INTRODUCTION
TO
ENVIRONMENTAL
JUSTICE

Training by the Asian Pacific
Environmental Ne twork

De sc rip tio n:

Environmentaljustice (EJ) startsat home and this training ismeantto be a basic introduction to the
conceptsand language of envimnmentaljustice, and how ourhome envionmentisa key
componentofachieving environme ntaljustic e in o urc o mmunitie s. This training ncorporates
games, large and smallgroup disc ussions.

Goal
1. Basic introduction to EJconceptsand language.
2. Identify the connection between a healthy home envimnment and EJ.
3. Explore the connection between current community ¢c onc e ms with EJ.

Tme: 2.5 hours

Facilitatortips:
kisimportantin any training to know youraudience. Knowing who yourparticipantsare ahead of

time, theirlanguage needs, community history, gender, etc., wilhelp you tailorthe training to best

suit youraudience and make the training more effective. Otherpreparation includes drawing a
house and spiral(see below) on Easelpaperforsmallgroups, cutting out magazine imagesofpolluting points
forthe collage exercise, and adding cultural/community appropriate que stions forthe Enviro nme ntal Justic e
Game.

ii Ma te rials:

O EaselPaper O Candy
O Markers, crayons, pens O Signin sheet
Q Postits QO Evaluation questionnaire
O Jeopardygame:questions & answers O APEN info, busine ss cards, ne wsle tte rs,
O Imagesforthe collage —cutfrom buttons, postcands, etc.
magazines O PrnciplesofEnvironmentalJustic e
O Thpe,masking & transparent
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Setup: Room should have plenty of wallspace to hang easelpaper. Patticipants should be able to
sitin a semi-circle, and wilneed to be able to move chairs form smallgroups. Finterpretation is
required, make sure thatthe mom isbig enough to accommodate the extra people and the extra

noise.
Agenda:
Agenda Matenrals |Iength Time

1. Intro to training 10

2. ke-breaker 10

3. Brainstorm 15

4. Game 25

5. Break 10

6. Smallgroup ac tivity 25

7. Report-back 20

8. large group activity 20

9. Summary -recap 5

10.Evaluation 10

Session & Methodology materals length time
1. INIRO TO TRAINING 5

“Hi, my name is ________ ,and Iam going to be yourfacilitatortoday for this
training on environmental justice. Iwant to thank everyone forcoming, itis
so wonderful that you allhave chosen to take time from yourday to leam
more about environmental justice.”

“Before we getstarted Iwant to tell you what we are going to do today.
Environmental justice starts athome and this training is meant to be a basic
introduc tion to the concepts and language of environmental justice, and
how ourhome environmentis a key component of achieving environmental
justic e in our communities.”

Go overthe agenda, askforany questions, and remind people thatthey
are encouraged to stop and askquestionsatany point during the training.

2. ICE-BREAKER - MEMORY NAME GAME (forexample) 10

“Getinto a circle; we need 1 person who has a good memory to volunteer
to go last. So someone will start by saying theirname and the next person
will say theirown name and the name/s of the person/ people in front them,
the last person will say there name and everyone else’s name in order.”

3. BRAINSIORM - WHATIS ENVIRO NMENTAL JUSTIC E? ¢ Grenand 15
blue post-
Green post-it forenvimnment, blue forjustice. Everyone writes 1 word that its

comesto mind when they think/hearthe word environme nt/justic e .
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Everyone poststheirwords and shares with the group. e Fasel

paper
“So when we put the 2 words togetherwhatdoes it mean?”
e tape
Take severalvolunteersto answer, and write them up on the board. When
there are no more volunteers, ¢ Markers
“You’re all right, these are great answers.”
“They way that APEN summarizes environmental justice is, “We allhave a
rightto a clean and safe environment where we live, woik, play and go to
school”
4. GAME e Game 25
questions
“Now we’re going to play a game to leam about toxics, housing and the
c ommunity.” e candy
“Split into 2 groups, pick a name foryourgroup and choose a numberfrom
1-10 to detetmine which group goes first.”
“Rules: The group that picks the question has 30 seconds to answer. If the
answeris incomectthen the otherteam getsa chance to answer. Forevery
comectanswer, the group receives one piece of candy. The last two
questions are worth 5. The group with the most candy at the end wins.”
5. BREAK 10
6. SMAILGROUP ACTIVIIY -mapping ac tivity of in-home and e EaselPaper 25
community problems with house
and spiral
“Environmental injustice is a web ofissues thatare allrelated to an drawn on
unhe althy environment “where we live, work and play.” In this exercise we eachone.
are going to create a picture of that web starting with ourown homes.”
e Imagesfor
Split the group into groupsof3 the collage
“In oursmall groups we are going to create a collage on thismap ofour ¢ Glue sticks
home and community. Each group has some images cutout from
magazines, choose the images thatreflectthe unhealthy c onditions you e markers

find in yourhome and community and glue them to the appropriate places
to create a collage. Start in the middle with the home, then glue images
along the spiral around the home.
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Kyou would like to add something thatdescribes yourhome orcommunity
thatis notin the cutoutimages, you can write yourown words ordraw your
own pictures. Choose one person to report back to the largergroup. You
have 25 minutes.”

