
©  Jam es M. Kane, Cham berlain, Hrdlicka, White, William s & Mart in 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Proof of I nsurance? 
    ( that  is, auto liabilit y insurance)  

 

 

 

January 2010 from  Jam es M. Kane, At torney 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

NOTE:   This newslet ter is dist r ibuted only by e-m ail.  I t  also is not  legal or tax advice and readers m ay not  rely 

on this sum m ary as a recomm endat ion or as advice for their  part icular situat ion.  You are w elcom e to print  

or  e- m ail this new slet ter  for  other readers. 

  

 

As yo u se e , this is no t a  ta x o r trust & e sta te  

ne wsle tte r to p ic .  

 

But it to uc he s o n my c o nsta nt ha rp ing  

a b o ut no t wa sting  time  d ue  to  a b se nt o r 

p o o r le g a l o r ta x p la nning . Afte r-the -fa c t 

e ffo rts to  c o rre c t p ro b le ms o r b a ttle  issue s 

(p a rtic ula rly p re ve nta b le  issue s) a re  muc h 

mo re  c o stly a nd  e xp e nsive  tha n 

p re ve ntive  p la nning .   

 

The  p o int o f this ne wsle tte r is tha t yo u 

sho uld  c a rry the  p ro o f o f insura nc e  c a rd  

with yo u, a ltho ug h G e o rg ia  la w d o e s no t 

re q uire  fo r mo st o f us tha t we  c a rry the  

p ro o f o f insura nc e . 

 

Altho ug h the  c ita tio n e nd e d  up  b e ing  

d ismisse d , I lo st a b o ut thre e  ho urs o f 

va lua b le  a fte rno o n time  re c e ntly ha ving  to  

a d d re ss in c o urt a  c ita tio n fo r no  p ro o f o f 

a uto mo b ile  insura nc e . The  c ita tio n wa s 

und e r O .C .G .A. Se c tio n 40-6-10.   

 

Did  I ha ve  insura nc e ?   Ye s.   Did  I ha ve  the  

little  c a rd  sho wing  c urre nt p ro o f o f 

insura nc e ?   No .  Wa s I re q uire d  und e r 

G e o rg ia  la w to  ke e p  in ha nd  my c urre nt 

p ro o f o f my insura nc e  c a rd ?   No .  Did  the  

p o lic e  o ffic e r a p p ly the  la w c o rre c tly fo r 

the  c ita tio n?    No . 

 

This is a n e xa mp le  whe re  the  wa ste d  time  

in a rg uing  the  c o rre c t la w o n a  p ro o f o f 

insura nc e  c a rd  is, fra nkly, no t wo rth it, e ve n 

tho ug h yo u wo uld  b e  o n the  winning  sid e  

o f the  le g a l a rg ume nt. 

Furthe rmo re , a  c ita tio n fo r no  p ro o f o f 

insura nc e  d o e s no t a llo w yo u me re ly to  

c a ll the  numb e r o n the  b a c k o f the  

c ita tio n a nd  ma il in yo ur fine . 

 

This c ita tio n re q uire s tha t yo u a p p e a r in 

c o urt. The re  is no  a lte rna tive  o the r tha n 

fa c ing  a  b e nc h wa rra nt fo r yo ur a rre st if 

yo u fa il to  a p p e a r. 

 

Altho ug h the  la w in this insta nc e  p ro vid e s 

no  p ra c tic a l so la c e , he re  is the  c urre nt 

G e o rg ia  la w o n the  re q uire me nt fo r p ro o f 

o f insura nc e  if yo u e ve r fa c e  this situa tio n 

a nd  ne e d  to  a rg ue  fo r a  d ismissa l o f yo ur 

c ita tio n, in c o urt. 

 

But, b e fo re  yo u re a d  the  la w, ta ke  a  lo o k 

a t yo ur p ro o f o f insura nc e  c a rd  fo r the  

sma ll p rint a t the  b o tto m a nd  se e  if it 

re a d s: 

 

The  c urre nt sta tus o f a c tua l mo to r 

ve hic le  lia b ility insura nc e  c o ve ra g e  is 

ma inta ine d  b y the  G A DMVS a nd  is 

a c c e ssib le  to  la w e nfo rc e me nt 

a g e nc ie s up o n a  c he c k o f the  

ve hic le  re g istra tio n. 

