
College for Financial Planning  

FI N  6 0 0 —Case Studies in Finance 

Master Course Syllabus  

I . Course Descript ion  

Course Descript ion  

Analyze, synthesize, and evaluate assigned case studies addressing investm ent  m anagem ent , global f inance, secur ity 

valuat ion, capital budget ing, and business ethics. 

Prerequisites   

FI N 510, ECO 510, FI N 511, FI N 550, FI N 551, and ETH 550 

I I . Overview  

Overview  

The learning object ives for this course are as follows:  

Global Finance:  

I n this port ion of the course, you will ident ify the factors that  led to the financial cr ises in East  Asia in 1997-1998. You 

need to explain how such cr isis could spread from  one country to another, the “Contagion Effect ,”  and recom m end policy 

prescr ipt ions to avert  such cr ises in the future. Finally, you need to analyze and evaluate the role that  I MF played dur ing 

the cr ises. 

I nvestm ent : 

I n this port ion of the course you will apply on a pract ical level what  you have learned in FI N 510. There will be a case 

presented that  deals with the concepts of r isk and return analyzed from  the perspect ive of an investor who m ight  own the 

com pany’s stock  

Security Valuat ion 

I n this port ion of the course you will apply the valuat ion tools and techniques you learned in secur ity valuat ion to value the 

stock of a NYSE- listed com pany. 

Capital Budget ing 

I n this port ion of the course, you will analyze and apply fundam ental f inancial concepts in a corporate environment  and 

you will develop capital budget ing spreadsheets for evaluat ing corporate investm ent  opportunit ies. 

Business Ethics 

I n this port ion of the course, you will analyze and apply business ethics concepts to resolve ethical issues presented in a 

case study. 

I I I . Required and Recom m ended Text  

Required Text  

Modern Language Associat ion of Am erica. MLA Style Manual and Guide to Scholarly Publishing,  3 rd ed. Modern Language 

Associat ion of Am erica, 1998. 

Upon ent rance into the Master’s Program  you should have been given access to RI A Checkpoint , an elect ronic reference 

service. I f you do not  have an RI A User Nam e and a password please contact  Viv iane.Pr ice@cffp.edu 

Access to the College for Financial Planning University Library (Note:  I nst ruct ions for accessing the library are included 

under the “Master’s Program  Standards and policies.” )   

For Global Finance: 

Pugel, Thom as A. I nternat ional Econom ics. 14 t h ed. McGraw-Hill/ I rwin, 2009. I SBN 978-0-07 337575-5 



For Security Valuat ion:  

Dam odaran, Aswath. I nvestm ent  Valuat ion. 2nd ed. John Wiley & Sons, 2002. I SBN 0-471-41490-5.  

For Capital Budget ing: 

Brealey, Richard A. and Stewart  C. Myers. Pr inciples of Corporate Finance. 8 th ed. McGraw-Hill I rwin.  

For Business Ethics: 

Weiss, Joseph W. Business Ethics:  A Stakeholder and I ssues Managem ent  Approach. 5 th ed. South-Western, 2009.  

I SBN 978-0-324-58973-3 (paperback) .  

Required Softw are 

Microsoft  Excel Spreadsheet   

Recom m ended Text   

Reilly , Frank K., and Edgar A. Norton. I nvestm ents an I nt roduct ion. 8 th ed. South-Western Publishing, 2006.  

I SBN 0-324-28899-9. The 6th edit ion of this text  is also acceptable for those of you who already have it .   

You m ay order textbooks online at  www.cfpbookstore.com , by fax at  800-274-9105, or by telephone at  800-274-9104. 

Students interested in selling their textbooks back to EdMap should click on the following site:  

ht tp: / / edm ap.sellyourbooks.com . 

The Wall St reet  Journal and Barron's.  Students are st rongly encouraged to subscr ibe to the Wall St reet  Journal and 

Barron's,  which can be received at  discounted rates while you are a student . To subscr ibe, please visit  

ht tp: / / wsjstudent .com /  and ht tp: / / barrons.com / student . After you enter your personal data, you will be asked to enter the 

zip code of your school -  enter 802. You can then select  the College for Financial Planning in the School Nam e sect ion. 

After you subm it  the data for that  screen, on the next  screen you will be asked to enter your m ajor, course, and referr ing 

professor (Pasztor) , and professor I D (1111) . 

