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Delaw are Model Unit  

 

This unit  has been created as an exem plary m odel for t eachers in ( re)design of course 
curricula.  An exem plary m odel unit  has undergone a r igorous peer review and jurying 
process to ensure alignm ent  to selected Delaware Content  Standards.  

Unit  Tit le :    Using Maps and Globes 

Designed by:   Krist in Becker   

Dist r ict :    Red Clay Consolidated School Dist r ict  

Content  Area:   Social Studies  

Grade Level:   3  

 ________________________________________________________________________  

Sum m ary of Unit  

Maps are two-dim ensional representat ions of a three-dim ensional earth.  Project ions are 
used to convert  a globe surface into a flat  m ap.  An em bedded concept  is that  in m aking 
this conversion, either shapes of areas or the size of areas will be distorted.  For instance, in 
the fam iliar rectangular Mercator proj ect ion of the world (a cylindrical project ion) , the 
equator and the North and South Pole are the sam e lengths.  Since the pole is a point  on 
the globe, an enorm ous am ount  of distort ion occurs in the higher lat itudes.  While 
Greenland’s shape on the globe is retained, it s size on the m ap is great ly exaggerated.  
And, while a piece of st r ing placed between two points on the globe represents the shortest  
distance, a st raight  line between the sam e points on the Mercator m ap does not .   Students 
can easily prove this for  them selves, and extend the concept  by com paring different  types 
of proj ect ions (Mercator vs. Peters, for exam ple) .  

To “ read”  a m ap, one m ust  t ranslate real object s on the ground into sym bols ( icons)  and 
observe the relat ive placem ent  of these objects in an area seen from  above.  This is a 
developm entally-com plex task that  is best  accom plished by first  using air photographs of 
fam iliar objects such as a school and it s surrounding st reets, buildings, and open spaces.  

For navigat ion using a photo or m ap, users m ust  possess a sense of direct ion based on 
cardinal com pass points and an understanding of scaled distance.  Once again, m oving from  
air photographs to m aps is recom m ended as a way to advance understanding.  Other 
m eans of t eaching m apping include looking down from  high points, building m odels, 
diagram ming play spaces, or m apping the classroom .  

 

Students will have already com pleted Thinking About  Maps and Globes in kindergarten.  
Teachers wishing to review m ental m apping concepts m ay consider adapt ing st rategies or 
using assessm ents as a pre- test .  
 ________________________________________________________________________  
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Stage 1  –  Desired Results 

(What students will know, do, and understand) 

 ________________________________________________________________________  

Delaw are Content  Standards  

 Geography Standard One K- 3 a:  Students will understand the nature and uses of 
m aps, globes, and other geo-graphics. 

Big I deas 

• Pat terns 

• Spat ial thinking 

Unit  Endur ing Understandings 

Students will understand that :   

• The ways m apped pat terns are analyzed and used help solve societal problem s. 

• Maps can be used to distort  or  int roduce bias into the inform at ion they port ray.  

Unit  Essent ial Quest ions 

• How do differences between flat  m aps and globes affect  understanding of places in the 
world? 

• Why are there different  types of m aps?  How can they be “ read”  to discover the nature 
and contents of the real world? 

Know ledge and Skills 

 Students w ill know … 

• Vocabulary – m ap, globe, m ap key, grid system , com pass rose, scale, distort ion. 

• Different  types of m aps serve different  purposes. 

• Analyzing m aps helps us understand the world and solve problem s.  

 Students w ill be able to… 

• Com pare a world m ap and a globe.  

• I dent ify distort ions on a flat  m ap. 

• “Read”  a variety of m aps. 

• Explain reasons for different  types of m aps.  

• Analyze m aps to solve real-world problem s. 
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Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 

(Evidence that  will be collected to determ ine whether or not Desired Results are achieved)  

 ________________________________________________________________________  

Transfer Task  

This sum m at ive assessm ent  is a t ransfer task that  requires students t o use knowledge and 
understandings to perform  a task in a set t ing or context .  

The assessm ent  and scoring guide should be reviewed with students prior t o inst ruct ion.  
Students should work on the task after lessons have been com pleted.  

