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EVICTIONS 
(a ) EVICTION:  An e vic tio n c a se  is a  la wsuit b ro ug ht to  re c o ve r p o sse ssio n o f re a l p ro p e rty 

und e r Cha p te r 24 o f the  Te xa s Pro p e rty C o d e , o fte n b y a  la nd lo rd  a g a inst a  te na nt.  A 

c la im fo r re nt ma y b e  jo ine d  with a n e vic tio n c a se  if the  a mo unt o f re nt d ue  a nd  

unp a id  is no t mo re  tha n $10,000, inc lud ing  c o sts a nd  a tto rne y fe e s, if a ny.  Evic tio n 

c a se s a re  g o ve rne d  b y Rule s 500-507 a nd  510 o f Pa rt V o f the  Rule s o f C ivil Pro c e d ure .  

To  the  e xte nt o f a ny c o nflic t b e twe e n Rule  510 a nd  the  re st o f Pa rt V, Rule  510 a p p lie s. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: 

APPROPRIATE COURTROOM ATTIRE IS REQUIRED.  All p e rso ns e nte ring  the  c o urtro o m sho uld  b e  

d re sse d  in c lo thing  re a so na b ly b e fitting  the  d ig nity a nd  so le mnity o f the  c o urt p ro c e e d ing s.  

Ce ll p ho ne s a nd  o the r e le c tro nic s must b e  turne d  o ff whe n in the  c o urtro o m.  Fo o d  a nd  

d rink is no t a llo we d  in the  c o urtro o m. 

 

 

 

Dona ld R. Jone s Justic e  Ce nte r, 112 W. Colle g e  St., Ste phe nville , TX 76401 

(254) 965- 1489 – c ivil c le rk    (254) 965- 1400 – fa x 

http:/ / c o .e ra th.tx.us/ jpc ourtste phe nville .html 

http://co.erath.tx.us/jpcourtstephenville.html


SHAWNEE BASS 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE, PRECINCT 1 

 

PLEASE READ CAREFULLY BEFORE FILING THE PETITION 

FOR INFORMATION ON THE RULES OF PRACTICE IN JUSTICE COURTS, PLEASE CONSULT PART V 

OF THE TEXAS RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE, WHICH IS AVAILABLE ONLINE AND AT EACH COURT. 

THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS FURNISHED TO YOU AS A COURTESY OF THE JUSTICE OF THE PEACE OFFICE FOR 

FILING EVICTION SUITS.  THE COURT CANNOT ADVISE YOU WHAT YOU SHOULD DO AND ARE BARRED BY LAW 

FROM GIVING  YOU LEG AL ADVICE.  THE COURT CAN ONLY ANSWER PROCEDURAL QUESTIONS. 

Evic tion suits must be  file d in the  Justic e  Pre c inc t whe re  the  prope rty is loc a te d.  If you a re  unsure , ple a se  

c onta c t the  Era th County Ta x O ffic e  a t 254- 965- 8630.  This is a  suit for you to  re g a in posse ssion of your prope rty 

or to  c ombine  a  suit for re nt with this suit.  Ple a se  print c le a rly. 

• The  pla intiff is the  owne r of the  prope rty; if you a re  a c ting  a s a g e nt, the  owne r is the  pla intiff (not you) 

a nd you should sig n the  pe tition a s the  a g e nt for the  la ndlord (pla intiff).  Ag e nts must provide  a  sig ne d 

nota rize d sta te me nt from the  la ndlord de sig na ting  you a s a g e nt. 

• You must na me  a ll pe rsons tha t sig ne d the  le a se  a s de fe nda nts.  All othe rs living  a t the  prope rty c a n be  

c onside re d “a ll othe r oc c upa nts” (e x: “John Doe  a nd a ll othe r oc c upa nts).  If you na me  more  tha n one  

pe rson, you will be  re quire d to  pa y a  se rvic e  fe e  for e a c h pe rson na me d. 

• Sta te  te na nt’s full a ddre ss, inc luding  a pa rtme nt numbe r (if a pplic a ble ) a nd c ity. 

• In orde r to  prope rly file  this suit, you must ha ve  g ive n the  de fe nda nt(s) a  writte n de ma nd to  va c a te  the  

pre mise s a t le a st 3 da ys prior to  filing  your suit. 

• The  thre e  da y notic e  pe riod c a n be  a  shorte r/ long e r notic e  pe riod if a  writte n a g re e me nt. 

• In orde r to  sue  for a ttorne y fe e s, you must ha ve  g ive n the  te na nt a  10- da y writte n notic e  whic h sta te d 

tha t if the y did not va c a te  by the  11th da y a fte r the  da te  of re c e ipt of the  notic e , you would be  e ntitle d to  

a ttorne y fe e s (if e mployme nt o f c ounse l is ne c e ssa ry a nd ve rifie d). 

• You must a lso  c omple te  the  JUSTICE CO URT CIVIL CASE INFORMATIO N SHEET a nd the  MILITARY 

AFFIDAVIT. 

