
 

WHAT IS DO MESTIC VIO LENCE?  
 

Und e r the  p ro visio ns o f Se c tio n 741.28 o f the  

Flo rid a  Sta tute s, d o me stic  vio le nc e  me a ns a ny 

a ssa ult, a g g ra va te d  a ssa ult, b a tte ry, 

a g g ra va te d  b a tte ry, se xua l a ssa ult, se xua l 

b a tte ry, sta lking , a g g ra va te d  sta lking , 

kid na p p ing , fa lse  imp riso nme nt, o r a ny c rimina l 

o ffe nse  re sulting  in p hysic a l injury o r d e a th o f 

o ne  fa mily o r ho use ho ld  me mb e r b y a no the r 

fa mily o r ho use ho ld  me mb e r. 

 

A fa mily o r ho use ho ld  me mb e rs a re  sp o use s, 

fo rme r sp o use s, p e rso ns re la te d  b y b lo o d  o r 

ma rria g e , p e rso ns who  a re  p re se ntly re sid ing  

to g e the r a s if a  fa mily o r who  ha ve  re sid e d  

to g e the r in the  p a st a s if a  fa mily, a nd  p e rso ns 

who  a re  p a re nts o f a  c hild  in c o mmo n 

re g a rd le ss o f whe the r the y ha ve  b e e n ma rrie d .  

 

With the  e xc e p tio n o f p e rso ns who  ha ve  a  

c hild  in c o mmo n, the  fa mily o r ho use ho ld  

me mb e rs must b e  c urre ntly re sid ing  o r ha ve  in 

the  pa st re sid e d  to g e the r in the  sa me  sing le  

d we lling  unit. 

 

Dome stic  Vio le nc e  inc lud e s: 

Physic a l Ab use—Pushing , sla p p ing , kic king , 

p unc hing , c ho king , a nd  b e a ting  

Emo tio na l/ Ve rb a l Ab use—Thre a ts, ve rb a l 

intimid a tio n, fo llo wing  a nd  sta lking , o r a c ting  

o ut in a ng e r 

Se xua l Ab use  o r Ba tte ry—Any unwa nte d  

to uc hing  o r fo rc ing  o f so me o ne  to  e ng a g e  in a  

se xua l a c t a g a inst his o r he r will  

 

WHAT IS REPEAT VIO LENCE?  
 

Und e r the  p ro visio ns o f Se c tio n 784.046 o f the  

Flo rid a  Sta tute s, re p e a t vio le nc e  me a ns two  

inc id e nts o f vio le nc e  o r sta lking  o ne  o f whic h 

must ha ve  b e e n within 6 mo nths o f filing  a  

p e titio n a nd  must ha ve  b e e n d ire c te d  a g a inst 

the  pe titio ne r o r the  p e titio ne r’ s imme d ia te  

fa mily me mb e r. 

WHAT IS DATING  VIO LENCE?  
 

Und e r the  p ro visio ns o f Se c tio n 784.046 o f the  

Flo rid a  Sta tute s, d a ting  vio le nc e  is vio le nc e  

b e twe e n ind ivid ua ls who  ha ve  o r ha ve  ha d  

a  c o ntinuing  a nd  sig nific a nt re la tio nship  o f a  

ro ma ntic  o r intima te  na ture . The  e xiste nc e  o f 

suc h a  re la tio nship  sha ll b e  d e te rmine d  

b a se d  o n the  c o nsid e ra tio n o f the  fo llo wing  

fa c to rs: 

• A d a ting  re la tio nship  must ha ve  e xiste d  

within the  p a st 6 mo nths;  

• The  na ture  o f the  re la tio nship  must ha ve  

b e e n c ha ra c te rize d  b y the  e xp e c ta tio n o f 

a ffe c tio n o r se xua l invo lve me nt b e twe e n the  

p a rtie s; a nd   

• The  fre q ue nc y a nd  typ e  o f inte ra c tio n 

b e twe e n the  p e rso ns invo lve d  in the  

re la tio nship  must ha ve  inc lud e d  tha t the  

p e rso ns ha ve  b e e n invo lve d  o ve r time  a nd  

o n a  c o ntinuo us b a sis d uring  the  c o urse  o f 

the  re la tio nship .  

 

The  te rm d o e s no t inc lud e  vio le nc e  in a  

c a sua l a c q ua inta nc e ship  o r vio le nc e  

b e twe e n ind ivid ua ls who  o nly ha ve  

e ng a g e d  in o rd ina ry fra te rniza tio n in a  

b usine ss o r so c ia l c o nte xt. 

 

WHAT IS SEXUAL VIO LENCE?  
 