7. Report-back .

Give each group 3 minutesto report-backon theircollage. Thke questions
from the others groupsthen ask, while taking notesso everyone can see... .

“What were the similarities between the different collages? What were some
of the differences? Was there anything that surprised you about this
exercise? Are there any othercomments?”

8. TARGEGROUP ACTIVITY .
Have everyone stand in a circle.

“Now that we have talked abouta lotofthe environmental health hazards
in ourhomes and community, we are going to have a discussion about the
kind ofhealthy home and community environment that we really want
where we live, woik, and play”

“Pm going to go start by saying one thing thatIwould like see orto change
about my environment. Then, while I continue to hold one end, Iam going to
toss this ball of string to someone else and it willbe theirtum to say

some thing, and toss the ball to someone else.”

When the last person has finished,

“This exercise shows that we are allconnected. When one ofus experiences
an unhealthy environment, we alldo. When one person decides to make a
change, its affects everyone. And when we work together, we can make
truly powerful change.”

9. SUMMARY - RECAP
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10. EVAIUATION e Fasel
paper
Write up two columnson the easelpaperand ask,

e markers
“What worked” about the training and what“could be improved” forne xt
time?

Be sure to thankeveryone fortheirtime, make sure they know how to getin
touc h with you if they have furthe r que stions.
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C URRIC ULUM: ENVIRO NMENTALJUSTIC E
Environmental Justice Game - Questions forthe Facilitator

Toxics

1. Richmond ishome to how many small & large polluting ind ustrie s (like oilre fineries, chemical
companies, etc.)?

a) lessthan 10
b) about50
¢) over350

2. Who lives closest to ind ustrial site s in Ric hmond?

a) the people who own the industrie s
b) poorpeople & people ofcolor
c¢)no one, it’'s allind ustrial site s

3. The mostimportantfactorin locating waste site s (like inc inerators, landfils, o therdumps) in the Unite d
Sta te s is?

a) religion

b) age

c) colorofyourskin (According to the study Toxic Waste & Race in the US Race isthe numberl factor
associated with location of hazardous waste .)

d) how much you make

Housing
4. In Richmond, whatpercentage ofthe people there are renters?

a) 40%
b) 49%
Cc) 52% (More than half, but c urre ntly there are no lawsthat protect re nters)

5. fa house isconsidered Affordable H, how much in percentage should a family’sincome go towards
paying forit?

a) 30% (Mostofthe people inourcommunity pay overhalfoftheirincome to housing.)
b) 45%
c) 50%

6. Ifthere isno Rent Controlordinance in a city & county, by law how much can a landlord raise rentin a
year?

a) $150

b) $200

c¢) No lmit (There isno imit because there isno law. That’s why c ure ntly we’re working ona campaign
to passan ordinance to protect renters.)
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Healthy Homes

7. Mostpeople spend an average 0f90% oftheirtime indoors, and there are diseasesthatyou and your
family can be exposed to justby being in yourhouse.Iead poisoning, forexample,can cause leaming
disabilities, behaviorproblems, and otherserioushealth problems, especially in young children. What is
the mostcommon way thatyoucanbe exposed to lead in yourhome?

a) Paint (While paint isthe mostcommon way youcan be exposed, there are many otherpointsof
exposure including water,lead paintin ceramics, children’stoys, and sinple house dust.)

a) water

b) toys

8. Whatpercentage ofrespiratory aiments (ilne sse s like asthma, allergies, otherbreathing problems) are
caused by mdoorpollutans?

a) 81%
b) 94%
c) 62%

9. Txic blackmold found commonly in homescan cause which serioushealth problem?

a) Bith defects

b) Cancer

¢) Iung disease

d) Allofthe above

10. Fyouare a renterand you find lead paint,cockroaches,orblackmold in yourapartmentorhouse,
who islegally responsible forcleaning it up?

a) 'The landlord
b) 'The tenant
¢) 'The lasttenant who lived there before you.