Students will have two opt ions for com plet ing this t ransfer task.  Opt ion 1 provides m ore 
scaffolding for students that  need assistance. 

Essent ial Quest ions Measured by the Transfer  Task  

• Why are there different  types of m aps? 

• How can they be “ read”  to discover the nature and contents of the real world? 

Transfer Task  

 

Problem  The state of Delaware is building an am usem ent  park.  Your help is 
needed to decide the best  locat ion for  the park.  The criteria are:    

 Easily accessible ( roads) ;  

 By as m any people as possible (populat ion m ap) ;  

 Near a waterway ( for the waterslide) ;  and 

 Cost   

 Cost  of locat ion A is $500,000 

 Cost  of locat ion B is $600,000 

 Cost  of locat ion C is $300,000 

This inform at ion m ust  be shared with students.  Consider post ing this 
inform at ion on the board.  

Role /  

Perspect ive  

Students are the geographers in charge of choosing the best  locat ion 
for  the park.  

Opt ion 1  

• All m aps are provided within this unit . 

Product / Perform ance 

Prepare a proposal.  After  evaluat ing the Maps of Delaware, then you m ust  determ ine the 
best  locat ion in the state of Delaware to build an am usem ent  park and explain your 
reasoning. 

• Step 1:  Record the criteria on your decision-m aking chart . 

• Step 2:  Com plete the decision-m aking chart  while analyzing the m aps.  Possible 
locat ions are m arked on the proposal form . 

• Step 3:  Analyze your chart  and m ake a decision. 

• Step 4:  Com plete the proposal form .  Circle the best  locat ion for the am usem ent  park on 
the m ap of Delaware.  Explain your reasoning using details to support  your answer.  

A docum ent  with the m aps is provided above.  They m ay also be located and printed from :  
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• ht tp: / / geology.com / state-m ap/ delaware.shtm l 

• ht tp: / / com m ons.wikim edia.org/ wiki/ File: Delaware_populat ion_m ap.png 

Opt ion 2 :  Teachers Assist  w ith Locat ing Maps and Geo- Graphics 

Opt ion 2 follows the sam e steps as in Opt ion 1, EXCEPT that  students are given the 
responsibilit y of choosing criteria.  Students should not  be provided with the criteria noted 
above in Opt ion 1. 

This will present  a challenge to the students and 
require a higher- level of cr it ical thinking to solve this 
real-world problem .  Teachers should assist  students 
to find the inform at ion they need.   

For exam ple, students m ay decide that  proxim ity to 
other am usem ent  parks is an im portant  piece of 
criteria, in which case teachers should assist  student  
research via the Internet  to determ ine the locat ion of 
am usem ent  parks in our surrounding area. 

As another exam ple, students m ay decide that  an 
am usem ent  park needs to be built  on flat  land versus hilly land, in which case teachers 
should provide students with a relief m ap of Delaware.  

Ask students:  

• How did you determ ine the m ost  im portant  criteria? 

• I f you could have chosen m ore than four criteria, would you have done so?  Why or why 
not? 

• Did the choices of criteria alter the locat ion decision?  Explain. 

Rubric 

 

 Score of 1  Score of 2  Score of 3  Score of 4  

Explain 
Reasoning 

(Opt ions 1 and 
2)  

Explained 
reasoning 
without  
support ing 
details 

Explained 
reasoning with 
very few or 
weak 
support ing 
details 

Explained 
reasoning using 
som e specific 
details from  the 
m aps 

Fully explained 
reasoning using 
specific details 
from  the m aps 

Determ ine the 
Criteria 

(Opt ion 2 Only)  

Listed one valid 
criteria 

Listed two valid 
criteria 

Listed three 
valid criteria 

Listed four valid 
criteria 

 

Perform ance Level Opt ion 1  

Opt ions 

1  &  2  

Advanced 4 8 

Meets the Standard 3 6-7 

Below the Standard 1-2 4-5 

Well Below the Standard  n/ a 2-3 

Click here for  Sam ple Opt ion 1 Responses. 