Und e r the  p ro visio ns o f Se c tio n 784.046 o f the  

Flo rid a  Sta tute s, se xua l vio le nc e  is o ne  

inc id e nt o f 

• Se xua l b a tte ry, a s d e fine d  in c ha p te r 794;  

• A le wd  o r la sc ivio us a c t, a s d e fine d  in 

c ha p te r 800, c o mmitte d  up o n o r in the  

p re se nc e  o f a  p e rso n yo ung e r tha n 16 ye a rs 

o f a g e ;  

• Luring  o r e ntic ing  a  c hild , a s d e sc rib e d  in 

c ha p te r 787; 

• Se xua l p e rfo rma nc e  b y a  c hild , a s 

d e sc rib e d  in c ha p te r 827; o r  

• Any o the r fo rc ib le  fe lo ny whe re in a  se xua l 

a c t is c o mmitte d  o r a tte mp te d , re g a rd le ss o f 

whe the r c rimina l c ha rg e s b a se d  o n the  

inc id e nt we re  file d , re d uc e d , o r d ismisse d  b y 

the  sta te  a tto rne y. 

WHAT DO ES THE LAW MEAN?  
 

Yo u ha ve  the  rig ht to  a sk the  Sta te  Atto rne y 

to  file  a  c rimina l c o mpla int, a nd  yo u ha ve  

the  rig ht to  g o  to  c o urt a nd  file  a  pe titio n 

re q ue sting  a n  injunc tio n fo r p ro te c tio n 

a g a inst d o me stic  vio le nc e , re p e a t vio le nc e , 

d a ting  vio le nc e , o r se xua l vio le nc e  if yo u a re  

• The  vic tim o f d o me stic  vio le nc e , re p e a t 

vio le nc e , d a ting  vio le nc e , o r se xua l vio le nc e , 

• The  p a re nt o f a ny mino r c hild  living  a t 

ho me  who  is se e king  a n injunc tio n fo r 

p ro te c tio n a g a inst d o me stic  vio le nc e , 

re p e a t vio le nc e , d a ting  vio le nc e , o r se xua l 

vio le nc e , OR 

• If yo u ha ve  re a so na b le  c a use  to  b e lie ve , 

yo u o r yo ur mino r c hild  is in immine nt d a ng e r 

o f b e c o ming  the  vic tim o f a ny a c t o f 

d o me stic  vio le nc e . 

 

This ma y inc lud e , b ut ne e d  no t b e  limite d  to  

p ro visio ns tha t 

• Re stra in the  a b use r fro m furthe r a c ts o f 

a b use  

• Dire c t the  a b use r to  le a ve  yo ur ho use ho ld  

• Pre ve nt the  a b use r fro m b e ing  within 500 

fe e t o f yo ur re sid e nc e , sc ho o l, b usine ss, o r 

p la c e  o f e mp lo yme nt 

• Awa rd  yo u c usto d y o f yo ur mino r c hild  o r 

c hild re n 

• Dire c t the  a b use r to  p a y sup p o rt to  yo u 

a nd  the  mino r c hild  o r c hild re n if the  a b use r 

ha s a  le g a l o b lig a tio n to  d o  so  

 

Fo r sa fe ty re a so ns, yo u ma y furnish yo ur 

a d d re ss to  the  c o urt in a  se p a ra te  

c o nfid e ntia l filing  whe n filing  the  p e titio n fo r 

injunc tio n. 

 

Yo u a re  no t re q uire d  to  re ma in in a  

re sid e nc e  o r ho use ho ld  whe re  yo u a re  a  

vic tim o f d o me stic  vio le nc e . Yo ur a d d re ss 

ma y b e  d iffe re nt fro m tha t o f yo ur p a rtne r 

witho ut p e na lty. 

HO W CAN THE LAW HELP ME?  
 

If yo u ha ve  b e e n a  vic tim o f d o me stic  vio le nc e , 

re p e a t vio le nc e , d a ting  vio le nc e , o r se xua l 

vio le nc e , o r if yo u a re  a fra id  tha t yo u will b e  hurt, 

Flo rid a ’ s d o me stic  vio le nc e  la w e na b le s yo u to  

wo rk with the  c o urt syste m to  he lp  ke e p  yo u sa fe . 

Co nta c t yo ur lo c a l d o me stic  vio le nc e  c e nte r fo r 

sa fe ty p la nning  p rio r to  filing  fo r a n injunc tio n. The  

C le rk o f the  Co urt is re q uire d  to  a ssist yo u in 

se e king  b o th injunc tio ns fo r p ro te c tio n a nd  

e nfo rc e me nt fo r a  vio la tio n o f a n injunc tio n. 

Re p re se nta tio n b y a n a tto rne y is no t re q uire d  o f 

e ithe r p a rty a s p e r Se c tio n 741.30(1)(f) o f the  

Flo rid a  Sta tute s. Go  to  the  Cle rk o f the  Co urt’ s 

Offic e  in yo ur c o unty c o urtho use . 

