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Section 67 of the Australian Constitution enables 

the Parliament to make laws for the appointment 

and removal of civil servants. A person may 

provide services to the Commonwealth in various 

capacities – for example, independent contractor or 

statutory office holder – but it is the Public Service 

Act 1999 that primarily governs the engagement 

of employees of the Commonwealth. The Act 

also establishes the core terms and conditions of 

Australian Public Service employment and imposes 

key duties and obligations on all APS employees and 

Agency Heads.

The employment lawyers from AGS have prepared 

an Overview to this pocket edition to give context 

and explanation to the Act and guide your 

interpretation and understanding of it.
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