TEACHER TI PS 

 Consider project ing geo-graphics on 
a large screen in your classroom for 
a number of students to see.  Often 
these project ions are clearer than 
copies. 

 Use at lases and other geographical 
books you may have in your 
classroom or the school library. 
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Student  Self- Assessm ent  and Reflect ion 

 
When students are required to think about  their own learning, to art iculate 
what  they understand and what  they st ill need to learn, achievem ent  
im proves. 

– Black and William , 1998;  Sternberg, 1996;  Young, 2000.  

How a teacher uses the inform at ion from  assessm ents determ ines whether that  assessm ent  
is form at ive or sum m at ive.  Form at ive assessm ents should be used to direct  learning and 
inst ruct ion and are not  intended to be graded. 

The Checks for Understanding at  the end of each inst ruct ional st rategy should be used as 
form at ive assessm ent  and m ay be used as writ ing prom pts or as sm all-group or whole-class 
discussion.  Students should respond to feedback and be given opportunit ies to im prove 
their work.  The rubrics will help teachers fram e that  feedback.  

An interact ive notebook or writ ing log could be used to organize student  work and exhibit  
student  growth and reflect ion. 
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Stage 3  –  Learning Plan 

( Design learning act ivit ies to a lign w ith Stage 1  and Stage 2  expectat ions)  

 ________________________________________________________________________  
 

Lesson One 

Essent ial Quest ion 

• How do differences between flat  m aps and globes affect  understanding of places in the 
world? 

Background 

Maps are two-dim ensional representat ions of a three-dim ensional earth.  Project ions are 
used to convert  a globe surface into a flat  m ap.  An em bedded concept  is that  in m aking 
this conversion, either shapes of areas or the size of areas will be distorted.  For instance, 
on the fam iliar rectangular Mercator project ion of the world (a cylindrical project ion)  the 
equator and the North and South Poles are the sam e length.  Since the pole is a point  on 
the globe, an enorm ous am ount  of distort ion occurs in the higher lat itudes.  While 
Greenland’s shape on the globe is retained, it s size on the m ap is great ly exaggerated.  And 
while a piece of st r ing placed between two points on the globe represents the shortest  
distance, a st raight  line between the sam e points on the Mercator m ap does not .  

 
I nst ruct ional St rategies 

 

 

St rategy One: Gathering I nform at ion  

Graphic Organizers 

Have students com plete the Maps and Globes Ant icipat ion Guide. 

Give students t im e in sm all groups to look closely at  world m aps and globes.  Have students 
com plete a graphic organizer in order t o com pare m aps and globes. 

On chart  paper, com plete a graphic organizer as a class out lining the sim ilarit ies and 
differences that  the students share.  Have students add to, delete from , or m odify their own 
graphic organizers.  Click here for a sam ple Three-Colum n Chart  or  Venn diagram. 

Check for  Understanding  

• How are m aps and globes sim ilar and different? 

Rubric 

2 – This response gives a valid sim ilarit y and difference. 
1 – This response gives a valid sim ilarit y or difference. 
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Sam ple Responses 

 
This student  scored a 1.  He provided two valid differences (portabilit y and scale)  but  no 
sim ilarit y. 
 

 

 

This student  scored a 2.  She provided a valid sim ilarit y (both contain a com pass and 
key)and two valid differences (shape and portabilit y) . 
 

 

 

St rategy Tw o:  Extending and Refining 

I dent ifying Sim ilarit ies and Differences 

Stretching out  a m ap flat tens out  a globe.  The edges of a world m ap have the m ost  
distort ion.  They are the m ost  “st retched out .”   Flat tening the globe changes the shape of 
the Earth’s features. 

Have students pair together t o exam ine a world m ap and a globe.  Conduct  a Think-Pair-
Share st rategy for students to respond to this quest ion:  

• Are Alaska and Asia relat ively close or relat ively far  apart  in the world? 

Som e students will say they are far  apart .   Now have students use a globe to answer the 
sam e quest ion.  Ask students why it  m ight  be easier to see the distance between locat ions 
on a globe rather than on a m ap. 

