
NOMINATION OF HISTORIC BUILDING, STRUCTURE, SITE, OR OBJECT 
PHILADELPHIA REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PHILADELPHIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
SUBMIT ALL ATTACHED MATERIALS ON PAPER AND IN ELECTRONIC FORM ON CD (MS WORD FORMAT) 

 

 
1. ADDRESS OF HISTORIC RESOURCE (must comply with an Office of Property Assessment address) 

  Street address:  6128-32 Ridge Avenue 

  Postal code:     19128    Councilmanic District: 4 

 

 
 2. NAME OF HISTORIC RESOURCE 

  Historic Name: The Roxborough Trust Company. 

  Common Name:   First Pennsylvania Bank.  

 

 
3. TYPE OF HISTORIC RESOURCE 

  X Building   Structure   Site   Object 

 

 
4. PROPERTY INFORMATION 

  Condition: X excellent  good  fair   poor  ruins 

  Occupancy:  occupied X vacant  under construction   unknown 

  Current use:   None. 

 

 
5. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Please attach a plot plan and written description of the boundary.  SEE ATTCHED SHEET. 

 

 
6. DESCRIPTION    SEE ATTACHED SHEET. 

Please attach a description of the historic resource and supplement with current photographs. 

 

7. SIGNIFICANCE 

Please attach the Statement of Significance.  [See Attached Sheet] 

Period of Significance (from year to year): from   1918 to 1932 

  Date(s) of construction and/or alteration:    1924 

  Architect, engineer, and/or designer:    Heacock & Hokanson, architects. 

  Builder, contractor, and/or artisan:    Fred. A. Havens, contractor. 

  Original owner:      Roxborough Trust Company 

 Other significant persons:     None. 



CRITERIA FOR DESIGNATION: 

The historic resource satisfies the following criteria for designation (check all that apply): 
X (a) Has significant character, interest or value as part of the development, heritage or cultural 

characteristics of the City, Commonwealth or Nation or is associated with the life of a person 
significant in the past; or, 

 (b) Is associated with an event of importance to the history of the City, Commonwealth or Nation; 
or 

X (c) Reflects the environment in an era characterized by a distinctive architectural style; or, 
X (d) Embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style or engineering specimen; or, 
 (e) Is the work of a designer, architect, landscape architect or designer, or engineer whose work 

has significantly influenced the historical, architectural, economic, social, or cultural development of 
the City, Commonwealth or Nation; or, 

 (f) Contains elements of design, detail, materials or craftsmanship which represent a significant 
innovation; or, 

 (g) Is part of or related to a square, park or other distinctive area which should be preserved 
according to an historic, cultural or architectural motif; or, 

 (h) Owing to its unique location or singular physical characteristic, represents an established and 
familiar visual feature of the neighborhood, community or City; or, 

 (i) Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in pre-history or history; or 
X (j) Exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social or historical heritage of the community. 

 

 
8. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

  Please attach a bibliography.    SEE ATTACHED SHEET. 

 

 
9. NOMINATOR 
 

 Name with Title           John Charles Manton, Email    jcmanton@verizon.net 

 Organization          Research-Historian [21st Ward]  Date    10 February 2016. 

 Street Address     8612 Lykens Lane  Telephone     (215) 482-6047 

 City, State, and Postal Code  Philadelphia, PA 19128-1108 

 Nominators  are X are not the property owners. 

 

PHC USE ONLY 

Date of Receipt:_______________________________________________________________________ 

 Correct-Complete  Incorrect-Incomplete  Date:_________________________________ 

Date of Notice Issuance:_________________________________________________________________ 

Property Owner at Time of Notice 

 Name:_________________________________________________________________________ 

 Address:_______________________________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 City:_______________________________________ State:____ Postal Code:_________ 

Date(s) Reviewed by the Committee on Historic Designation:____________________________________ 

Date(s) Reviewed by the Historical Commission:______________________________________________ 

Date of Final Action:____________________________________________________________________ 

  Designated   Rejected             4/11/13 
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                                                                                    Photo courtesy of Oscar Beisert, 2015.            
 

The Roxborough Trust Co. Building, 1924. 
 

