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ABSTRACT 

 

The influx of non-local higher education into Hong Kong in the 1980s is considered to be 

the second wave of globalization of higher education pertaining to Hong Kong. The Hong 

Kong Government constructed and enacted the Hong Kong Non-local Higher and 

Professional Education (Regulation) Ordinance in 1997 to respond to the quality 

concerns of non-local courses in Hong Kong. The Ordinance is considered to be an act to 

regulate globalization of higher education in Hong Kong.  

 

This thesis is a policy study. An initial analysis of the policy text and materials in relation 

to application for registration of a non-local course was conducted and presented 

alongside a review of relevant literature. In order to enable a full analysis, 

semi-structured one-on-one interviews were conducted to understand the perspectives 

and understanding of people along the policy trajectory. Interviewees included a 

lawmaker in Hong Kong, local and non-local academic and senior administrators, a Hong 

Kong operational administrator of non-local courses, and graduates and students of 

non-local courses.  

 

Qualitative methods were employed to find answers to the prime research question and 

the associated guiding questions. Data gathered were analyzed by using Miles and 

Huberman’s (1994) inductive analysis approach.  

 

Research findings yielded four major themes, the emergence and development of the 

non-local higher education market, the Hong Kong Government’s role in regulating 

globalization of higher education in Hong Kong, the changing relationship between 

non-local and local providers of higher education and the role of non-local higher 

education in contributing to the development of human capital in Hong Kong. Further 

analysis of data within these four themes resulted in the development of fourteen 

propositions and two frameworks, namely the Student-consumers’ Needs Model and the 

Student-consumers/Education-suppliers (SCES) Matrix. These propositions and 

frameworks led to recommendations for improvement of policy, improvement of practice 

and for future research. 
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