Show students how the sides actually connect  and say that  this is a com m on m isconcept ion.  
Ask students to fold a world m ap to see that  Alaska and Asia are relat ively close. 
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Display the fam iliar rectangular Mercator project ion of the world (a cylindrical project ion)  in 
which the equator and the North and South Pole are the sam e length. 

Ask students while looking at  a world m ap:  How close is Greenland to the North Pole? 

Have students use rulers to est im ate the distance on a m ap com pared to a globe. 

Measure the globe’s distances with a piece of st r ing and then use the ruler  to m easure that  
distance. 

Com pare the poles on a world m ap versus a globe.  Show students these m aps of the North 
Pole and the South Pole. 

TEACHER TI P:  A common saying known to geographers is, “Maps that  lie f lat  lie.”   This fun quote may help 
students retain the concept of distort ion. 

 

Check for  Understanding # 1  

• When would you use a globe and why? 

Rubric (each quest ion)  

2 – This response gives a valid occasion with an accurate and relevant  reason. 
1 – This response gives a valid occasion with an inaccurate, irrelevant , or no reason. 
 
 
Sam ple Responses  

 

 
 

This student  earned a 2, giving a valid occasion of “when I  am  looking for a cont inent  o[ r]  

( sic)  count ry”  with an accurate reason – “ to find out  where it  is.”  
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This student  earned a 1, giving a valid occasion of “when I  want  to see where the contenets 

(sic)  and the oceans are lockated ( sic) ”  but  did not  provide a reason. 

 

Check for  Understanding # 2  

• Why do the edges of a m ap have the m ost  distort ion?   

Rubric 

1 – This response gives a valid reason. 

 

St rategy Three:  Extending and Refining 

Take a Stand 

Pose this quest ion:   Which geo-graphic would you use (a world m ap, a polar m ap, or a 
globe)  to find the distance between South Am erica and Antarct ica?1 

Post  three signs in the classroom —WORLD MAP, POLAR MAP, and GLOBE.  Have students 
walk to the sign that  they believe is the best  answer.  Groups of students at  each sign 
should explain why they chose that  answer.  Students then share out  t heir reasoning.  After 
sharing out , allow students the opportunity to change locat ions if they have changed their 
m inds about  the best  answer.  

Globe is the best  answer because it  would be m ost  accurate.  Polar m ap is acceptable as 
long as the students can support  their answer.  A world m ap is not  the best  choice because 
of the distort ions. 
 

Check for  Understanding  

• Revisit  the Maps versus Globes Ant icipat ion Guide to clarify student  understanding of 
m aps and globes and discuss any previous m isconcept ions.  

• Fly By Airways wants to plan a flight  path from  Wilm ington, Delaware to Sydney, 
Aust ralia.  The com pany wants to fly the shortest  route possible and needs to know 
the exact  distance in order t o plan for  fuel usage.  Why should Fly By Airways use a 
globe instead of a m ap to determ ine the flight  path?  Explain your answer. 

 

Click for  a student  handout  of this Check for Understanding. 
 

TEACHER TI P:   Students must be provided with a wor ld map and a globe. 

Upon complet ion of Check for Understanding # 1, go to ht tp: / / www.indo.com/ cgi-bin/ dist  to calculate the exact  
distance between Wilm ington, Delaware and Sydney, Aust ralia.  Of course, you can use this site for  any two cit ies.  
Consider extending this to an act iv ity where you mark cit ies on a wor ld map and record their  distances.  This is a 
fun act iv ity that  can incorporate est imat ing.  I t  also reinforces the distort ions on a flat  wor ld map. 

Rubric (2nd bullet )  

2 – This response gives a valid reason with an accurate and relevant  explanat ion. 
1 – This response gives a valid reason with an inaccurate, irrelevant , or  no explanat ion. 
 
 

                                           
1 Students m ight  need to be rem inded that  polar maps are used in St rategy 2.   
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Sam ple Responses 

 
This student  earned a 2 because she gave a valid reason “a globe does not  have distort ion”  
and explained it  with “you can find the r ight  length.”  
 