6128-32 Ridge Avenue. 
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5 – BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: 

 

 
 

ALL THAT CERTAIN LOT OR PIECE OF GROUND with the buildings and 
improvements thereon erected, SITUATE in the Twenty-first Ward of the City of 
Philadelphia, and bounded and described according to a certain plan or survey thereof made 
by John T. Campbell, Esq., Surveyor and Regulator of the Ninth Survey District, on 
January 24, 1939, as follows, to wit:  
 
BEGINNING at a point formed by the intersection of the Southwesterly side of Ridge 
Avenue (sixty feet wide) with the Northwesterly side of Green Lane (fifty feet wide) thence 
extending along the Northwest side of Green Lane South fifty-two degrees forth-four 
minutes twenty-five seconds West one hundred eighteen feet two and one-half inches to a 
point, thence extending North thirty-seven degrees fifteen minutes thirty-five seconds West 
sixty-one feet four and three-eighths inches to a point; thence extending North fifty-one 
degrees twenty-eight minutes fifty-five seconds East, partly through the centre of a brick 
party wall one hundred twenty feet eight and one-eighth inches to a point in the 
Southwesterly side of Ridge Avenue aforesaid and thence extending South thirty-five 
degrees four minutes thirty-five seconds East along the said Southwesterly side of said Ridge 
Avenue sixty-four feet and five-eighths inches to the Northwesterly side of Green Lane, the 
point and place of beginning. 
 
BEING known as 6128-32 Ridge Avenue. 
 
☛   From the Special Warranty Deed (2011) No. 52381883, which is the last deed of record.
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6 PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION – (Architectural): 
 
The Roxborough Trust Company building was constructed in 1924 on a 

design of the architectural firm of Heacock & Hokanson (fl. 1899-1937).
1
  

Their design in the Neoclassical style as interpreted by the Ecole de Beaux-

Arts, is less embellished with ornamentation because it was designed as a 

late interpretation of the Beaux-Arts style, a time when architects were 

beginning to feel the pressure to modernize their designs by simplifying and 

flattening the complexity and movement of the Beaux-Arts.  Banks of this 

era were designed to give the impression of security with their massive walls 

and heavy bronze doors, thus creating the illusion that one’s money was 
absolutely safe.  Unfortunately, this train of thought failed to consider the 

possibility of a stock market crash.  

 

East Facade: 

 

 
 

Figure 1 - The East Facade.                                                                Photo courtesy of Oscar Beisert, 2016. 

 

The Eastern façade is two and one half stories in height and one bay wide.  It 

is a building of smooth-faced coursed limestone with little embellishment 

other than that of the cornice. There is a four-foot high pink polished granite 

base that encircles three-fourths of the building’s foundation.  
 

                                                        
1 Application For Erection of New Buildings, Permit No. 1970.  Dated March 3, 1924. 
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Figure 2 - Detail of the base, 2016.                                         Photos courtesy of Oscar Beisert, 2016. 

At the centre of the Eastern facade is a tall Romanesque arch within which is a 

pedimented door flanked by two pilasters crowned with modified Corinthian capitals.  

The door’s lintel has a cornice with dentils surmounted with a circular motif that once 

contained a clock supported with architrave trim.  Above this is a Romanesque arch 

transom that once contained a window presumably of leaded coloured glass that has since 

been sealed up.  There are two bronze sidelights flanking the door stylized in a Greek key 

pattern. 

 

         
 
Figure 3 – Close-up of the fanlight and Romanesque arch transom.    Photos courtesy of Oscar  

      Beisert,  
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A roof cornice with dentils beneath a parapet, encircles the entire building 

having a flat roof.   

 

South Facade: 

 

 
 

Figure 4 - The South facade along Green Lane.    Photo courtesy of Oscar Beisert, 2016. 

The South facade forms the side of the building along Green Lane.  It rises 

to a height of two and one half stories and is seven bays wide.  The facade is 

of smooth-faced coursed limestone.  There is a four-foot high base of pink 

polished granite below a limestone water table at the foundation, and a 

modern ramp leads to an altered opening at the east end.  Above the altered 

opening in the easternmost bay is a single window opening filled with a 

modern metal window.  Central to this facade are five large bays surmounted 

with Romanesque arches. The dark-tinted windows in bronze-coloured metal 

frames that fill the openings do not appear to be original to the building.  

