61–121, 73 FR 43064, July 

24, 2008; Amdt. 61–121, 73 FR 48125, Aug. 18, 

2008] 

§ 61.25 Change of name. 

(a) An application to change the 

name on a certificate issued under this 

part must be accompanied by the appli-

cant’s: 

(1) Current airman certificate; and 

(2) A copy of the marriage license, 

court order, or other document 

verifying the name change. 

(b) The documents in paragraph (a) of 

this section will be returned to the ap-

plicant after inspection. 

§ 61.27 Voluntary surrender or ex-
change of certificate. 

(a) The holder of a certificate issued 

under this part may voluntarily sur-

render it for: 

(1) Cancellation; 

(2) Issuance of a lower grade certifi-

cate; or 

(3) Another certificate with specific 

ratings deleted. 

(b) Any request made under para-

graph (a) of this section must include 

the following signed statement or its 

equivalent: ‘‘This request is made for 

my own reasons, with full knowledge 

that my (insert name of certificate or 

rating, as appropriate) may not be re-

issued to me unless I again pass the 

tests prescribed for its issuance.’’ 

§ 61.29 Replacement of a lost or de-
stroyed airman or medical certifi-
cate or knowledge test report. 

(a) A request for the replacement of a 

lost or destroyed airman certificate 

issued under this part must be made by 

letter to the Department of Transpor-

tation, FAA, Airman Certification 

Branch, P.O. Box 25082, Oklahoma City, 

OK 73125, and must be accompanied by 

a check or money order for the appro-

priate fee payable to the FAA. 

(b) A request for the replacement of a 

lost or destroyed medical certificate 

must be made by letter to the Depart-

ment of Transportation, FAA, Aero-

space Medical Certification Division, 

P.O. Box 26200, Oklahoma City, OK 

73125, and must be accompanied by a 

check or money order for the appro-

priate fee payable to the FAA. 

(c) A request for the replacement of a 

lost or destroyed knowledge test report 

must be made by letter to the Depart-

ment of Transportation, FAA, Airman 

Certification Branch, P.O. Box 25082, 

Oklahoma City, OK 73125, and must be 

accompanied by a check or money 

order for the appropriate fee payable to 

the FAA. 

(d) The letter requesting replacement 

of a lost or destroyed airman certifi-

cate, medical certificate, or knowledge 

test report must state: 

(1) The name of the person; 

(2) The permanent mailing address 

(including ZIP code), or if the perma-

nent mailing address includes a post of-

fice box number, then the person’s cur-

rent residential address; 

(3) The social security number; 

(4) The date and place of birth of the 

certificate holder; and 

(5) Any available information regard-

ing the— 

(i) Grade, number, and date of 

issuance of the certificate, and the rat-

ings, if applicable; 

(ii) Date of the medical examination, 

if applicable; and 

(iii) Date the knowledge test was 

taken, if applicable. 

(e) A person who has lost an airman 

certificate, medical certificate, or 

knowledge test report may obtain a 

facsimile from the FAA Aeromedical 

Certification Branch or the Airman 

Certification Branch, as appropriate, 

confirming that it was issued and the: 

(1) Facsimile may be carried as an 

airman certificate, medical certificate, 

or knowledge test report, as appro-

priate, for up to 60 days pending the 

person’s receipt of a duplicate under 

paragraph (a), (b), or (c) of this section, 

unless the person has been notified 

that the certificate has been suspended 

or revoked. 

(2) Request for such a facsimile must 

include the date on which a duplicate 

certificate or knowledge test report 

was previously requested. 

[Doc. No. 25910, 62 FR 16298, Apr. 4, 1997; 

Amdt. 61–103, 62 FR 40896, July 30, 1997; 

Amdt. 61–121, 73 FR 43065, July 24, 2008] 
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