• Bring  id e ntific a tio n. 

• Bring  info rma tio n a b o ut whe re  the  a b use r c a n 

b e  lo c a te d . 

• Bring  a ny o the r info rma tio n o n the  a b use r, suc h 

a s p ho to s o r id e ntific a tio n. 

• Bring  a ny p a p e rs re la ting  to  yo ur c a se . 

• Te ll the  c le rk tha t yo u a re  inte re ste d  in filing  a  

pe titio n fo r injunc tio n fo r p ro te c tio n a g a inst 

d o me stic  vio le nc e , re p e a t vio le nc e , d a ting  

vio le nc e , o r se xua l vio le nc e . 

• The  c o urt c le rk will he lp  yo u in filing  the  p ro p e r 

p a p e rwo rk. By filling  o ut the se  fo rms, yo u will b e  

e xp la ining  to  the  jud g e  e xa c tly wha t typ e  o f 

p ro te c tio n yo u ne e d  a nd  fro m who m yo u ne e d  

p ro te c tio n. 

• Afte r yo u ha ve  c o mp le te d  the  p a p e rwo rk, the  

c o urt ma y d e te rmine  tha t d a ng e r o f d o me stic  

vio le nc e  e xists. The  c o urt ma y o rd e r a  

te mp o ra ry injunc tio n, whic h is g o o d  fo r 15 d a ys. 

The n a  full he a ring  is he ld  to  c o nsid e r yo ur sa fe ty 

a nd  the  sa fe ty o f yo ur c hild re n. 

• The  a b use r must b e  se rve d  with the  injunc tio n 

b e fo re  it b e c o me s e ffe c tive . The  injunc tio n will 

te ll the  a b use r wha t the  jud g e  re q uire s a nd  

whe n to  re turn to  c o urt fo r a  he a ring . This 

he a ring  will b e  within 15 d a ys unle ss the  a b use r 

c a nno t b e  se rve d . 

• Yo u a re  a b le  to  re q ue st no tific a tio n o f se rvic e  o f 

the  injunc tio n a nd  re c e ive  no tic e  a uto ma tic a lly 

within 12 ho urs a fte r the  injunc tio n is se rve d . 



 

• It is imp o rta nt fo r yo u to  a tte nd  the  he a ring  

so  tha t yo u c a n ma ke  sure  the  jud g e  

und e rsta nd s e xa c tly wha t he lp  yo u ne e d  

a nd  why. If yo u d o  no t a tte nd , usua lly the  

jud g e  will e nd  the  injunc tio n. 

• Afte r the  he a ring , a  fina l injunc tio n ma y b e  

g ra nte d . The  fina l injunc tio n is va lid  until 

d isso lve d  o r a me nd e d  b y the  c o urt. 

 

WHAT DO  I DO  IF THE ABUSER 

VIO LATES THE INJUNCTIO N?  
 

Yo u will re c e ive  a  c o p y o f the  injunc tio n. Ke e p  it 

with yo u a t a ll time s. 

• If the  a b use r vio la te s the  c o nd itio ns o f a n 

injunc tio n, c a ll the  po lic e  rig ht a wa y. 

• The  a b use r ma y b e  a rre ste d . 

• If the  a b use r is a rre ste d , he / she  will b e  he ld  

until the  c o urt d e te rmine s b a il. 

• The  jud g e  will c o nsid e r yo ur sa fe ty a nd  the  

sa fe ty o f yo ur c hild re n. 

• Yo u ma y g o  to  c o urt if yo u wish. 

• The  c o urt ma y o rd e r p e na ltie s a s a llo we d  b y 

la w. 

 

If the  injunc tio n ha s b e e n vio la te d , re po rt the  

vio la tio n to  the  Cle rk o f the  Circ uit Co urt o nly if 

la w e nfo rc e me nt sta te s it c a nno t issue  a n a rre st 

wa rra nt, o r issue  a  no tic e  to  a p p e a r b e c a use  

the re  is no  c rimina l vio la tio n. Re po rt the  vio la tio n 

in the  c o unty whe re  the  vio la tio n o c c urre d  a nd  

c o mp le te  a n a ffid a vit in suppo rt o f the  vio la tio n. 