 
 
 
This student  earned a 2 because she gave a valid reason “ it  has no distort ion”  and explained 
it  with “ it  can tell the r ight  distance.”  
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Lesson Tw o 

 

Essent ial Quest ions 

• Why are there different  types of m aps?  How can they be “ read”  to discover the nature 
and contents of the real world? 
 
 

I nst ruct ional St rategies 

 

 

St rategy One:  Gather ing I nform at ion 

Cooperat ive  Learning  

Using a variety of m aps and other geo-graphics, have students locate the following “m ap 
features.”    

 Map key 

 Grid system  

 Scale 

 Com pass rose 

Ask students to work in groups of 2-3 to record the purpose and helpfulness of each feature 
on the Mapping Features chart .  Ext ra space is provided for addit ional features that  teachers 
and/ or students find important .  

Model the first  m ap or geo-graphic with the students, and then allow them  to work in sm all 
groups.  Ask students t o share their recording and add to grids as needed. 

Suggest ions for locat ing m aps and other geo-graphics:  

 Classroom  m aterials and texts, including periodicals 

 School library 

 Delaware Geographic Alliance m aps and m ap skills 

 www.worldat las.com   

 ht tp: / / www.nat ionalgeographic.com / xpedit ions/ at las  

 Google Earth  

 

Check for  Understanding 

• Mrs. Becker’s class is planning their visit  to the Philadelphia Zoo.  The zoo m ap does 
not  have a scale.   

• One student , Drew, feels that  is not  a problem .  He does not  really need a scale t o 
visit  the zoo.  Another student , Grant , disagrees.   

• Why m ight  Grant  want  a scale on the m ap?  Explain your answer.  

Rubric 

2 – This response gives a valid reason with an accurate and relevant  explanat ion. 
1 – This response gives a valid reason with an inaccurate, irrelevant , or  no explanat ion. 
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Sam ple Responses 

This student  scored a 2 by providing a valid reason – “he wants to know how long it  is and 
how far”  – and adding relevant  support  for why he wants to know, in this case to get  one 
“ from  one anim al to som eplace else.”  
 
 

 

 

This student  scored a 1 by providing a valid reason – “he m ight  not  know how far the places 
are”  – but  not  adding an explanat ion to support  the reason. 
 

 
 

This student  scored a 0 by not  providing a valid reason.  Scale is confused with direct ion 
(how to get  t o one place to another, how to get  there) .  

 

 

St rategy Tw o:  Gathering I nform at ion  

Graphic Organizers 

Using a variety of m aps and other geo-graphics, have students take a close look at  what  
m aps can “ tell”  them  and what  conclusions we can draw from  looking at  a m ap.  Have 
students’ record findings on the Types of Maps graphic organizer.  

Note that  the first  colum n says “Type of Map/ Purpose.”   You m ay find num erous m aps that  
do not  have a specific type nam e (such as a relief m ap) , but  can bet ter  be described by 
their purposes ( such as an interact ive m ap showing the growth of Wal-Mart / Sam ’s Club 
stores across the US—see third website listed below) . 
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Model the first  m ap or geo-graphic with the students, and then allow them  to work in sm all 
groups of 2-3.  Students should share out  and add to their graphic organizers as needed. 

I n addit ion to the suggest ions for locat ing m aps listed in St rategy One, here are a few 
websites that  have various interact ive m aps/ geo-graphics:  

• ht tp: / / adventure.nat ionalgeographic.com / am ericas-best -adventures/ interact ive-m ap 

• ht tp: / / projects.flowingdata.com / walm art /  

• Delaware DataMIL 

• Dem ographic Maps and Reports of the United States 1790 -  present  

• NASA Earth Observatory 

• Nat ional At las 

• World Mapper  

 

Check for  Understanding 

• Why are there different  types of m aps?  Support  your answer with an exam ple. 

Rubric 

2 – This response gives a valid explanat ion with an accurate and relevant  exam ple.  
1 – This response gives a valid explanat ion with an inaccurate, irrelevant , or no exam ple. 
 

 

St rategy Three:  Extending and Refining 

Think- Pair- Share 

Click here for  a m ap of t he Philadelphia Zoo or t eachers m ay obtain m aps direct ly from  the 
zoo. 