You can also subscr ibe to The Econom ist ,  which gives you a m ore global v iew of the financial wor ld from  London, at  31%  

of the retail pr ice. Sim ply go to www.econom istacadem ic.com  and enter 3189 as the Faculty I D. 

I V. Course Goals 

W eek 1  

I dent ify the factors responsible for the East  Asian Financial Cr ises and explain the Contagion effect .  

W eek 2  

Recom m end policy prescr ipt ions to avert  specif ic financial cr ises in the future and evaluate I MF’s role dur ing these cr ises. 

W eek 3  

Apply the weighted average cost  of capital (WACC)  and the net  present  value (NPV)  in analyzing a firm ’s capital 

investm ent  opportunit ies. 

W eek 4  

Cont inue with the capital budget ing by com plet ing a case study.  

W eek 5  

Calculate the inputs required for var ious valuat ion m odels and calculate the value of a f irm  using the DDM and Free Cash 

Flow single stage and two stage m odels. 

W eek 6  

Use the relat ive valuat ions m odel to determ ine an appropr iate value of a f irm . 

W eek 7  

Apply investm ent  decision m odels in analyzing equity investm ents. 



W eek 8   

Analyze a case study that  presents an ethical business dilem m a. 

V. Assignm ents  

W eek 1 : 

Weekly Object ive:  I dent ify the factors responsible for the East  Asian Financial Cr ises and explain the Contagion effect .  

Reading Assignm ent :  I nternat ional Econom ics,  chapters 19 and 20 

Case Assignm ent :  Posted in OLS. 

Due Date: By m idnight  Monday of W eek 1 . 

Grade Points:  125  

 

W eek 2 : 

Weekly Object ive:  Recom m end policy prescr ipt ions to avert  specif ic f inancial cr ises in the future and evaluate I MF’s role 

dur ing these cr ises. 

Reading Assignm ent :  I nternat ional Econom ics,  chapters 19 and 20 

Case Assignm ent :  Posted in OLS. 

Due Date: By m idnight  Monday of W eek 2 . 

Grade Points:  125 

 

W eek 3 :  

Weekly Object ive:  Apply the weighted average cost  of capital (WACC)  and the net  present  value (NPV)  in analyzing a f irm ’s 

capital investm ent  opportunit ies.  

Reading Assignm ent :  Principals of Corporate Finance, chapters 5, 6, 9, and 17 

Case Assignm ent :  Posted in OLS. 

Due Date: By m idnight  Monday of W eek 4 . 

 

W eek 4 :   

Weekly Object ive:  Develop an Excel spreadsheet  for a capital budget ing analysis project . 

Case Assignm ent :  Posted in OLS. 

Due Date: By m idnight  Monday of W eek 4 . 

Grade Points:  250  

 

W eek 5 : 

Weekly Object ive:  Calculate the inputs required for var ious valuat ion m odels and calculate the value of a f irm  using the 

DDM and Free Cash Flow single stage and two stage m odels. 

Reading Assignm ent :  I nvestm ent  Valuat ion,  review chapters 8, 11, 12, 13, 15, 17, 18, and 19 

Exam  Assignm ent :  Posted in OLS. 

Due Date: By m idnight  Monday of W eek 5 . 

Grade Points:  125 

 

W eek 6 : 

Weekly Object ive:  Use relat ive valuat ions m odel to determ ine an appropr iate value of a f irm . 

Reading Assignm ent :  I nvestm ent  Valuat ion,  review chapters 8, 11, 12, 13, 15, 17, 18, and 19  

Exam  Assignm ent :  Posted in OLS. 



Due Date: By m idnight  Monday of W eek 6 . 

Grade Points:  125 

 

W eek 7 : 

Weekly Object ive:  To apply equity valuat ion m odels in analyzing investm ents. 

Use the equity valuat ion m odels to determ ine an appropr iate value of a stock under var ious scenarios. 

Reading Assignm ent :  “Pr inciples of Corporate Finance,”  Richard A. Brealey and Stewart  C. Myers, Chapter 9 

Case Assignm ent :  Posted in OLS. 

Due Date: By m idnight  Monday of W eek 7 . 

Grade Points:  125  

 

W eek 8 : 

Weekly Object ive:  Analyze a case study that  presents an ethical business dilem m a.  

Reading Assignm ent :  “Business Ethics:  A Stakeholder and I ssues Managem ent  Approach”   

Case Assignm ent :  Posted in OLS. 

Due Date: By m idnight  Monday of W eek 8 . 

Grade Points:  125 