The  jud g e  will d e te rmine  wha t a c tio n sho uld  b e  

ta ke n fo r yo ur sa fe ty a nd  the  sa fe ty o f yo ur 

c hild re n. Und e r the  pro visio ns o f Se c tio n 

741.315(2), Flo rid a  Sta tute s, if yo u ha ve  a n o ut o f 

sta te  c o urt o rd e r fo r p ro te c tio n a g a inst 

d o me stic  vio le nc e , fe d e ra l a nd  sta te  la w 

p ro vid e s tha t la w e nfo rc e me nt re c o g nize  a nd  

a c t o n the  p ro te c tio ns in the  o rd e r a s if issue d  b y 

a  Flo rid a  c o urt, a s lo ng  a s the  issuing  c o urt g a ve  

the  a c c use d  the  o p p o rtunity fo r a  he a ring  

b e fo re  issuing  the  o rd e r. This inc lud e s o rd e rs 

issue d  b y c o urts fro m the  Distric t o f Co lumb ia , 

Ind ia n trib e s, c o mmo nwe a lth te rrito rie s, o r 

p o sse ssio ns o f the  Unite d  Sta te s. 

EXEMPTIO N FRO M 

PUBLIC INSPECTIO N 
 

Und e r the  p ro visio ns o f Se c tio n 119.071(2)(j) o f 

the  Flo rid a  Sta tute s a ny info rma tio n whic h 

re ve a ls the  ho me  o r e mplo yme nt te le pho ne  

numb e r, ho me  o r e mp lo yme nt a d d re ss, o r 

p e rso na l a sse ts o f a  p e rso n who  ha s b e e n the  

vic tim o f se xua l b a tte ry, a g g ra va te d  c hild  

a b use , a g g ra va te d  sta lking , ha ra ssme nt, 

a g g ra va te d  b a tte ry, o r d o me stic  vio le nc e  is 

e xe mp t fro m p ub lic  insp e c tio n a nd  

e xa mina tio n. 

 

Yo u must ma ke  a  writte n re q ue st a nd  p ro vid e  

o ffic ia l ve rific a tio n, suc h a s a  la w e nfo rc e me nt 

re p o rt, to  the  c usto d ia n o f the  re c o rd s tha t a n 

a p p lic a b le  c rime  ha s o c c urre d . Suc h 

info rma tio n sha ll re ma in e xe mp t fo r 5 ye a rs, 

a fte r whic h it will b e c o me  a va ila b le  to  the  

p ub lic . 

 

WHO M SHO ULD I TALK TO  FO R 

MO RE INFO RMATIO N?  
 

Flo rid a  Do me stic  Vio le nc e  Ho tline  

1-800-500-1119 

(Fo r le g a l a ssista nc e  hit p ro mp t # 3) 

 

Flo rid a  Ab use  Ho tline  

1-800-962-2873 

(To  file  c o nfid e ntia l re p o rts o f c hild  a b use ) 

 

Na tio na l Child  Ab use  Ho tline  

1-800-422-4453 

(24 ho ur he lp  line  whic h p ro vid e s c risis 

c o unse ling , info rma tio n a nd  re fe rra ls) 

 

Na tio na l Do me stic  Vio le nc e  Ho tline  

1-800-799-7233 

 

Na tio na l Te e n Da ting  Ab use  Ho tline  

1-866-331-9474 

YO UR CASE INFO RMATIO N 
 

 

  

La w Enfo rc e me nt Ag e nc y 

 

 

  

Pho ne  Numb e r 

 

 

  

Ca se  Numb e r 

 

 

  

Da te  o f Re p o rt 

 

 

  

O ffic e r’ s Na me  ID Numb e r 

 

 

(Inse rt lo c a l c o nta c t numb e rs he re ) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Inse rt the  a re a  d o me stic  vio le nc e  c e nte r 

na me  & p ho ne  numb e r he re ) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Inse rt the  a re a  c e rtifie d  ra pe  c risis c e nte r 

na me  & p ho ne  numb e r he re ) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notic e  of Le g a l 

Rig hts a nd Re me die s 

for Vic tims of 

Dome stic  Vio le nc e , 

Da ting  Viole nc e , 

Re pe a t Vio le nc e , 

Se xua l Vio le nc e  
 

 

 

 

 

IT ISN’T JUST WRO NG . 

IT’S A CRIME. 
 

 

 

 

 

DID YO U KNO W?  

• In Flo rid a , a  p e rso n is kille d  b y a  fa mily 

me mb e r e ve ry 36 ho urs. 

• Do me stic  Vio le nc e  is the  le a d ing  c a use  

o f injury to  wo me n. 

• Mo re  tha n 124,000 inc id e nts o f d o me stic  

vio le nc e  a re  re p o rte d  in Flo rid a  e a c h ye a r, 

invo lving  vic tims yo ung  a nd  o ld , ma le  a nd  

fe ma le . 

 

 

 

 

 

YO U HAVE RIG HTS. 

KNO WING  YO UR LEG AL RIG HTS 

AND O PTIO NS IS THE FIRST STEP 

TO WARD ENDING  ABUSE. 

 

 
(**Eng lish**) Re vise d 07/01/2011 

 