Have students respond to quest ions on the Reading the Philadelphia Zoo Map worksheet  
using a Think-Pair-Share st rategy. 

While students rem ain in pairs, ask one student  to select  a locat ion on the m ap ( for  
exam ple, the Bird Lake) .  Have his or  her partner then use the m ap to verbally give 
direct ions to the zoo’s exit .  Students can t race the m ap with a finger to help illust rate the 
path.  Reverse the process so that  both students give direct ions.  

Students will be given a list  of places in the zoo that  they will visit .  The places to visit  in the 
zoo will be in random  order.   Students m ay work individually, in partners, or in sm all 
groups. 

Have students cut  the paper into st r ips along the dot ted lines.  After studying the zoo m ap, 
students should put  all the places in a logical order t o visit .   Students should glue the st r ips 
on a piece of paper/ const ruct ion paper in the decided order.  

Students should draw the route on their m ap with m arker.   Then the students should write 
out  the direct ions, sharing with another group to check the accuracy of the direct ions. 

TEACHER TI P:   Lam inate the maps and have students use overhead markers to mark their  routes. 

Quest ions for discussion ( that  lead to analyzing the m ap) :  

• The m ap key is based on visitor needs.  What  sym bols could we add to the m ap key for 
people without  a lot  of background knowledge? 

• I s the size of the anim als in “proport ion”  with the rest  of the m ap?  Why do you think 
the anim als are so large in com parison to the zoo? 
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To ensure that  each student  individually works on the quest ions, ask each student  to 
respond and share with a partner before discussing results with the whole group. 

Suggest ions for modificat ion and/ or addit ional student  pract ice:  

 Students choose where they want  to visit  in the zoo. 

 Use a map of a grocery store with list  of foods. 

 Map of amusement  park with list  of r ides. 

 Map of town with list  of errands to run. 

 

Check for  Understanding 

• Click here for  two item s that  illust rate the assessm ent  of this benchm ark.  These test  
item s ask students t o dem onst rate use of a m ap. 
 
See the links below for m ore item s and sam ple, annotated student  responses.   

 2008 I t em  Sam pler -  Grades 4 & 6  

 2002 I t em  Sam pler -  Grades 4 & 6  

 

St rategy Four:  Extending and Refining  

Graphic Organizers 

Tell students that  the town of Reedsville wants to build a new park.  

Ask the students what  inform at ion they would want  or  need in order t o m ake a good 
decision.  Record the ideas for the students to see. 

Ask why one would want  this inform at ion.  Possible answers include:  proxim ity to houses, 
locat ion of other parks, etc.  

Students will m ost  likely need to be provided with the background inform at ion that  the 
further a locat ion is away from  exist ing hom es and buildings, the m ore expensive it  would 
be to build—due to preparing the land, running elect r icit y and water,  building roads, et c.  

Have students com plete the top of the decision-m aking grid with these four criteria:   

 Near children;  

 Locat ion of other parks;  

 Cost ;  

 Access to roadways. 

Model for students how to read the m ap and determ ine if the locat ion is good or bad (plus +  
or m inus –)  based on each criteria.  For exam ple, if the criteria is proxim ity to hom es, 
m eaning you want  the locat ion to be near hom es, and locat ion C is in an indust r ial area, 
then it  would be m arked with a m inus –.  I f locat ion C is near a neighborhood, then it  would 
be m arked with a plus + . 

Have students in groups of 2-3 cont inue to work through the decision-m aking grid, 
gradually releasing m ore responsibilit y to the students.  Have each group of students m ake 
a decision and explain the reasons for their choices.  

 Which locat ion did your group choose? 

 Which criteria were m ost  im portant  to you when select ing a locat ion? 

TEACHER TI P:   A “correct ”  answer is not  necessar ily obvious.  The reasoning possibilit ies are var ied.  This will lend 
itself nicely to an effect ive class discussion. 
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Check for Understanding 
• Why is it  im portant  to t hink about  different  criteria when m aking a decision?  Explain 

your answer with an exam ple. 