These windows are surmounted by metal infill panels painted to give the 

appearance of bronze.  The western bay features tripartite windows with 

wide centre openings flanked by narrow openings.  A cornice with dentils is 

just beneath a parapet.  (SEE figure 4 above.) 
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West Facade: 
 

    
 

Figure 5 - The West facade from different angles.  This is the rear of the building. 

 

The Western facade forms the rear of the building rising to a height of two 

and one half stories having a width of four bays.  Beyond the chimney the 

facade changes from smooth-faced limestone to beige-coloured brick. The 

bays contain two metal casement windows that open outward and have two 

by four panes of glass each.  Those bays in the aforementioned brick area 

have limestone sills.  
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North Facade: 

 

 
 

Figure 6 - The North facade showing the walled-up bays.  Photo courtesy of Oscar Beisert, 2016. 

 

The Northern facade rises to a height of two and one half stories and is six 

bays wide.  Two projecting pavilions extend at each end of this facade.   

Beyond the first projecting pavilion the facade’s smooth-faced limestone 

fabric changes to beige-coloured brick.  Central to this facade are five large 

Romanesque arched bays that have been infilled presumably in the interest 

of security.  Each projecting pavilion contains an upper and lower bay of 

single-width window openings with non-historic metal windows.  The four-

foot high polished pink granite base stops, leaving the rest of the foundation 

in beige-coloured brick.  (SEE figure 6 above.)  A cornice beneath the 

parapet is plain compared with the other three facades.  An excavated  

stairway leads down to a cellar door of the building.  (SEE figure 7 below.) 
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Figure 7 - The excavated stairway cellar entrance on the North facade.  Viewed from the Ridge   

     Avenue sidewalk, 2016. 

 

7 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 

 
Under criterion “A” The Roxborough Trust Company building has 

significant character, interest or value as part of the development, heritage or 

cultural characteristics of Roxborough.  Prior to the Great Depression of the 

early 1930s, banks in the city of Philadelphia were not as numerous as they 

are today, due primarily to their separate and unique incorporation. The 

Roxborough Trust Company had no other branches in the city and served 
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primarily the inhabitants of Roxborough.  Manayunk had two banks: the 

Manayunk Trust Company and the Manayunk National Bank._  These two  

Manayunk banks, like the Roxborough Trust Company, served the 

inhabitants and businessmen of Manayunk without any other branches 

existing in the city.  These banks were the base of the local economy that 

transacted the financial business of the numerous local mills, churches, and 

individual residents. Holding stock certificates on its own assets, church 

endowment funds, mill payroll accounts, mortgages on local institutions and 

private residences, as well as the many accounts used to operate both home 

and industry, the Roxborough Trust Company was at the very heart of the 

community that surrounded its building until the rise of multi-branched 

banking corporations after the World War II (1939-45). 

 

The Roxborough Trust Company was organised and chartered under State 

law in March 1918.  This new banking corporation secured the former hall 

of the Patriotic Order of the Sons of America at the northwest corner of 

Ridge Avenue and Green Lane and substantially altered the building for 

bank use.   In less than seven years the bank had prospered and decided to 

build a larger building. Employing the Philadelphia architectural firm of 

Heacock & Hokanson in 1924, who designed a scaled-down version of the 

Beau Arts style of architecture, a style that flourished from 1890-1920.  It is 

a late example of the Beaux Arts, in a time when architects were feeling 

pressure to modernise their designs by simplifying details and flattening the 

planes of the buildings.  After an existence of slightly more than a decade, 

came the stock market crash that launched the Great Depression.  What 

occurred in October 1929 did not filter down to the local banks until 1931.  

Although the Roxborough Trust Company was solvent, general fear in the 

public sector led to a run on its assets.  Edward C. Snyder, Jr., secretary of 

the bank issued this statement: 

 

“At a special meeting of the Board of Directors of the Roxborough 
Trust Co., held October 13, 1931, it was resolved that owing to the 

hysteria of the public and the unusual amount of withdrawals and 

notices of withdrawals in the past few days that the Board of 

Directors have decided to close the Roxborough Trust Co. to 

protect its depositors.  The officers and directors believe the bank is 

solvent and that such is the opinion of the State Banking 

Department, but owing to the present conditions the directors deem  
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it advisable to suspend payments and further that the best interests 

of the depositors and creditors would be served by placing the 

Roxborough Trust Co. in the possession of the Banking Department 

of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.”2_ 

 

