
OREGON CITY HISTORIC RESOURCE SURVEY FORM

Street Address: 903 VAN BUREN ST City: OREGON CITY

USGS Quad Name: Oregon City

Tow nship: 02S Range: 02E Section: 32 Tax Lot #: 4600

Date of Construction:

c. 1895

Historic Name:

Howell, E.E., House

*Current Name or Use:

Domestic - single dwelling

Associated Archaeological Site:

Unknown

Plan Type/Shape: Complex Number of Stories: 1.5

Foundation Material: Concrete Structural Framing: Unknown

Roof Type/Material: Cross gable / Composition shingle

Exterior Surface Materials Primary: Asbestos shingle Secondary: Wood shingle Decorative:

Window  Type/Material: 1/1 wood double-hung

Exterior Alterations or 

Additions/Approximate Date:

Much altered: brackets, colonnettes, decorative jigsawn balustrade removed; Some windows removed; 

Siding covered; Cresting removed

Historic Use or Function:

Domestic - single dwelling

Latitude: 45 21 19 N Longitude: 122 35 51 W

Moved? No

Number and Type of Associated Resources: Garage to north   (1)

Grouping or Cluster Name:

NA

Architectural Classif ication(s): Queen Anne Cottage / Vernacular

GPS

Integrity: Fair Condition: Fair Local Ranking: Designated Historic Site

Potentially Eligible:

Not Eligible:

National Register Listed? No

Description of Physical and Landscape Features:

This large house sits under a complex gable roof that features enclosed eaves and decorative imbrication in the gable ends.  A frieze separates 
this shinglew ork from the asbestos ceramic shingles that cover the f irst f loor level of  the house.  A porch is set on the southeast corner of  the 

house, and has been enclosed by corrugated f iberglass panels.  Just north of the porch, the f irst f loor is shaped into an octagonal bay under the 
gable end, w ith the gable eaves cantilevered out over the f loor below .  The w indow s in the house are typically 1/1 double-hung w ood sash w ith 
narrow  decorative trim at the f irst f loor level and w ide plain surrounds at the gable end w indow s.  

A c. 1950 garage has been added to this property just to the north of the house.

Statement of Signif icance:

Eury E. How ell bought this property in 1891, and lived in the house from the time of its construction in 1895.  How ell w as born in Arkansas in 

1861, and his w ife Fannie w as born in Oregon in 1872.  The How ell's had tw o children by 1900, w hen he w as a driver for the Oregon City Woolen 
Mills.  Although it is not conf irmed, it is believed that E.E. How ell w as one of the children of pioneer Squire Davis How ell, an early Oregon pioneer 
and physician.  Other children of Squire and Martha How ell include Edw ard McLinn How ell of  Oregon City, Mary A. How ell of  Oregon City, and 

Chambers T. How ell of  Oregon City and later Gladstone.  The house remained in the How ell family until 1913.  Follow ing this sale, the house 
changed hands many times until 1936, w hen George and Bertha Boettcher bought the property.  The Boettcher's lived in the house during their 
term of ow nership.  George w orked for the Haw ley Pulp and Paper Company, but by 1958 Bertha w as a w idow .  Bertha w orked for the Portland 

Woolen Mills, and later married Aaron Winegar, a w elder for Crow n Zellerbach.  Bertha and Aaron Winegar ow ned and occupied the house 
through the remainder of the historic period and into the mid-1980s.

Map #: 22E32BC

Reversible/Potentially eligible individually or in district

Irretrievable loss of integrity

Intact but lacks distinction

Not 50 years old

Individually     or As a contributing resource in a district

Reversible/Ineligible as it lacks distinction

Altered (choose one):

Block: 167 Lot: 3, 4
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