Rubric 

2 – This response gives a valid reason with an accurate and relevant  exam ple. 
1 – This response gives a valid reason with an inaccurate, irrelevant , or  no exam ple.  

 

St rategy Five:  Applicat ion 

Set t ing Crit er ia  

Provide students with a copy of the m ap sketch of the area around North Star Elem entary 
School.  Addit ionally, go to www.m aps.google.com  and enter “1340 Lit t le Balt im ore Road, 
Hockessin, Delaware, 19707.”   Click and print  both the m ap view and satellite view.  This 
will give the students three views of the sam e area.  

TEACHER TI P:   Consider sketching a map of your town and enter ing the address of your school at the above 
website to make this act iv ity more meaningful to your students. 

Pose this quest ion to the students:  Where should a new ice cream  shop be built—locat ion A, 
B, or C?  The criteria are proxim ity to other ice cream  shops, access by roads, cost , and 
proxim ity to houses.  Students should work in sm all groups to com plete a decision-m aking 
grid.  Students should share out  their decisions with support ing reasons.  Som e would argue 
that  an ice cream  shop should not  be opened near other ice cream  shops to avoid the 
com pet it ion, while others would argue that  opening an ice cream  shop near other shops is 
the way to go—as long as people are going out  for  ice cream  anyway, t hey now have 
another choice.  Both answers should be accepted as long as a clear explanat ion is given.  

Suggest ions for addit ional student  pract ice and/ or concept  review:  

• Decide where to build a grocery store.  

• Decide where to set  up a lem onade stand. 

• Decide where to build a baseball field. 

Check for  Understanding 

• Luigi j ust  m oved into town from  I taly.  He wants your advice on where to open a 
pizza parlor.   

• What  inform at ion would you give him  to help him  with his decision? 

Rubric 

1 – This response gives valid criteria. 
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Resources and Teaching Tips 

Literature recom m endat ions to provide background inform at ion and/ or supplem ent  the unit  
include:  

• Me on the Map by Joan Sweeney 

• Where Do I  Live? by Neil Chesanow 

• Maps and Globes by Jack Knowlton 

• As the Crow Flies:  A First  Book of Maps by Gail Hartm an 

• Map Keys (Rookie Read-About  Geography)  by Rebecca Aberg 
 
  
Com m on Core English Language Arts Standards I ntegrated in I nst ruct ion 

 
Reading Standards for I nform at ional Text  
4. Determ ine the m eaning of general academ ic and dom ain-specific words and phrases in a 

text  relevant  to grade 3 social studies. 
 
 
Writ ing Standards 
2. Write inform at ive/ explanatory t exts to exam ine a topic and convey ideas and inform at ion 

clearly. 
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Transfer Task Proposal 
 
 
 1.  Circle the best  locat ion on the out line m ap of Delaware. 

 

2.  Explain your reasoning for your decision.  Use details 
from  the m aps to support  your answer. 
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Maps of Delaware 
 

 
 
 
Source 
ht tp: / / geology.com / state-m ap/ delaware.shtm l 

Road Map 
of 

Delaware 
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Population Map of Delaware 
 

Source:   ht tp: / / com m ons.wikim edia.org/ wiki/ File: Delaware_populat ion_m ap.png 
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Delaware’s Waterways Map 
 
 

 
Source 
ht tp: / / geology.com / state-m ap/ delaware.shtm l 
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Elevation Map of Delaware 
 
 

 
Source 
ht tp: / / geology.com / state-m ap/ delaware.shtm l 
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Decision-Making Chart 
 
 

Criteria  Near Children 

Locat ion of 

Other Parks Cost  

Access to 

Roadw ays 

Locat ion 1  

    

Locat ion 2  

    

Locat ion 3  
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Map Projections 
 



 24 

Mercator Projection 
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Greenland’s Shape 
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Maps and Globes 

Anticipation Guide 
 
 

Direct ions:  Mark each statem ent  with either an “A”  for agree or a 
“D”  for disagree. 
 
 
1)  _____   A world m ap is a m odel of the earth. 
 
 
2)  _____   A world m ap shows the cont inents and the oceans. 
 
 
3)  _____   A world m ap is just  like a globe, but  FLAT. 
 
