
 3

Naming Ions 
Polyatomic Ions 

 

Rule:  Look up the name or symbol from your polyatomic ion sheet. 

 

Example 1:    ammonium ion  ____________________ 

Example 2:    NO3
-
 
  
____________________ 

Example 3:    NO2
-
  ____________________ 

 

Monatomic Ions 

 CATIONS 

 

Rule A: If the atom always forms the same charge when forming an ion, (all group 1, 

group 2, and Zn
2+

, Ag
+
, Cd

2+
, & Al

3+
), take the name of the atom that the ion is formed 

from, and add “ion”. 

 

Example 4:    Na
+
   ____________________ 

Example 5:    Mg
2+  

____________________ 

Example 6:    aluminum ion
  
____________________ 

 

Rule B:  If the atom can form more than one charge when forming an ion, (any of the 

transition metals and any metals underneath the staircase), take the name of the atom that 

the ion is formed from, place the charge as a Roman numeral in parentheses, and then add 

“ion”.  

 

Example 7: Pb
2+    

_________________ 

Example 8: Fe
2+    

_________________ 

Example 9: copper(I) ion   __________ 

Example 10: copper(II) ion   _________ 

 

Try These: 

11. Rb
+
  ____________________ 

12.  Ca
2+

  ____________________ 

13.  Ni
+
  ____________________ 

14.   Ag
+
  ____________________ 

15.   Fe
3+

  ____________________ 

16.  cobalt(II) ion  _________________ 

17.  lithium ion  ________________ 

18.  zinc ion  _________________ 


