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STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON   
Act ion I tem   

Septem ber 20, 2011 

SUBJECT: Approval of Am endm ent  to Rule 6A-6.0785, Charter School Applicant  Training 
Standards 

PROPOSED BOARD ACTI ON 

For Approval 

AUTHORI TY FOR STATE BOARD ACTI ON 

1002.33(27) , Flor ida Statutes 

EXECUTI VE SUMMARY 

This rule is amended to require new applicant  t raining after approval of an applicat ion, as 
well as to amend the topics required to be covered in the applicant  t raining. 

Support ing Docum entat ion I ncluded:  Proposed Rule 6A-6.0785, Charter School 
Applicant  Training Standards and Form  I EPC-TS, Charter School Applicant  Training 
Standards Cert ificat ion Form  

Facilitator/ Presenter:  Mike Kooi, Execut ive Director, Office of I ndependent  Educat ion 
and Parental Choice 
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6A-6.0785 Charter School Applicant  Training Standards. Training will be provided to charter 

school applicants in accordance with Sect ion 1002.33(6) ( fg) , F.S. 

(1) (a)  Standards for charter school applicant  t raining are specified in the Form  I EPC-

TS, Charter School Applicant  Training Standards Cert ificat ion Form  2009, hereinafter, 

Training Standards Cert ificat ion Form  I EPC-TS,  ( ht tp: / / www.flrules.org/ Gateway/ reference.asp?No= Ref-00560)  

which is hereby incorporated by reference to becom e a part  of this rule to become 

effect ive May 3, 2010 , 2011. 

(b)  The Training Standards Cert ificat ion Form  I EPC-TS establishes the standards for 

charter school applicant  t raining. The standards were developed by the Departm ent  

pursuant  to Sect ion 1002.33(6) ( fg) , F.S., and address the following topics:  charter school 

laws and rules, the applicat ion process, charter school sponsor dut ies and services, 

developing and adjust ing business plans, account ing for project ing enrollm ent , est im at ing 

costs and incom e, accurate financial planning and good business pract ices, requirem ents 

of Financial and Program Cost  Account ing and Report ing for Florida Schools as 

incorporated by reference in Rule 6A-1.001, F.A.C., charter school audit  requirem ents, and 

ident ifying and applying for the types and amounts of state and federal financial assistance 

a charter school may be eligible to receive. 

(c)  Copies of the Training Standards Cert ificat ion Form  IEPC-TS may be obtained from  

the Office of I ndependent  Educat ion and Parental Choice, Departm ent  of Educat ion, 325 

West  Gaines St reet , Tallahassee, Flor ida 32399, or on the School Choice web site at  

www.flor idaschoolchoice.org. 

(2)  A sponsor intending to require charter school applicants to part icipate in t raining 

provided by the sponsor in lieu of the Department ’s t raining pursuant  to Sect ion 

1002.33(6) (g)2., F.S., m ust  annually cert ify that  the sponsor’s t raining standards m eet  or 

exceed the standards developed by the Departm ent  through the following process:  

(a)  The sponsor shall com plete, sign, and subm it  a Training Standards Cert ificat ion 

Form  I EPC-TS prior to offer ing t raining to approved charter school applicants no later than 
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January 31 May 1 of each year. The form  shall be subm it ted to the Office of I ndependent  

Educat ion and Parental Choice, Flor ida Departm ent  of Educat ion, 325 West  Gaines St reet , 

Tallahassee, Flor ida 32399. 

(b)  Upon receipt  of the Training Standards Cert ificat ion Form  I EPC-TS, the Departm ent  

will,  within ten (10)  business days, not ify the sponsor if the form  is com plete and 

sat isfactor ily dem onst rates that  the sponsor’s standards meet  or exceed the standards 

developed by the Department . I f the form  is not  complete, or if addit ional informat ion is 

required, the Department  will not ify the sponsor in writ ing. 

(c)  Upon receipt  of not ificat ion that  the Training Standards Cert if icat ion Form  IEPC-TS 

has been accepted by the Department  the sponsor shall:  

1. Send writ ten or elect ronic not ificat ion about  the t raining requirem ent  to all approved 

the prospect ive charter school applicants for the most  recent  applicat ion cycle known to 

the sponsor;  and 

2. Post  a not ice about  the required t raining in a prom inent  place on the sponsor’s 

internet  web site.;  and 

3. Verbally inform  each charter school applicant  of the t raining requirem ent  at  the t im e 

intent  to subm it  an applicat ion is made known to the sponsor. 

(3)  A sponsor that  does not  intend to require charter school applicants to part icipate in 

t raining provided by the sponsor in lieu of the Departm ent ’s t raining shall provide 

not ificat ion of the applicant  t raining requirem ent  established by Sect ion 1002.33(6) ( fg)2., 

F.S., by sending writ ten or elect ronic not ificat ion to all approved the prospect ive charter 

school applicants for the m ost  recent  applicat ion cycle known to the sponsor. The 

not ificat ion shall include the Departm ent ’s charter school web site. 

(4)  Applicant  t raining must  be offered annually by July 31 and scheduled in a m anner 

that  provides all approved applicants a reasonable opportunity to part icipate at  least  30 

days prior to the first  day of classes at  the charter school. 

(5)  Upon complet ion of the t raining, the provider shall present  a cert ificate of 
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part icipat ion to the applicant  and maintain a record of the t raining date and the nam e and 

t it le of each at tendee, including whether or not  the at tendee was a high-perform ing 

charter school or high-perform ing charter school system  applicant . 

(6)  The sponsor m ay not  require charter school applicants to at tend sponsor t raining in 

lieu of the Departm ent ’s t raining prior to the effect ive date of the this rule as amended. 

Rulem aking Authority 1002.33(27)(26)  FS. Law I m plem ented 1002.33(6) (g)  FS. History– 

New 5-3-10, Am ended 
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 Charter School Applicant 
Training Standards Certification Form
Form IEPC-TS 

Instructions:  Sponsor must complete, sign, and submit this form prior to requiring charter 
school applicants to attend the sponsor’s training. 

The Department of Education has developed the following standards for charter school applicant 

training. 

•  Applicant training shall specifically address: 

� The Florida Statutes and State Board Rules governing charter schools 

� Sponsor, charter school, and governing board responsibilities 

� Sponsor duties and services available to the charter school 

� Developing and adjusting business plans 

� State and federal grant and student performance accountability reporting requirements 

•  Applicant training shall provide instruction in accurate financial planning and good business practice 

that includes: 

� A review of how charter schools are funded 

� Accounting for costs related to classroom instruction, instructional support services, 

governing board support services, school administration, facilities acquisition, fiscal services, 

plant operations, pupil transportation, and food services 

� A description of the government accounting model, internal controls, and separation of duties 

� A summary of charter school audit requirements 

•  Applicant training shall identify the types and amounts of state and federal financial assistance a 

charter school may be eligible to receive which shall include, at a minimum, a summary of the 

following: 

� The allocation of Title 1 and IDEA funding and services  
� Eligibility and requirements for capital outlay funds  
� The Federal Charter Schools Program Grant and eligibility requirements  

� The process for applying for state and federal financial assistance  

I hereby certify that the training standards of ____________________________________ (sponsor) 

meet or exceed the standards developed by the Department of Education listed above.  Furthermore, I 

certify that the sponsor’s training will be administered in accordance with s. 1002.33(6)(f), F.S., and Rule 

6A-6.0785, F.A.C. 

Charter School District Contact Signature  Date 

District Superintendent Signature  Date 
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