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Department of 
Environmental P ro tec t ion  

DIRECTIVE FORM 

SUBTECT: DEER KILLS & THE USE OF DEER KILL INCIDENT REPORT FORM EPW-8 

The Deer K i l l  Inc ident  Report (DKIR) s h a l l  be used by l a w  enforcement 
o f f i c e r s  and o the r  department personnel i n  r epor t ing  any deer  k i l l  which they 
may encounter except those k i l l e d  under permits  i ssued by t h i s  department. A 
deer  possessed a s  a r e s u l t  of any l e g a l  hunting a c t i v i t y  r equ i re s  a a o r  
metal  locking seal, i ssued by t h e  state. The form is designed t o  he lp  p ro tec t  
t h e  o f f i c e r  and w i l l  be valuable t o  deer  management. 

Procedural  Information 

I n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  preparing the  r e p o r t  a r e  p r in ted  i n s i d e  t h e  f r o n t  cover 
of t h e  form book. 

A. Under t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of Sect ion 26-86 of t h e  Connecticut General 
S t a t u t e s ,  any deer  k i l l e d  by a motor veh ic l e  s, a f t e r  
in spec t ion  by t h e  l o c a l  po l i ce  a u t h o r i t y ,  s t a t e  po l i ce ,  o r  
conservat ion o f f i c e r ,  become t h e  proper ty  of t h e  owner of such 
motor vehicle .  

It is t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  f i e l d  headquarters  i n  t h e i r  
r e spec t ive  d i s t r i c t s ,  and t h e  conservat ion o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e i r  
p a t r o l  zones t o  inform t h e  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  and s t a t e  po l i ce  
t roops  of Sect ion  26-86 of t h e  Connecticut General S t a t u t e s  
regarding t h e  r e l e a s e  of deer  t o  t h e  owners of veh ic l e s  involved 
i n  c o l l i s i o n s  with deer.  They s h a l l  a l s o  expla in  t h e  use  of t h e  
DKIRs  and how they can ob ta in  s u p p l i e s  of them from t h e  DEP 
f i e l d  o f f i c e s .  

Owner a s  used i n  this s t a t u t e  cannot be i n t e r p r e t e d  t o  mean 
agent  o r  d r ive r .  Further ,  a corpora t ion  cannot be considered an 
owner; t h u s ,  deer k i l l e d  by motor veh ic l e s  which are owned by 
corpora t ions  cannot be r e l eased  and shall be claimed by t h e  
s t a t e .  

(MORE) 
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B. Owners of vehicles wishing t o  claim the  vehicle-killed deer must 
do so a t  the  scene of the  incident.  The owner w i l l  be required 
t o  s ign and r e t a in  a copy of the  DKIR a s  proof of l ega l  
possession. Once claimed, the  owner may dispose of the  deer i n  
any manner except sale. Under no circumstances s h a l l  any 
o f f i ce r  of t h i s  department accept or  r e t a in  f o r  h i s  personal use 
a deer which has been k i l l e d  by a motor vehicle,  

C. The invest igat ing o f f i ce r  w i l l  be required t o  obtain t he  
r eg i s t r a t i on  number, d r iver ' s  l i cense  number, and signature of 
t h e  owner of the  vehicle and record this information on the  DKIR 
before the  deer is released. The goldenrod copy of the  report  
w i l l  be used a s  a receipt  and as proof of l ega l  possession. It 
must accompany the  carcass u n t i l  packaged f o r  consumption. 

D. In cases where the  owner does not wish t o  claim the  deer, 
complete the  "Registration1' and "Driver's License" number 
blocks. The owner's signature is  not required. A l l  such deer 
w i l l  become the  property of the  s t a t e ,  and i f  edible,  taken t o  
t he  f reezer  locker i n  Burlington, Marlborough, or other approved 
f a c i l i t y .  

E. I f  t he  carcass is not at the  scene, a properly completed report  
w i l l  be forwarded i f  no t i f i ca t ion  or  evidence subs tan t ia tes  a 
k i l l .  

F. Lot numbers are to be used by o f f i ce r s  f o r  storage and/or case  
repor t s  on t he  proper forms. The venison s torage record is a l s o  
required. 

G. Unusual deaths occasionally occur on pr iva te  property. (This 
does not include deer deaths resu l t ing  from gunshot). I f  such 
deer is requested by the  owner of t he  property, it may be turned 
over t o  him by a conservation o f f i ce r  or  w i ld l i f e  biologis t  f o r  

-a  f e e  of $1.00; however, t h i s  procedure is  not t o  be encouraged. 
The "Remarks" portion of t he  DKIR w i l l  include t he  landowner's 
address and the  f a c t  t h a t  $1 .OO was received from him. The 
landowner must s ign the  report  and r e t a in  the  goldenrod copy 
u n t i l  the  carcass is cut  up fo r  consumption. No deer which is 
h i t  by a motor vehicle may become the  property of any landowner 
even i f  the  deer should wander on his property and die. 

H. The DKIR is an o f f i c i a l  s t a t e  form and becomes an o f f i c i a l  s t a t e  
record upon completion. The minimum acceptable "specific 
location" entry  s h a l l  be the  appropriate designated D.M.A. 

"Grid" number fo r  t h a t  geographic location.  The form is not 
val id  without t he  signature of t he  person invest igat ing and da te  
of report .  

I. The DEP d i s t r i c t  o f f i c e  w i l l  maintain t he  white copy for the  
f i l e  and forward t he  canary t o  the  Wildl i fe  Bureau i n  Hartford. 

(MORE) 
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I n  the  event t h a t  the  s t a t e  pol ice  and a conservation o f f i c e r  
appear simultaneously a t  the  same incident ,  t h e  conservation 
o f f i c e r  must write "Duplicate" ac ross  t h e  f a c e  of t h e  form i f  it 
is determined he needs a report t o  jufftify t h e  o f f  hours spent  
inves t iga t ing  t h e  inc ident .  S t a t e  po l i ce  procedures require  
tha t  they - m u s t  f i le  a DKIR. 

J. h s e r v a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  should not respond t o  a call  f o r  a 
deer lvehic le  accident  when t h e r e  is another p o l i c e  au thor i ty  at  
t h e  scene who tu rns  t h e  deer over t o  t h e  owner of  t h e  motor 
veh ic le  involved i n  the  accident  as provided f o r  i n  Section 
26-86. 

&. A l l  white copies of t h e  r e p o r t  received i n  the  d i s t r i c t  from any 
source w i l l  be reviewed t o  prevent dup l i ca tes  and to  assure  
wmpliance w i t h  this di rec t ive .  