• If you a re  suing  for pa st due  re nt a nd/ or a ttorne y’s fe e s the  tota l a mount of both a dde d tog e the r c a nnot 

e xc e e d $10,000. 

The  c ost for you to  ha ve  your c a se  file d a nd the  c ita tion se rve d is $116.00 if only one  de fe nda nt.  Se rvic e  fe e  for 

e a c h a dditiona l de fe nda nt will be  $75.00.  This is a  “c ourt c ost” tha t c a n be  inc lude d in the  judg me nt if you win 

your c a se .  If filing  in pe rson the  da y a nd time  of he a ring  will be  writte n on your re c e ipt.  If filing  by ma il, you will 

re c e ive  notic e  of he a ring  by ma il, phone  c a ll, or e - ma il if provide d. 

Evic tions ma y be  dismisse d only in ope n c ourt or by writte n motion.  If the  te na nt va c a te s the  prope rty a nd you 

do not wa nt to  c ome  for the  he a ring  a nd obta in your writte n judg me nt, you must submit a  writte n motion for 

dismissa l so  the  c a se  c a n be  c le a re d from the  c ourt’s doc ke t. 

  



 

PETITION: EVICTION CASE 
CASE NO. (court use only) _____________________      With suit for Rent  COURT DATE: ____________________ 

                                                                                                                    In the Justice Court, Precinct _______, ___________ County, Texas 

PLAINTIFF_______________________________________________ 

                          (Landlord/Property Name)                     Rental Subsidy   (if any)  $          _________________ 

 VS.                                     Tenant’s Portion                        $_________________ 

DEFENDANT(S):__________________________________________   TOTAL MONTHLY RENT            $_________________ 

_______________________________________________________                 

COMPLAINT:  Plaintiff (Landlord) hereby complains of the defendant(s) named above for eviction of plaintiff’s premises (including storerooms and 

parking areas) located in the above precinct.  Address of the property is:                          

 

 

Street Address    Unit No. (If any)   City  State  Zip 

1. SERVICE OF CITATION:  Service is requested on defendants by personal service at home or work or by alternative service as allowed by the 

Texas Justice Court Rules of Court.  Other addresses where the defendant(s) may be served are: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2.          UNPAID RENT AS GROUNDS FOR EVICTION:  Defendant(s) failed to pay rent for the following time period(s): 

__________________________________.   TOTAL DELINQUENT RENT AS OF DATE OF FILING IS:   $____________ 

Plaintiff reserves the right to orally amend the amount at trial to include rent due from the date of filing through the date of trial.   

  

3.           OTHER GROUNDS FOR EVICTION/LEASE VIOLATIONS:  Lease Violations (if other than non-paid rent – list lease violations)  

        ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4.          HOLDOVER AS GROUNDS FOR EVICTION:   Defendant(s) are unlawfully holding over since they failed to vacate at the end of the 

rental term or renewal of extension period, which was the ________________ day of ______________, 20_____.   

 

5. NOTICE TO VACATE:  Plaintiff has given defendant(s) a written notice to vacate (according to Chapter 24.005 of the Texas Property Code) 

and demand for possession.  Such notice was delivered on the _________ day of ______________, 20____  and  delivered by this method: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. ATTORNEY'S FEES: Plaintiff                will be or              will NOT be  seeking applicable attorney's fees.  Attorney's name, address, and phone 

& fax numbers are: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7.          BOND FOR POSSESSION:  If Plaintiff has filed a bond for possession, plaintiff requests (1) that the amount of plaintiff's bond and 

defendant's counter bond be set, (2) that plaintiff's bond be approved by the Court, and (3) that proper notices as required by the Texas 

Justice Court Rules are given to Defendant(s). 

 

REQUEST FOR JUDGMENT: Plaintiff prays that defendant(s) be served with citation and that plaintiff have judgment against defendant(s) 

for: possession of premises, including removal of defendants and defendants’ possessions from the premises, unpaid rent IF set forth 

above, attorney’s fees, court costs, and interest on the above sums at the rate stated in the rental contract, or if not so stated, at the 

statutory rate for judgments under Civil Statutes Article 5069-1.05. 

                   

       I give my consent for the answer and any other motions or pleadings to be sent to my email address which is:      

            _____________________________________________________________________________________.       

__________________________________________   _________________________________________ 

Petitioner's Printed Name      Signature of Plaintiff (Landlord/Property Owner) or Agent 

        ________ __________________________________________ 

DEFENDANT(S) INFORMATION (if known):    Address of Plaintiff (Landlord/Property Owner) or Agent 

DATE OF BIRTH:_________________________________  __________________________________________________ 

*LAST 3 NUMBERS OF DRIVER LICENSE:______________  City   State   Zip 

*LAST 3 NUMBERS OF SOCIAL SECURITY:_____________  ____________________________________________________ 

         DEFENDANT’S PHONE NUMBER:____________________  Phone & Fax No. of Plaintiff (Landlord/Property Owner)or agent 

 

     Sworn to and subscribed before me this _______ day of _____________________, 20_____. 