Resolving this financial crisis continued well into August 1945 before the 

last of its assets was released to the depositors.  In the meantime, the Erie 

National Bank of Philadelphia secured title to the premises in 1939.
3_  Seven 

years later (1946) the bank building was again sold the Pennsylvania 

Company, later known as the First Pennsylvania Bank & Trust Co. which 

occupied the building for the next sixteen years.
4
 From 1962 onward, the 

building was rented to several banks. It has been vacant since 2011.
5
 

 

Under criteria “C” and “D” - The Roxborough Trust Company building 

embodies distinctive characteristics of the Beaux Arts architectural style, 

which was used broadly for the design of civic buildings between 1885 and 

1930. Beaux Arts architecture was well established in Philadelphia and 

nationwide as a result of the influence of the 1893 World’s Columbian 
exposition in Chicago, which looked back for inspiration to classical 

architecture to create impressive, but familiar aesthetic forms that spoke to 

stability and permanence, as well as trust. For this reason, the Beaux Arts 

style was particularly popular for use in public/institutional buildings such as 

banks, libraries, courthouses, and schools. By the early years of the twentieth 

century, a more diverse interpretation of neoclassical design had given way 

to a more exacting study and duplication of buildings designed for financial 

institutions. Overall designs emphasized the planar qualities of 

neoclassicism, rather than sculptural volumes. Elements such as façade 

symmetry, pedimented-entrances, projections and recessions, sculptural bas-

reliefs of a flatter form and scale, friezes, tablets, and panels were 

incorporated into the designs. Constructed at the later end of the Beaux Arts 

period, the design of the Roxborough Trust Company is a more simplified, 

modern interpretation of the Beaux Arts style, but still maintains many of the 

distinctive characteristics of the style. Characteristics of this architectural 

style exhibited on The Roxborough Trust Company building include: a 

symmetrical façade; flat roof; defined and elevated base; a hierarchy of 

spaces— from noble spaces with grand entrances to utilitarian ones; arched 

                                                        
2 The Evening Bulletin (October 13, 1931) – newspaper clipping from the Special Collections 

Department of Paley Library, Temple University, 
3 Deed. (1939) DWH:666;21 
4 Deed. (1946) CJP:1529;545 
5 Deed. (1962)CAB:2016;468 
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windows; arched and pedimented doors; classical details such as balustrades, 

pilasters, garlands, cartouches, acroteria, with a prominent display of richly 

detailed clasps (agrafes), brackets and supporting consoles. 
 

Architects Heacock & Hokanson were familiar with the Beaux Arts style, 

employing it in the design of other bank building commissions, including the 

Mutual Trust Company building (1900), at 4
th
 and Market Streets, [now 

demolished], and the Jenkintown National Bank (1910). J. Linden Heacock 

and Oscar M. Hokanson formed the Philadelphia-based architectural firm of 

Heacock & Hokanson about 1899 and survived to about 1937. Very little 

has been published concerning this firm other than a list of the buildings 

they are known to have designed.  The firm designed a number of 

residences, including those for developer William T. B. Roberts.  The Obert 

House (1916) at 7220 Ridge Avenue, a Tudor Revival residence is the only 

other building of their design in Roxborough.
6
  They also undertook 

considerable school designs, perhaps encouraged by Heacock’s position as 
trustee with both the Friends’ Central School and the Elwyn Training School 

at Media, Pa.  When other Philadelphia firms faltered during the Great 

Depression, Heacock & Hokanson continued to design schools for suburban 

school districts such as Abington, Haverford, Yeadon, and Buckingham.
7
 

 

Under criterion “J” - The Roxborough Trust Company building 

exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social or historical heritage of 

the Roxborough community. Banks, like churches and schools, are the 

mainstays of any given community. The Roxborough Trust Company 

building is more than a bank building, it is a prominent local landmark 

familiar to many passersby and symbolises an era in American history when 

the local population experienced the foremost financial depression to occur 

since the 1890s. This bank building is a monument to past severe economic 

suffering of the inhabitants of the Roxborough-Manayunk region.  There are 

still residents living in Roxborough who can remember how parents or 

grandparents told them of lost lifesavings, homes, and a sense of community 

pride and security.  It was an era of economic collapse and dashed hopes. 

