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AGENDA REPORT 

 

TO: Mayor & City Commission  

FROM: Ken Hibl, City Manager 

DATE: July 17 2015 

RE: Ordinance 2015-004 (Amend Zoning Chapter 52 – Farm Animals) 

 

For the Agenda of July 20, 2015                  

________________________________________________________________________ 

Background   Our City Attorney has informed us that Michigan’s Right to Farm Act has 

recently changed in regard to allowing or precluding farm animals within a zoned 

community.  As a result of the recent change, it is necessary to amend our ordinance codes 

to stipulate the City’s rules and procedures pertaining to the keeping of farm animals 

(except chickens and ducks) in our Residential-1 zoning districts.  Jaynie has drafted 

Ordinance 2015-004 (copy att’d) for this purpose.      

 

All ordinance code changes or amendments require the approval of the Clare City 

Commission. Chapter 52 (Zoning) amendments first require the review and 

recommendation(s) of the Planning Commission prior to submittal of the proposed 

ordinance amendment to the City Commission.  The Planning Commission met on July 8
th

 

and considered the proposed ordinance amendment.  Subsequent to a scheduled public 

hearing, the Planning Commission unanimously recommended approval (see copy of att’d 

2015-018PC) of the ordinance amendment.    

 

A public hearing (copy of notice is att’d) is required prior to the review and consideration 

of the proposed amendment by the City Commission.  The required public notices (copies 

att’d) announcing the hearing have been published.  Subsequent to the conduct of the 

hearing, the Commission has the options of allowing a First Reading of the proposed 

Ordinance or denying the conduct of a First Reading, thereby rejecting the 

ordinance/zoning change.  The ordinance cannot be adopted until a Second Reading is 

scheduled and conducted by the City Commission. 

 

The City Commission is asked to conduct the required public hearing and direct a First 

Reading of the proposed Ordinance 2015-004. 

 

Issues & Questions Specified  Should the City Commission hold a public hearing, and 

direct a First Reading of the proposed Ordinance 2015-004? 

  

Alternatives 
1. Hold the hearing and direct a First Reading. 

2. Hold the hearing and make changes to the proposed ordinance. 

3. Hold the hearing and reject the ordinance. 

4. Set aside the matter for further consideration and/or deliberation. 

 

Financial Impact There is no immediate, direct fiscal impact of the proposed 

amendment.    
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Recommendations  I recommend that the City Commission hold the requisite public 

hearing and direct a First Reading.  

 

Attachments 

1. Ordinance 2015-004. 

2. Resolution 2015-018PC. 

3. Public Notice. 
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RESOLUTION  2015-018PC 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CLARE CITY PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDING 

APPROVAL OF ORDINANCE 2015-004, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND A PORTION OF 

CHAPTER 52 (ZONING) OF THE EXISTING ORDINANCE CODES OF THE CITY OF 

CLARE PERTAINING FARM ANIMALS. 

 

WHEREAS, the Michigan Right to Farm Act has recently changed in respect to the keeping 

of animals within communities that are zoned; and  

 

WHEREAS, based on said change, the Clare City Attorney has drafted a proposed 

amendment to the City’s existing ordinance codes to preclude the keeping of farm animals 

(excluding chickens and ducks) within areas of the City of Clare that are zoned Residential-1 (R-1) 

and requiring that keeping of farm animals within other zoning districts of the City be allowed only 

by Special Permit approved by the Clare City Planning Commission; and 

 

WHEREAS, Ordinance 2015-004, an ordinance reflecting said changes, has been submitted 

to the Planning Commission for consideration; and    

 

  WHEREAS, the City Planning Commission is required to review and provide a 

recommendation(s) to the Clare City Commission regarding to any proposed zoning ordinance 

changes or amendments; and   

 

 WHEREAS, the City Planning Commission has, subsequent to a properly noticed public 

hearing, publicly considered and deliberated said proposed Ordinance 2015-004.  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the City Planning Commission of City of 

Clare hereby recommends that the Clare City Commission approve Ordinance 2015-004.   

 

ALL RESOLUTIONS AND PARTS OF RESOLUTIONS INSOFAR AS THEY CONFLICT 

WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THIS RESOLUTION BE AND THE SAME ARE HEREBY 

RESCINDED. 

 

The Resolution was introduced by Commissioner Barnes and supported by Commissioner 

Acton. The Resolution declared adopted by the following roll call vote: 

 

YEAS:    Darren Acton, Steve Barnes, Glenda Carmoney, Josh Clark, Angie Cozat, 

Elaine Demasi, John Kline, Jan Winter and Nick Wyman.             

 

NAYS:      None.           

        

ABSENT:      None. 

 

ABSTAIN:    None.            
 

Resolution approved for adoption on this 8th day of July 2015. 

 

 

________________________________ 

           Diane Lyon, City Clerk 
 