ILaotians

11. Whatpercentofthe 800,000 South East Asian refugees who have settled in the USunder State
Department Pogramsare in Califomia?

a)10%
b)30%
c)40% (Central Califomia hasthe large st population outside of Laos)

12. Whatyeardid the 1t laotian family amive in the US?

a) 1960
b) 1975 (Afterthe end of the Vietnam Warmany Laotian familie s le ft the irhomeland forre fugee camps
to the US.)
c) 1979

13. Significant # of laotiansengage in which actthatcan pose potential health risks?

a) listening to hip hop

b) going to school

c) fishing (Many Iaotians familie s go fishing assource of food, consuming contaminated fish will
cause health risks, e spe cially fish from the Bay because of allthe Toxic s.)
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Principles of Environme ntal Justice

Preamble
WE, THEPEOPIEOFCOIOR, gathered togetherat this multinational People of Color Envinnmental
Ieadership Summit, to begin to build a nationaland intemationalmovementofallpeoplesofcolorto fight
the destruc tion and taking of ourlandsand communities, do hereby re-establish ourspirtual
interdependence to the sacrednessofourMotherEarth; to respectand celebrate each of ourcultures,
languagesand beliefsabout the naturalword and ourmwlesin healing ourselves; to insure environmental
justice; to promote economic allematives which would contrbute to the development of environme ntally
safe livellhoods; and, to secure ourpolitical, economic and culturalliberation thathasbeen denied forover
500 yearsofcolonization and oppression, re sulting in the poisoning of ourcommunities and land and the
genocide ofourpeoples,do affrm and adoptthese Principles ofEnvionmentalJustice:

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Enviro nme ntaljustice affimsthe sacrednessof MotherEarth, ecologicalunity and the interdependence
ofallspecies, and the rightto be free from ecologicaldestruc tion

Envionmentaljustice demandsthatpublic policy be based on mutualrespectand justice forall
peoples, free from any form of discimination orbias.

Environmentaljustice mandatesthe right to ethical balanced and responsible usesofland and
renewable resourcesin the interest of a sustainable planetforhumansand otherliving things.
Envionmentaljustice callsforuniversal protec tion from nucleartesting and the extraction, produc tion
and disposaloftoxic hazardous wastes and poisonsthat threaten the fundamentalrightto clean air,
land, water, and food.

Enviro nme ntaljustic e affimsthe fundamentalrghtto political economic, cultural, and envimnmental
self-determination ofallpeoples.

Envionmentaljustice demandsthe cessation ofthe production ofalltoxins, hazardous wastes, and
radioactive materalsand thatallpastand cumrent producersbe held strictly accountable to the
people fordetoxification and the containment atthe point of produc tion.

Envionmentaljustice demandsthe rightto participate asequalpartnersateverylevelofdecision-
making including needs assessment, planning, mplementation, enforcement and evaluation.
Environmentaljustic e affimsthe nghtofallworkersto a safe and health work e nvironme nt, witho ut
being forced to choose between and unsafe livellhood and unemployment. & also affirms the right of
those who workat home to be flree from envimnmental hazards.

Enviro nmentaljustice protectsthe right of vic tims of environmentalinjustice to receive fullcompensation
and reparationsfordamagesaswellasquality healthcare.

Envionmentaljustice considers govemmentalacts of envimnmentalinjustice a violation ofinte mational
law, the UniversalDeclaration on Human Rights, and the United Nations Convention on Genocide.
Envionmentaljustice must recognize a speciallegaland naturalrelationship of Native Peoplesto the
US. govemment through treaties, agreements, contracts, and covenants affiming sovereignty and seIf-
d e te mina tio n.

Environmentaljustic e affimsthe need forutban and ruralecologicalpoliciesto clean up and rebuid
ourcitiesand ruralareasin balance with nature, honoring the culturalinte grity of allof ourc o mmunitie s,
and providing fairaccessforallto the fulltange of resources.

Environmentaljustice callsforthe strict enforcementofprinciplesofinformed consent, and a halt to the
testing of experimentalreproductive and medicalproceduresand vaccinationson people ofcolor.
Envionmentaljustice opposesthe destructive operation of multinationalc orporations.
Envionmentaljustice opposesmilitary occupation, repression and explotation oflands, peoplesand
cultures, and otherlife forms.

Envionmentaljustice calls forthe education of present and future generations which emphasizes social
and envimnmentalissues, based onourexperience and appreciation ofourdiverse c ultural
perspectives.

Environmentaljustice requires that we, asindividuals, make personaland consumerchoicesto consume
as little of MotherEarth&# 146;sresources and to produce aslittle waste aspossble, and make the
consciousdecision to challenge and repriortize o urlife style s to insure the health ofthe naturalwond for
present and future generations.

Adopted 10/27/91, Fust NationalPeople of ColorEnvimnmentalle adership Summit, Washington D.C.
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