 

Also  ta ke  a  lo o k a t yo ur G e o rg ia  ta g  

re g istra tio n re c e ip t a t the  “ Insura nc e  

Sta tus”  line .  In mo st c a se s, it sta te s “ va lid  

insura nc e  c o ve ra g e ”  me a ning  tha t yo ur 

a uto mo b ile  insura nc e  info rma tio n is 

re p o rte d  b y yo ur insura nc e  c a rrie r to  the  

d a ta b a se  o f the  G e o rg ia  De p a rtme nt o f 

Mo to r Ve hic le s.   
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Mo re  sp e c ific a lly this insura nc e  d a ta b a se  is 

with G EICS, whic h me a ns the  G e o rg ia  

Ele c tro nic  Insura nc e  Co mp lia nc e  Syste m. 

 

Re la te d  to  the  a b o ve  d a ta b a se  

info rma tio n, the  G e o rg ia  De p a rtme nt o f 

Drive r Se rvic e s und e r Rule s a nd  

Re g ula tio ns Se c tio n 375-8-1-.03, c a p tio ne d  

“ Offic e r’ s Che c k o f Insura nc e :  Fo rms a nd  

Pro c e d ure s”  sta te s, in p a rt:   

 

On a nd  a fte r Fe b rua ry 1, 2003, the  

o p e ra to r o f a  ve hic le  fo r whic h the  

G EICS ha s a  va lid  insura nc e  c o ve ra g e  

ind ic a to r sha ll no t b e  re q uire d  to  

p re se nt furthe r p ro o f o f minimum 

lia b ility insura nc e  c o ve ra g e . 

 

G e o rg ia  la w und e r the  sta tuto ry p ro visio ns 

o f O .C .G .A. Se c tio n 40-6-10(a )(3) sta te s: 

 

On a nd  a fte r July 1, 2005, the  

re q uire me nt und e r this Co d e  

se c tio n tha t p ro o f o r e vid e nc e  o f 

minimum lia b ility insura nc e  b e  

ma inta ine d  in a  mo to r ve hic le  a t 

a ll time s d uring  the  o p e ra tio n o f 

the  ve hic le  sha ll not a pply to  the  

owne r or ope ra tor o f a ny ve hic le  

fo r whic h the  re c o rd s o r d a ta  

b a se  o f the  De p a rtme nt o f 

Re ve nue  ind ic a te s tha t re q uire d  

minimum insura nc e  c o ve ra g e  is 

c urre ntly e ffe c tive .    

 

(e mp ha sis a d d e d .) 

 

Fina lly, the  G e o rg ia  Co urt o f Ap p e a ls in a  

re c e nt 2007 o p inio n in Lo p e z, v. Sta te , 286 

G a . Ap p . 873 (2007), d e a ling  with a  

ha nd ful o f c rimina l c ha rg e s, sta te d  in 

re fe re nc e  to  the  a b o ve  Se c tio n 40-6-

10(a )(3) tha t this sta tute  no  lo ng e r re q uire s 

the  o wne r o r o p e ra to r o f the  mo to r ve hic le  

to  ma inta in p ro o f o f insura nc e .  The  Co urt 

o f Ap p e a ls o p inio n re a d s, in p a rt: 

 

Mo re o ve r, c o ntra ry to  the  te stimo ny o f 

[the  a rre sting  p o lic e  o ffic e r], a t the  

time  o f the  tra ffic  sto p  OCG A § 40-6-10 

d id  no t re q uire  the  o wne r o r o p e ra to r 

o f a  mo to r ve hic le  to  ma inta in p ro o f o r 

e vid e nc e  o f minimum lia b ility 

insura nc e  in the  mo to r ve hic le .   

 

Id. a t 875 (fo o tno te  3 re fe re nc e  to  

Se c tio n 40-6-10(a )(3)). 

 

Two  a d d itio na l fina l tho ug hts. Ma yb e  yo u 

sho uld  ke e p  the se  G e o rg ia  la w re fe re nc e s 

in yo ur g lo ve  b o x, in a d d itio n to  yo ur p ro o f 

o f insura nc e  c a rd . And , a sid e  fro m 

G e o rg ia  la w, it is p ra c tic a l to  ke e p  the  

c a rd  o n ha nd  whe n d riving  a  ve hic le  in 

sta te s o the r tha n G e o rg ia . 
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