 
4)  _____   A globe is a m odel of the earth. 
 
 
5)  _____   A globe shows the cont inents and the oceans. 
 
 
6)  _____   A globe is just  like a world m ap, but  a SPHERE. 
 
 
7)  _____   A m ap can be used for giving direct ions. 
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Three-Column Chart 
 
 

W orld Map Both Globe 
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Map Both Globe 

flat  
 
 
distorted view -
especially at  the 
poles 
 
 
illust rat ion of the 
earth 
 
 
tell you how to get  
som ewhere 

cont inents 
 
 
oceans 
 
 
equator 
 
 
shows the locat ion 
of places  

sphere 
 
 
fair ly accurate view 
 
 
m odel of the earth 
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Venn Diagram 
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Mapping Features Chart 
 
 

Feature How  I t  I s Used W hy I t  I s Helpful 
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Feature How  I t  I s Used W hy I t  I s Helpful 

Map Key 
To ident ify different  
symbols on a map. 

Symbols represent  real 
things on a map. 

Scale 
To measure the 
distance from one 
place to another. 

To plan t r ips. 
 
To know whether a 
piece of furniture 
would fit  in a room or 
not .  

Grid System  
To ident ify a locat ion 
of a place on a map. 

To find places quickly 
and easily. 

Compass Rose 
To help descr ibe 
posit ion and 
movement . 

To help find places and 
descr ibe locat ion. 
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Types of Maps Organizer 
 
 

Type of Map/  

Purpose W hat  the Map “Says” 
W hat  W e Can Conclude 

From  the Map 
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Type of Map/  

Purpose W hat  the Map “Says” 
W hat  W e Can Conclude 

From  the Map 

Walm art   
(Flowing Data Map)  

Walm art  stores first  
appeared in Arkansas. 

Walm art  built  m ore and 
m ore stores around the 
or iginal in Arkansas and 
eventually alm ost  every 
town had a Walm art . 
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Reading the Philadelphia Zoo Map 
 
 

Direct ions:   Take a close look at  the Philadelphia Zoo Map.  Then 
respond to the following quest ions. 
 
 
1. Nam e a m apping feature on this m ap.  Tell how it  is used.  Tell 
how it  is helpful. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. What  m apping feature do you think this m ap needs?  Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Who would want  to use this m ap? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Nam e one way a person m ight  use this m ap. 
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Places to Visit in the Zoo 
 

Cut  along dot ted lines. 
 

------------------------------- 

Eagle’s Roost 

------------------------------- 

African Plains 

------------------------------- 

Zoo Shop 

------------------------------- 

Face Painting 

------------------------------- 

Camel Rides 

------------------------------- 

McNeil Avian Center 

------------------------------- 
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Lesson Two, Strategy Three 
 

This map shows the Tidal Basin in Washington, D.C. 
Which building is northwest  of the Tidal Basin? 

 

A. White House 
B. Washington Monument  
C. Jefferson Memorial 
D. Lincoln Memorial 
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Tim ’s mother takes him  to school each morning.  She dr ives west  on 
I nterstate Hwy. 14 and then north on U.S. Hwy. 207.  For a week, the br idge 
on I nterstate Hwy. 14 will be closed.  She must  plan a new route for the 
dr ive to school.  
 

 

Use the map to write direct ions for a new route to school.  Explain why you 
chose this route. 
 
 ________________________________________________________________________  
 
 ________________________________________________________________________  
 
 ________________________________________________________________________  
 
 ________________________________________________________________________  
 
 ________________________________________________________________________  
 
 ________________________________________________________________________  
 
 ________________________________________________________________________  
 
 ________________________________________________________________________  
 
 ________________________________________________________________________  
 
 ________________________________________________________________________  
 
 ________________________________________________________________________  
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Town of Reedsville 
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Lesson Two, St rategy Four 
 

Decision-Making Grid 
 
 

Criteria 

 

near children 

 

locat ion of 
other parks 

 

cost  

 

access to roadways 

Locat ion 1 

    

Locat ion 2 

    

Locat ion 3 

    

 



 40 

Map Sketch 
 