 

The Roxborough Trust Company building is as much a part of Roxborough’s  

historic past as Independence Hall is a part of this city and the nation that  

 

 

                                                        
6 The American Contractor.  Vol. 31,  (August 27, 1916),  p. 22. 
7  Tatman, Sandra L.: Philadelphia Architects and Buildings.  Philadelphia : The Athenaeum of 

Philadelphia, 2016.  [A website.] 
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was born within it.  The only counterpart to the Roxborough Trust Company 

building was Lyceum Hall, now demolished along with four of Roxborough-

Manayunk’s five 19th century public schools.  The Roxborough Trust 

Company building is one of the last and major public buildings to survive in 

this region of the city and a local landmark along a major roadway.  
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PHOTOGRAPHS: 

 

 
 

Figure 8 - View of the main entrance on the East facade.  – Courtesy of Oscar Beisert, 2016. 

 
 

Figure 9 - Detail view of the East facade.                                  Photo courtesy of Oscar Beisert, 2016.
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Figure 10 - Close-up of the Northeast corner.                           Photo courtesy of Oscar Beisert, 2016. 
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Figure 11 - View of the South face.  The ends of the building omitted here.        Courtesy of Oscar 

        Beisert. 
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Figure 12 - Two views from the Southeast.                             Photos courtesy of Oscar Beisert, 2016. 
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Figure 13 - Hall of the Patriotic Order of the Sons of America built in 1906, which the Roxborough Trust 

Company had purchased and renovated into a bank in 1918.  This building was demolished in 1924 to 

make way for the present bank building on the site today. 

 

 
                                                                                                    Photo courtesy of the Philadelphia City Archives. 

 
Figure 14 - A view of the bank’s East facade from the East on E. Green Lane in 1955.    
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Other Banks Designed by Heacock & Hokanson. 

 

 

 
 

Figure 15 - The Kensington Trust Company Building, 861 Allegheny Avenue, ca. 1920. 
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Figure 16 - Mutual Trust Co. Building SE cor. 4th & Market, 1920.  Now demolished. 
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Figure 17 - Jenkintown National Bank building, Old York Road, 1907.  Now demolished. 
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“The House that Beer Built.” 
 

 

 
 

Figure 18 - The Obert House (1916) at 7220 Ridge Avenue, was once the residence 

of Mary Obert, heiress to the Liebert & Obert Brewery in Manayunk.  Mrs. Obert 

commissioned Heacock & Hokanson to design an English cottage using the profits 

from her brewery.  Their design in a Tudor Revival architectural style is seen above.  

The house served as the Miller Funeral Home from 1960 to 2005.   It was converted 

into eight condominiums in 2010.  A garage for three motor vehicles with chauffeur’s residence above, built at the same time as the house, was demolished 
about 2010 to make way for the prefab housing seen here just beyond the porte-

cochere on the right.  
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_______________________________________________________ 
MAPS: 
 

 
Figure 19 - Sanborn Insurance Map, 1950 - Sheet #00542. 
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Figure 20 - Sanborn Insurance Map, 1923 - Sheet #00529. 
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Figure 21 - Elvino V. Smith, 1911, Ward 21 - Plate No. 15. 
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Figure 22 - G. W. Bromley, Philadelphia, 1910 [City Wide Atlas] - Plate No. 33.  - 

  The site of bank is to left of Lang St. 
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Figure 23 - G. W. Bromley - Philadelphia, 1895 [City Wide Atlas] - Plate No. 33. 
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Figure 24 - Baist's Cadastral Map of Philadelphia, 1895 - Plate No. 39. 
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Figure 25 - G. W. Bromley - Philadelphia 1892, Vol. 12, Ward 21 - Plate No. 6. 
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Figure 26 - G. M. Hopkins: Philadelphia 1884, Wards 21 & 28. - Plate no. 16. 
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Figure 27 - G. M. Hopkins: Philadelphia - Vol. 2 - Wards 21 & 28 - Plate "B". 
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BUILDING PERMITS: 
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_______________________________________________________ 
NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS: 
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_______________________________________________________ 
MISCILANIOUS: 
 

 
 

Figure 28 - This is a 1927 colour facsimile of a stock certificate for eighty 

shares in the Roxborough Trust Company. 
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