 

               

        ____________________________________________________ 

 JP Evict Petn.  Rev. /2013       CLERK OF THE JUSTICE COURT OR NOTARY 

  



______________________________________________________________________________ 

Instructions: The Servicemembers Civil Relief Act applies to a civil proceeding in the Justice Courts. Before entering a default judgment against an individual 
defendant, the plaintiff must file with the court an affidavit stating whether or not the defendant is in the military service, showing necessary facts to support the 
affidavit, or stating that the plaintiff is unable to determine whether or not the defendant is in military service, if that is the case. The requirement for an affidavit may be 
satisfied by a written, signed document declared to be true under penalty of perjury. If it appears that the defendant is in military service, the court may not enter a 
judgment until after the court appoints an attorney to represent the defendant. If the court is unable to determine if the defendant is in military service, the court may 
require plaintiff to file a bond in an amount approved by the court.  
A person who makes or uses an affidavit under this Act knowing it to be false, may be fined or imprisoned or both. 50 U.S.C. App. 501 et seq.  
To obtain certificates of service or non-service under the Servicemembers' Civil Relief Act, you may access the public website: 
https://www.dmdc.osd.mil/appj/scra/scraHome.do. This website will provide the current active military status of an individual.  
 

Military Status Affidavit 

 
Case No. ____________________________        §    In the Justice Court of  

      §      
Plaintiff : ____________________________       §  
vs.             §   Erath County, Texas  

      §      
Defendant: ___________________________       §    Precinct 1, Place 1 
 
 
BEFORE ME, on this day personally appeared, ____________________________________________________,  
who, under penalty of perjury, stated that the following facts are true:  
I am the  Plaintiff  attorney of record for the Plaintiff in this proceeding.  
 
 ____________________________________________, Defendant, is not in military service.  
 ____________________________________________, Defendant, is in military service.  
I know this because _______________________________________________________________________  
_______________________________________________________________________________________  
______________________________________________________________________________________ .  
 I am unable to determine whether or not the Defendant is in military service.  
 
 
 
Signed on _______________________  
 
_________________________________________________ 
Signature  
Printed Name: _______________________________  
Address: ___________________________________  
___________________________________________  
Telephone: __________________________________  
Fax: ________________________________________  
E-Mail Address: _______________________________  
 
THE STATE OF TEXAS          §  
COUNTY OF ERATH          §  
 

SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED BEFORE ME on _______________________________ 

 

Clerk of the Court    or   Notary Public, State of Texas 

   



JUSTICE COURT CIVIL CASE INFORMATION SHEET (4/13) 

CAUSE NUMBER (FOR CLERK USE ONLY): _____________________________ 

STYLED  _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(e.g., John Smith v. All American Insurance Co; In re Mary Ann Jones; In the Matter of the Estate of George Jackson) 

A civil case information sheet must be completed and submitted when an original petition is filed to initiate a new suit. The information should be 

the best available at the time of filing. This sheet, required by Rule of Civil Procedure 502, is intended to collect information that will be 

used for statistical purposes only. It neither replaces nor supplements the filings or service of pleading or other documents as required by law 

or rule. The sheet does not constitute a discovery request, response, or supplementation, and it is not admissible at trial. 

 

1. Contact information for person completing case information 

sheet: 2. Names of parties in case: 

 

Name: Telephone: 

 
 

 

 

Address: Fax: 

 
 

 

 

City/State/Zip: State Bar No: 

 
 

 

 

Email: 

 
 

 

 

Signature: 

 

Plaintiff(s): 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Defendant(s): 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

[Attach additional page as necessary to list all parties] 

3. Indicate case type, or identify the most important issue in the case (select only 1): 

□ Debt Claim: A debt claim case is a lawsuit brought to 
recover a debt by an assignee of a claim, a debt collector 
or collection agency, a financial institution, or a person or 
entity primarily engaged in the business of lending money 
at interest. The claim can be for no more than $10,000, 
excluding statutory interest and court costs but including 

attorney fees, if any. 

□ Eviction: An eviction case is a lawsuit brought to recover 
possession of real property, often by a landlord against a tenant. 
A claim for rent may be joined with an eviction case if the 

amount of rent due and unpaid is not more than $10,000, 
excluding statutory interest and court costs but including attorney 

fees, if any. 

□ Repair and Remedy: A repair and remedy case is a 
lawsuit filed by a residential tenant under Chapter 92, 

Subchapter B of the Texas Property Code to enforce the 
landlord’s duty to repair or remedy a condition materially 

affecting the physical health or safety of an ordinary 
tenant. The relief sought can be for no more than $10,000, 
excluding statutory interest and court costs but including 

attorney fees, if any. 

□ Small Claims: A small claims case is a lawsuit brought for 
the recovery of money damages, civil penalties, personal 

property, or other relief allowed by law. The claim can be for no 
more than $10,000, excluding statutory interest and court costs 

but including attorney fees, if any. 


